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The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Infinite Spirit, maker of Heaven and
Earth, we experience peace because of
the knowledge that You are the same
yesterday, today, and forever. May we
continue to find rest and peace in You
as You continue to be our help in ages
past and our hope for years to come.
Loose us from the changes that create
cynicism, pessimism, and despair. Re-
mind us of the foolishness of seeking
security apart from You.

Lord, bless the Members of this body.
Help them in the making of laws to
execute justice for the oppressed and to
set the captives free.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
STRANGE). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, morning business is
closed.

Senate

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Wilbur L. Ross,
Jr., of Florida, to be Secretary of Com-
merce.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

(The remarks of Mr. HATCH per-
taining to the introduction of S.J. Res.
24 are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

ORDER FOR RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF

THE CHAIR

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 2:55 p.m.,
the Senate stand in recess subject to
the call of the chair to prepare for
Washington’s Farewell Address.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

PRESIDENT’S JOINT SESSION ADDRESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wel-
come the majority leader and everyone
back after the first district work pe-
riod of the year. Tomorrow night, the
President will give his first address to
a joint session of Congress. I will have
more to say later this afternoon at the
National Press Club about the first

The

month of the Trump administration
and what we can expect from the
speech. For now, I will just say that if
past is prologue, the President will
come to Congress with a populist mes-
sage in an attempt to cloak what has
been a hard-right, anti-working person
administration.

His words are populist. He talks as
though he favors the working men and
women of America, but his actions are
straight out of the hard-right play-
book, which makes it easier for the
special interests and puts greater bur-
dens on the backs of the working class
and the middle class.

Every American should be looking at
what this President is doing, not say-
ing, because, thus far, the two have
been vastly different.

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Now for the ACA, Mr. President. This
past week, Republicans across the
country in both Chambers were greeted
in townhalls by angry constituents who
waited in long lines and packed high
school gyms, auditoriums, and commu-
nity centers wall to wall to question
their Republican representatives about
their plan to repeal the Affordable Care
Act.

Americans are speaking loudly and
clearly that their jobs, their hos-
pitals—particularly rural hospitals—
and their health care is on the line and
want to know how Republicans plan to
replace the law. On Friday, we saw the
outline of the Republican plan. Like
every single draft plan that Repub-
licans have come up with, the outline
we saw on Friday would raise costs and
provide fewer benefits to average
Americans and put the insurance com-
panies back in the driver’s seat. Aver-
age Americans under this Republican
plan will get less, and they will pay
more.

Today, President Trump is meeting
with the insurance companies about
this plan. What happened to the Presi-
dent we saw on the campaign trail rail-
ing against the special interests? It
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