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NAYS—27
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Booker Leahy Schumer
Cantwell Manchin Stabenow
Cardin Markey Udall
Durbin Menendez Van Hollen
Franken Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Murphy Whitehouse
Harris Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—1
Isakson

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Colleagues, let me
just say, this next vote will be the last
vote of the evening.

Mr. President, I move to reconsider
the vote on the nomination, and I move
to table the motion to reconsider.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion
to table.

The motion was agreed to.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of RYAN ZINKE, of Montana, to be Sec-
retary of the Interior.

Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, John
Boozman, Orrin G. Hatch, Roy Blunt,
Steve Daines, Tim Scott, Chuck Grass-
ley, John Hoeven, Michael B. Enzi,
John Barrasso, John Thune, Mike
Rounds, Mike Crapo, James M. Inhofe,
Joni Ernst, John Cornyn.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of RYAN ZINKE, of Montana, to be Sec-
retary of the Interior shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. WYDEN (when his name was
called). Present.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 67,
nays 31, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 74 Ex.]

YEAS—67
Alexander Cornyn Gardner
Barrasso Cortez Masto Graham
Bennet Cotton Grassley
Blunt Crapo Hatch
Boozman Cruz Heinrich
Burr Daines Heitkamp
Capito Donnelly Heller
Cassidy Enzi Hoeven
Cochran Ernst Inhofe
Collins Feinstein Johnson
Coons Fischer Kaine
Corker Flake Kennedy
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King Paul Sullivan
Lankford Perdue Tester
Lee Portman Thune
Manchin Risch Tillis
McCain Roberts Toomey
MecCaskill Rounds Udall
McConnell Rubio Warner
Moran Sasse "
Murkowski Scott géﬁiegr
Murphy Shelby
Nelson Strange
NAYS—31
Baldwin Gillibrand Reed
Blumenthal Harris Sanders
Booker Hassan Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leahy Stabenow
Carper Markey Van Hollen
Casey Menendez
Duckworth Merkley ‘\;/V}alling(eeﬁouse
Durbin Murray
Franken Peters
ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1
Wyden
NOT VOTING—1
Isakson

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 67, the nays are 31.
One Senator responded ‘‘present.”

The motion is agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of RYAN ZINKE, of Montana, to
be Secretary of the Interior.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

The

———————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONFIRMATION OF WILBUR ROSS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today Mr.
Ross joins the growing list of billion-
aires appointed by the Trump adminis-
tration. It is not their wealth that con-
cerns me, but their past conflicts with
the agencies they are promoted to lead
and support, providing guidance for
policy and for administration of the
laws. It is for this reason I cannot sup-
port Mr. Ross today.

Every American has a stake in the
strength of our economy. We rely on
the Department of Commerce to facili-
tate trade, investment, and innovation
in a direction that ensures long-term
benefits for Americans. Today while
the wealthiest among us continue to
profit, middle class families are work-
ing long hours to pay their bills and
put food on their tables. The cost of
living is outstripping their family
budgets, and we must get ahead of this
curve.

Mr. Ross has a background of buying
fledging companies, and while he might
turn around the profit margins of those
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companies, it is at the cost of Amer-
ican jobs. He has been called fair and
practical, but has also committed his
career in business by expanding in low-
cost countries like Mexico and China.
The economic policies of this country
cannot be built on representing the in-
terests of rich investors, but must also
be creative in spurring job growth in
American communities where industry
has disappeared. We can shape our
global trade policy in ways that benefit
the United States, without having to
do so under the assumption that the
United States needs to operate in isola-
tion in order to realize economic suc-
cess. We can build industry at home,
while partnering abroad in trade for
our products. But it will take the com-
mitment of the next Secretary to focus
on our human capital as innovators
and not as mere cost considerations.

Although America’s role in the glob-
al market is expanding, our closest
trade partner remains across our
northern border. Each year, we export
hundreds of billions of dollars’ worth of
goods and services to Canada, making
it our largest export market in the
world. Vermont is an active contrib-
utor to this flow of commerce. Sup-
porting initiatives that strengthen this
partnership will benefit local busi-
nesses in Vermont and across the Na-
tion. Mr. Ross wants to renegotiate the
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, and while we can debate the
merits of NAFTA, the talk of renegoti-
ating this agreement without the part-
nership of Mexico and Canada has
many Vermont businesses concerned
about the implications for their future
and for the Vermont jobs that depend
on our export markets.

We live in a global economy, and I
work with Vermont businesses every
day who rely on importing goods and
materials in order to successfully cre-
ate a final products that are a com-
bination of U.S. and foreign made. This
is the reality for many businesses
today. I do not criticize the decisions a
businessowner makes for the quality of
their product. But every large corpora-
tion makes a choice between cheaper
overseas labor and materials or invest-
ing in the workforce here at home for
greater gains in the future. That is a
choice that Mr. Ross has made on sev-
eral occasions for the benefit of profits
not workers.

I have said it time and again, but
America thrives when our middle class
is strong. As Secretary, Mr. Ross will
be expected to represent the interests
of all Americans. I hope he takes this
commitment seriously and works
across party lines to create new indus-
try and opportunity that take root in
the very communities that suffer from
lack of it. The Secretary of Commerce
cannot look at individuals as statistics
of profit or loss, but must understand
the innovative spirit that brings oppor-
tunity where it may otherwise be lost.
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