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HONORING BARRY S. GALE FOR 50 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Mr. Barry S. Gale from 
Gouverneur, New York. This month, Mr. Gale 
will be celebrating 50 years as a volunteer 
firefighter at the Gouverneur Fire Department. 

He joined the Department in 1967 as a 
dedicated citizen and volunteer. Mr. Gale was 
assigned to Hose Company Number 1 and 
served in the position for eight years. His re-
markable service gave him the opportunity to 
advance within the Fire Department, serving 
as 2nd Assistant Chief from 1975 to 1977. He 
then rose to 1st Assistant Chief and served in 
the position until 1979. From there, Mr. Gale 
served as Chief Engineer until 1981. 

Mr. Gale has earned numerous awards for 
his devotion to the Fire Department. He re-
ceived the Department’s ‘‘Chiefs Award’’ in 
2006 and then again in 2009. In 2011, he was 
named the Department’s ‘‘Firefighter of the 
Year.’’ These awards and Mr. Gale’s years of 
dedicated service are a testament to his char-
acter and the community he has called home. 

On this day, I want to take a moment to 
thank Mr. Barry Gale for his many years of 
public service to our district, especially to the 
town of Gouverneur. Congratulations on cele-
brating 50 years of volunteer service at the 
Gouverneur Fire Department. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
GARY ANDRES 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions Gary Andres has 
made to the House of Representatives. 

Gary most recently served as the Staff Di-
rector for the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce under the leadership of Congressman 
FRED UPTON. In his last term as Chairman, 
Congressman UPTON partnered with me to au-
thor the 21st Century Cures Act. I got to know 
Gary very well over nearly three years as we 
worked to pass the bill into law. 

It was a real pleasure working with Gary. 
Even at the darkest moments, when we 
couldn’t seem to find a way to come to a bi-
partisan agreement on Cures, Gary’s steady 
leadership and immutable resolve helped to 
light the way forward. His wise counsel is one 
of the reasons that bill was enacted into law. 
Although he is leaving Capitol Hill, the 21st 
Century Cures Act stands as a testament to 
his immeasurable contributions to this body. 

Gary is a person of integrity and an incred-
ibly effective staffer. The American people 

were lucky to have his service with the House 
of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL BYRON P. 
DEEL 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to honor Colonel Byron Deel, Chief of the 
Joint Staff, Tennessee National Guard. After 
32 years of dedicated service to our state and 
country, Colonel Deel has announced his re-
tirement, effective February 5, 2017. 

Over the course of his career, Byron has 
held numerous leadership roles with a wide 
range of responsibilities. Whether it be his 
time as Company Commander of the 173rd 
Personnel Support Company, his command of 
the Joint Counterdrug Task Force or his cur-
rent position as Chief of the Joint Staff, Byron 
has exemplified a work ethic and regard for 
others that is second-to-none. As such, he has 
more than earned the utmost admiration and 
respect that his colleagues and peers hold for 
him. 

Colonel Deel’s career includes two deploy-
ments: In 2001 to Bosnia, where he was re-
sponsible for supporting the State Department 
as military liaison and intelligence officer. In 
2005, he deployed to Afghanistan as an Em-
bedded Team Trainer as part of the 196th 
Field Artillery Brigade. There he served as a 
mentor in Intelligence and Operations to the 
Afghan National Army. 

Byron’s exemplary service to our nation is 
reflected in the numerous commendations and 
military decorations he has received, including: 
The Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, and 
the Tennessee National Guard Distinguished 
Service Medal, among a long list of many oth-
ers. 

It is also important to mention that his wife, 
Mary Deel, whom Byron introduces as ‘‘the 
Better Deal’’, also serves in the National 
Guard as the Education Services Officer. 

On a personal note, Byron has been an in-
valuable resource for me and my staff on 
issues impacting our guardsmen. While I am 
sorry that Tennessee is losing an officer of 
such high caliber, on behalf of the grateful citi-
zens of Tennessee’s Fourth District, I extend 
a heartfelt thanks for his outstanding service 
to this great country and wish him the very 
best in his retirement. 

HONORING PHILLIP ‘‘RUSS’’ RIZZO 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the career and public 
service of Phillip ‘‘Russ’’ Rizzo, as he con-
cludes his service on the Common Council of 
the city of North Tonawanda, New York. 

A lifelong city resident and U.S. Army Vet-
eran, prior to entering public service, Russ 
was the owner of Rizzo and Ricotta Office 
Products. While operating his business, Russ 
began his public service on the city’s Zoning 
Board of Appeals, serving from 1994 to 1996. 
Russ joined the Common Council in 2000, 
working to alleviate flooding problems in the 
1st Ward, and later spearheading efforts to re-
vitalize the NT waterfront, culminating in the 
opening of a restaurant at Gratwick Riverside 
Park. In addition to his focus on neighbor-
hoods and the waterfront, Russ put a great 
deal of time and energy into rejuvenating the 
city’s downtown business district. 

From 2010 through 2012, Russ served as a 
member of the Niagara County Legislature. 
Later in 2012, Russ returned to the Common 
Council where he continued to serve constitu-
ents, personally addressing their issues and 
making sure no calls went unanswered. 

In his retirement, Russ and his wife Mary 
look forward to spending more time with their 
family. They are parents to four children, 
grandparents to seven and are blessed with 
one great-grandchild. 

In 2012, I was given the honor of having the 
opportunity to represent North Tonawanda. 
Few public officials welcomed me with a great-
er degree of warmth than did Russ Rizzo. 
Russ is a true gentleman who only had the 
very best interests of his hometown at heart. 
His constituents were well-served by him, and 
I am honored both by his collegiality as well 
as his friendship. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor Russ and recognize all 
that he has done for the City of North Tona-
wanda. I know that you join me and all of our 
colleagues in wishing Russ, Mary and their 
entire family the very best of good health and 
happiness in the months and years to come. 

f 

HONORING LORETTA WEINBERG 
ON HER BIRTHDAY 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, on her birthday, to honor the tireless 
dedication of Senator Loretta Weinberg to the 
people of New Jersey. Senator Weinberg has 
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been a remarkable advocate for the people of 
Bergen County for decades, serving first as 
Assistant Administrator of Bergen County, on 
the Teaneck Council, then in the New Jersey 
Assembly and now in the New Jersey State 
Senate. She is currently the Senate Majority 
Leader. 

Majority Leader Weinberg has used every 
post she’s held to fight tenaciously on behalf 
of the people of New Jersey. She’s advocated 
relentlessly for making the investments in our 
infrastructure that we need to keep our econ-
omy humming and create new jobs, for ethics 
and transparency in government, for strength-
ening our communities, and for women, and 
for all of those left out of the circle of oppor-
tunity. 

I salute Weinberg for her strong and dogged 
voice, her countless accomplishments, and for 
her tireless advocacy on behalf of the people 
of New Jersey. I look forward to working with 
her to serve our mutual constituents in Bergen 
County. 

f 

HONORING STAN JONES 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dear friend of mine—a policy leader 
who dedicated his life to providing better edu-
cational opportunities for Hoosier kids. His 
work spanned decades. I am speaking of Indi-
ana’s own, Stan Jones. 

Most recently, Stan founded Complete Col-
lege America in order to build a network of 
states committed to substantially increasing 
the number of Americans with a postsec-
ondary credential. 

Earlier in his career, Stan was elected to the 
Indiana House of Representatives at age 24. 
As a member of both the House Education 
and State Budget committees, he developed 
expertise in higher education and higher-edu-
cation finance. All told, Stan served 16 years 
in the Indiana state legislature and more than 
five years as a senior advisor to Governor 
Evan Bayh. 

