February 2, 2017

[ 1015

We know that, just over a month ago,
a dozen innocent individuals at a
Christmas market in Berlin were mur-
dered and 50 more were injured by a
refugee. We know that the fallacious
concept of a Muslim ban inflames and
enrages our enemies and serves as a re-
cruiting tool.

So the question then becomes: Why
do some Members of this esteemed
body continue to perpetuate what is
willful ignorance at best and a false-
hood at worst? Why say there is a Mus-
lim ban when there is not?

Mr. Speaker, if politics stop at the
water’s edge, then Members won’t play
loose with the facts to score political
points. Members won’t advance a false
narrative that endangers Americans.
Members will support this President,
as they did the last President, as he
seeks to discharge his duty to defend
the United States, its citizens, and our
Constitution against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic.

———

TRUMP IMMIGRATION EXECUTIVE
ORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BROWNLEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, last Saturday, a U.S. Army
interpreter, who risked his life serving
our country for over a decade in Mosul
and Baghdad, was stopped at the air-
port and detained for 18 hours. His
name was Hameed Khalid Darweesh.

Why was he detained?

Because he came from a country that
was singled out by President Trump be-
cause of the religion of its people. He
did so not to increase safety, but to in-
still fear.

When people are afraid, they tend to
let their President and their elected
leaders do anything they think will
protect them, and they ignore just
about everything else.

When the American people are afraid,
they might ignore a President’s prom-
ise that he would ‘“‘drain the swamp.”
When they are afraid, they might for-
get that a President has treated Vladi-
mir Putin better than he has treated
the heads of state of our allies and
trading partners. They might ignore
his attacks on women, on minorities,
on our environment, on our health
care, on our civil rights, on our public
education system; and they might even
ignore investigations into his vast con-
flicts of interest.

They might be willing to overlook
the very principles of our Constitution
that, indeed, make us safe. One of these
principles is freedom of religion, be-
cause our Founding Fathers knew that
despots all over the world have used
fear of another group’s religion to do
terrible, terrible things throughout the
history of man. So when the President
singles out who can come into this
country and who cannot based on one’s
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religion, he is insulting and turning his
back on our Constitution—a Constitu-
tion that keeps us safe, a Constitution
that, by its own example, helps to keep
the world safe.

Let’s be clear. When Mr. Trump bars
a man like Hameed, an interpreter who
helped protect our troops from coming
into our country, because of his reli-
gion, he is not protecting us; he is en-
dangering us and he is endangering the
world. We cannot let it stand. We must
resist.

———

UPHOLDING OUR NATION’S VAL-
UES OF A DEMOCRATIC GOVERN-
MENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, it is only
day 13 into the Donald Trump adminis-
tration and we are already faced with
yet another round of questions about
President Trump’s potential conflicts
of interest over his business holdings.

The most recent issue to raise ques-
tions is President Trump’s Muslim ban
executive order. At face value, this ac-
tion looks like yet another harmful
step in his divisive agenda. Trump’s
hateful scapegoating of refugees will
make us less safe, and it goes against
our country’s moral fiber and small
“d” democratic values. It is hard to be-
lieve that these seven countries were
targeted based on a serious threat that
was posed by their citizens who were
traveling to the United States.

The people responsible for some of
the most egregious attacks on Amer-
ican soil in recent decades, including 9/
11, the Times Square bombing, the Bos-
ton Marathon bombing, the Pulse
nightclub shooting, and others did not
come from these seven countries. In
fact, refugees from these countries al-
ready face a lengthy and rigorous vet-
ting process led by our security intel-
ligence agencies. This 20-step process
involves multiple background checks,
interviews, and screenings, and it fre-
quently takes between 18 and 24
months for approval.

However, these seven countries do
have at least one thing in common. Ac-
cording to Bloomberg News, The
Trump Organization does not have
business or has not pursued business
deals in any of them. President Trump
does, on the other hand, have business
ties to other countries in the region
that were excluded from the ban. His
FEC filings indicate The Trump Orga-
nization has development projects in
Saudi Arabia and business projects pos-
sibly related to Egypt. These countries
were excluded from the executive order
despite their being home to many of
the terrorists who carried out 9/11. In
Turkey, President Trump has a licens-
ing deal for two luxury towers to use
his name—a deal he received up to $5
million for just last year. He also has
licensing agreements with businesses
in other countries in the region.

