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the fresh, free Arizona air. It is the 
greatest State in the Union, and I will 
always be proud to call Arizona my 
home. 

Happy birthday, State 48. 
f 

ATTORNEY GENERAL JEFF 
SESSIONS AND RUSSIA 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today after news that the Attorney 
General, Jeff Sessions, lied under oath 
about his multiple contacts with high-
er level officials from the Russian Gov-
ernment. 

The American people deserve full an-
swers from the FBI on the ever-grow-
ing list of Trump administration offi-
cials with reckless and dangerous ties 
to Russia. The 2016 attack by Russia on 
U.S. democratic institutions, election 
systems, and political parties rep-
resents an international crime against 
liberty. 

We still don’t know the full extent of 
Russia’s attacks. Thus, it is essential 
that the FBI, which reports to the At-
torney General, be absolutely free of 
any political pressure. Congress must 
empower an independent investigatory, 
bipartisan commission to discover the 
truth. And the administration must ap-
point a special prosecutor free of polit-
ical influence by the executive branch. 

Any investigation must be empow-
ered to thoroughly probe Russia’s ac-
tions against our Nation’s elections 
and must unearth any individuals who 
aided and abetted Russia in further-
ance of its nefarious objectives. With-
out question, it is essential that our 
FBI and Justice Department be abso-
lutely free of any political influence by 
the Attorney General. 

The American people are owed the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth. Toward restoring integrity, 
the Attorney General should resign in 
view of his misleading answers about 
Russia during his Senate confirmation 
hearing. 

Truth will out. 
f 

COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES 
RESTORATION PLAN 

(Mr. MAST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of including Everglades res-
toration in the President’s infrastruc-
ture plan for America. 

The Comprehensive Everglades Res-
toration Plan is the most ambitious 
ecosystem restoration ever attempted 
and represents the ultimate infrastruc-
ture package for Florida, but many 
critical projects designed to add harm-
ful Lake Okeechobee discharges and 
algal blooms into my community are 
far behind where they should be and be-
coming far more costly by the delay in 
full funding. 

The President has touted his record 
of building world-class projects ahead 

of schedule and under budget; so I am 
calling on him to create an Everglades 
restoration infrastructure task force, 
secure the full funding, and accelerate 
the CERP projects to completion. 

Mr. Speaker, my constituents have 
waited long enough to realize the mas-
sive benefits of Everglades restoration. 
Now let’s seize this moment and put 
this President and this Congress to 
work to finish the job. 

f 

UNDERSTAND THE LEGAL 
MARIJUANA INDUSTRY 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
week, Attorney General Sessions stat-
ed we won’t be a better, healthier Na-
tion if marijuana is sold at every cor-
ner grocery store. His Justice Depart-
ment also signaled that it would raid a 
marijuana industry convention being 
held on tribal lands in my State of Ne-
vada. 

While it is pretty clear that the At-
torney General has some other prob-
lems to worry about now, I would note 
that his statement and his depart-
ment’s actions demonstrate a complete 
lack of understanding of the legal 
marijuana industry. 

The industry, which is highly regu-
lated in States that have chosen to le-
galize marijuana, does, indeed, face 
challenges in banking, taxes, adver-
tising, security, and working with vet-
erans. These need to be addressed by 
Congress. 

But in the meantime, I invite Mr. 
Sessions: Come to Nevada. Meet with 
members of the industry. Find out how 
it really works before you make rash 
decisions about enforcement that will 
counter the votes of many people 
across this country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT AND MEGAN 
TRINKLEY AND MISSION FIRST 
HOUSING GROUP VOLUNTEERS 
AND SUPPORTERS 

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Robert and 
Megan Trinkley and the many sup-
porters and volunteers of the Mission 
First Housing Group, which places 
homeless veterans in need in safe, af-
fordable, and sustainable housing. 

Last Friday evening, I had the great 
pleasure to be present at the third an-
nual Homes for Heroes fundraising 
event in Delaware County, Pennsyl-
vania. I joined the Trinkleys and iconic 
radio personality and Vietnam veteran 
John DeBella and hundreds of commu-
nity supporters who were all com-
mitted to quality housing for our vets. 