His service as Indiana commissioner for 
higher education spanned 12 years and the 
tenure of four different governors from both 
political parties. As commissioner, he was 
credited as a primary architect of several land-
mark education policy initiatives in Indiana. 
These initiatives included the 21st Century 
Scholars program, an early promise scholar-
ship program aimed at increasing the number 
of low-income students attending and com-
pleting a postsecondary education; the devel-
opment of Indiana’s new community college 
system; the creation of Indiana’s Education 
Roundtable; and the implementation of Core 
40, a college prep curriculum that has contrib-
uted to a significant increase in high school 
seniors going to college. 

Stan was also instrumental in the high 
school drop-out reform legislation that I au-
thored as a state legislator a decade ago. 
Those reforms helped drive Indiana’s extraor-
dinary progress with its statewide graduation 
rate improving to nearly 90 percent—an al-
most 20 percent increase from a decade be-
fore. 

It is no exaggeration to say those reform 
ideas were hatched over cheeseburgers and 

fries at Loughmiller’s Pub & Eatery right 
across from the Indiana State Capitol. Truth 
be told, Stan had the ideas, and I simply 
worked to implement them. 

Another great Hoosier, former champion 
UCLA basketball head coach John Wooden 
once said, ‘‘it’s amazing how much can be ac-
complished if no one cares who gets credit.’’ 
At his very core, Stan Jones exemplified that 
ideal. 

You will be missed, my friend. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE SOCIAL SECU-
RITY ADMINISTRATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 2, 2017 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to H.J. Res. 40, disapproving of the 
Social Security Administration’s (SSA) rule-
making on the Implementation of the NICS Im-
provement Amendments Act of 2007. While I 
have reservations about the rule, I do not be-
lieve the Congressional Review Act is the way 
to fix it. 

Under the rule, individuals with a severe, 
long-term mental disorder who SSA deter-
mines are unable to manage their benefits 
would be placed on the NICS list and prohib-
ited from purchasing a firearm. That tens of 
thousands of Americans die each year due to 
gun violence is unconscionable, and I do be-
lieve that the government has a role to play in 
alleviating this public health crisis. 

However, as Co-Chair of the Bipartisan Dis-
abilities Caucus, I understand the concerns of 
many mental health and disability rights advo-
cates that this rule also has the potential to 
perpetuate the stigma that people with psy-
chiatric or intellectual disabilities are more 
prone to violence, when they are often more 
likely to be the victims of violence. I also be-
lieve the due process procedures in this rule 
can and should be strengthened. Nonetheless, 
I believe these concerns can be addressed 
without resorting to the Congressional Review 
Act, and I cannot support this resolution of dis-
approval. 

This is particularly true as passage of the 
resolution of disapproval could limit SSA’s fu-
ture regulatory activity in this area and could 
discourage other ongoing efforts to improve 
gun safety laws. I look forward to working with 
both the disability community and the Adminis-
tration to protect the rights of individuals with 
disabilities while maintaining the integrity of 
the rulemaking process. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and was not present for two roll 
call votes on Monday, January 30, 2016. Had 
I been present, I would have voted in this 
manner: 

Roll Call Vote No. 66—Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass, as Amended: To remove 
the sunset provision of section 203 of Public 
Law 105–384 and for other purposes—YES 

Roll Call Vote No. 67—Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass, as Amended: Ocmulgee 
Mounds National Historical Park Boundary Re-
vision Act of 2017—YES 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
GEORGE MESKUS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career and achievements of Mr. 
George Meskus, outgoing Claims Representa-
tive at the Merced Social Security branch, and 
lifelong resident of the San Joaquin Valley. In 
over 35 years of service to the Social Security 
Administration, Mr. Meskus has consistently 
shown his colleagues an exemplary degree of 
dedication and passion for his work, earning 
praise from his coworkers and the community 
he’s served over the course of his tenure. 

Mr. Meskus’s long life of service to the 
United States began in 1975 with his enlist-
ment in the U.S. Air Force, where he would 
remain until he began his career with the Mo-
desto Social Security branch in 1981. Mr. 
Meskus was initially hired as a Service Rep-
resentative, but was quickly promoted to be-
come a Claims Representative, and eventually 
moved to the Merced Social Security branch 
to continue his services. 

Throughout his time at the Modesto and 
Merced Social Security offices, Mr. Meskus 
has gone above and beyond the expectations 
of his peers. He has displayed a keen aware-
ness of the sensitive nature which prefaces 
many of the cases he processes, and always 
does so with the well-being of his clientele in 
mind. He has proven to be a fast and efficient 
employee, and frequently offers his peers di-
rection and historical perspectives on com-
plicated technical issues that so often face 
members of the Social Security Administration. 
His willingness to take on more than his fair 
share of cases has been invaluable to the pro-
ductivity of the branches that he has served. 
Such selflessness will be deeply missed by 
those who have been lucky enough to call Mr. 
Meskus their coworker. 

Mr. Meskus’s decision to retire has been bit-
ter-sweet news to process for many of his 
peers. The Social Security Administration is 
losing an integral colleague with a wealth of 
knowledge that has been essential to the effi-
ciency of the branches he has served. The 
hard work and determination that he has dem-
onstrated throughout his career has earned 
his well-deserved retirement to become a 
world traveler and to renew his devotion as a 
father and grandfather. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the career and achieve-
ments of Mr. George Meskus. His stalwart 
commitment to the greater cause of the Social 
Security Administration has bettered the lives 
of countless people in Modesto and Merced. 
As he prepares to travel the world with his 
wife, Gloria, we wish him the best of luck, and 
hope his journeys bring him a fruitful life in the 
years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING THE NEW MEMBERS 

OF THE NORTHEAST GEORGIA 
BUSINESS HALL OF FAME 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize three hardworking and 
tremendously accomplished men in our com-
munity. Mr. Randall Frost, Mr. Jim Mathis, and 
Mr. Paul Maney will be inducted into the 
Northeast Georgia Business Hall of Fame for 
their exemplary public service, community in-
volvement, and business accomplishments. 

Mr. Randall Frost grew up in Baxley, GA 
where he learned the importance of hard 
work, responsibility, and service to his church 
as well as his community. He is a managing 
partner with Steward, Melvin & Frost, which 
offers a variety of services to their clients, 
from litigation to tax advice. Their firm 
prioritizes commitment to the Gainesville com-
munity. 

Mr. Jim Mathis was the CEO of the North 
Georgia Community Foundation which ‘‘sup-
ports nonprofit organizations by building, dis-
tributing and preserving philanthropic assets to 
enhance the quality of life in the region.’’ They 
have awarded more than $50 million in grants 
and funding to high school students and col-
lege students through 26 scholarships. 

Lastly, Mr. Paul Maney, a devoted commu-
nity member and philanthropist, was an execu-
tive at IBM. Since his retirement, he has been 
investing in small business across North Geor-
gia and supporting many nonprofit and civic 
organizations for hospitals and children 
groups. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
these three distinguished men for their service 
to their businesses and communities. They are 
shining examples of the hard work and dedi-
cation that comes out of northeast Georgia. 

f 

SECURING ACCESS TO NETWORKS 
IN DISASTER ACT OR SANDY ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 588, Securing Access to Net-
works in Disaster Act, which requires the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to submit to 
Congress and publish on the FCC website a 
study on the public safety benefits, technical 
feasibility, and cost of providing the public with 
access to 9–1–1 services during times of 
emergency when mobile service is unavail-
able. 

As a senior member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I am well aware of the impor-
tance of telephone service during disasters. 