I am not saying that we should ban
people from these countries. I firmly
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oppose any ban that is based on nation-
ality or religion, but it is unacceptable
that business interests have played po-
tentially a role in such a destructive
policy that also makes our country less
safe in the long run. This move will
likely damage relationships with our
Muslim allies who are fighting ISIS
militants, and be used as a tool by the
Islamic State to increase their recruit-
ment and radicalization efforts.

Of course, my friends in the majority
and in the White House claim that the
seven countries under this order were
similarly targeted by our previous ad-
ministration. In reality, President
Trump’s discriminatory ban is dras-
tically different than President
Obama’s specific changes to the State
Department Visa Waiver Program, in
which the changes focused on expedited
visa privileges for dual nationals and
did not target all citizens from specific
countries; but I will bet you didn’t hear
Sean Spicer make that distinction. In-
stead, the administration is busy
downplaying the number of people who
were impacted by this decision and is
claiming that only 109 people were af-
fected—aka alternative facts. At least
700 people were denied boarding after
the order was issued, and 90,000 people
in these countries already have visas
but will not be able to travel to the
United States.

It is time for the President to stop
defending his divisive and unconstitu-
tional executive order and start being
transparent about his business inter-
ests. Every President who has been
elected in the modern era has released
his tax records to ensure the American
people that his actions will not be im-
pacted by financial holdings. After
promising throughout the campaign to
release his tax returns, President
Trump’s advisers recently announced
that he will indefinitely hide this infor-
mation from the public. These holdings
potentially put President Trump in di-
rect violation of the Emoluments
Clause of the Constitution on day one.

The safeguard is designed to prevent
corruption and foreign influence over
policy decisions by not allowing Fed-
eral officials to take money from a for-
eign entity without there being con-
gressional approval; but we have seen
report after report of foreign leaders
and diplomats choosing to stay at the
Trump International Hotel in Wash-
ington, D.C., in order to gain favor
with the administration. They stand to
profit from foreign governments, in-
cluding a big paycheck from a Chinese
bank, which is a large tenant at the
Trump Tower. These are just tip-of-
the-iceberg examples of direct conflicts
in both domestic and foreign policy
under this President.

Mr. President, it is time for you to
fix this. One, divest your business hold-
ings immediately to remove any sug-
gestion of there being a conflict in
your decisionmaking. Two, show us
your tax returns so that your business
and financial interests are transparent
to the American people. Three, get rid
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of your unconstitutional executive
order, which will make us less safe and
only serve to embolden our enemies.

Short of that, we will have to take
other actions, including legislative di-
rectives, resolutions of disapproval,
even exploring the power of impeach-
ment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

ACTING ON AMERICA’S
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, last
week, President Trump traveled to
Philadelphia to address the Republican
Conference. He talked about his pledge
to spend $1 trillion on our crumbling
infrastructure, and he expressed frus-
tration that it is not part of the first
100 days’ agenda of the Republican
leadership. I share that frustration. It
is never on the agenda for the Repub-
lican leadership to invest in American
infrastructure.

We did manage to pass a bill through
the last Congress—the FAST Act—that
was a decent continuation of our in-
vestments, but it lacked funding dra-
matically, and at the end of 5 years,
our infrastructure will be in worse con-
dition. So I share the President’s frus-
tration.

He also said, ‘‘fix it first.”” Last week,
I talked about harbors. It is easy to
take care of the harbor issue. All you
have to do is spend the tax for the pur-
pose for which it has been collected,
but the Republicans don’t want to do
that.

Today I am going to talk a little bit
about rail—in particular, the North-
east Corridor. We had a report by Am-
trak that assessed the needs on this
corridor, which is shared by freight and
rail and carries a phenomenal number
of people and goods every day. Over
2,200 Amtrak commuter and freight
trains work some portion of this route
every day. However, it is in a state of
serious disrepair.

One of the most critical areas is in
Baltimore, the Baltimore and Potomac
Tunnel. It was an investment made by
the Government of the United States of
America. It began during the Civil War
and finished just after. It has held up.
That is a pretty amazing amount of
time, but it is at the point of failure
now, and if that tunnel fails, it will
choke off all of the movement of goods
and people from Washington, D.C.—
points south—to the northeast. It is a
major economic engine—a hugely pop-
ulated area of the United States of
America.

