
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1401 March 1, 2017 
House that, in light of the resignation 
of the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
ZINKE), the whole number of the House 
is 430. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

NATIONAL EATING DISORDERS 
AWARENESS WEEK 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as 
we observe National Eating Disorders 
Awareness Week, I urge our south Flor-
ida community to attend the Alliance 
for Eating Disorders Awareness Walk 
this Saturday, March 4, at Tradewinds 
Park. The walk will celebrate 
everybody’s shape and also encourage 
screening for eating disorders. 

Eating disorders impact millions of 
Americans and has a proportionate im-
pact on teens and young adults. That is 
why, Mr. Speaker, I have led bipartisan 
legislation that urges the Federal 
Trade Commission to uphold its duty 
to protect the next generation by pro-
moting fair and responsible advertise-
ments, especially for products geared 
for children and teens. 

I was so proud that last year we were 
able to enact into law the Anna Westin 
Act, which I introduced with my col-
league TED DEUTCH, in order to allow 
an avenue for millions of young Ameri-
cans impacted by eating disorders to 
seek the help that they need. 

Let’s celebrate and commemorate 
Eating Disorders Awareness Week, and 
I encourage everyone to help spread 
awareness and promote authentic 
healthy body images. 

f 

THE COST OF BORDER WALLS 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology Review reported that 
the cost of then-candidate Trump’s 
wall along the southern border will be 
up to $40 billion for every 1,000 miles of 
wall. With the potential of a 2,000-mile 
wall along the border, American tax-
payers can expect to pay up to $80 bil-
lion for a wall at the southern border— 
$80 billion for a wall we were told Mex-
ico would pay for, and Mexico said they 
will not pay for that wall. 

Last year, a leading Republican Gov-
ernor also suggested that we should ex-
plore building a wall along the north-
ern border. The northern border wall 
would be 5,000 miles. A northern border 
wall would cost about $400 billion using 
the MIT report estimates. Obviously, 
Canada, like Mexico, will not pay for a 
silly wall. 

Mr. Speaker, $480 billion to wall in 
the United States. What is it with Re-
publicans and walls? What are they 
afraid of? What we need is a new infra-
structure bill not to build walls, but to 
build bridges and roads and to build in-
frastructure to put Americans back to 
work and to grow the American econ-
omy. 

f 

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP 
FULFILLS PROMISES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, last night President 
Donald Trump spoke to a joint session 
of Congress and to the American people 
in a powerful and positive address. 

From day one, President Trump com-
mitted himself to fulfilling the prom-
ises he made to the American people, 
and last night he outlined his bold 
agenda. I was grateful to hear his plans 
to repeal regulations, reduce taxes, cre-
ate jobs, repeal and replace 
ObamaCare, and promote veterans. 

As the chairman of the House Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Readiness, I 
appreciated his determination to re-
build our military by providing them 
with the resources they need to pro-
mote peace through strength. 

The President’s speech received an 
overwhelmingly optimistic response, 
with nearly 60 percent of viewers hav-
ing a positive reaction. Additionally, 70 
percent of the viewers said the Presi-
dent’s policies would move the country 
in the right direction. 

I look forward to working with the 
President and Speaker PAUL RYAN to 
achieve the bold, positive vision for 
American families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Congratulations to Interior Sec-
retary RYAN ZINKE and his wife, Lola, a 
great team for America. 

f 

PRESERVING AFFORDABLE 
HEALTH CARE 

(Ms. DELBENE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELBENE. Madam Speaker, too 
often we forget that the Affordable 
Care Act is about more than numbers. 
It is about real people. So for the next 
6 weeks, I will be highlighting the 
voices of my constituents who have 
flooded my inbox with heart-wrenching 
stories about why the law must be pre-
served, constituents like Paul from 
Snohomish, whose son-in-law died of 
cancer before the Affordable Care Act. 

His disease started small, but, grow-
ing up, his family couldn’t afford insur-
ance, and he delayed seeking care. By 
the time he got a job with health cov-
erage, the disease had progressed too 
far, and he died at the age of 29. Paul 

wrote to me and said: ‘‘The certificate 
of death says my son-in-law died from 
cancer, but I believe he died from a 
broken healthcare system.’’ 