The Homes for Heroes event was 
founded in 2015 as a way for the 
Trinkleys to honor the memory of 
Megan’s late father, a United States 

Air Force veteran. Homes for Heroes 
raised more than $40,000 last year and 
surpassed that number this year. 

Mr. Speaker, on any given night, 
some 40,000 of our veterans are home-
less, and that is too many. But thanks 
to the work of Robert and Megan 
Trinkley and all of those who have sup-
ported Homes for Heroes, some three 
dozen veterans right now in our region 
sleep in safe, affordable housing. 

I am grateful for their efforts, and I 
applaud them for their service to the 
homeless veterans to assure that no 
hero he is left behind. 

f 

CELEBRATING WOMEN HELPING 
WOMEN 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, as we 
kick off Women’s History Month, I 
want to recognize Women Helping 
Women, celebrating 40 years of service 
to the people in my district of Maui 
County. 

Since its founding in 1977, Women 
Helping Women has been an indispen-
sable source of strength and support 
for survivors of domestic violence in 
Maui County, many of whom have fled 
courageously away from life-threat-
ening situations with nothing more 
than the clothes on their backs, a few 
dollars in their pockets, and the desire 
to live without fear. Many of these 
women flee with young children and 
have no one to turn to and nowhere to 
go. 

Each year, this organization serves 
more than 1,500 women, men, and chil-
dren on the Islands of Maui and Lanai 
through a variety of programs, 
projects, and activities focused on di-
rect intervention, shelter, advocacy, 
education, empowerment, and preven-
tion. 

Mahalo to Women Helping Women, 
and congratulations on reaching this 
40th anniversary year. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO 
SHERIFF’S DEPUTY WES HARPER 

(Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the actions of 
Clark County, Indiana, Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Wes Harper. 

On the evening of February 21, Dep-
uty Harper was dispatched to a call for 
an unconscious person. While en route, 
Deputy Harper’s dispatcher advised 
him that this individual was, in fact, a 
9-month-old child, and it was possible 
that the child had drowned. 

Wasting no time, Deputy Harper ar-
rived on scene, scooped the infant up 
into his arms, and dove back into the 
patrol vehicle with an ambulance still 
minutes away. As his fellow officer 
drove to Kosair Children’s Hospital, 
Deputy Harper provided CPR to the un-
conscious infant. As they pulled into 
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the hospital, the infant regained con-
sciousness and began to breathe on its 
own. The infant was released from the 
hospital the following day. 

When asked about how this call had 
affected his mindset for the rest of his 
shift, Deputy Harper was, as he always 
is, humble and expressed how glad and 
thankful he was that the young child 
would be all right. 

Deputy Wes Harper’s quick thinking 
and selfless action speak volumes of 
the training of Clark County’s first re-
sponders, as well as their devotion to 
Hoosiers all the way across Clark 
County. His actions are a prime exam-
ple of the high standards and traditions 
of law enforcement officers everywhere 
across this country. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Indiana’s 
Ninth District, I would like to express 
our gratitude to Clark County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Wes Harper for his lifesaving 
actions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL COLOREC-
TAL CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize March 2017 as Na-
tional Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

This month offers us an opportunity 
to raise awareness about colorectal 
cancer and to recommit to taking ac-
tion against this disease. Colorectal 
cancer is one of the most preventable 
forms of cancer, yet it remains the sec-
ond leading cause of cancer death 
among men and women, combined, in 
the United States. 

This year, more than 130,000 individ-
uals in the United States will be diag-
nosed with colorectal cancer. Approxi-
mately 50,000 more will die from it. Too 
often, individuals are forced to forego 
screening because of high insurance 
costs. In order to get more people 
screened and save lives, we need to 
break down the financial barriers to 
treatment. 

Last month, I joined the Congress-
man CHARLIE DENT and LEONARD LANCE 
to introduce the Removing Barriers to 
Colorectal Cancer Screening Act. Our 
bill eliminates colonoscopy cost-shar-
ing for Medicare patients so that every 
patient has access to this lifesaving 
treatment. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot let cost 
stand in the way of care. I urge Con-
gress to quickly advance this legisla-
tion. Patients are counting on it. 

f 

b 1215 

EMPLOYEES UNDER 
INVESTIGATION 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, some-
thing that has not gotten nearly 

enough attention in the media con-
cerns security. We know that there 
were people working—Imran Awan, 
Abid Awan, Jamal Awan, Hina Alvi, 
Natalia Sova—and I have heard that 
one of these has fled back to Pakistan 
since being investigated. 