The Securing Access to Networks in Disas-
ters (SANDy) Act seeks to ensure the resil-
iency of the nation’s communications networks 
during emergencies. 

Acquiring cellphone service during a mas-
sive natural or manmade disaster is often dif-
ficult, if not impossible, and this is why this 
piece of legislation is so essential. 

During the September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks that destroyed the World Trade Center 

in New York City, cellphone service was se-
verely disrupted, forcing many callers to re-
peatedly dial to get through to 9–1–1 emer-
gency services. 

On that day, some of the most tragic, heart 
wrenching calls came from those trapped in 
the Twin Towers. 

It is not only during terrorist attacks that 
cellphone services are severely disrupted, but 
also natural disasters such as Hurricane 
Katrina, which claimed the lives of over 1,800 
people. 

The SANDy Act would ensure that during an 
emergency, consumers’ cell phones work on 
other carriers’ networks if a consumer’s own 
network goes down. 

H.R. 588 would give priority to calls to 9–1– 
1 services and emergency alerts. 

It also would increase coordination between 
wireless carriers, utilities, and public safety of-
ficials by creating a directory of the contact in-
formation for relevant disaster response offi-
cials. 

The bill would require the FCC to report to 
Congress regarding whether additional outage 
data should be provided in times of emer-
gency. 

In addition, the bill requires the FCC to re-
port to Congress on the viability of providing 
9–1–1 services over Wi-Fi hotspots during 
emergencies. 

H.R. 588 would be of immense benefit to 
the 18th Congressional District and the greater 
Houston area. 

On April 17–18, 2016, Houston experienced 
a historic flood event that claimed the lives of 
eight people, damaged over 1,150 house-
holds, disrupted hundreds of businesses, 
closed community centers, schools, and 
places of worship due to flood waters. 

On April 25, President Obama granted the 
request for federal Individual Assistance for 
Harris County residences and business own-
ers who were affected by severe weather and 
flooding. 

Unfortunately, that was not the end of the 
story of flooding in Houston for 2016—in early 
June another record setting rainfall led to cata-
strophic flooding throughout the Houston area. 

I am grateful to President Obama and the 
great work of those at the Department of 
Homeland Security who worked tirelessly to 
help people after both 2016 flood events. 

I spoke on the House Floor several times 
about the Floods and the suffering caused by 
the waters that came through our commu-
nities—damaging homes, our schools, places 
of business, and our places of worship. 

The flooding problems in the Houston area 
are frequent, widespread, and severe, with 
projects to reduce flood risks in place that are 
valued at several billion dollars. 

In 2015, the Houston and surrounding area 
experienced widespread historic flooding. 

The importance of being able to contact 
emergency responders in the case of natural 
disasters is critical in order to save the lives of 
those directly affected by such events. 

The SANDy Act would provide telecommuni-
cation access to victims of natural and man- 
made disasters. 

The SANDy Act amends the Stafford Act to 
ensure that all communications providers: 

1. Have the ability to access relevant dis-
aster stricken areas during emergencies to re-
store service; and 

2. Are included in the universal credentialing 
program for essential service providers 

The SANDy Act would recognize the critical 
role that all communications providers—broad-
casters, cable, and telecommunications— 
serve in emergencies, but most notably, the 
bill would ensure consumers have access to 
wireless service even if their cellphone service 
provider’s wireless network goes down. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 588, the Securing Access to Net-
works in Disaster Act. 

f 

THANKING BERNARD E. BEIDEL 
FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO 
THE HOUSE 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and thank Mr. Bernard E. Beidel 
for his dedicated and unwavering support to 
the United States House of Representatives. 

This month, Bern celebrates his twenty-sixth 
year of service to this great legislative body. 
For his entire time with this institution Bern 
has served as the Director of the Office of 
Employee Assistance (OEA). 

Through his leadership and direction, Bern’s 
office delivers comprehensive confidential as-
sistance covering an array of personal and 
work-related issues that have the potential to 
impact an employee’s performance, produc-
tivity and well-being. 

The idea to create the Office of Employee 
Assistance in the House of Representatives 
was rooted in the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 
1988. This monumental legislation authorized 
Employee Assistance grant programs in the 
U.S. Department of Labor. 

In February 1991, the Clerk of the House, 
Donnald K. Anderson, hired Bern to serve as 
the Director of OEA. Immediately upon assum-
ing this mantle, Bern began to build one of the 
most recognized and respected employee as-
sistance programs in our Nation. In 1995, 
OEA was transferred to the Chief Administra-
tive Officer, where it resides today. 

Over the course of his tenure with the 
House, Bern and his team have had a lasting 
impact on individual employees within Member 
offices and Committees. In addition, his team 
serves employees who work for the House Of-
ficers, the Congressional Budget Office, and 
the USCP. The confidential nature of OEA’s 
services demand an individual who possesses 
integrity, character, and trust. Bern exemplifies 
the qualities and characteristics of his profes-
sion. But it is truly Bern’s personality that 
serves as a beacon for all who know him. 

Mr. Speaker, based on the kindness, com-
passion and love that Bern has for his work 
and the House of Representatives, it is no sur-
prise that I am not the first Member of Con-
gress to honor him with a statement for the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

First, on December 18, 2001, Bern and 
OEA were recognized when they received the 
EAP Excellence award which is jointly offered 
by the EAP Digest and Employee Assistance 
Professionals Association. 

Then, on December 11, 2013, my friend and 
former colleague Congresswoman Candice 
Miller also had the distinct pleasure of recog-
nizing Bern as the recipient of the 2013 Life-
time Achievement Award issued by the Em-
ployee Assistance Professionals Association 
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(EAPA). This illustrious award is given to an 
EAPA member who has made significant con-
tributions to the employee assistance profes-
sion. In addition to this accolade, Bern was 
also the recipient of the EAPA Member of the 
Year in 2002. 

Prior to his time in the House of Represent-
atives, Bern served as a drug specialist in the 
United States Coast Guard, where he had the 
opportunity to hone his acute understanding of 
employee assistance. He continued his career 
in public service with the New Jersey State 
Police where he established the organization’s 
employee assistance program. 

Based on his background with the New Jer-
sey State Police, it is no surprise that Bern 
was instrumental in establishing a Memo-
randum of Understanding with the U.S. Capitol 
Police in 2000. Because of this important 
agreement, the men and women who guard 
our campus have access to the outstanding 
services provided by the CAO’s Office of Em-
ployee Assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored and humbled to 
stand before you and recognize Bern for his 
outstanding contributions and overall impact to 
the House of Representatives. I also want to 
thank his current staff Lisbeth McBride, Jen-
nifer Lavan, Paul Tewksbury, Margot Hawkins- 
Green and all of the other staff members who 
have served under Bern’s tutelage during the 
past quarter century. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to acknowledge 
Bern’s family. As you know, public service is 
an honorable and noble calling requiring great 
sacrifices to our time. Therefore, I would like 
to thank Bern’s family, including his wife 
Donna, their daughters, sons-in-law, and 
grandchildren Jessica and Mather Hinders 
(Lily and Emmett) and Cynthia and Jonn 
Aitken (Alexander) for their generous devotion, 
unwavering support, and unconditional love. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislative body and our 
grateful Nation owe Bern and his entire family 
a debt of gratitude. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING FRAUD ENFORCE-
MENT ACT OF 2017 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to reintroduce the Human 
Trafficking Fraud Enforcement Act of 2017 
with my colleague Rep. TED POE. 

In March 1931, the infamous gangster, Al 
Capone, was ultimately indicted for tax fraud. 
Today the IRS Criminal Investigations division 
continues to play a vital role in proving crimi-
nal activity and fraud. I believe that the IRS 
can play a similar role in cracking down on 
criminals profiting from human trafficking and 
prostitution. 

