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stroke, traumatic brain injury, or spinal cord injury, or to effectively manage conditions such as Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis, and arthritis.
Arbitrary caps on these vital Medicare
outpatient therapy services are simply
unacceptable. They also discriminate
against the oldest and sickest Medicare
beneficiaries, who typically require the
most intensive therapy, and disadvantage Medicare beneficiaries who live in
regions with higher health care costs.
In a 2009 report issued by the Medicare Payment Advisory Committee,
MEDPAC, it was estimated that the
therapy cap, if enforced without an exceptions process, could negatively impact 931,000 Medicare beneficiaries. Arbitrarily capping outpatient rehabilitation therapy services would likely
cause some beneficiaries to delay necessary care, force others to assume
higher out-of-pocket costs, and disrupt
the continuum of care for many seniors
and individuals with disabilities.
I urge my colleagues to join me and
Senator COLLINS in supporting the
Medicare Access to Rehabilitation
Services Act to ensure that our seniors
have access to the outpatient rehabilitation therapy services that they need.
Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.
There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
S. 253
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Medicare
Access to Rehabilitation Services Act of
2017’’.
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SEC. 2. OUTPATIENT THERAPY CAP REPEAL.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1833 of the Social

Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395(l)) is amended by
striking subsection (g).
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
1842(t)(2) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395u(t)(2)) is amended—
(1) by striking ‘‘(2) Each request’’ and all
that follows through ‘‘1833(a)(8)(B),’’ and inserting ‘‘(2)(A) Each request for payment, or
bill submitted, for therapy services described
in subparagraph (B)’’; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:
‘‘(B) The following therapy services are described in this subparagraph:
‘‘(i) Physical therapy services of the type
described in section 1861(p) and speech-language pathology services of the type described in such section through the application of section 1861(ll)(2), including services
described in section 1833(a)(8)(B), and physical therapy services and speech-language
pathology services of such type which are
furnished by a physician or as incident to
physicians’ services.
‘‘(ii) Occupational therapy services of the
type that are described in section 1861(p), including
services
described
in
section
1833(a)(8)(B), through the operation of section 1861(g) and of such type which are furnished by a physician or as incident to physicians’ services.’’.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
RISCH,
Mr.
ROBERTS,
Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. CAS-
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SIDY, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
FLAKE, Mr. HELLER, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
BLUNT,
Mr.
COCHRAN,
Mr.
SCOTT, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. SHELBY,
and Mr. WICKER):
S. 260. A bill to repeal the provisions
of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act providing for the Independent Payment Advisory Board; to
the Committee on Finance.
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.
There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 260
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Seniors’ Access to Medicare Act of 2017’’.
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF THE INDEPENDENT PAYMENT
ADVISORY BOARD.

Effective as of the enactment of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(Public Law 111–148), sections 3403 and 10320
of such Act (including the amendments made
by such sections) are repealed, and any provision of law amended by such sections is
hereby restored as if such sections had not
been enacted into law.
f

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS
SENATE RESOLUTION 30—AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY
Mr. ROBERTS submitted the following resolution; from the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; which was referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration:
S. RES. 30
Resolved,
SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, reporting such hearings, and making investigations as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry (in this resolution referred to as the ‘‘committee’’) is authorized
from March 1, 2017 through February 28, 2019,
in its discretion, to—
(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;
(2) employ personnel; and
(3) with the prior consent of the Government department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.
SEC. 2. EXPENSES.
(a)EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2017.—The expenses of the com-

mittee for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017 under this resolution
shall not exceed $2,463,834, of which
amount—
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(1) not to exceed $200,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of individual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and
(2) not to exceed $40,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).
(b)EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 PERIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2017 through September 30,
2018 under this resolution shall not exceed
$4,223,716, of which amount—
(1) not to exceed $200,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of individual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and
(2) not to exceed $40,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).
(c)EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2019.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2018 through February
28, 2019 under this resolution shall not exceed
$1,759,882, of which amount—
(1) not to exceed $200,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of individual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and
(2) not to exceed $40,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).
SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION.

