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Europe, has brought prosperity to the
United States, not as an act of charity
but as an investment in the best inter-
ests of security.

We are here to say with one voice
that we will stand up to Russian ag-
gression that undermines democracy
and violates human rights.

I am grateful for my colleague, for
the chance to join him on the floor
today, and I look forward to working
together with any of our colleagues
who see these issues as clearly as my
friend and colleague, the Senator from
Florida.

Mr. RUBIO. I thank the Senator for
joining me in this endeavor here today.
It is important that we speak out
about this.

In a moment, the majority leader
will be here with some procedural mat-
ters that will, I guess, take the Senate
to a different posture.

Before that happens, I wanted to
close by not just thanking him for
being a part of this but by making a
couple more points.

The first is, I want you to imagine
for a moment, if you are sitting at the
Kremlin and you are watching on sat-
ellite television the debate going on in
American politics today, you are prob-
ably feeling pretty good about yourself.
You have one group arguing that
maybe the elections weren’t legitimate
because the Russians interfered. In es-
sence, there have been news reports
about a tension between the President
and the Intelligence Committee. You
have these reports every single day
back and forth. You are looking at all
this chaos, and you are saying to your-
self: We did a pretty good job. If what
we wanted to do was to divide the
American people against each other,
have them at each other’s throats, ar-
guing about things, and sowing chaos
and instability into their political
process, I think you look at the devel-
opments of the last 6 weeks and 6
months, and if you are in the Kremlin,
you say: Well, our efforts have been
pretty successful with that. I think
that is the first thing we need to un-
derstand.

The second thing is, this should all
be about partisanship. I am a member
of the Senate Intelligence Committee.
It is probably known that we are un-
dertaking an investigation into Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 elections. I
want everyone to know—I speak for
myself and I believe almost all of my
colleagues when I say, on the one hand,
I am not interested in being a part of a
witch hunt; on the other hand, I will
not be part of a coverup. We are going
to get to the truth. We want to get to
the truth. We want to be able to deliver
to this body and to the American peo-
ple a document with truth and facts,
wherever they may lead us, because
this is above political party. Our sys-
tem of government and this extraor-
dinary Republic has been around for
over two centuries. It is unique and it
is special, and with all of its blemishes
and flaws, I wouldn’t trade it for any-
thing in the world.
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I want people to think about that.
The next time you wonder and say to
yourself that things are so tough in
America and things are going so poor-
ly, well, with whom would you trade
places? I am not saying we don’t have
problems, because we do, but I ask, in
what country would you rather be? I
promise you that you won’t say China
if you know anything about China. I
promise you that you won’t say Russia
if you know anything about Russia.
There is no nation on Earth we would
trade places with, and there is no proc-
ess of government I would trade for
ours. It is not perfect.

One of the strengths of our system is
our ability to stand up here in places
like the Senate and discuss our dif-
ferences and our problems and make
continuous progress forward even if the
pace is slower and more frustrating
than we wish. That is what is at stake
in this process and what is at stake in
this debate. That is what none of us
can allow to see erode because of inter-
ference by a foreign government, espe-
cially one that is a thug and war crimi-
nal in every sense of the word.

So our quarrel is not with the Rus-
sian people and it is not with Russia. I
have extraordinary admiration for the
Russian people. I have extraordinary
admiration for the sacrifices and con-
tributions they have made throughout
history to our culture and to the world.
But, unfortunately, today their govern-
ment is run by an individual who has
no respect for his own people and no re-
spect for the freedom and liberty of
others, and it is important for our pol-
icymakers on both sides of the aisle to
be clear-eyed and clear-voiced in what
we do moving forward.

I thank the Senator for being with us
today and allowing us to engage in this
discussion. I hope we will see more of
that in the weeks and months to come
so we can speak clearly and firmly in
one voice that on issues involving
America and our sovereignty and our
system of government and decisions we
must make, we will speak with one
voice as one Nation, as one people, as
one country.

I thank the Presiding Officer, and I
yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today 1
wish to recognize the sesquicentennial
anniversary of the founding of the Uni-
versity of Illinois, a nationally recog-
nized institution of higher education
with a long record of innovation and
discovery and the home of the Fighting
Illini.

In 1867, 150 years ago, my home State
of Illinois established the University of
Illinois with the purpose of fostering
access to higher education for the
working people. It would become one of
37 public, land-grant institutions estab-
lished as a result of the Morrill Land-
Grant Colleges Act signed into law by
President Abraham Lincoln.

Over the past 150 years, the Univer-
sity of Illinois and those associated
with it have been responsible for push-
ing the boundaries of human knowl-
edge, scientific discovery, social jus-
tice, and equality.

