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Mr. Speaker, we must stand with the
people of Cuba. We must stand against
a Castro regime that seeks to benefit
only itself. We must give the Cuban
people hope and commit to help them
achieve freedom and democracy.

It is the duty of the new administra-
tion to review the previous administra-
tion’s failed policy and start working
for the people of Cuba and against the
Castro regime.

————
WE MUST RESIST NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, in
this Chamber last night, as I listened
to the President’s address to the joint
session, I could only think of one word:
“‘resist.”

Whether one voted for Donald Trump
or not, we are all obligated to resist his
incoherent and contradictory pledge to
dismantle the protections of the Af-
fordable Care Act with empty slogans.

Perhaps the most revealing moment
of the Trump administration so far was
his declaration Monday in his meeting
with America’s Governors that health
care is complex. “Who knew?”’ he said.

Well, anybody who has done any
work, any research, or had even had
conversations with the people who rely
on health care, who study health care,
or deliver health care. This was not a
secret that it is complex. Yet, for
months, he has made reckless, mis-
leading comments and has unleashed
efforts to make the Affordable Care
Act less effective and to destabilize in-
surance markets.

We should resist his cynical and cruel
step of singling out people who have
somehow been harmed by illegal immi-
grants as a special category. Why not
an office dealing with the far greater
number of Americans whose lives are
turned upside down as a result of gun
violence—which, by the way, is the
method of choice for homegrown ter-
rorists who, experts in his own govern-
ment point out, are responsible for
more terrorist acts and violence and
death of Americans than people who
are foreign-born.

We should resist empty promises to
rebuild and renew America by failing
to provide any meaningful detail. That
squanders an opportunity for bipar-
tisan cooperation and a badly-needed
effort to revitalize America and put
millions of Americans to work at jobs
that can’t be outsourced overseas and
that will strengthen each community.
It is important to resist an administra-
tion program long on divisive rhetoric,
misinformation, and lost opportunities.

The least popular new President in
our history, as near as we can tell, has
mobilized millions of Americans to be
involved, to resist. It is critical that
Americans of good conscience, who
care about the future of their country
and want to change the trajectory and
tone of politics, dive in now to protect
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programs they care about which are
under assault, to reject shortsighted
policies that will spend billions of dol-
lars on things we don’t need, like even
more nuclear weapons. How many
times do we have to be able to blow up
the world in order to achieve deter-
rence?

We should resist spending less on
critical parts of our defense. For exam-
ple, the diplomacy and international
aid saves human lives; it undercuts the
calls to radicalism for people without
hope. Making the job of our diplomats
and our aid workers harder and more
dangerous and less effective should be
resisted at every turn.

We should resist draconian budget
cuts and hiring freezes that undercut
the opportunity to take care of our
veterans, especially their health. Their
health is a long overdue promise that
Trump has occasionally talked about
but is now actively undermining.

We should resist unparalleled poten-
tial budget assaults on things that
make a difference to our communities,
like arts, public broadcasting, pro-
grams for children, things that matter
deeply.

Together, we can resist these de-
structive policies in Congress, in the
budget, and in legislation, while we
strengthen their support for similar
programs at home. Everybody should
resist by being involved in their com-
munity. There is something every one
of us cares about at home and on the
national stage. We should resist poli-
tics of division, hatred, and hopelessly
flawed and failing priorities.

We should resist. It is within our
power to dramatically change the po-
litical equation. Remember, Donald
Trump lost the popular vote by almost
3 million votes, while Democrats
picked up seats in the House and the
Senate. The country is much more
evenly divided, and they are not united
in support of this administration.

By doing our job now, it makes it
possible to build on the successes by
making sure everyone has a chance to
participate in the voting process. Fight
efforts at voter suppression.

It is time for all of us to engage in
that resistance that adds energy and
hope across America. It must start now
and will continue until we defeat hate,
bigotry, shortsighted policy, and
misallocated priorities.

America can halt and reverse the
damage that has been set in motion.
We should resist. We should resist now.

———
RARE DISEASE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, this week
we recognize the work of the tireless
advocates fighting rare diseases.

I have the honor of serving as the Re-
publican chair of the House of Rep-
resentatives Rare Disease Caucus. I
consider it one of the greatest respon-
sibilities of my service to work for in-
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novative treatment and new tech-
nologies and to build an atmosphere of
appreciation and understanding in Con-
gress for the hard work of all of the pa-
tient advocates. Their passion is often
driven by the care of loved ones, and
their personal stories are profiles in
courage.

Hearing from thousands of advocates,
many of whom are here in Washington
this week, gives the members of the
caucus renewed energy and purpose.
Events held during Rare Disease Week
here on Capitol Hill and at the NIH in
Bethesda highlight what has been ac-
complished and what still needs to be
done.

One of those champions joined us in
the House Chamber just last evening. I
was very proud that President Trump
invited New Jersey resident Megan
Crowley to his joint session address.
Megan’s story of combating a terrible
rare disease is a testament to the
American spirit. Megan is now a stu-
dent at Notre Dame. I salute her, her
parents, and her family for their cour-
age.

Passage of the 21st Century Cures
Act was a major accomplishment in
the last Congress—indeed, in my opin-
ion, it was the most important piece of
legislation passed during the 114th Con-
gress. We worked in a bicameral, bipar-
tisan way. We worked with the White
House and with the Department of
Health and Human Services. It passed
overwhelmingly in the House and in
the Senate, and now it is the law of the
land.

I am encouraged that the Trump ad-
ministration will carefully implement
its provisions to our healthcare sys-
tem, improving the healthcare system
and to help spur the next great medical
innovations.

Congress will join and help direct
that effort and proceed through the ap-
propriations process to match progress
and research funds.
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Right now it takes 15 years for a new
drug to move from the lab to the local
pharmacy. The CURES Act modernizes
clinical trials to expedite the develop-
ment of new drugs and devices, re-
moves regulatory uncertainty in the
development of new medical apps, and
breaks down barriers to facilitate in-
creased research collaboration.

Patients with degenerative condi-
tions, cancers, and rare diseases await
the genius of these new solutions. We
need to do everything we can to help
find these cures.

I have met with many rare disease
patients, advocates, and their loved
ones. Their work is inspiring, and it
gives our caucus a mission and a pur-
pose.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join the Rare Disease Caucus and help
us in this great cause. In this, the week
that we recognize the work of the tire-
less advocates across the Nation, I sa-
lute all of them for what they are
doing for the American Nation.
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