The committee shall report its findings,
together with such recommendations for legislation as it deems advisable, to the Senate
at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2019.
SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a)EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—
(1)IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers approved by the chairman of the committee.
NOT
REQUIRED.—Vouchers
(2)VOUCHERS
shall not be required for—
(A) the disbursement of salaries of employees paid at an annual rate;
(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;
(C) the payment of stationery supplies purchased through the Keeper of the Stationery;
(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;
(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;
(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or
(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper.
(b)AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are authorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Investigations’’ of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions related to the compensation of employees of
the committee—
(1) for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017;
(2) for the period October 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2018; and
(3) for the period October 1, 2018 through
February 28, 2019.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 31—AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURES BY
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
AGING
Ms. COLLINS submitted the following resolution; from the Special
Committee on Aging; which was referred to the Committee on Rules and
Administration:
S. RES. 31
Resolved,
SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions imposed by section 104 of S. Res. 4,
agreed to February 4, 1977 (95th Congress),
and in exercising the authority conferred on
it by such section, the Special Committee on
Aging (in this resolution referred to as the
‘‘committee’’) is authorized from March 1,
2017 through February 28, 2019, in its discretion, to—
(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;
(2) employ personnel; and
(3) with the prior consent of the Government department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.
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SEC. 2. EXPENSES.
(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2017.—The expenses of the com-

mittee for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017 under this resolution
shall not exceed $1,399,763, of which
amount—
(1) not to exceed $3,000 may be expended for
the procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i)));
and
(2) not to exceed $3,000 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of the
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of that Act).
(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 PERIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2017 through September 30,
2018 under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,399,594, of which amount—
(1) not to exceed $6,000 may be expended for
the procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i)));
and
(2) not to exceed $6,000 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of the
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of that Act).
(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2019.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2018 through February
28, 2019 under this resolution shall not exceed
$999,831, of which amount—
(1) not to exceed $2,500 may be expended for
the procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i)));
and
(2) not to exceed $1,500 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of the
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of that Act).
SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION.

The committee shall report its findings,
together with such recommendations for legislation as it deems advisable, to the Senate
at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2019.
SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.
(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.
(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—
(A) the disbursement of salaries of employees paid at an annual rate;
(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;
(C) the payment of stationery supplies purchased through the Keeper of the Stationery;
(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;
(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;
(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or
(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper.
(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are authorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Investigations’’ of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions related to the compensation of employees of
the committee—
(1) for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017;
(2) for the period October 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2018; and
(3) for the period October 1, 2018 through
February 28, 2019.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 32—AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mr. RISCH submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship;
which was referred to the Committee
on Rules and Administration:
S. RES. 32
Resolved,
SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, reporting such hearings, and making investigations as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship (in this resolution referred
to as the ‘‘committee’’) is authorized from
March 1, 2017 through February 28, 2019, in
its discretion, to—
(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;
(2) employ personnel; and
(3) with the prior consent of the Government department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.
SEC. 2. EXPENSES.
(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2017.—The expenses of the com-

mittee for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017 under this resolution
shall not exceed $1,520,944, of which
amount—
(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of individual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and
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(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).
(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 PERIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2017 through September 30,
2018 under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,607,332, of which amount—
(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of individual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and
(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).
(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2019.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2018 through February
28, 2019 under this resolution shall not exceed
$1,086,388, of which amount—
(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of individual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and
(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).
SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION.

The committee shall report its findings,
together with such recommendations for legislation as it deems advisable, to the Senate
at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2019.
SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.
(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.
(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—
(A) the disbursement of salaries of employees paid at an annual rate;
(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;
(C) the payment of stationery supplies purchased through the Keeper of the Stationery;
(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;
(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;
(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or
(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper.
(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are authorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Investigations’’ of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions related to the compensation of employees of
the committee—
(1) for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017;
(2) for the period October 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2018; and
(3) for the period October 1, 2018 through
February 28, 2019.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 33—AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES
Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted the following resolution; from the Committee
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