This bill authorizes $4 million to establish an 
office within the IRS to prosecute sex traf-
fickers for violations of tax laws. The office 
would focus on the willful failure of traffickers 
to file returns, supply information, or pay tax 
where the taxpayer is an ‘‘aggravated’’ non- 
filer. In addition, the office would coordinate 
closely with existing task forces focused on 
sex trafficking offenders in the Department of 
Justice. 

The bill also amends the Internal Revenue 
Code to increase criminal monetary and other 
penalties for attempts to: evade or defeat tax, 
willful failure to file a tax return, supply infor-
mation, or pay tax, aggravated failure to file 
tax returns, fraud and false statements, and 
underpayment or overpayment of tax due to 
fraud. This offense will carry a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years and a maximum fine of 
$50,000. 

The Human Trafficking Fraud Enforcement 
Act of 2017 also establishes a new felony of-
fense for an aggravated failure to file to in-
clude failure to file with respect to income or 
payments derived from activity which is crimi-
nal under Federal or State law. This will target 
those involved in the promotion of commercial 
sex acts—pimps and traffickers—and not con-
duct of exploited persons in prostitution. 

Last, this bill directly benefits those who are 
victimized by the traffickers by revising current 
IRS Whistleblower provisions so that women 
and girls who choose to come forward to co-
operate in an investigation will be eligible to 
participate in the whistleblower program and 
may ultimately be granted up to 15% of any 
fines levied against the trafficker. 

We must use every tool possible to take 
down traffickers, who have often proven elu-
sive to apprehend and prosecute. I urge my 
colleagues to cosponsor this important legisla-
tion. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
LARRY PISTORESI, SR. 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and career of Mr. Larry 
Pistoresi, Sr., lifelong resident and deeply in-
volved community member of Chowchilla. Mr. 
Pistoresi’s unfailing drive to improve his com-
munity has been an inspiration to countless 
others who have crossed his path. His gen-
uine character and love for the people of 
Chowchilla will be deeply missed by those for-
tunate enough to have known him. 

Larry Pistoresi, Sr. was born in Berenda, 
California and raised in Chowchilla, where he 
spent his childhood and teenage years attend-
ing local schools. After graduating from 
Chowchilla High School in 1942, Mr. Pistoresi 
served in the United States Air Force for 3 
years, and returned to Chowchilla to work as 
a car salesman with his father, Pete. After sur-
mounting great success as a car salesman, 
Mr. Pistoresi eventually joined Pistoresi Chev-
rolet in partnership with his father, and brother 
Monte. After selling Pistoresi Chevrolet, Mr. 
Pistoresi continued working as a car salesman 
at Steve’s Chevrolet until he celebrated his 
92nd birthday. 

As a public figure and role model for the 
people of Chowchilla, Mr. Pistoresi’s track 
record has excelled above and beyond what 
most would consider as impressive. Mr. 
Pistoresi joined the Chowchilla Rotary Club in 
1949 when he was 25 years old, and did not 
miss a single meeting for 68 years. He was a 
founder of the Board of Directors of the 
Chowchilla District Memorial Hospital, which 
was created in 1954, and has served under 
virtually every position on the Board, including 

Director, President, and permanent Chair of 
the Finance Committee. Mr. Pistoresi also 
served in the Chowchilla Chamber of Com-
merce since 1970, where he had perfect at-
tendance for 46 years. 

To list every accomplishment and public 
service provided by Mr. Pistoresi would re-
quire far more time than we have here today. 
However, it should be stated firmly that few 
people, if any, have served the community of 
Chowchilla in the same capacity, and with the 
same fervor as Mr. Pistoresi did throughout 
the course of his long, fruitful life. He is re-
membered by his family and friends, including 
his wife of 44 years, Velma, his sons Larry 
Pistoresi, Jr., Jerry Danieli, and Kent Danieli, 
his sisters Violet and Irene, his brother Monte, 
and many members of his extended family, 10 
grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren, nieces, 
and nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and career of Mr. Larry 
Pistoresi, Sr., one of the most recognizable 
and hard-working figures in the community of 
Chowchilla. The level of devotion he has pro-
vided to the people around him has proven to 
be an unparalleled catalyst for the growth and 
advancement of Chowchilla. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. JOHN SMITH 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Dr. John Smith for his 
work as the Senior Health Services Advisor for 
Gainesville’s own Fieldale Farms—one of the 
largest independent poultry producers in the 
world. 

Dr. Smith holds a degree in veterinary medi-
cine from the University of Georgia, a master 
of science in medical microbiology, and a 
master of avian medicine in poultry. He joined 
Fieldale Farms in 1991 and has continuously 
dedicated himself to the poultry and egg in-
dustry since that time. In 2004, Dr. Smith re-
ceived USPOULTRY’s Lamplighter Award for 
exemplary service to the poultry and egg in-
dustry. He has been an active member of the 
USPOULTRY Foundation Research Advisory 
Committee for 16 years, and has taken many 
steps in order to foster the success of Geor-
gia’s poultry industry. 

Each year, the Workhorse of the Year collar 
is awarded to an individual who has shown 
steadfast service and valuable leadership to 
USPOULTRY and the poultry industry. 

Dr. Smith was awarded the Workhorse of 
the Year Award at the International Poultry 
Expo in Atlanta as a direct result of his loyalty, 
dedication, and leadership within the 
USPOULTRY organization and Fieldale 
Farms. The presentation of these awards to 
Dr. Smith shows that his service has bene-
fitted the poultry industry in northeast Georgia 
and at a national level. I commend Dr. Smith 
for service that has strengthened a local com-
munity and respected industry. 
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TRIBUTE TO DARYL BUSCH 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to Riverside 
County, California, are exceptional. Last 
month, Daryl Busch completed his service on 
the Board of Directors of the Southern Cali-
fornia Regional Rail Authority (‘‘Metrolink’’). He 
began his service on the Board in January of 
2005 and served as Vice Chair between the 
years of 2015 and 2016. 

Daryl Busch brought valuable expertise to 
the Board through his service as Mayor of the 
City of Perris and commissioner of the River-
side County Transportation Commission. Daryl 
ushered in a new era of service that included 
a fourteen percent service expansion, the in-
troduction of express trains, bike cars, quiet 
cars, service to sporting events throughout the 
region, and increased coordination with other 
regional transit providers including airports. 
During Daryl’s service at Metrolink, major cap-
ital projects were pursued including the pro-
curement of the Guardian Fleet, the new Tier 
4 locomotives, development of the Ground 
Power Plug-In program, Positive Train Control 
and Perris Valley Line Expansion. 

Daryl brought a tremendous amount of pas-
sion and enthusiasm to the agency, as he 
helped increase ridership on Metrolink, result-
ing in reductions in traffic congestion and air 
emissions, and providing Southern California 
commuters with a safe, reliable, efficient, and 
cost-effective means to travel. Daryl also 
helped institute an enhanced safety culture at 
Metrolink; he was essential to the implementa-
tion of lifesaving equipment onboard Metrolink 
trains such as crash energy management 
technology and inward and outward facing 
cameras. 

I have had the privilege of knowing Daryl 
Busch for many years. Daryl’s contributions to 
the Metrolink system have generated an admi-
rable legacy as well as many friends and col-
leagues that will miss him. I applaud Daryl’s 
service and I will truly miss working with him. 
His service and his achievements will have a 
longstanding and truly positive impact on our 
community. 

f 

FAIR RATEPAYER ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, TRANSPARENCY, AND 
EFFICIENCY STANDARDS ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 587, the Fair Ratepayer Ac-
countability, Transparency, and Efficiency 
Standards Act (Fair RATES Act), which 
amends the Federal Power Act to permit ad-
ministrative and judicial review of any rate 
change filed by a public utility that takes effect 
without the approval of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC). 

