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hearing on statehood, which was the first con-
gressional hearing held on statehood in more
than 20 years. The House held its hearing on
statehood in 1993, and obtained a record
number of cosponsors in the House and Sen-
ate, including then-Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, as well as the other top three
Democratic leaders in the Senate. In addition,
President Obama endorsed D.C. statehood in
a public forum before the statehood hearing
was held.

Statehood is the only alternative for the citi-
zens of the District of Columbia. To be content
with less than statehood is to concede the
equality of citizenship that is the birthright of
our residents as citizens of the United States.
That is a concession no American citizen has
ever made, and one D.C. residents will not
make as they approach the 216th year in their
fight for equal treatment in their country. This
bill reaffirms our determination to obtain each
and every right enjoyed by citizens of the
United States, by becoming the 51st State in
the Union.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE STATE,
TRIBAL, AND LOCAL SPECIES
TRANSPARENCY AND RECOVERY
ACT

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation to rightly include state
and local entities in federal decision-making
and determinations that could potentially have
profound impacts on states, municipalities,
and local stakeholders. Federal agencies like
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) are
currently not required to share the underlying
data used in listing decisions made under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) with
the states or local entities that would be im-
pacted by such listing decisions. The State,
Tribal, and Local Species Transparency and
Recovery Act will amend the ESA to simply
require that federal agencies disclose all data
used to promulgate a potential or final listing
determination to the states affected by federal
regulatory actions. Local entities deserve to
have input on matters with potentially signifi-
cant impacts on their communities. This bill is
a simple, straightforward step to ensuring that
input is offered and given due consideration.

The legislation gives local stakeholders the
opportunity to verify, dispute, or complement
the information federal agencies use in an
ESA listings. Far too often, states’ data and
species recovery plans are effectively ignored
by federal agencies, even after earnest and
costly efforts have been made to develop
comprehensive and effective plans at the state
and local levels. Regardless of these efforts,
there is currently no guarantee that federal
agencies will consider these plans nor the
often superior data developed by local entities.
By providing states, tribes, and localities the
data used to promulgate these proposed list-
ings, an opportunity arises for local stake-
holders to get involved, and have their voices
heard.
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Federal agencies too often overlook local
conservation plans developed to ensure the
protection of native species. These local ef-
forts should not be disregarded. Local stake-
holders deserve to have input in these federal
decisions, and also deserve to know whether
their hard work is taken into consideration long
before the end result of a federal listing deci-
sion is made public.

By involving local entities and the firsthand
information developed on the ground by the
groups, stakeholders, and communities who
know these matters best, federal decisions will
be more transparent, accountable, and com-
prehensive. | encourage my colleagues to join
me in supporting the State, Tribal, and Local
Species Transparency and Recovery Act to
support greater involvement and assurances
for local entities in federal agency decision-
making.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHASE YOUNG

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Chase
Young for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-corning community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Chase is the director of the Education Lead-
ership Initiative at the United Way of Central
lowa. In this role, Chase interacts with the
over 800 members who donate $1,000 or
more every year to support middle school stu-
dents to succeed in the goal of graduating. He
also helps facilitate the investment, special
events, and volunteer and campaign commit-
tees. Chase also coached football at Des
Moines North High School, helping to organize
parents and the Johnston Rotary Club to
serve a pasta dinner the day before every
game. Chase is married with two children, and
enjoys hunting, fishing, hiking, and snow ski-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Chase in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Chase on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.
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IN RECOGNITION OF KAREN
RUSSELL

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and thank an extraordinary leader,
Karen Russell, for the incredible impact she
has had on individuals, families and commu-
nities in the 10th Congressional District of Vir-
ginia.

Every Citizen Has Opportunities, Inc., or
ECHO, for short, is dedicated to empower in-
dividuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities to achieve their optimal level of
personal, social and economic success.
ECHO accomplishes this by providing com-
prehensive vocational assessments, supported
employment, extended employment services,
medically fragile day support and training in
work skills and socialization.

In 1975, ECHO opened its doors offering
services to 8 adults and 41 years later, the
non-profit's accomplishments are extraor-
dinary. It has served more than 550 individ-
uals and currently has contractual arrange-
ments with 14 business partners at 17 work-
sites. ECHO also has 30 community partners
and 15 community volunteers.

One person whose extraordinary leadership
was essential to ECHO’s success was Mar-
keting Manager, Karen Russell, who retired on
December 1st, 2016, after nearly 40 years in
that critically important role. A native of
Lovettsville, in Loudoun County, Karen started
as ECHO’s Secretary, Bookkeeper and Trans-
portation Manager in 1977.

Karen Russell's marketing success has
been derived from her belief in the dignity and
worth of every individual and her passionate
appeal to prospective employers, on behalf of
ECHO participants. Karen has taken great
pride in the accomplishments of this skilled
and reliable workforce of 140 persons with dis-
abilities, as they fulfill their responsibilities to
commercial and government customers every
day. Her tireless efforts advocating for ECHO
participants has resulted in a profound change
in public perceptions. Society has come to re-
alize that people with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities are actively contributing
members of the community who, when they
are given a chance to work, have a profound
impact on the effectiveness and morale of in-
dividual businesses and government agencies.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in recognizing and thanking
Karen Russell, the Marketing Manager at
ECHO, for her tireless and passionate advo-
cacy on behalf of those with disabilities and
her exemplary leadership of an organization
that has been highly successful in empowering
them to overcome barriers to employment and
in achieving their optimal levels of personal,
social and economic success.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 21ST CEN-
TURY ENDANGERED SPECIES
TRANSPARENCY ACT

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation to bring more trans-
parency in federal decision-making to the En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). Under
existing law, federal agencies are not required
to make publicly available the information and
other data acquired from studies for proposed
ESA listing determinations. These agencies
are not required to submit a reference list of
the studies used in the proposed regulation
listing that is published in the Federal Reg-
ister, nor are they required to provide com-
plete citations to studies for any proposed
ESA listings. The 21st Century Endangered
Species Transparency Act simply requires the
data collected and utilized by federal agencies
for ESA listing decisions to be made publicly
available on the Internet. This is a straight-
forward, transparent update that will bring this
outdated law into the 2Ist Century.

