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red’” to increase awareness about heart dis-
ease as the leading killer of women; and

Whereas, every year since 1964, the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating
the month of February as American Heart
Month: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 2017 as ‘‘American
Heart Month” and February 3, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Wear Red Day’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Amer-
ican Heart Month and National Wear Red
Day;

(3) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment in the United States to fighting heart
disease and stroke by—

(A) promoting awareness about the causes,
risks, and prevention of heart disease and
stroke;

(B) supporting research on heart disease
and stroke; and

(C) expanding access to medical treatment;

(4) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories and possessions of the United States,
localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and other entities, and the people of
the United States who support American
Heart Month and National Wear Red Day;
and

(5) encourages every individual in the
United States to learn about the risk of the
individual for heart disease.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 46—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

Mr. ENZI submitted the following
resolution; which was referred from the
Committee on the Budget; which was
referred to the Committee on Rules
and Administration:

S. RES. 46

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on the Budget (in this
resolution referred to as the ‘‘committee”) is
authorized from March 1, 2017 through Feb-
ruary 28, 2019, in its discretion, to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2017.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017 under this resolution
shall not exceed $3,534,372, of which
amount—

(1) not to exceed $35,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $21,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
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period October 1, 2017 through September 30,
2018 under this resolution shall not exceed
$6,058,924, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $60,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $36,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2019.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2018 through February
28, 2019 under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,524,552, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $15,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION.

The committee shall report its findings,
together with such recommendations for leg-
islation as it deems advisable, to the Senate
at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2019.

SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017;

(2) for the period October 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2018; and

(3) for the period October 1, 2018 through
February 28, 2019.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 47—SUP-
PORTING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Mr. DONNELLY (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, and Mr. TOOMEY) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 47

Whereas Catholic schools in the United

States are internationally acclaimed for
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their academic excellence and provide stu-
dents with more than an exceptional scho-
lastic education;

Whereas Catholic schools instill a broad,
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual,
physical, and social values in young people
in the United States;

Whereas Catholic schools provide a high
level of service to the United States by pro-
viding a diverse student population from all
regions of the country and all socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds, with 36.4 percent of stu-
dents from ethnic and racial backgrounds
and 17.4 percent of whom are non-Catholic,
with a strong academic and moral founda-
tion;

Whereas Catholic schools are an affordable
option for parents, particularly in under-
served urban areas;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
strongly dedicated to their faith, values,
families, and communities by providing an
intellectually stimulating environment rich
in spiritual, character, and moral develop-
ment;

Whereas Catholic schools are committed to
community service, producing graduates who
hold ‘‘helping others’” as one of their core
values;

Whereas the total Catholic school student
enrollment for the 2015-2016 academic year
was almost 2,000,000 and the student-teacher
ratio was 13.1 to 1;

Whereas Catholic schools educate a diverse
population: 20.3 percent racial minorities;
16.1 percent Hispanic/Latino; 17.4 percent
non-Catholic;

Whereas the Catholic high school gradua-
tion rate is 99 percent, with 87 percent of
graduates attending 4-year colleges;

Whereas, in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by
which the Church fulfills its commitment to
the dignity of the person and building of
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore,
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the
many communities in which he lives.”’;

Whereas the week of January 29, 2017, to
February 4, 2017, has been designated as Na-
tional Catholic Schools Week by the Na-
tional Catholic Educational Association and
the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, and February 1, 2017, as National
Appreciation Day for Catholic Schools;

Whereas National Catholic Schools Week
was first established in 1974 and has been
celebrated annually for the past 43 years;

Whereas, while some Catholic schools are
challenged by declining enrollments and
school closures, the good news is that there
is a strong demand and enthusiasm for
Catholic schools;

Whereas 32 percent of Catholic schools
have waiting lists for admission and new
schools are opening across the country; and

Whereas the theme for National Catholic
Schools Week 2017 is Catholic Schools: Com-
munities of Faith, Knowledge and Service:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of National Catholic
Schools Week, an event cosponsored by the
National Catholic Educational Association
and the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and established to recognize the
vital contributions of the thousands of
Catholic elementary and secondary schools
in the United States;
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(2) applauds the National Catholic Edu-
cational Association and the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops on their se-
lection of a theme that all can celebrate; and

(3) supports the continued dedication of
Catholic schools, students, parents, and
teachers across the United States toward
academic excellence, and supports the key
role they play in promoting and ensuring a
brighter, stronger future for the United
States.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Dr. Anne
Ordway, a fellow in my Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, be granted floor privileges for
the remainder of the first session of the
115th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

VIETNAM WAR VETERANS
RECOGNITION ACT OF 2017

Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 305, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 305) to amend title 4, United
States Code, to encourage the display of the
flag of the United States on National Viet-
nam War Veterans Day.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mrs. ERNST. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 305) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 305

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Vietnam

War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017”°.

SEC. 2. DISPLAY OF FLAG ON NATIONAL VIETNAM
WAR VETERANS DAY.

Section 6(d) of title 4, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘National Vietnam
War Veterans Day, March 29;” after ‘‘third
Monday in February;”.

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY
6, 2017

Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 12 noon, Monday, February
6; that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; further, that the Senate pro-
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ceed to a period of morning business
for leader remarks, with no motions in
order, for up to 15 minutes; and fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the DeVos nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to executive
session to resume consideration of the
DeVos nomination and that it stand
adjourned under the previous order at
1:30 p.m. today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 6, 2017

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 12 noon on Monday,
February 6.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:30 p.m.,
adjourned until Monday, February 6,
2017, at 12 noon.
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