The need for this change became evident in 
the wake of a New England Forward Capacity 
Market Auction in 2014, which occurred at a 
time when FERC only had 4 Commissioners. 

When the New England Forward Capacity 
Market Auction issue was addressed by 
FERC, the Commissioners split evenly over 
the question of whether the auction results 
were just and reasonable. 

Since FERC did not disapprove the auction 
results, wholesale electricity prices in New 
England increased dramatically. 

So, while rates went up, none of the af-
fected parties could challenge the decision or 
resulting rate increase, and, therefore, no re-
hearing or judicial review was possible. 

H.R. 587 provides those who want to chal-
lenge a similar rulings or non-decisions by 
FERC the ability to challenge the decision ad-
ministratively or in the courts. 

The bill ensures that stakeholders have re-
course when a non-decision by FERC has 
very real consequences for consumers, pro-
ducers and others. 

This bill would also improve the process by 
which FERC votes are reconsidered. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
H.R. 587. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, on Friday February 
3, 2017, I was unable to vote on roll call vote 
No. 78: Passage of H.J. Res. 36, Providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the final rule of 
the Bureau of Land Management relating to 
Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Roy-
alties, and Resource Conservation, Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING RAND ROWLAND 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the hard work of a 
Georgia Tech basketball player. Rand Row-
land started on the team as a walk-on, but re-
cently received a scholarship to play basket-
ball for his final semester. 

Rand arrived at Georgia Tech from White 
County High School in Northeast Georgia in 
2013, and spent most of his college career as 
a practice player with the Yellow Jackets. Rec-
ognized by head coach Josh Pastner as a 
‘‘phenomenal young man,’’ Rand worked con-
stantly with the team to improve its overall 
performance in any way that he could—even 
as a practice partner. His commitment to the 
team did not go unnoticed. 

Assistant coach Eric Reveno said in regards 
to the decision to award Rand the scholarship, 
‘‘What we do as basketball coaches isn’t al-
ways fair, the right guys don’t get rewarded all 
the time, it’s nice when the right things do 
happen.’’ 

Rand earned his business degree in De-
cember, and is now beginning a second de-
gree in the School of History and Sociology, 
hoping to become a college basketball coach 
himself, one day. 

Currently, Rand’s main focus is working on 
the scouting team. During his college career, 
he has played in nine games, for a total of 19 
minutes, and he’s still working to score his first 
career points for the Jackets. On and off the 
court, Rand has been made a valuable asset 
to his team. I congratulate Rand on receiving 
this scholarship at Georgia Tech, which he 
has said encourages him to follow his dreams 
and become a coach. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
diligence and dedication this young man has 
shown to his team and to his dream. Rand is 
a role model for fellow students and team 
members, and a source of pride for Northeast 
Georgia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PROFESSIONAL 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF MR. VAL 
MCWHORTER 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize my constituent, Val McWhorter, for his 
inclusion in the 23rd edition of The Best Law-
yers in America in the practice areas of Arbi-
tration, Construction Law, and Mediation, and 
for his designation as the 2017 Lawyer of the 
Year in the practice area of Construction Law 
in Washington, D.C. A testament to his stand-
ing in the field of Construction Law, these 
well-deserved honors were awarded to Mr. 
McWhorter on the basis of high praise and 
feedback from both his peers and clients alike. 
Such acclamations of Mr. McWhorter’s work 
should come as no surprise, given the more 
than $500,000,000 he has recovered on be-
half of his clients in state and federal court, 
mediations, and private negotiations. 

Additionally, I want to congratulate Mr. 
McWhorter on the 25th anniversary of his in-
duction into The Moles Organization, a na-
tional organization of individuals involved in 
the completion of heavy construction projects, 
including tunnels, bridges, highways, and 
dams. Founded in 1936, The Moles Organiza-
tion is a respected institution whose members 
represent the best of American industry. First 
elected to membership in 1991, Mr. 
McWhorter’s commitment to The Moles Orga-
nization led to his appointments last year to 
both the Publicity Committee and the Award 
Committee. Mr. McWhorter’s longtime mem-
bership, and his recent leadership, in this es-
teemed organization deserve much recogni-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending Val McWhorter on his remark-
able achievements, and in thanking him for his 
years of contribution to the practice of Con-
struction Law in the Washington, D.C. region. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NATASHA JOHNSON 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
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of Lake Elsinore in Riverside County, Cali-
fornia are exceptional. On Saturday, February 
11, 2017 Natasha Johnson will be honored as 
the Citizen of the Year by the Lake Elsinore 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Natasha is a manager of a local credit union 
and a strong advocate for Lake Elsinore. In 
2012, Natasha was elected to the Lake 
Elsinore City Council, where she continues to 
serve after being re-elected in 2016. As an 
elected official, Natasha has worked tirelessly 
to establish a more sustainable economic de-
velopment base in Lake Elsinore to create 
more jobs and demonstrate that our commu-
nity is a great place for families to live, work 
and play. 

Natasha has served our region through her 
participation in organizations such as the Boy 
Scouts of America, H.O.P.E, Operation Home-
front, and New Song. She also serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Elsinore Woman’s 
Club, Boy Scout Advisory, and United Way. 
Natasha is also a past President for the Lake 
Elsinore Chamber of Commerce. 

In light of all that Natasha has done for the 
community of Riverside County and the city of 
Lake Elsinore, it is only fitting to honor her as 
Citizen of the Year. Natasha has contributed 
immensely to the betterment of our region and 
I am proud to call her a fellow community 
member, American and a constituent of the 
42nd Congressional District of California. I add 
my voice to the many who will be congratu-
lating Natasha Johnson on being named Cit-
izen of the Year by the Lake Elsinore Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 423, ANTI- 
SPOOFING ACT OF 2017 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker I rise in 
support of H.R. 423, the Anti-Spoofing Act of 
2017, which amends the Communications Act 
of 1934, to make it unlawful to cause a caller 
identification service to knowingly transmit in-
accurate caller identification information with 
the intent to: 

defraud, 
cause harm, or 
wrongfully obtain anything of value. 
Spoofing is a practice in which a phone 

number shown on a phone or caller identifica-
tion device deliberately is falsified. 

Spoofing is a commonly used tool for a 
number of illegal practices, including 
‘‘phishing’’ for personal information and ‘‘swat-
ting’’—calling in a fictitious crime in progress 
in order to generate a police response. 

The Truth in Caller ID Act of 2009 prohibits 
spoofing of voice caller identification informa-
tion. However, as communications methods 
and consumer habits continue to evolve, so do 
the attempts by third parties to gain personal 
information for criminal use. 

Many Americans now rely on text mes-
saging to stay connected. 

According to CTIA, in 2015, Americans sent 
over 156 billion text messages per month. 

H.R. 423, the Anti-Spoofing Act, will extend 
the provisions of the Truth in Caller ID Act to 
include text messaging and text messaging 
services. 

The legislation adds a definition of ‘‘spoofing 
service’’ to the statute, addressing the growth 
of services that allows a user to knowingly 
transmit misleading or inaccurate caller identi-
fication information. 

In addition, it extends the prohibitions to any 
person or service placing an international call 
to a recipient within the United States. 

Additionally, H.R. 423 will revise the defini-
tions of ‘‘caller identification information’’ and 
‘‘caller identification service’’ to include text 
messages sent using a text messaging serv-
ice. 

