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Northern Arapaho Tribes of the Wind 
River Reservation. Wyoming lost one 
of its great representatives and leaders 
on December 31, 2016, but John’s legacy 
lives on through the changes he ef-
fected on the Wind River Reservation. 

John’s unwavering commitment to 
improving transportation infrastruc-
ture earned him awards and respect the 
country over. More importantly, Big 
John inspired others to invest in trans-
portation and road safety on the Wind 
River Reservation. It is only fitting 
that a bill, which seeks give additional 
tools to tribal governments across the 
country, would be named after such a 
committed man. 

The John P. Smith Act will stream-
line requirements for tribal transpor-
tation projects to help make intersec-
tions, railroad crossings, and other 
tribal transportation features safer for 
the people who depend on this infra-
structure. Relatively minor changes 
can dramatically improve public safety 
around roads. The John P. Smith Act 
makes sure that simple things, like in-
stallation of rumble strips, improve-
ment of roads for pedestrian or cyclist 
safety, and even basic signage would 
not be subject to months or years-long 
delays due to bureaucratic backlog. 

When he testified before the Com-
mittee of Indian Affairs when I was 
Chairman, Mr. Smith told the stories 
outlining the many tragic deaths on 
dangerous roads in Indian country. He 
shared that at the time of his testi-
mony, the Wind River Reservation in 
Wyoming had the highest rate of pedes-
trian deaths in the United States. The 
John P. Smith Act would ensure that 
basic safety measures could be put in 
place in a timely manner. Big John 
shared, ‘‘When you have narrow roads, 
with sharp curves, no medians and no 
shoulders, you are asking for trouble.’’ 
The projects included in this bill will 
help to save lives in tribal commu-
nities. 

John Smith has been described as a 
‘‘Champion of Change’’ by the White 
House, a skillful diplomat by his peers, 
and I was proud to call him my friend. 
It is with great honor and respect that 
I am pleased today to introduce the 
John P. Smith Act to build on John’s 
lifetime of transportation safety 
achievements. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 44—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 6 THROUGH 
10, 2017, AS ‘‘NATIONAL SCHOOL 
COUNSELING WEEK’’ 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-

LINS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
DURBIN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. KING, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. ISAK-
SON) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 44 

Whereas the American School Counselor 
Association has designated February 6 

through 10, 2017, as ‘‘National School Coun-
seling Week’’; 

Whereas school counselors have long advo-
cated for equal opportunities for all stu-
dents; 

Whereas school counselors help develop 
well-rounded students by guiding students 
through academic, personal, social, and ca-
reer development; 

Whereas personal and social growth results 
in increased academic achievement; 

Whereas school counselors play a vital role 
in ensuring that students are ready for col-
lege and careers; 

Whereas school counselors play a vital role 
in making students aware of opportunities 
for financial aid and college scholarships; 

Whereas school counselors assist with and 
coordinate efforts to foster a positive school 
climate, resulting in a safer learning envi-
ronment for all students; 

Whereas school counselors have been in-
strumental in helping students, teachers, 
and parents deal with personal trauma as 
well as tragedies in their communities and 
the United States; 

Whereas students face myriad challenges 
every day, including peer pressure, bullying, 
mental health issues, the deployment of fam-
ily members to serve in conflicts overseas, 
and school violence; 

Whereas a school counselor is one of the 
few professionals in a school building who is 
trained in both education and social and 
emotional development; 

Whereas the roles and responsibilities of 
school counselors are often misunderstood; 

Whereas the school counselor position is 
often among the first to be eliminated to 
meet budgetary constraints; 

Whereas the national average ratio of stu-
dents to school counselors is 491 to 1, almost 
twice the 250 to 1 ratio recommended by the 
American School Counselor Association, the 
National Association for College Admission 
Counseling, and other organizations; and 

Whereas the celebration of National 
School Counseling Week will increase aware-
ness of the important and necessary role 
school counselors play in the lives of stu-
dents in the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 6 through 10, 

2017, as ‘‘National School Counseling Week’’; 
and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National School Coun-
seling Week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities that promote awareness of the 
role school counselors play in schools and 
the community at large in preparing stu-
dents for fulfilling lives as contributing 
members of society. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 45—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 2017 AS 
‘‘AMERICAN HEART MONTH’’ AND 
FEBRUARY 3, 2017, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
WEAR RED DAY’’ 

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. WARREN, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 45 