We can’t go back to a time when get-
ting sick meant going bankrupt. 
Across the country, Americans like 
Paul are telling Congress not to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act. We should 
heed their advice. 

f 

REDUCING PRICE OF 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, as 
President Trump remarked in his joint 
address, we must work to bring down 
the high price of prescription drugs. 
Too often we have seen the price of 
lifesaving medication skyrocket due to 
bad actors taking advantage of monop-
olies in the market. We witnessed it in 
2015 when Turing Pharmaceuticals 
hiked the price of Daraprim, a drug to 
treat HIV patients. We saw it again 
with Mylan Pharmaceuticals raising 
the cost of the EpiPen by 400 percent. 

We cannot allow this to continue. 
I am proud to join my colleague, Con-

gressman KURT SCHRADER, to introduce 
the Lower Drug Costs Through Com-
petition Act. Our bill is a bipartisan 
approach to tackle the issue of high 
drug costs head-on. Our legislation 
uses the free market to incentivize 
competition among drug makers, en-
couraging them to bring new generic 
drugs to market. 

My constituents in Florida and folks 
nationwide need relief. Let’s get this 
done. 

f 

IMMIGRANTS ALSO SAVE LIVES 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, yester-
day President Trump launched a rather 
ridiculous effort called the Victims of 
Immigration Crime Engagement Office, 
or VOICE. They are going to be focus-
ing on talking about people who were 
victimized by people who are here ille-
gally. 

First of all, the statistics aren’t with 
him. It turns out that people who are 
undocumented are among the least 
likely groups to commit illegal acts, 
and studies show that they are one- 
fifth to one-half less likely to commit 
a crime. 

So I want to start an effort that is 
similar. I am going to start a task 
force called SAINT, Saved by American 
Immigrants National Taskforce, to 
talk about Americans whose lives were 
saved by people who are here undocu-
mented—people like Dr. Alfredo 
Quinones-Hinojosa, who became a brain 
surgeon, saving countless lives; people 
like Antonio Diaz Chacon, who chased 
down a child abductor and saved a 6- 
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year-old girl from a horrific fate, even 
though he is undocumented; and an-
other undocumented immigrant named 
Jesus Manuel Cordova, who rescued a 
9-year-old boy in the Arizona desert. 

These are the kinds of lifesaving ef-
forts from our undocumented immi-
grants where they save American lives. 
I bet our efforts at SAINT talking 
about saving American lives will 
match, life for life, all of the things 
that President Trump tries to drum up 
through his VOICE effort. 

Of course there are good and bad peo-
ple. Of course there are good and bad 
hombres. Let’s celebrate the good with 
the bad. I look forward to sharing their 
stories with my colleagues. 

f 

PRESIDENT HITS HOME RUN 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, President Trump hit a home run in 
the State of the Union Address last 
night. As he said, the way to renew the 
American spirit is to put Americans 
first—their jobs, their safety, their 
education, and their health. He also fo-
cused on border security. The rule of 
law will stop drugs and protect Amer-
ican jobs and lives. 

A recent poll found that, by a 2-to-1 
ratio, voters feel that the President 
has kept his promises to the American 
people. Another poll revealed that 78 
percent of Americans had a positive re-
sponse to President Trump’s State of 
the Union speech. No doubt Americans 
will rally behind him and support his 
efforts to put Americans first. 

President Trump’s words will be long 
remembered: ‘‘My job is not to rep-
resent the world. My job is to represent 
the United States of America.’’ 

f 

ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of Antioch Baptist 
Church in Robeson County, North 
Carolina. 

This year, Antioch Baptist celebrates 
their 200th anniversary. What an in-
credible testimony of faithfully spread-
ing God’s Word and ministering to the 
community. 

In 1817, the church was founded in the 
swamps of Robeson County as Burnt Is-
land Baptist, with meetings under a 
brush arbor on the same spot where the 
church meets today. 

In 1842, the church was renamed An-
tioch, after the city from which the 
Apostle Paul launched his three mis-
sionary journeys. The name was chosen 
to signify the church’s commitment to 
missions. 

More recently, Antioch Baptist took 
on the mission of providing a solid edu-
cation alternative for the people of 

Robeson County by opening Antioch 
Christian Academy. 