It defines ‘‘text message’’ as real-time mes-
sages consisting of text, images, sounds, or 
other information transmitted from or received 
by a device identified by a telephone number. 

It also includes in the definition both, real- 
time and two-way voice or video communica-
tions, addressing the emerging law enforce-
ment issue of ‘‘swatting’’ by which people can 
purposefully misdirect valuable, police efforts 
and resources. 

This bill takes the right approach targeting 
behavior, while protecting innovations that are 
important to the digital economy. 

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime, I understand the vital 
need to safeguard against caller identification 
spoofing. 

For example, women’s abuse shelters and 
law enforcement officers working undercover 
have a need to protect their clients’ identities. 

This bill seeks to target those who have the 
intent to cause harm or commit a crime. 

I support this legislation because it protects 
the consumer from criminal behavior, while 
protecting our fundamental right to privacy. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, on the Legisla-
tive Day of January 30, 2017, a series of 
votes were held. Had I been present for the 
last of these roll call votes, I would have cast 
the following vote: 

Roll Call 67—I vote YES. 
f 

RECOGNIZE ALONZO BRANTLEY 
SAILORS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of a respected 
member of the Gainesville, Georgia commu-
nity, Alonzo Brantley Sailors, Jr., who passed 
away peacefully, surrounded by family on Jan-
uary 23. He chose to dedicate his life to serv-
ice within his community and to our country. 

A.B., as his friends and family called him, 
was born on December 29, 1933. He grad-
uated from Gainesville High School in 1954, 
where he lettered in football, basketball, and 
track. After graduation, A.B. enlisted in the 
draft and served our country for two years in 
West Berlin, where he spent 21 months sta-
tioned as a medic for the United States Army. 

After returning home from WWII, he pursued 
ways to invest in his local community. 

In 1981, he graduated from the National 
Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. A.B. 
then returned to his hometown and joined the 
Gainesville Fire Department, where he worked 
for 34 years. This is especially significant to 
me, as I was honored to serve as chaplain of 
the Gainesville Fire Department. 

In the community, A.B. enjoyed coaching 
the local junior football team and was a big 
supporter of Gainesville sports. He was known 
as a mentor to many young men within the 
community, and especially in the fire depart-
ment. His friends and colleagues nicknamed 
him ‘‘Old Dad’’ and ‘‘The Storyteller’’ because 
of the presence he had in their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
service that Alonzo Brantley Sailors has dedi-
cated to his country and community. He was 
a loving husband, father, and friend and is a 
great representation of the people of northeast 
Georgia. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LOUISE B. 
GABRIEL 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Louise B. Gabriel— 
mother, grandmother, wife, philanthropist, au-
thor, and visionary—who passed away on 
January 10, 2017. 

Louise lived her life to the fullest with great 
passion, humor, love and dedication to com-
munity. Born in Detroit, Michigan, she was one 
of eleven children. At the age of five, her fam-
ily lost their farm in a fire, taking with it all of 
her family’s possessions and cherished me-
mentos. It was this experience of loss that in-
stilled in Louise a desire to preserve history. 

In 1946, she married Bob Gabriel, an Officer 
in the United States Navy. Together, they 
moved to West Los Angeles, and eventually 
made their home in Santa Monica, a commu-
nity with ‘‘the ocean and palm trees,’’ that Lou-
ise loved. Together, the couple celebrated 60 
years of marriage and worked to support the 
City of Santa Monica. 

Louise Gabriel was a champion of local 
Santa Monica history, and dedicated her life to 
preserving the community’s unique back-
ground. With her husband Bob, Louise helped 
bring the Santa Monica History Museum to 
life, an institution dedicated to the preservation 
of the history, art and culture of the Santa 
Monica Bay Area. For 27 years, Louise served 
as the museum’s President and helped find 
the permanent home that it still resides in 
today. With the museum, Louise left a legacy 
that will live on for future generations to enjoy 
as they learn about the history of the Santa 
Monica Bay Area. 

Louise overcame tremendous obstacles in 
her life without complaint by taking life one 
day at a time. As she was famous for saying, 
‘‘I cried about having no shoes until I saw 
someone with no feet,’’ a motto her family 
continues to live by. She is survived by her 
children Susan Gabriel Potter, Robb Gabriel, 
Sharyl Gabriel Szydlik, her sisters Josephine 
Van Buren and Elaine Bruner, her sons-in-law 
Pat Potter and Joseph Szydlik, her grand-
children, and her many nieces and nephews. 
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Though we have lost a champion and advo-
cate for Santa Monica, I hope that her family 
and friends take comfort in the way Louise 
lived her life as an accomplished and astound-
ing woman. May her memory be a blessing to 
us all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MICHELE Y. EVANS FROM 
THE GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING 
OFFICE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize my constituent, Michele Y. Evans, for 
her recent retirement from the Government 
Publishing Office after 29 years of service. Ms. 
Evans began her career at GPO in October 
1987 as a Supply Clerk in the Springbelt 
Warehouse in Springfield, Virginia. In 1991, 
she became a Micrographics Tech and in 
1993 she was promoted to Supervisory Micro-
graphics Tech before eventually assuming the 
position of Publications Manager Specialist. 

In 2004, Michele joined the Apprenticeship 
Program, which trained her as Printer, Proofer, 
and Journey Person. In 2006, after graduating 
from the Apprenticeship program, Michele 
went to work in the proof room, where she 
worked in copy/mark-up and night side/bill 
end. In 2010, Michele was selected for the 
GPO detailee program, and was attached to 
the Office of the Clerk, Office of Legislative 
Operations, House Enrolling section. Her dedi-
cation and disposition made her a perfect fit 
for the section, and her attention to detail and 
years of experience made Michele an invalu-
able member of the enrolling team. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Ms. Evans on her retirement 
and in thanking her for her years of service to 
this chamber as she returns to her hometown 
of Jacksonville, North Carolina to start the 
next chapter of her life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained and unable to attend session on Fri-
day, February 3, due to personal reasons. 
Had I been present, I would have voted no on 
H.J. Res. 36, roll call No. 78, which provided 
for congressional disapproval of President 
Obama’s Methane Waste Prevention Rule. 

I am outraged by House Republican efforts 
to overturn substantial environmental policies 
of the Obama Administration, including and 
especially the Methane Waste Prevention 
Rule. This rule caps, for the first time, the 
amount of methane that oil and gas producers 
operating under federal leases are allowed to 
‘‘flare,’’ or burn as waste. It also prohibits op-
erators from releasing or ‘‘venting’’ natural gas 
into the atmosphere, and requires them to re-
place equipment that allows large amounts of 
methane to ‘‘bleed’’ into the air. This rule 
would result in 175,000 to 180,000 fewer tons 

of methane emissions each year, which is 
equivalent to removing nearly 1 million vehi-
cles from our roads. 

As a leading member on the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee, I have long been 
a champion for a cleaner, healthier environ-
ment for all New Yorkers and the American 
people. I have relentlessly fought to close In-
dian Point, oppose the Spectra Algonquin 
Pipeline, and resist the plan to anchor barges 
carrying crude oil along the Hudson River. 

I will continue fighting to stop Republicans in 
Congress from undermining our environmental 
regulations and turning back the clock to a 
time when corporations could pollute un-
checked. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 582, KARI’S 
LAW ACT OF 2017 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 582, the Kari’s Law Act of 
2017, which amends the Communications Act 
of 1934 to require multi-line telephone sys-
tems to have a configuration that permits 
users to directly initiate a call 9–1–1 without 
dialing any additional digit, code, prefix, or 
post-fix. 

