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Letters began pouring in. Within a
year, Dr. Heimlich received some 200
from people around the country who
had successfully used the Heimlich ma-
neuver to save a life and the American
Medical Association had endorsed it.
Within 2 years, the American Red
Cross recommended it.

The Heimlich maneuver is estimated
by some to have saved as many as
50,000 or even 100,000 lives just in Amer-
ica—not to mention countless others
around the world.

To put a face to these numbers, con-
sider that the Heimlich maneuver has
saved the lives of future-President
Ronald Reagan in 1976. It has saved the
lives of New York City Mayor Ed Koch,
basketball commentator Dick Vitale,
news anchorman John Chancellor, tele-
vision personality Simon Cowell, as
well as actors Walter Matthau, Eliza-
beth Taylor, Marlene Dietrich, Carrie
Fisher, Goldie Hawn, Nicole Kidman,
and Halle Berry, and so many other
people who have touched our lives. The
maneuver has been used by Cincinnati
Reds third basemen Todd Frazier,
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak at
Camp David, and an 83-year-old Clint
Eastwood.

We have all benefited from this inno-
vative technique.

This discovery, I think, really sums
up Dr. Heimlich’s life, because he used
to say that his focus was to find ‘‘sim-
ple, creative solutions to seemingly in-
surmountable health and medical prob-
lems.” Time and again, he did just
that, authoring more than 100 sci-
entific papers and presenting more
than 250 medical lectures over his life-
time.

In 1980, he invented the MicroTrach,
a more efficient portable oxygen sys-
tem that, because of its smaller size,
gave patients more mobility. In 1981,
Dr. Heimlich received the ‘‘Distin-
guished Service Award” from his col-
leagues with the American Society of
Abdominal Surgeons, and he received
the 1984 ‘‘Arthur Lasker Award for
Public Service” for his ‘‘simple, prac-
tical, cost-free solution to a life-
threatening emergency, requiring nei-
ther great strength, [nor] special equip-
ment [n]or elaborate training.”

In 1985, Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop declared that the Heimlich ma-
neuver was the best method to be used
when someone is choking. From 1986 to
2005, the American Red Cross and the
American Heart Association issued the
same recommendation.

Dr. Heimlich’s medical career lasted
some 70 years. In his final years, he re-
mained active, swimming and exer-
cising regularly. Living at a retirement
home run by Episcopal Retirement
Services in Cincinnati, he saved the
life of an 87-year-old fellow resident
named Patty Ris this past May using
his famous maneuver.

Dr. Heimlich passed away on Decem-
ber 17 at age 96 at Christ Hospital in
Cincinnati. He was married to his won-
derful wife, Jane, for 61 years, and he is
survived by his four children and three
grandchildren.
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His son Phil is a good friend of mine
and a former Cincinnati city council-
man and Hamilton County commis-
sioner.

Jane and I send our condolences to
our friends in the Heimlich family. We
are grateful for Dr. Heimlich’s work
and for his life. We will miss him, but
even in his absence, his ideas will live
on and continue to save lives.

Thank you.

—————

TRIBUTE TO LAYNE BANGERTER

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the outstanding work
of a longtime member of my Senate
staff, Layne Bangerter, who has been
appointed as special assistant to Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Layne has been a valued member of
my staff for more than 13 years. Serv-
ing as director of agriculture and nat-
ural resources, he has provided sound
counsel on critical issues for our State.
For example, Layne dedicated count-
less hours to crafting the Owyhee Pub-
lic Land Management Act and has
worked to ensure sound implementa-
tion of the agreement. His well-honed
ability to build relationships has been
key to the success of this and many
other efforts.

As a rancher and farmer, Layne has
unique on-the-ground experience with
how Federal policies affect land, water,
and people. He also has significant un-
derstanding from his work for the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service Wild-
life Services and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. He has used this expe-
rience to inform a number of critical
agricultural and mnatural resources
issues, including wildlife, conservation,
forestry, water, and agricultural pro-
grams. He knows the right balance
needs to be struck between conserva-
tion and responsible natural resources
practices and that the one-size-fits-all
approach never works in real America.
Layne is the kind of guy that you want
in your corner—he listens, uses com-
mon sense, and then works to come up
with the best possible solutions.

Layne is positive, encouraging, and
affable while also having a pragmatism
shaped by extensive experience. His in-
sight will no doubt be extremely valu-
able to the Trump administration.
While I will miss having Layne as a
member of my staff, I wish him all the
best in this new endeavor and look for-
ward to our continued friendship.
Thank you, Layne, for your hard work
on behalf of Idahoans and our country,
and congratulations on this next step
in your career. I wish you, Betsy, and
your wonderful family continued suc-
cess.

———

TRIBUTE TO ADELE GRIFFIN

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
want to recognize Adele Griffin, a long-
time Senate staffer in my Jacksonville
office, for her years of hard work; for
me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.
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A fifth-generation Floridian, Adele
previously worked under Senator Mel
Martinez and Senator George LeMieux
before her time in my office. Adele has
been a dedicated and diligent leader
who took special pride in addressing
the many issues facing northeast Flor-
ida over the years.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Adele for
all the great work she has done and
wish her a happy retirement.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO RON CHASTAIN

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize MG Ron Chastain
for his four decades of service to the
State of Arkansas and to our Nation.
For 32 years, he worked at the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Farm Serv-
ice Agency and served for the last 6
years as my Agricultural Liaison in
Arkansas. He has also enjoyed a distin-
guished military career in the Arkan-
sas National Guard that spanned near-
ly four decades.

Ron was born and raised in Arkansas
and graduated from Arkansas Tech
University with a degree in biology in
1972. In 1974, he began his career with
the USDA. He was the supervisory pro-
gram specialist in Arkansas and dealt
with Federal farm programs at the
county, district, and State levels. He is
a recipient of the USDA Service to Ag-
riculture Award and also received rec-
ognition for his suggestions that im-
proved the administration of Federal
farm programs.

At the same time, Major General
Chastain was a dedicated member of
the Army National Guard serving our
State and Nation on weekends, eve-
nings, and multiple overseas deploy-
ments. While in uniform, he honorably
served as deputy commanding general
for the Arkansas Army National Guard
at the U.S. Army Forces Command, the
adjutant general of the Arkansas Na-
tional Guard, as Chief of Staff, war-
time, of U.S. Forces Korea, commander
of the 39th Brigade Combat Team in
Iraq, and commander of the 25th Rear
Operations Center during Operation
Desert Storm. A veteran of two wars,
Major General Chastain was awarded
the Army Distinguished Service Medal,
Legion of Merit, and two Bronze Star
medals. He has also been inducted into
the distinguished Arkansas Military
Veterans’ Hall of Fame.

In 2010, ‘‘the General” retired from
the Arkansas Army National Guard.
Shortly thereafter, I called to con-
gratulate him on his impressive mili-
tary career, and during our conversa-
tion, he said he would be happy to help
me in any way he could. I knew that he
could bring his unique experience and
expertise to help me represent the agri-
culture community in Arkansas, so I
asked him to join my staff.

As a member of my team, Major Gen-
eral Chastain has been a professional
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