Whereas heart disease affects men, women, 
and children of every age and race in the 
United States; 

Whereas, between 2003 and 2013, the death 
rate from heart disease fell nearly 30 per-
cent, but heart disease continues to be the 
leading cause of death in the United States, 
taking the lives of approximately 800,000 in-
dividuals in the United States and account-
ing for 1 in 3 deaths across the United States; 

Whereas congenital heart defects are the 
most common birth defect in the United 
States, as well as the leading killer of in-
fants with birth defects; 

Whereas, each year, an estimated 790,000 
individuals in the United States have a heart 
attack, of whom an estimated 115,000 die; 

Whereas cardiovascular disease and stroke 
account for $555,000,000,000 in health care ex-
penditures and lost productivity annually; 

Whereas, by 2030, cardiovascular disease 
and stroke will account for $1,093,900,000,000 
in health care expenditures and lost produc-
tivity annually; 

Whereas individuals in the United States 
have made great progress in reducing the 
death rate for coronary heart disease, but 
this progress has been more modest with re-
spect to the death rate for coronary heart 
disease for women and minorities; 

Whereas many people do not recognize that 
heart disease is the number 1 killer of 
women in the United States, taking the lives 
of 298,840 women in 2015; 

Whereas nearly 2⁄3 of women who unexpect-
edly die of heart disease have no previous 
symptoms of disease; 

Whereas nearly 1⁄2 of all African-American 
adults have some form of cardiovascular dis-
ease, including 48 percent of African-Amer-
ican women and 44 percent of African-Amer-
ican men; 

Whereas Alaska Natives die from heart dis-
ease at younger ages than individuals from 
other ethnic groups; 

Whereas it is estimated that 36 percent of 
Alaska Natives and American Indians who 
die of cardiovascular disease die before 
reaching 65 years of age; 

Whereas many minority women, including 
African-American, Hispanic, Asian-Amer-
ican, and Native-American women and 
women from indigenous populations, have a 
greater prevalence of risk factors or are at a 
higher risk of death from heart disease, 
stroke, and other cardiovascular diseases, 
but such women are less likely to know of 
the risk; 

Whereas, between 1965 and 2017, treatment 
of cardiovascular disease for women has 
largely been based on medical research on 
men; 

Whereas, due to the differences in heart 
disease between men and women, more re-
search and data on the effects of heart dis-
ease treatments for women is vital; 

Whereas extensive clinical and statistical 
studies have identified major and contrib-
uting factors that increase the risk of heart 
disease, including high blood pressure, high 
blood cholesterol, smoking tobacco products, 
exposure to tobacco smoke, physical inac-
tivity, obesity, and diabetes mellitus; 

Whereas an individual can greatly reduce 
the risk of cardiovascular disease through 
lifestyle modification coupled with medical 
treatment when necessary; 

Whereas greater awareness and early de-
tection of risk factors of heart disease can 
improve and save the lives of thousands of 
individuals in the United States each year; 

Whereas, under section 101(1) of title 36, 
United States Code, the President is re-
quested to issue an annual proclamation des-
ignating February as American Heart 
Month; 

Whereas the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute of the National Institutes of 
Health, the American Heart Association, and 
many other organizations celebrate National 
Wear Red Day during February by ‘‘going 
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red’’ to increase awareness about heart dis-
ease as the leading killer of women; and 

Whereas, every year since 1964, the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating 
the month of February as American Heart 
Month: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 2017 as ‘‘American 

Heart Month’’ and February 3, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Wear Red Day’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Amer-
ican Heart Month and National Wear Red 
Day; 

(3) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment in the United States to fighting heart 
disease and stroke by— 

(A) promoting awareness about the causes, 
risks, and prevention of heart disease and 
stroke; 

(B) supporting research on heart disease 
and stroke; and 

(C) expanding access to medical treatment; 
(4) commends the efforts of States, terri-

tories and possessions of the United States, 
localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and other entities, and the people of 
the United States who support American 
Heart Month and National Wear Red Day; 
and 

(5) encourages every individual in the 
United States to learn about the risk of the 
individual for heart disease. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 46—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

Mr. ENZI submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred from the 
Committee on the Budget; which was 
referred to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration: 

S. RES. 46 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY. 

In carrying out its powers, duties, and 
functions under the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction 
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on the Budget (in this 
resolution referred to as the ‘‘committee’’) is 
authorized from March 1, 2017 through Feb-
ruary 28, 2019, in its discretion, to— 

(1) make expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the Senate; 

(2) employ personnel; and 
(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-

ment department or agency concerned and 
the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable 
basis the services of personnel of any such 
department or agency. 
SEC. 2. EXPENSES. 