As a senior member of the House Commit-
tees on Homeland Security and Judiciary, I 
am well aware of the importance of 9–1–1 
services and some of the challenges of E–9– 
1–1 to ensure that those seeking emergency 
assistance receive the help they need. 

H.R. 582 would create parity for landline 9– 
1–1 services and smartphone E9–1–1 serv-
ices so that emergency assistance request 
from either is treated the same. 

The bill requires that those engaged in the 
manufacturing, importation, sale, and lease of 
telecommunication service or devices pre-con-
figured technology to dial 9–1–1. 

The goal of H.R. 582 is to ensure that all 
emergency calls regardless of the source are 
routed properly to emergency services. 

Kari’s Law is not intended to alter the au-
thority of State commissions or other State or 
local agencies with jurisdiction over emer-
gency communications. 

The establishment of the Kari’s Law Act ac-
knowledges the importance of the configura-
tion of multi-line telephones systems for direct 
dialing for 9–1–1. 

Over the past two decades, the personal 
communications of Americans have changed. 

The Wireless Association reported that the 
penetration of cellular devices surpassed 100 
percent in 2012, and as of the latest 2014 re-
port, penetration is now at 110 percent. 

According to the Pew Research Center, 68 
percent of U.S. adults have a smartphone, up 
from 35 percent in 2011, and tablet computer 
ownership has edged up to 45 percent among 
adults, according to newly released survey 
data from the Pew Research Center. 

Smartphone ownership is nearing the satu-
ration point with some groups: 86 percent of 
those ages 18–29 have a smartphone, as do 
83 percent of those ages 30–49 and 87 per-
cent of those living in households earning 
$75,000 and up annually. 

With so many mobile devices deployed the 
majority of calls to 9–1–1 emergency public 

safety answering points (PSAP) originate from 
them. 

U.S. emergency dispatch agencies report 
that wireless callers are responsible for at 
least 80 percent of their emergency call vol-
ume. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
Support H.R. 582, Kari’s Law Act of 2017. 

f 

WELCOME ANYA CHIRAG SHAH 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am happy to congratulate Chirag Shah 
and his wife, Sejal, on the birth of their daugh-
ter. Anya Chirag Shah was born at 6:18 p.m. 
on Sunday, January 15, 2017, at Georgetown 
University Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 
Anya weighed eight pounds and eleven 
ounces and measured 21 inches long. She is 
the first child for the happy couple and I look 
forward to watching her grow as she is raised 
by talented parents who will be dedicated to 
her well-being and bright future. 

I would also like to congratulate Anya’s 
grandparents, Kamal and Jagruti Shah of 
Mequon, Wisconsin, and Vikram and Kalpana 
Bavishi of Secaucus, New Jersey. Congratula-
tions to the entire Shah and Bavishi families 
as they welcome their newest addition of pure 
pride and joy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEVE MANOS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Lake Elsinore in Riverside County, Cali-
fornia are exceptional. On Saturday, February 
11, 2017 Steve Manos will be honored as the 
Citizen of the Year by the Lake Elsinore 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Born in Santa Monica and raised in Lake 
Elsinore, Steve is a 29-year Lake Elsinore 
resident. In 2012, Steve was elected to serve 
as a Council Member for the City of Lake 
Elsinore, for which he served as Mayor in 
2015. As an elected official Steve serves on 
several regional organizations. He has served 
as Chair of the Riverside County Habitat Con-
servation Agency, Commissioner on the Air-
port Land Use Commission, and represents all 
of the cities in the County of Riverside as the 
State Director for the League of California Cit-
ies. During his term Steve was proud to im-
prove public safety by voting to staff and re- 
open the Rosetta Canyon Fire Station and add 
peace officers to the City’s police force. 

Steve has a great passion for economic de-
velopment and during his term he has actively 
recruited new businesses—hundreds of new 
businesses have opened in Lake Elsinore 
since 2012, bringing over one thousand new 
jobs. He has been a relentless, unapologetic 
ambassador for the City. Steve is a devoted 
volunteer and charitable contributor having 
served at the local school district, his church, 
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and community. He is a founding member of 
Lake Elsinore’s major disaster Citizen Emer-
gency Response Team. 

In light of all that Steve has done for the 
community of Riverside County and the city of 
Lake Elsinore, it is only fitting to honor him as 
Citizen of the Year. Steve has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of our region and I 
am proud to call him a fellow community 
member, American and a constituent of the 
42nd Congressional District of California. I add 
my voice to the many who will be congratu-
lating Steve Manos on being named Citizen of 
the Year by the Lake Elsinore Chamber of 
Commerce. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BUREAU 
OF RECLAMATION WATER 
PROJECT STREAMLINING ACT OF 
2017 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce my legislation, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation Water Project Streamlining Act. This 
legislation will help many communities in the 
west that have been severely impacted by the 
recent droughts affecting the western United 
States. The legislation requires the Bureau of 
Reclamation to accelerate studies and provide 
more accountability in the agency’s process to 
study the feasibility of new and/or expanded 
surface water storage, rural and Title XVI 
water projects, as well as water recycling 
projects. By streamlining Reclamation’s envi-
ronmental planning and study process for 
these water projects, the bill will ensure that 
communities in the arid West can address the 
critical need for water supplies that grow with 
demand. This is accomplished by applying the 
same streamlined water project development 
process used by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which were established under the 
Water Resources Reform Development Act of 
2014, to the Bureau of Reclamation for sur-
face water, storage, infrastructure, and recy-
cling projects. 

Water is an indispensable resource in Cen-
tral Washington and is the foundation on 
which our future will be built. However, water 
has become increasingly limited and the cur-
rent supply and infrastructure is unable to 
meet existing human and environmental 
needs. The droughts and water shortages that 
have impacted much of the western U.S. high-
light the critical need for new water supplies 
that are able to meet this growing demand. A 
streamlined process for new water storage 
projects is vital to prepare effectively for 
droughts and provide adequate water re-
sources for future development. This bill im-
proves the Bureau of Reclamation’s permitting 
process to create new opportunities for water 
storage, recycling, and rural water projects. 
Put simply, my bill reforms the current cum-
bersome and lengthy process so that there is 
a mechanism to build new water and infra-
structure projects in Central Washington and 
across the west. 

I welcome all members to join me in sup-
porting this legislation and I urge its swift pas-
sage through the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and U.S. Senate. 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 460, IMPROV-
ING RURAL CALL QUALITY AND 
RELIABILITY ACT OF 2017 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 460, the Improving Rural Call 
Quality and Reliability Act of 2017, which 
amends the Communications Act of 1934 to 
require voice communications that charge 
users to register with the FCC and comply 
with service quality standards to be estab-
lished by the FCC. 

The bill, should it become law, prohibits 
long-distance providers from using an internet 
provider to transmit voice communications and 
signals unless the intermediate provider is reg-
istered. 

H.R. 460 would require the FCC to: 
1. Ensure the integrity of voice communica-

tions to all customers in the United States 
2. Prevent unjust or unreasonable discrimi-

nation across areas of the United States in the 
delivery of voice communications; and 

3. Make a registry of intermediate providers 
publicly available on the FCC website. 

H.R. 460, the Improving Rural Call Quality 
and Reliability Act of 2016, would seek to en-
sure that calls to Americans living in the rural 
areas of our country actually make it through 
to the intended receiver. 

Making sure a call goes through, regardless 
of where it is being made, is fundamental to 
our communications system. 

H.R. 460 that would require the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) to estab-
lish basic quality standards for providers that 
transmit voice calls to consumers, among 
other things. 

