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and tireless advocate on behalf of Ar-
kansas’ farmers and ranchers. The Ar-
kansas Farm Bureau recently recog-
nized his hard work and contribution 
to our State’s agriculture community. 
Ron also educated thousands of young 
Arkansans about the history and prop-
er care of the U.S. and Arkansas flags 
during his time with my office. 

MG Ron Chastain dedicated his ca-
reer to leading and serving others. I 
want to thank him for all that he has 
done on behalf of Arkansas, and I wish 
him well on his retirement. I know he 
will enjoy spending more time with his 
family and working on his farm. As a 
model public servant for so many 
years, his retirement and all the rec-
ognition he has garnered are well de-
served.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING xCRAFT 
ENTERPRISES, LLC 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, my home 
State of Idaho has long been known for 
its incredible natural resources and vi-
brant agricultural economy. What 
some may not know, though, is that 
Idaho is also home to a burgeoning 
technology industry, thanks to a num-
ber of impressive innovators who bring 
their entrepreneurial spirit and innova-
tions to our State. As chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize one of these great 
innovators, xCraft Enterprises, LLC in 
Coeur d’Alene, as the Senate Small 
Business of the Month for January 2017. 
xCraft has made Idaho proud with their 
considerable success and continuous in-
novation in and contribution to the un-
manned aerial vehicle, UAV, or drone, 
industry. 

Cofounder and CEO JD Claridge has 
always had a passion for flight. He 
built numerous flying toys as a child, 
and at the age of just 7, he constructed 
a hang glider and even convinced a 
friend to test it. JD harnessed this life-
long love of flying and started xCraft 
Enterprises, LLC, along with fellow 
aviation enthusiast, Charles Manning. 
Their vision for the company was to 
develop small, powerful, long-range 
drones that serve the needs of both 
hobbyists and commercial customers. 
With the expertise and skills of their 
team of highly educated engineers and 
business people, they have turned their 
aviation dream into a successful small 
business endeavor. 

xCraft’s patent-pending drones are 
built with lightweight materials that 
allow for long-range flight and are also 
capable of flying preprogrammed GPS- 
enabled flight paths. Notably, the com-
pany has designed a drone which has 
the ability to carry and utilize a 
smartphone, making it possible to link 
advanced smartphone technology to an 
economically priced small drone. In ad-
dition, xCraft has been recognized as a 
leader in the UAV and technology in-
dustries for producing one of the fast-
est racing drones available on the mar-
ket today, exceeding speeds of 100 

miles per hour. This continuous inno-
vation and reinvention adds an im-
mense value to the numerous and di-
verse industries that drones play a 
major role in, helping to drive the en-
tire American economy forward. 

Today xCraft offers seven drones of 
varying sizes and capabilities. There is 
no telling what their next innovation 
will be, but I know it will be another 
great contribution to their industry 
and the many others that depend upon 
it. It is my honor to recognize JD, 
Charles, and all of the employees at 
xCraft Enterprises, LLC in Coeur 
d’Alene. Thank you for your commit-
ment to innovation and for carrying on 
the entrepreneurial spirit that is so 
valued in our great State of Idaho. I 
look forward to following your contin-
ued growth and success.∑ 
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REMEMBERING ELIZABETH 
HOWARD SWAIN 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor Elizabeth Howard 
Swain. Elizabeth was a lifelong cham-
pion of community health care centers, 
as well as the people they serve, and a 
wonderful colleague, mother, and 
friend. 

After graduating from Boston Uni-
versity with a B.A. in sociology and a 
master’s degree in political economics, 
Elizabeth moved with her family to Se-
attle, WA. In 1981, she began working 
at Seattle’s 45th Street Clinic, a Feder-
ally Qualified Health Center, FQHC, 
and eventually became the executive 
director, a position she held for 10 
years. Elizabeth founded the Commu-
nity Health Plan of Washington and 
worked as the regional health officer at 
Public Health of Seattle and King 
County, as well as the assistant vice 
president for public policy for the Com-
munity Health Network of Washington. 

In 2005, Elizabeth was recruited to be 
CEO of the Community Health Care As-
sociation of New York State, an advo-
cacy organization that supports more 
than 65 FQHCs. In Albany, she was a 
strong advocate for community-based 
primary care and was known for her 
ability to bring rival forces together 
and create partners out of adversaries. 

Elizabeth also championed FQHC’s 
and the importance of community- 
based primary care in the American 
health system in regular meetings with 
members and staff of the U.S. Senate 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pension 
Committee. While Elizabeth was grate-
ful that I secured significant funding 
for FQHCs through the Affordable Care 
Act, as a strong supporter of universal 
health care, she was disappointed that 
neither the ‘‘public option’’ provision, 
much less a single-payer Medicare for 
all plan, were part of the ACA. Eliza-
beth remained true to her commitment 
to provide quality health care for all 
Americans, and she did all of this with 
tremendous energy and compassion for 
the most vulnerable and medically un-
derserved populations. 

Elizabeth understood the need to 
move health care dollars into the front 

end of the system, where they could be 
used more efficiently to prevent ill-
ness, through patient care manage-
ment, case management and nutrition, 
and by keeping people out of expensive 
hospital settings. She also recognized 
the critical need for all-inclusive and 
integrated health care, including den-
tal care and mental health services, in 
both urban and rural communities 
served by FQHC’s. 

Elizabeth will be sorely missed. She 
is survived by her sisters Julia, Cyn-
thia, and Judith and children Kalil, 
Carmen, and Alexis.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committee. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:01 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 58. An act to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to submit a study on the 
circumstances which may impact the effec-
tiveness and availability of first responders 
before, during, or after a terrorist threat or 
event, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 276. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to ensure reliable air service in 
American Samoa. 

H.R. 347. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to provide for require-
ments relating to documentation for major 
acquisition programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 366. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Under Sec-
retary for Management of the Department of 
Homeland Security to make certain im-
provements in managing the Department’s 
vehicle fleet, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 437. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to codify authority 
under existing grant guidance authorizing 
use of Urban Area Security Initiative and 
State Homeland Security Grant Program 
funding for enhancing medical preparedness, 
medical surge capacity, and mass prophy-
laxis capabilities. 

H.R. 505. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to strengthen account-
ability for deployment of border security 
technology at the Department of Homeland 
Security, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 526. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish in the De-
partment of Homeland Security a board to 
coordinate and integrate departmental intel-
ligence, activities, and policy related to 
counterterrorism, and for other purposes. 
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