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hinder the investigation because it is
absolutely critical that we protect the
integrity of this investigation. That
means ensuring that it is completely
independent going forward and that
nothing has already occurred that
could compromise it. The good news is,
the inspector general can take this in-
vestigation on his own and go forward
with what we asked for in the letter on
his own. I would urge him to do so.
——

TRAVEL BAN

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the
second issue I would like to discuss is
the travel ban, the recently issued Ex-
ecutive order on immigrants and refu-
gees. Now that we have the details, it
is clear that while the administration
has made some very minor changes, it
has done nothing to alter the core
thrust of the order, which I believe is
terribly misguided and does nothing to
address the core concerns of the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals, which ruled
the original order was potentially un-
constitutional.

Moreover, we know that the adminis-
tration delayed its announcement and
implementation so President Trump
could bask in the aftermath of his joint
address. That should be all the proof
Americans need to know that this Ex-
ecutive order has everything to do with
optics and nothing to do with national
security. If national security were at
stake, it should not have been delayed
a single day.

The truth is, there is very little new
or improved about this Executive
order. It is barely a fresh coat of paint
on the same car that doesn’t drive. It is
still a travel ban. It is still a refugee
ban. It still makes us less safe, not
safer, according to not just me but to
Republicans like Senator MCCAIN. It
still attempts to turn innocent immi-
grants and refugees into scapegoats
and still does not do the things that
would actually make us safer, like
going after lone wolves and closing the
loopholes in the Visa Waiver Program.

The new Executive order is still
mean-spirited, misguided, and, in my
judgment, goes against what America
is all about, being a country that ac-
cepts and cherishes immigrants, not
disdains them. I fully expect the Presi-
dent’s new Executive order will have
the same uphill climb in the courts
that the previous version had.

——
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fi-
nally, on the Affordable Care Act. My
Republican friends have repeated the
mantra for 7 years, ‘“‘Repeal and re-
place, repeal and replace.”” It turns out,
during those 7 years, they never came
up with a coherent plan to replace the
Affordable Care Act. It was all slogans,
no policy.

Now they are scrambling to come up
with something. The problem is, every
draft, every leaked detail or outline or
list of principles we have seen is tied
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together by one common thread: It will
raise costs on average Americans and
cut back on their benefits. Average
Americans, under the Republican plan,
will pay more and get less.

No wonder they are hiding the plan
somewhere in a basement room, even
as they are scheduling markups on the
bill for a week from now. They don’t
want the folks to see it until the very
last minute; just rush it through. I
don’t blame them. It is going to be
very hard for Republicans to be proud
of this plan, which hurts average
Americans, raising their costs and tak-
ing away benefits.

It is the absolute height of hypocrisy
to be hiding this plan. My Republican
colleagues complained bitterly, day
after day, week after week, month
after month, about not having enough
time to read the Affordable Care Act
when it was being debated. At the
time, my friend, the distinguished ma-
jority leader, said:

Americans want us to slow down, and Con-
gress is putting its foot on the accelerator.
Americans want to know what this bill
would mean for them, and Congress won’t let
them read it before a vote . . . [on a] piece of
legislation that will affect one of the most
significant aspects of their lives. Americans
[he continued] have concerns about what
they’re hearing, and they are being told to
shut up, sit down, and take the health care
we give you.

By keeping their replacement bill
under lock and key, only a week before
potentially voting on it, the Repub-
licans are engaging in enormous hypoc-
risy—exactly what the majority leader
complained about only a few years ago.
Their mantra in past years was always
“‘read the bill.”” Now they will not even
let us glance at it. Why are they hiding
it? I think I know why. They are not
very proud of it. They know it is not
going to work.

They are being pushed blindly for-
ward by their ideologues and their in-
cessant campaign promises. The Amer-
ican people ought to know how Repub-
licans plan to drastically reshape this
Nation’s health care policy. I suspect
Americans will not like it much. I sus-
pect it will raise costs and cut benefits.
I suspect far fewer Americans will get
coverage. I suspect their plan will put
the insurance companies back in
charge.

Whatever it does or doesn’t do, the
American people and their representa-
tives in Congress, after 7 long years of
slogans, ought to know the true face of
‘“‘replace.”’

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

S1591

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

——————

DISAPPROVING A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE, THE GENERAL
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION,
AND THE NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINIS-
TRATION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.J. Res. 37, which the clerk will re-
port.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 37) dis-
approving the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the General Services Ad-
ministration, and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration relating to the
Federal Acquisition Regulation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 6 p.m. will be equally di-
vided in the usual form.

The Senator from Connecticut.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
am pleased to be here with a number of
my colleagues to oppose H.J. Res. 3T7.
As it has just been announced, we will
vote on it later today. I am glad to be
joined by so many of my colleagues to
fight against efforts to limit the appli-
cation of the Fair Pay and Safe Work-
places Executive order.

As a member of the Armed Services
Committee, I fought to ensure that
harmful provisions in the National De-
fense Authorization Act for fiscal year
2017 seeking to limit the applicability
of this Executive order to DOD were
stripped from the final bill signed into
law in December, and I continue to feel
strongly that we must do everything
possible to defend American workers.
That is what this issue concerns.

In 2014, President Obama issued a
critical Executive order, the Fair Pay
and Safe Workplaces Executive order.
Then, last summer, after thorough
analysis and due diligence by the De-
partment of Defense and several other
agencies, he implemented what is
known as the fair pay and safe work-
places rule. That rule requires compa-
nies doing business with the Federal
Government to disclose when they vio-
late any of 14 laws. The list of laws in-
clude some that are very familiar to all
of us, like the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, the Family and Medical
Leave Act, and the Civil Rights Act.
This list includes some other laws that
may be somewhat more obscure, but
those laws have been around for dec-
ades. They are well known in the work-
place, and they are designed to protect
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