
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1576 March 2, 2017 
Upon graduation, Kim began her long 

career in the labor movement, moving 
to California in 1986 to work as a jour-
nalist and an organizer with Cesar Cha-
vez and the United Farm Workers 
Union, UFW. 

Kim and Will moved to Upper Jay, 
NY, where their daughter Emma was 
born and raised. Six, often seven days a 
week, Kim, an International Rep-
resentative for the fiercely inde-
pendent and democratic United Radio, 
Electrical and Machine Workers of 
America, UE, would drive hours in 
every direction from her family’s cabin 
in Upper Jay, NY, to help workers, 
often against great odds, form their 
own unions and bargain contracts. 

For two decades, Kim has done the 
hardest and some of the most impor-
tant work anyone can do. Because of 
her, thousands of people have gained 
the courage to stand up and speak for 
themselves and for what is right. Be-
cause of her, many, many thousands of 
people, in Vermont and across the 
country, live measurably better lives. 

Kim Lawson led the effort to success-
fully organize workers at workplaces in 
Vermont, including U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, Counseling 
Services of Addison County, Champlain 
Valley Office of Economic Opportunity, 
NHVAC, Berlin Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center, Hunger Mountain Co-op, 
City Market Co-op, Northeast Kingdom 
Community Action, and the University 
of Vermont; and in New Hampshire, 
Grafton County New Hampshire Nurs-
ing Home and Public Employees, and 
the National Visa Center; and in New 
York, Adirondack Community Action 
Program. At a time when the wages 
and living standards of most people 
were under attack, Kim helped people 
organize collectively for a better life. 

Kim was also a founder of the 
Vermont Workers Center and for years 
staffed the Workers Rights Hotline 
which, free of charge, has helped many 
thousands of workers learn and protect 
their rights under the law. She has 
trained, mentored, and led countless 
young organizers and workers who, in-
spired by her quiet, steadfast and re-
lentless example, carry on her pursuit 
of justice. 

In whatever task she set for herself, 
Kim worked with her whole heart and 
a deep sense of solidarity for her fellow 
humanity. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Kimberly Lawson for 
her tireless work on behalf of our com-
munities and citizens.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ G. 
SMITH 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I would 
like to congratulate and honor Robert 
‘‘Bob’’ G. Smith, CEO of Goodwill In-
dustries of Lower South Carolina— 
GWILSC—for 35 years of serving our 
great State. 

Bob’s dedication and passion has 
been a true testament to GWILSC’s 
mission to ‘‘helping people reach their 
full potential through the dignity and 

power of work.’’ He has inspired and in-
stilled confidence by promoting essen-
tial job training programs that have 
encouraged individuals to meet their 
goals. 

His service has touched many people 
all over the South Carolina commu-
nity, and his initiative to orchestrate a 
collaborative environment has helped 
to expand services that has trans-
formed lives. 

For more than three decades, Bob has 
worked tirelessly to serve others, and 
his contributions will continue to live 
on in the generations of South Caro-
linians he has been able to positively 
impact, and we are grateful for every-
thing Bob has done to assist our com-
munities. Therefore, I would like to 
recognize Robert ‘‘Bob’’ G. Smith for 
epitomizing the very best of the Pal-
metto State.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:22 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill and joint resolution, 
in which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 998. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment of a process for the review of rules 
and sets of rules, and for other purposes. 

H.J. Res. 83. Joint resolution disapproving 
the rule submitted by the Department of 
Labor relating to ‘‘Clarification of Employ-
er’s Continuing Obligation to Make and 
Maintain an Accurate Record of Each Re-
cordable Injury and Illness’’. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 6913, and the 
order of the House of January 3, 2017, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the Congressional-Executive 
Commission on the People’s Republic 
of China: Mr. WALZ of Minnesota and 
Ms. KAPTUR of Ohio. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d and the order 
of the House of January 3, 2017, the 
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to 
the Canada-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group: Mr. HIGGINS of 
New York, Ms. SLAUGHTER of New 
York, Mr. MEEKS of New York, Mr. 
LARSEN of Washington, and Mr. DEFA-
ZIO of Oregon. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2702, the Minority 
Leader reappoints the following indi-
vidual on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Advisory Com-
mittee on the Records of Congress: Mr. 
John A. Lawrence of Washington, DC. 

At 4:00 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1004. An act to amend chapter 3 of 
title 5, United States Code, to require the 
publication of information relating to pend-
ing agency regulatory actions, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 1009. An act to amend title 44, United 
States Code, to require the Administrator of 
the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs to review regulations, and for other 
purposes. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 998. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment of a process for the review of rules 
and sets of rules, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1004. An act to amend chapter 3 of 
title 5, United States Code, to require the 
publication of information relating to pend-
ing agency regulatory actions, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1009. An act to amend title 44, United 
States Code, to require the Administrator of 
the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs to review regulations, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communication was 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and was referred as indicated: 

EC–925. A communication from the Acting 
Commissioner of Social Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the awarding of a sole-source contract to ob-
tain wage information from payroll data pro-
viders for the Supplemental Security Income 
and Social Security Disability Insurance 
programs; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. HATCH for the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

*Seema Verma, of Indiana, to be Adminis-
trator of the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mrs. 
FISCHER, and Mr. BURR): 

S. 489. A bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 and the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 with respect to 
participant votes on the suspension of bene-
fits under multiemployer plans in critical 
and declining status; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Mr. RISCH): 

S. 490. A bill to reinstate and extend the 
deadline for commencement of construction 
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