The Senate Commerce Committee adopted 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute 
(AINS) that made the following changes: 

1. Extends deadlines for service quality 
standards for intermediate providers from 180 
days to one year, 

2. Exempts intermediate providers that have 
been certified as a safe harbor provider; and 

3. Amends the definition of intermediate pro-
vider. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 460, the Improving Rural Call 
Quality and Reliability Act of 2017. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, due to a con-
flict, I unavoidably missed the following vote 
on February 2. Had I been present I would 
have voted as follows: On roll call No. 77, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on H.J. Res. 40, Pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the 
rule submitted by the Social Security Adminis-
tration relating to Implementation of the NICS 
Improvement Amendments Act of 2007. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. GEORGE BELOZ 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to Riverside 
County, California, are exceptional. After ten 
years of exemplary service, Dr. George Beloz 
is stepping down as President of the Greater 
Corona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. Beloz was born in Chicago and grew up 
in an ethnically diverse neighborhood, where 
he was interested in fine arts and fishing. At 
an early age he sold daily newspapers on 
South Lakeshore Drive in Chicago, worked for 
Fannie Mae as a teenager and played the 
piano at church. After a couple of years in col-
lege, George was drafted into the Army and 
was assigned to Heidelberg, Germany where 
his wife joined him and they lived off-post and 
traveled throughout Europe while stationed 
there. After his military service he returned to 
college and completed his Bachelor’s, Mas-
ter’s and PhD degrees, the latter two with the 
assistance of the GI Bill. He received his PhD 
from Southern Illinois University. After college, 
Dr. Beloz was recruited into the Foreign Serv-
ice and worked for the U.S. Department of 
State for seven years learning the ropes in the 
Asian, the Middle Eastern and Latin American 
regional areas. 

Dr. Beloz left the Foreign Service and held 
several administrative and educational assign-
ments in the Orange County College District. 
He and his wife, Ruth, moved to Corona in 
1983. Since moving to Corona, he was a can-
didate for the School Board in 1989 and 
served on the Board of Trustees for the Co-
rona Public Library from 1993 to 1997. Dr. 
Beloz was appointed to the Citizens Oversight 
Committee for Measure C, the $169 million 
bond issue affecting Riverside City College, 
Moreno Valley and Norco campuses. In 2016, 
Dr. Beloz was appointed to the Corona Re-
gional Medical Center Board of Governors. 
For the last ten years he has headed up the 
Greater Corona Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce (GCHCOC) by planning engaging 
evening meetings at Miguel’s restaurant with a 
wide variety of speakers on topics of commu-
nity interest that have contributed to increasing 
GCHCOC membership. 

Dr. Beloz has contributed immensely to the 
betterment of our community and I am proud 
to call him a fellow community member, Amer-
ican and my friend. To conclude, Mr. Speaker, 
I want to thank Dr. Beloz for his service to Co-
rona—his dedication, insight and passion will 
be greatly missed. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 511, POWER 
AND SECURITY SYSTEMS (PASS) 
ACT OF 2017 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 511, the Power and Security 
Systems Act of 2017, which will revise energy 
conservation standards for devices operating 
in standby mode. 
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In the early 1970s, I, recall, as many of my 

colleagues do, the impact to our nation’s 
economy when OPEC nations withheld oil 
from the United States, causing one of the 
greatest peace-time energy shortages in 
United States history. 

One of the remedial steps taken by the Car-
ter Administration was the promulgation of 
regulations that required large appliances and 
equipment that used electricity to default to a 
power down mode when not in use. 

Today, we take for granted that machines 
power down when not in use, but this one 
change in energy policy over the last 40 years 
has saved taxpayers, which includes busi-
nesses and private homes, billions of dollars 
in energy costs. 

This was only one policy solution that was 
used to reduce our nation’s dependence on 
foreign oil so that energy could go to vital 
services like fuel for electricity generation, 
gasoline, heating fuels, and diesel oil. 

H.R. 511, the bill before us, would extend 
energy conservation to digital technology that 
can operate in standby mode. 

Most digital device technology manufactur-
ers already provide sleep mode on their de-
vices to assist their users in conserving power 
on cellphones, smartphones, MP3 players, e- 
book readers, as well as desktop and laptop 
computers. 

Today, 68 percent of U.S. adults own a 
smartphone, up from 35 percent in 2011, and 
tablet computer ownership has edged up to 45 
percent among adults, according to newly re-
leased survey data from the Pew Research 
Center. 

Considering not just smartphones, but all 
types of mobile phones, Pew notes that 
cellphones continue to top the list. 

Roughly nine-in-ten American adults or 92 
percent own a mobile phone of some kind. 

Although these mobile devices are ubiq-
uitous today, the share of adults who own one 
has risen substantially since 2004. 

Smartphone ownership is nearing the satu-
ration point with some groups: 

1. 86 percent of those ages 18–29; 
2. 83 percent of those ages 30–49; and 
3. 87 percent of those living in households 

earning $75,000 and up annually own 
smartphones. 

These facts highlight the importance of en-
ergy conservation for mobile communication 
users. 

The battery life for these devices is limited 
and without power they are of no use to the 
user. 

This bill will help users remain connected as 
long as possible because the energy con-
sumption on their cellphones and other digital 
devices will be minimized when they are not in 
use. 

Energy conservation will also assist con-
sumers during times when power outages may 

occur due to weather or other electricity dis-
ruption. 

The longer power life for cellphones will 
benefit consumers by reducing the amount of 
electricity needed to recharge their personal 
devices. 

This bill will also benefit businesses that 
often have many computers that when in use 
can consume electricity if left on after busi-
ness hours—especially over weekends. 

For these reasons, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 511. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
FEBRUARY 8 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine Inspector 

General recommendations for improv-
ing Federal agencies. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

modernizing our nation’s infrastruc-
ture. 

SD–406 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold hearings to examine the current 

readiness of United States forces. 
SR–232A 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 39, to ex-

tend the Federal recognition to the 
Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians 

of Montana, S. 63, to clarify the rights 
of Indians and Indian tribes on Indian 
lands under the National Labor Rela-
tions Act, S. 91, to amend the Indian 
Employment, Training and Related 
Services Demonstration Act of 1992 to 
facilitate the ability of Indian tribes to 
integrate the employment, training, 
and related services from diverse Fed-
eral sources, S. 140, to amend the White 
Mountain Apache Tribe Water Rights 
Quantification Act of 2010 to clarify 
the use of amounts in the WMAT Set-
tlement Fund, S. 245, to amend the In-
dian Tribal Energy Development and 
Self Determination Act of 2005, S. 249, 
to provide that the pueblo of Santa 
Clara may lease for 99 years certain re-
stricted land, S. 254, to amend the Na-
tive American Programs Act of 1974 to 
provide flexibility and reauthorization 
to ensure the survival and continuing 
vitality of Native American languages, 
S. 269, to provide for the conveyance of 
certain property to the Tanana Tribal 
Council located in Tanana, Alaska, and 
to the Bristol Bay Area Health Cor-
poration located in Dillingham, Alas-
ka, and S. 302, to enhance tribal road 
safety; to be immediately followed by 
an oversight hearing to examine emer-
gency management in Indian Country, 
focusing on improving the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s Fed-
eral-tribal relationship with Indian 
tribes. 

SD–628 

FEBRUARY 9 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the situa-
tion in Afghanistan. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the United 

States, the Russian Federation, and 
the challenges ahead. 

SD–419 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and 

Federal Management 
To hold hearings to examine empowering 

managers, focusing on ideas for a more 
effective Federal workforce. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Organizational business meeting to con-
sider committee rules, and S. 178, to 
prevent elder abuse and exploitation 
and improve the justice system’s re-
sponse to victims in elder abuse and ex-
ploitation cases. 

SD–226 
2 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 
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