In 1941, David Blackwell, the son of a
railroad worker from southern Illinois,
received his Ph.D. in mathematics
from the University of Illinois. In 1965,
Dr. Blackwell became the first African
American elected to the National
Academy of Sciences, whose members
advise the President and Congress on
matters related to science and tech-
nology. Dr. Blackwell is regarded as
the most famous African-American
mathematician in history.

In 1948, the University of Illinois be-
came, and remains to this day, the
most accessible campus in the world
for individuals with disabilities. Tim-
othy Nugent founded the first com-
prehensive program of higher edu-
cation for individuals with disabilities
at the University and helped create a
campus that allowed individuals with
disabilities to move about freely and
independently. While the availability
of buses with wheelchair lifts, acces-
sible street curbs, and comprehensive
collegiate programs for those with dis-
abilities all have become the national
standard, they started at the Univer-
sity of Illinois.

The University of Illinois has long
been a leader in groundbreaking re-
search and innovation in science. In
the early 1970s, Paul Lauterbur discov-
ered magnetic resonance imaging—bet-
ter known by its initials: MRI. For his
pioneering work, he was awarded a
Nobel Prize in 2003.

Today the university is one of the
premier public research universities in
the world. It ranks in the top 50 univer-
sities in America for research and de-
velopment dollars spent in science and
engineering. It is also home to one of
the world’s most powerful supercom-
puters, known as Blue Waters. Blue
Waters is the fastest supercomputer lo-
cated on a college campus in the world.

What began 150 years ago as a small
building on the Illinois prairie between
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the Illinois Central train station in
Champaign and the courthouse in Ur-
bana is today a 785-acre campus with a
reputation admired around the world.
It is home to more than 44,000 students
from all 50 States and more than 100
different countries each year. The Uni-
versity of Illinois has enhanced the
lives of over 450,000 living alumni and
produced 23 Nobel Laureates and 22
Pulitzer Prize winners in the process.
In addition, the university has grown
to include campuses in Chicago and
Springfield and regional campuses in
Rockford, Peoria, and the Quad Cities.

It is with great pride that I ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
the sesquicentennial anniversary of the
founding of the University of Illinois. I
offer my best wishes and congratula-
tions to President Timothy Killeen and
all the University faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumni on this important
milestone.

———

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the
Committee on the Judiciary has adopt-
ed rules governing its procedures for
the 115th Congress. Pursuant to rule
XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, I ask unanimous
consent that a copy of the Committee
rules be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE UNITED
STATES SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE
JUDICIARY—115TH CONGRESS

I. MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

1. Meetings of the Committee may be
called by the Chairman as he may deem nec-
essary on three days’ notice of the date,
time, place and subject matter of the meet-
ing, or in the alternative with the consent of
the Ranking Minority Member, or pursuant
to the provision of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, as amended.

2. Unless a different date and time are set
by the Chairman pursuant to (1) of this sec-
tion, Committee meetings shall be held be-
ginning at 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays the Sen-
ate is in session, which shall be the regular
meeting day for the transaction of business.

3. At the request of any member, or by ac-
tion of the Chairman, a bill, matter, or nom-
ination on the agenda of the Committee may
be held over until the next meeting of the
Committee or for one week, whichever oc-
curs later.

II. HEARINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

1. The Committee shall provide a public
announcement of the date, time, place and
subject matter of any hearing to be con-
ducted by the Committee or any Sub-
committee at least seven calendar days prior
to the commencement of that hearing, un-
less the Chairman with the consent of the
Ranking Minority Member determines that
good cause exists to begin such hearing at an
earlier date. Witnesses shall provide a writ-
ten statement of their testimony and cur-
riculum vitae to the Committee at least 24
hours preceding the hearings in as many cop-
ies as the Chairman of the Committee or
Subcommittee prescribes.
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2. In the event 14 calendar days’ notice of
a hearing has been made, witnesses appear-
ing before the Committee, including any wit-
ness representing a Government agency,
must file with the Committee at least 48
hours preceding appearance written state-
ments of their testimony and curriculum
vitae in as many copies as the Chairman of
the Committee or Subcommittee prescribes.

3. In the event a witness fails timely to file
the written statement in accordance with
this rule, the Chairman may permit the wit-
ness to testify, or deny the witness the privi-
lege of testifying before the Committee, or
permit the witness to testify in response to
questions from Senators without the benefit
of giving an opening statement.

III. QUORUMS

1. Seven Members of the Committee, actu-
ally present, shall constitute a quorum for
the purpose of discussing business. Nine
Members of the Committee, including at
least two Members of the minority, shall
constitute a quorum for the purpose of
transacting business. No bill, matter, or
nomination shall be ordered reported from
the Committee, however, unless a majority
of the Committee is actually present at the
time such action is taken and a majority of
those present support the action taken.