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2017.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2017 through 
September 30, 2017 under this resolution 
shall not exceed $3,534,372, of which 
amount— 

(1) not to exceed $35,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $21,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the 

period October 1, 2017 through September 30, 
2018 under this resolution shall not exceed 
$6,058,924, of which amount— 

(1) not to exceed $60,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $36,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 
28, 2019.—The expenses of the committee for 
the period October 1, 2018 through February 
28, 2019 under this resolution shall not exceed 
$2,524,552, of which amount— 

(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $15,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 
SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION. 

The committee shall report its findings, 
together with such recommendations for leg-
islation as it deems advisable, to the Senate 
at the earliest practicable date, but not later 
than February 28, 2019. 
SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), expenses of the committee 
under this resolution shall be paid from the 
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers 
approved by the chairman of the committee. 

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers 
shall not be required for— 

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate; 

(B) the payment of telecommunications 
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery; 

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the 
Senate; 

(E) the payment of metered charges on 
copying equipment provided by the Office of 
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and 
Photographic Services; or 

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail 
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper. 

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations 
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’’ of the Senate such sums as may 
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of 
the committee— 

(1) for the period March 1, 2017 through 
September 30, 2017; 

(2) for the period October 1, 2017 through 
September 30, 2018; and 

(3) for the period October 1, 2018 through 
February 28, 2019. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 47—SUP-
PORTING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
Mr. DONNELLY (for himself, Mr. 

RUBIO, and Mr. TOOMEY) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 47 

Whereas Catholic schools in the United 
States are internationally acclaimed for 

their academic excellence and provide stu-
dents with more than an exceptional scho-
lastic education; 

Whereas Catholic schools instill a broad, 
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual, 
physical, and social values in young people 
in the United States; 

Whereas Catholic schools provide a high 
level of service to the United States by pro-
viding a diverse student population from all 
regions of the country and all socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds, with 36.4 percent of stu-
dents from ethnic and racial backgrounds 
and 17.4 percent of whom are non-Catholic, 
with a strong academic and moral founda-
tion; 

Whereas Catholic schools are an affordable 
option for parents, particularly in under-
served urban areas; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
strongly dedicated to their faith, values, 
families, and communities by providing an 
intellectually stimulating environment rich 
in spiritual, character, and moral develop-
ment; 

Whereas Catholic schools are committed to 
community service, producing graduates who 
hold ‘‘helping others’’ as one of their core 
values; 

Whereas the total Catholic school student 
enrollment for the 2015–2016 academic year 
was almost 2,000,000 and the student-teacher 
ratio was 13.1 to 1; 

Whereas Catholic schools educate a diverse 
population: 20.3 percent racial minorities; 
16.1 percent Hispanic/Latino; 17.4 percent 
non-Catholic; 

Whereas the Catholic high school gradua-
tion rate is 99 percent, with 87 percent of 
graduates attending 4-year colleges; 

Whereas, in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by 
which the Church fulfills its commitment to 
the dignity of the person and building of 
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore, 
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual 
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the 
many communities in which he lives.’’; 

Whereas the week of January 29, 2017, to 
February 4, 2017, has been designated as Na-
tional Catholic Schools Week by the Na-
tional Catholic Educational Association and 
the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, and February 1, 2017, as National 
Appreciation Day for Catholic Schools; 

Whereas National Catholic Schools Week 
was first established in 1974 and has been 
celebrated annually for the past 43 years; 

Whereas, while some Catholic schools are 
challenged by declining enrollments and 
school closures, the good news is that there 
is a strong demand and enthusiasm for 
Catholic schools; 

Whereas 32 percent of Catholic schools 
have waiting lists for admission and new 
schools are opening across the country; and 

Whereas the theme for National Catholic 
Schools Week 2017 is Catholic Schools: Com-
munities of Faith, Knowledge and Service: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of National Catholic 

Schools Week, an event cosponsored by the 
National Catholic Educational Association 
and the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and established to recognize the 
vital contributions of the thousands of 
Catholic elementary and secondary schools 
in the United States; 
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