Later this year, I look forward to 
joining Pastor MARK MEADOWS and the 
congregation of Antioch Baptist 
Church to celebrate their 200th anni-
versary. 

God bless them. 
f 

b 1215 

KEEPING HEALTHCARE PROMISE 

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, last night, in this Chamber, 
we heard President Trump call on the 
115th Congress to repeal and replace 
ObamaCare with reforms that expand 
patient choice, increase their access to 
substantive health care, lower costs for 
our friends and neighbors, and, at the 
same time, provide better quality 
health care. 

I am here today to say that my col-
leagues and I are doing just that. We 
have listened to the families who have 
lost income and access to their doctors. 
My own corner of northeast Georgia is 
full of individuals who work tirelessly 
to care for their families, and 
ObamaCare has made it harder for 
them to see their doctors. 

The first promise that ObamaCare 
broke was that if people liked their in-
surance, they could keep it. As the in-
surance market continues its death 
spiral, we see insurance providers offer-
ing less coverage for more money. 

Now, my colleagues and I have a 
choice to make: rescue our failing 
healthcare system by repealing 
ObamaCare and returning competition 
and innovation to the healthcare land-
scape, or go down in history as leaders 
who did not keep their promises; as 
leaders who allowed their neighbors to 
suffer under what may be the most 
misguided, destructive policy of our 
generation. 

The choice is clear. The choice is ur-
gent. The choice is simple: Republicans 
are leading in healthcare reform that 
will bring relief to Americans who have 
only experienced the broken promises 
of ObamaCare. We are offering afford-
able, flexible healthcare options that 
prioritize patients over bureaucrats, 
and we are doing it together. 

f 

IMMIGRANTS ARE THE 
CORNERSTONE 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express my continued dis-
appointment with President Trump’s 
anti-immigrant stance, especially 
based on his joint session remarks last 
night. 

I admit I was very honored to attend 
my first joint session as a Member of 

Congress, but as a Member of Congress, 
as an American, and as a grandson of 
an Italian immigrant, I was disheart-
ened that the President doubled down 
on his divisive and dangerous rhetoric 
against immigrants and continued to 
create fear by focusing on the worst in 
people. 

Before I came to Congress, I was a 
prosecutor. I understand and believe 
that those who commit serious and vio-
lent felonies should be prosecuted and 
deported. But I also grew up on the 
central coast of California, and I real-
ize and appreciate how much immi-
grants contribute to our community. 

That is why I want to ask President 
Trump to come down from his gold 
tower, come out of the White House, 
and come to the green and fertile Sali-
nas, San Juan, and Pajaro Valleys. He 
will see that immigrants are the reason 
why my district is called the salad 
bowl of the world. He will see that im-
migrants are the cornerstone, the foun-
dation not only of that economy, not 
only of that community, but of our 
country. 

f 

NEBRASKA SESQUICENTENNIAL 

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 150th 
Statehood Day of the great State of 
Nebraska. 

This day is a proud day for all Ne-
braskans. Today, we honor the long 
and rich history of our State and the 
contributions our citizens have made 
to our country and the world. 

On March 1, 1867, Nebraska became 
the 37th State, and much has happened 
since then. In a century and half, Ne-
braska has grown to not only be the 
leader in agriculture, but also in tech-
nology and business. 

From the Sandhills of western Ne-
braska to the many neighborhoods of 
Omaha, one can see each day the evi-
dence of the extraordinary industrious-
ness of my fellow Nebraskans. Across 
nearly 49,000 farms and ranches, our 
proud citizens are responsible for a 
multi-billion-dollar agriculture market 
producing food that fuels the world. 

Nebraska is home to many great and 
wonderful things, but what I celebrate 
about Nebraska Statehood Day more 
than anything is the State’s wonderful 
people. 

In roughly 30 years in the Air Force, 
I had 16 assignments, taking my family 
all over the world. During these 16 as-
signments, I found that nowhere were 
the people nicer and more accommo-
dating to military families than Ne-
braskans. We found out that there is no 
place like Nebraska, and we are happy 
to call Nebraska home. Nebraska truly 
is the good life. 
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