The tunnel fix has gone through an
environmental impact statement; so
they can’t drag out with, “Oh, it is
those darned regulations and environ-
mental restrictions. We can’t get it
done.” No. We can get it done. We have
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got a plan. We have got an engineering
design. All we need is the money—the
investment—by the Government of the
United States. Now, we have a Speaker
who says, ‘“Oh, if it is worth doing, the
private sector will do it.” No. This is
an asset which serves both private and
public interests, and it needs a Federal
investment. That is $4 billion.

If you go all the way up to Boston,
you are looking at over $30 billion:
bridges—critical bridges—that are 100,
110, 120, 130 years old and that are fall-
ing apart. It is time for some action
here.

If we go a little further north, up to
New York, we have the Hudson River
tunnel, which is another engineering
miracle. The Hudson River tunnel was
completed in, oh, 1909. Then, of course,
even though that has held up pretty
well, it was flooded during Hurricane
Sandy, and the salts that got in there
are accelerating the erosion of that
tunnel, and it is near the point of fail-
ure; so we would no longer be con-
nected to New York City through the
Hudson River tunnel. There are 200,000
passengers who use that every day.
That would be a blow not only to the
New York and regional economy, but
to the national economy should that
tunnel fail.

Other countries are making these in-
vestments. I was in Japan last year.
They have a rail system that they built
40 years ago. It has run on time for 40
years. It has had no accidents for 40
years, and it travels at about 200 miles
an hour. We, the great United States of
America, can sometimes get trains up
to 20, 30 miles an hour—at critical sec-
tions of this rail infrastructure—but
we do not have time for that. First, we
have to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
Then we have to cut taxes for the
wealthiest among us, and maybe they
will build the tunnels and bridges and
name them after themselves. I don’t
think so. They will be buying more
super yachts and expensive places to go
on vacation.

It is past time for this Congress to
act in making critical investments in
America’s infrastructure. Yesterday, I
unveiled a clock which tracks the cost
of delays and congestion to the econ-
omy and to the people of the United
States on a daily basis because of dete-
riorated infrastructure. The clock is
ticking. It is time to stop that clock
and rebuild our country.

———
[ 1030

DANTE SAWYER GOODBYE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 6 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to thank a long-time staff
member in my office, Dante Sawyer,
who, after nearly 4 years of service to
the families of the Second Congres-
sional District, is moving on to new op-
portunities to work in the office of
Cook County State’s Attorney Kim
Foxx.
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It will be a tall task replacing Dante
in my office, but I am comforted and
take pride in the fact that Dante will
make a huge difference in a new capac-
ity.

When I first came to Congress and
was deciding who I wanted to represent
me in the field; who I wanted to serve
the families I care so much about; and
who had the compassion, presence, and
leadership abilities to make a dif-
ference back in Chicago, I knew that
Dante was the difference maker that I
needed.

Dante has a million dollar mind and
an irreplaceable heart. He is the pulse
of the people with a gift for public serv-
ice.

It is no secret that the Chicagoland
area has been rocked by gun violence
and economically distressing cir-
cumstances. And there is much that
needs to be done for the families of
Chicago. It is sad that January of 2017
has started off with just as many
shootings as January of 2016—and 2016
was the most violent year for Chicago
with nearly 700 gun deaths last year.

But Dante holds the belief that I do,
that nothing stops a bullet like an op-
portunity. And each year, he has been
a lead staffer on my team in coordi-
nating a youth job and resource expo in
the Second Congressional District.

Through this work, Dante has helped
me leave a mark in offering economic
opportunity, mentorship, and job readi-
ness training to thousands of
Chicagoland youth, helping to ensure
the success of the next generation.

He will be gone from my office, but
his service continues. Congratulations,
Dante, and continued success to his
wonderful wife and his brilliant daugh-
ters, Jordan and Payton.

I am honored to have the privilege to
have worked with you. And on behalf of
the families of the Second Congres-
sional District, thank you so much for
a job well done.

CHICAGO GUN VIOLENCE

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
last month, as I mentioned, Chicago
suffered just as many gun shootings as
the year before, and 2016 was a record-
setting month itself.

I have come to the floor countless
times to draw attention to this epi-
demic. Last week, President Trump
threatened to send in the Feds in re-
sponse to the carnage. It was very dis-
heartening to hear and see on the news
that my colleagues made jokes at their
Republican retreat last week about
this.

This morning, he spoke at the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast. In that vein, I
remind him of the Gospel of Matthew:
violence begets violence; hate begets
hate.

The proper response is not threat of
more force, increased demonization, or
further withering of police-community
relations.

More cops on the beat alone is not
the solution. It is mentorship, job
training, and increased economic de-
velopment.
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