They worked on Democratic com-
puter systems. And although we have 
been told, ‘‘Well, they couldn’t get into 
the SCIF and get into the classified 
section,’’ they had access to congres-
sional computers. I am told that if you 
can get access to one Congress Mem-
ber’s Outlook program, you can easily 
hack into many others. 

This has got to be investigated. It ap-
pears to be a major crime and a major 
breach of trust in the House. 

I hope my friends across the aisle 
that use these people will step forward 
and help us plug the hole. 

f 

SMASH VECTOR-BORNE DISEASES 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask my colleagues to help smash 
Zika and other vector-borne diseases. 

It is my privilege to reintroduce the 
bipartisan Strengthening Mosquito 
Abatement for Safety and Health Act, 
or SMASH Act. H.R. 1310 has over 14 
cosponsors already, both Democrats 
and Republicans, coming together to 
tackle this great challenge. 

As we saw last year, in Florida, Puer-
to Rico, across Latin America, and be-
yond, mosquito-borne diseases are con-
stantly evolving and can quickly have 
new and devastating consequences. We 
thought we knew Zika, but then it 
changed. So we have to stay a step 
ahead. 

That is what the SMASH Act does. It 
keeps us ahead of perennial threats 
like Zika, West Nile, and other diseases 
by expanding programs for mosquito- 
borne and vector-borne disease surveil-
lance and control. 

Investing and fighting all these dis-
eases together will protect the health 
of countless Americans and save us 
money down the road. 

The scientists and public health ex-
perts at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol in my home State know the tools 
they need. Colleagues, let’s get to-
gether and give it to them. 

f 

REFUGEES WANT TO LIVE IN 
PEACE 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been a little more than a day since our 
President addressed this body for the 
first time. Many of us hoped that 
President Trump would finally lay out 
a positive vision for America. Instead, 
the address flamed the fears about im-
migrants and refugees. 

I invited Syrian refugee Bothina 
Matar as my guest to the joint session 

to show our President that, despite 
false claims, refugees approved through 
our vigorous vetting program simply 
want to live in peace. 

After speaking with Bothina about 
her family’s experience in Syria and at 
a Jordanian refugee camp, it is clear 
that our refugee program is success-
fully completing its mission. 

After Bothina and her family were 
first referred as potential candidates 
for resettlement, they endured a rig-
orous 18-month-long vetting process. 
Only then was the family offered the 
opportunity to seek refuge in Dallas 
and put on the path to self-sufficiency. 

Our country is welcoming, and it is a 
place that, despite what the President 
and House Republicans claim, we can 
both protect the American people and 
extend our hand to the most vulnerable 
amongst us. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Chair of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure; which was read and, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations: 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, March 1, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: On February 28, 2017, 

pursuant to section 3307 of Title 40, United 
States Code, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure met in open ses-
sion to consider eight resolutions provided 
by the General Services Administration at 
the request of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). The Committee has authorized 
these leases to be executed pursuant to 
GSA’s leasing authority in accordance with 
the provisions of the Public Buildings Act. 

The Committee continues to work to re-
duce the cost of federal property and leases. 
The eight resolutions considered are part of 
the VA’s Construction, Long Range Capital 
Plan and include consolidations and reloca-
tion of existing space to improve the VA’s 
delivery of healthcare. 

I have enclosed copies of the resolutions 
adopted by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure on February 28, 
2017. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 
Enclosures. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS, NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 3307, 
a lease of up to 114,000 net usable square feet 
of space, and 770 parking spaces, for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for a Commu-
nity Based Outpatient Clinic in New Port 
Richey, Florida to replace and consolidate 
five existing leases at a proposed unserviced 
annual cost of $3,876,000 for a lease term of 
up to 20 years, a prospectus for which is at-
tached to and included in this resolution. 
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