The ESA became law long before our mod-
ern day technological advances, which have
provided instant access to information and
data online. Providing the factual data behind
listing decisions will further the cause of open,
transparent, and accountable government.
Independent analysis and verification of under-
lying data used for these decisions will only
strengthen the fundamental purpose of the
ESA, to keep our native plants and animals
from the danger of extinction, while ensuring
listing decisions are based on sound science.
By making this simple change to the ESA, we
can ensure federal agencies are relying solely
upon the best available scientific and commer-
cial data, and not on unpublished studies or
opinions.

This legislation also includes important pro-
tections for matters of privacy. The bill re-
quires the scientific and commercial data used
for the basis of proposed listings to be made
publicly available, so long as it protects state
data privacy laws and importantly, the rights to
privacy for individuals and property owners.

With today’s advanced access to instant in-
formation at the tip of your fingers, all citizens
have the right to the information federal agen-
cies use to propose rules and regulations.
This bill will further advance transparency in
agency rulemakings and listing determinations,
and is a simple, straightforward update to the
existing law. | ask my colleagues to join me in
supporting the 21st Century Endangered Spe-
cies Transparency Act.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 998, SEARCHING FOR AND
CUTTING REGULATIONS THAT
ARE UNNECESSARILY BURDEN-
SOME ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.J. RES. 83,
DISAPPROVING THE RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF LABOR RELATING TO “CLARI-
FICATION OF EMPLOYER’S CON-
TINUING OBLIGATION TO MAKE
AND MAINTAIN AN ACCURATE
RECORD OF EACH RECORDABLE
INJURY AND ILLNESS”

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to the rule for H.R. 998, the
“Searching for and Cutting Regulations that
are Unnecessarily Burdensome Act of 2017,”
or “SCRUB Act,” and the underlying bill.

| oppose the rule and the underlying bill be-
cause it hampers the ability of federal agen-
cies to act in times of imminent need to pro-
tect citizens.

The SCRUB Act seeks to establish a Retro-
spective Regulatory Review Commission to
identify and recommend to Congress existing
Federal regulations that can be repealed to re-
duce unnecessary regulatory costs to the U.S.
economy.

As such, this bill purports to reduce bu-
reaucracy by establishing a new “regulatory
review” commission charged with identifying
duplicative, redundant, or so-called “obsolete”
regulations to repeal.

Specifically, H.R. 1155 would establish a
commission with unlimited subpoena power
consisting of unelected, appointed members to
review existing agency rules and make rec-
ommendations to Congress for an up or down
vote on rules to be eliminated.

The scope of this review would be virtually
unlimited leaving no rule or regulation safe,
and Congress would be prohibited from debat-
ing the individual repeal recommendations but
would instead be forced to consider the com-
mission’s rule recommendations in a single
package.

Under the legislation as currently drafted,
agencies would be required to follow a “cut-
go” process—prohibiting a new rule from
being issued until an existing rule of equal or
greater “cost” according to the commission is
repealed—thereby undermining the ability of
agencies to quickly respond to imminent
threats to public health and safety.

Mr. Speaker, the SCRUB Act—and the cre-
ation of this $30 million regulatory commis-
sion—is problematic because it would operate
with little meaningful oversight, transparency,
or public accountability to ensure that its rec-
ommendations do not subvert the public inter-
est and safety.

For instance, the SCRUB Act would prohibit
any regulatory agency from issuing any new
rule or informal statement, including non-legis-
lative and procedural rules, even in the case
of an emergency or imminent harm to public
health, until the agency first offsets the costs
of the new rule or guidance by eliminating an
existing rule identified by the Commission.

This regulatory “cut-go” process would force
agencies to prioritize between existing protec-
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tions and responding to new threats to our
health and safety.

Such a sweeping requirement would endan-
ger the lives of Americans by creating unnec-
essary delays in the Federal rulemaking proc-
ess and creating additional burdens and im-
plementation problems that will only divert crit-
ical agency resources and diminish agencies’
ability to protect and inform the public in times
of imminent danger and need.

For instance, if an agency needed to re-
spond to an imminent hazard to the public or
environment, it would have to either rescind
an existing rule that is identified by the Com-
mission’s arbitrary and cost-centric process or
choose not to act.

That is why | offered an amendment that
would have exempted from the SCRUB Act
any rule relating to the prevention of cyber-at-
tacks intended to interfere with elections for
public office.

Regrettably, the Rules Committee did not
make this salutary amendment in order, which
is another reason | cannot support the legisla-
tion.

The Jackson Lee Amendment would protect
American citizens by ensuring that our federal
agencies are not unnecessarily burdened with
regulatory mandates that would jeopardize the
ability of federal agencies to ensure the integ-
rity of our electoral processes, prevent cyber
terrorism, and enhance the security and integ-
rity of cybernetworks and systems.

Now is not the time to undermine or impede
the ability of DHS, DOJ, and other federal
agencies to combat growing threats and active
acts of cyber terrorism.

For these reasons, | strongly oppose the
rule for H.R. 998, and urge all Members to join
me in voting against this irresponsible and un-
wise legislation.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
March 2, 2017 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MARCH 7
10 a.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Rod J. Rosenstein, of Mary-
land, to be Deputy Attorney General,
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