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TRIBUTE TO KELLY SPARKS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kelly
Sparks for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

After six years of experience in event plan-
ning, Kelly launched Socialize Event Planning
and Management in 2010. She loves being
behind the scenes and working to ensure that
every detail falls into place. Kelly is also an
active volunteer for the Des Moines Metro
Opera and has served on the boards of mul-
tiple young professional and cultural organiza-
tions in Des Moines. She and her husband,
Kurt, live in West Des Moines with their son,
Winston, and daughter, Simone.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Kelly in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Kelly on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

——————

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN RED
CROSS MONTH 2017

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize American Red Cross
Month. In Missouri’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict we have a long history of helping our
neighbors in need. American Red Cross
Month is a special time to recognize and thank
our heroes, those Red Cross volunteers and
donors who give of their time and resources to
help community members.

These heroes help families find shelter after
a home fire. They give blood to help trauma
victims and cancer patients. They deliver com-
fort items to military members in the hospital.
They use their lifesaving skills to save some-
one from a heart attack, drowning or choking.
They enable children around the globe to be
vaccinated against measles and rubella.
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The American Red Cross depends on local
heroes to deliver help and hope during a dis-
aster. We applaud our heroes here in Mis-
souri’'s Eighth Congressional District who give
of themselves to assist their neighbors when
they need a helping hand.

Across the country and around the world,
the American Red Cross responds to disasters
big and small. In fact, every eight minutes the
organization responds to a community disaster
by providing shelter, food, emotional support
and other necessities to those affected. It col-
lects nearly 40 percent of the nation’s blood
supply; provides 24-hour support to military
members, veterans and their families; teaches
millions lifesaving skills, such as lifeguarding
and CPR; and through its Restoring Family
Links program, connects family members sep-
arated by crisis, conflict or migration.

We dedicate the month of March to all those
who support the American Red Cross mission
to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the
face of emergencies. Our community depends
on the American Red Cross, which relies on
donations of time, money and blood to fulfill its
humanitarian mission.

As we celebrate March 2017 as American
Red Cross Month, it is my pleasure to recog-
nize the organization before the House of
Representatives and thank them for their com-
mitment to communities all across this great
nation.

———————

HONORING  NATASSJA  KUZNET-
SOVA OF BASKING RIDGE, NEW
JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and honor a student from my dis-
trict who has achieved national recognition for
exemplary volunteer service in her community.

Nastassja Kuznetsova, of Basking Ridge,
has just been named one of the top honorees
in New Jersey by the 2017 Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards program, an annual honor
conferred on the most impressive student vol-
unteers in each state.

Ms. Kuznetsova is being recognized for or-
ganizing a 5k run that has raised more than
$12,000 for lung cancer research since 2014.
Nastassja started the Legwork for Lungs 5k
run to help support a family friend who had
been diagnosed with lung cancer. In addition
to her philanthropy initiative, Nastassja also
started the Legwork for Lungs club at her high
school, created an exhibit at the Liberty
Science Center and launched a social media
campaign to raise awareness of the disease.

It's vital that we encourage and support the
kind of selfless contribution this young citizen
has made. People of all ages need to think
more about how we, as individual citizens, can
work together at the local level to ensure the
health and vitality of our towns and neighbor-
hoods. Young volunteers like Nastassja are in-
spiring examples to all of us, and are among
our brightest hopes for a better tomorrow.

The program that brought this young role
model to our attention, The Prudential Spirit of
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Community Awards, was created by Prudential
Financial in partnership with the National As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals in
1995 to impress upon all youth volunteers that
their contributions are critically important and
highly valued, and to inspire other young peo-
ple to follow their example. Over the past 22
years, the program has become the nation’s
largest youth recognition effort based solely on
community service, and has honored more
than 115,000 young volunteers at the local,
state and national level.

Ms. Kuznetsova should be extremely proud
to have been singled out from the thousands
of dedicated volunteers who participated in
this years program. | heartily applaud Ms.
Kuznetsova for her initiative in joining the fight
against cancer. She has demonstrated a level
of commitment and accomplishment that is
truly extraordinary in today’s world, and de-
serves our sincere admiration and respect.
Her actions show that young Americans can
and do play important roles in our commu-
nities, and that America’s community spirit
continues to hold tremendous promise for the
future.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ALYSSA YOUNG

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Alyssa
Young for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Alyssa is the Assistant Director of Internal &
Strategic Communications at Drake University,
where she received her Masters in Commu-
nication Leadership. Outside of work she is in-
volved in Lead Like a Lady, Volunteers of
Greater Des Moines Habitat Young Profes-
sionals and the national Habitat Young Profes-
sionals Advisory Council. Alyssa was also re-
cently recognized as a finalist for the 2016
YPC Amy Jennings YP Impact Award.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Alyssa in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Alyssa on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.
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