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into the United States, shut off the il-
legal traffic into America, shut off the
terrorists who are sneaking into Amer-
ica because the easiest and most reli-
able way for them to get here is across
our southern border. If we do all of
that, there will be respect for both
countries that will be established.

And I would say this to President
Trump. And that is, he is a builder, I
am a builder. I don’t have any doubt
about how to build that wall or to
build the fences on the south and north
side of that so that we have two no-
man’s lands to patrol. I don’t know
that he has any doubt about it either.
He has said that he will build a big,
beautiful wall.

Well, I am looking for the architect’s
ideas on beauty. That is not my forte.
But the structural functionality and
the efficiency of its construction is my
forte. And I encourage that we draw up
the plans and designs for this and let
contracts to those contractors who can
effectively and efficiently do this in a
competitive low-bid fashion with a
proper inspection, and we will build
that barrier that can stand for a long
time, designed to keep people and con-
traband out, as every other wall in the
history of the world, including the
Great Wall of China and the walls that
were built in northern England and
those across northern Germany. The
Romans built walls there to protect
themselves as well.

BEach wall, with the exception of
those designed by communists to keep
their subjects in, has been designed to
keep people out. There is a huge moral
difference between a wall to keep peo-
ple in and a wall to keep criminals, ter-
rorists, and also decent people, and
contraband out. It is a simple equation.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate your atten-
tion here this evening on this topic. I
look forward to the construction of the
fence, the wall, and the fence on our
southern border, and the restoration of
the respect for the rule of law.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today and
the balance of the week on account of
family emergency.

—————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND
SECURITY FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, February 1, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 2(a)
of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I submit the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security for the 115th
Congress for publication in the Congres-
sional Record. On February 1, 2017, the Com-
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mittee on Homeland Security met in open
session and adopted these Committee Rules
by a recorded vote of 18 yeas and 10 nays, a
quorum being present.
Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman.
Enclosure.

(Adopted February 1, 2017)
RULE I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS.

(A) Applicability of the Rules of the U.S.
House of Representatives.—The Rules of the
U.S. House of Representatives (the ‘‘House’’)
are the rules of the Committee on Homeland
Security (the ‘“Committee’) and its sub-
committees insofar as applicable.

(B) Applicability to Subcommittees.—Except
where the terms ‘‘Full Committee” and
‘“‘subcommittee’ are specifically mentioned,
the following rules shall apply to the Com-
mittee’s subcommittees and their respective
Chairmen and Ranking Minority Members to
the same extent as they apply to the Full
Committee and its Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member.

(C) Appointments by the Chairman.—Clause
2(d) of Rule XI of the House shall govern the
designation of a Vice Chairman of the Full
Committee.

(D) Conferences.—The Chairman is author-
ized to offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule
XXII of the Rules of the House whenever the
Chairman considers it appropriate.

(E) Committee Website.—The Chairman shall
maintain an official Committee web site for
the purposes of furthering the Committee’s
legislative and oversight responsibilities, in-
cluding communicating information about
the Committee’s activities to Committee
Members, other Members, and the public at
large. The Ranking Minority Member may
maintain a similar web site for the same pur-
poses. The official Committee web site shall
display a link on its home page to the web
site maintained by the Ranking Minority
Member.

(F) Activity Report.—The Committee shall
submit a report to the House on the activi-
ties of the Committee in accordance with
House rule XI 1(d).

RULE II.—SUBCOMMITTEES.

(A) Generally.—The Full Committee shall
be organized into the following six standing
subcommittees and each shall have specific
responsibility for such measures or matters
as the Chairman refers to it:

(1) Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and
Intelligence;

(2) Subcommittee on Border and Maritime
Security;

(3) Subcommittee on Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Protection;

(4) Subcommittee on Oversight and Man-
agement Efficiency;

(5) Subcommittee on Transportation and
Protective Security; and

(6) Subcommittee on Emergency Prepared-
ness, Response and Communications.

(B) Selection and Ratio of Subcommittee Mem-
bers.—The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Full Committee shall select
their respective Members of each sub-
committee. The ratio of Majority to Minor-
ity Members shall be comparable to the Full
Committee, consistent with the party ratios
established by the Majority party, except
that each subcommittee shall have at least
two more Majority Members than Minority
Members.

(C) Ex Officio Members.—The Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Full Com-
mittee shall be ex officio members of each
subcommittee but are not authorized to vote
on matters that arise before each sub-
committee. The Chairman and Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Full Committee shall
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only be counted to satisfy the quorum re-
quirement for the purpose of taking testi-
mony and receiving evidence.

(D) Powers and Duties of Subcommittees.—
Except as otherwise directed by the Chair-
man of the Full Committee, each sub-
committee is authorized to meet, hold hear-
ings, receive testimony, mark up legislation,
and report to the Full Committee on all mat-
ters within its purview. Subcommittee
Chairmen shall set hearing and meeting
dates only with the approval of the Chair-
man of the Full Committee. To the greatest
extent practicable, no more than one meet-
ing and hearing should be scheduled for a
given time.

RULE III.—SPECIAL COMMITTEE PANELS.

(A) Designation.—The Chairman of the Full
Committee may designate a special panel of
the Committee consisting of Members of the
Committee to inquire into and take testi-
mony on a matter or matters that warrant
enhanced consideration, and to report to the
Committee.

(B) Party Ratios and Appointment.—The
chairman of a special panel shall be ap-
pointed by the Chairman of the Full Com-
mittee. The Ranking Minority Member of
the Full Committee may select a ranking
minority member for a special panel and
may appoint additional minority members,
consistent with the ratio of the full com-
mittee. The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member may serve as ex officio members.

(C) Duration.—No special panel shall con-
tinue in existence for more than six months.

(D) Jurisdiction.—No panel shall have legis-
lative jurisdiction.

RULE IV.—REGULAR MEETINGS.

(A) Regular Meeting Date.—The regular
meeting date and time for the transaction of
business of the Full Committee shall be at
10:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday that the
House is in Session each month, unless oth-
erwise directed by the Chairman.

(B) Additional Meetings.—At the discretion
of the Chairman, additional meetings of the
Committee may be scheduled for the consid-
eration of any legislation or other matters
pending before the Committee, or to conduct
other Committee business. The Committee
shall meet for such purposes pursuant to the
call of the Chairman.

(C) Consideration.—Except in the case of a
special meeting held under clause 2(c)(2) of
House Rule XI, the determination of the
business to be considered at each meeting of
the Committee shall be made by the Chair-
man.

RULE V.—NOTICE AND PUBLICATION.

(A) Notice.—

(1) Hearings.—(a) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3)
of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee shall make public announcement of
the date, place, and subject matter of any
hearing before the Full Committee or sub-
committee, which may not commence earlier
than one week after such notice.

(b) However, a hearing may begin sooner
than specified in (a) if the Chairman of the
Committee, with the concurrence of the
Ranking Minority Member, determines that
there is good cause to begin such hearing
sooner, or if the Committee so determines by
majority vote, a quorum being present for
the transaction of business. If such a deter-
mination is made, the Chairman shall make
the announcement required under (a) at the
earliest possible date. To the extent prac-
ticable, the names of all witnesses scheduled
to appear at such hearing shall be provided
to Members no later than 48 hours prior to
the commencement of such hearing.

(2) Meetings.—The Chair shall announce
the date, time, place and subject matter of
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