2. For the purpose of taking down sworn
testimony, a quorum of the Committee and
each Subcommittee thereof, now or here-
after appointed, shall consist of one Senator.

IV. BRINGING A MATTER TO A VOTE

The Chairman shall entertain a non-debat-
able motion to bring a matter before the
Committee to a vote. If there is objection to
bring the matter to a vote without further
debate, a roll call vote of the Committee
shall be taken, and debate shall be termi-
nated if the motion to bring the matter to a
vote without further debate passes with elev-
en votes in the affirmative, one of which
must be cast by the minority.

V. AMENDMENTS

1. Provided at least seven calendars days’
notice of the agenda is given, and the text of
the proposed bill or resolution has been made
available at least seven calendar days in ad-
vance, it shall not be in order for the Com-
mittee to consider any amendment in the
first degree proposed to any measure under
consideration by the Committee unless such
amendment has been delivered to the office
of the Committee and circulated via e-mail
to each of the offices by at least 5:00 p.m. the
day prior to the scheduled start of the meet-
ing.
2. It shall be in order, without prior notice,
for a Member to offer a motion to strike a
single section of any bill, resolution, or
amendment under consideration.

3. The time limit imposed on the filing of
amendments shall apply to no more than
three bills identified by the Chairman and
included on the Committee’s legislative
agenda.

4. This section of the rule may be waived
by agreement of the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member.

VI. PROXY VOTING

When a recorded vote is taken in the Com-
mittee on any bill, resolution, amendment,
or any other question, a quorum being
present, Members who are unable to attend
the meeting may submit votes by proxy, in
writing or by telephone, or through personal
instructions. A proxy must be specific with
respect to the matters it addresses.

VII. SUBCOMMITTEES

1. Any Member of the Committee may sit
with any Subcommittee during its hearings
or any 1) other meeting, but shall not have
the authority to vote on any matter before
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the Subcommittee unless a Member of such
Subcommittee.

2. Subcommittees shall be considered de
novo whenever there is a change in the Sub-
committee chairmanship and seniority on
the particular Subcommittee shall not nec-
essarily apply.

3. Except for matters retained at the full
Committee, matters shall be referred to the
appropriate Subcommittee or Subcommit-
tees by the Chairman, except as agreed by a
majority vote of the Committee or by the
agreement of the Chairman and the Ranking
Minority Member.

4. Provided all members of the Sub-
committee consent, a bill or other matter
may be polled out of the Subcommittee. In
order to be polled out of a Subcommittee, a
majority of the members of the Sub-
committee who vote must vote in favor of re-
porting the bill or matter to the Committee.

VIII. ATTENDANCE RULES

1. Official attendance at all Committee
business meetings of the Committee shall be
kept by the Committee Clerk. Official at-
tendance at all Subcommittee business
meetings shall be kept by the Subcommittee
Clerk.

2. Official attendance at all hearings shall
be kept, provided that Senators are notified
by the Committee Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member, in the case of Committee
hearings, and by the Subcommittee Chair-
man and Ranking Minority Member, in the
case of Subcommittee Hearings, 48 hours in
advance of the hearing that attendance will
be taken; otherwise, no attendance will be
taken. Attendance at all hearings is encour-
aged.

IX. SUBPOENAS

The Chairman of the Committee, with the
agreement of the Ranking Member or by a
vote of the Committee, may subpoena the at-
tendance of a witness at a Committee or
Subcommittee hearing or Committee deposi-
tion, or the production of memoranda, docu-
ments, records, or any other materials. Any
such subpoena shall be issued upon the sig-
nature of the Chairman or any other Member
of the Committee designated by the Chair-
man.

X. DEPOSITIONS

1. Any subpoena issued for a deposition
that is to be conducted by staff shall be ac-
companied by a notice of deposition identi-
fying the Majority staff officers designated
by the Chairman and the Minority staff offi-
cers designated by the Ranking Member to
take the deposition, and the Majority and
Minority shall be afforded the opportunity to
participate on equal terms.

2. Unless waived by agreement of the Chair
and Ranking Member, any deposition shall
have at least one Member present for the du-
ration of the deposition. All Members shall
be notified of the date, time, and location of
any deposition.

3. Any Member of the Committee may at-
tend and participate in the taking of any
deposition.

4. A witness at a deposition shall be exam-
ined upon oath administered by an indi-
vidual authorized by law to administer
oaths, or administered by any Member of the
Committee if one is present.

5. Unless otherwise specified, the deposi-
tion shall be in private.

———
BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to
submit to the Senate the budget
scorekeeping report for March 2017.
The report compares current-law levels
of spending and revenues with the
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