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Snyder, who continues to show us exactly 
what servant leadership should look like by 
striving to make our community a better place 
to call home. 
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SEABEES 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere appreciation and deep respect that I rec-
ognize the 75th Anniversary of the United 
States Navy’s military construction force, the 
Seabees. For their contributions to our military 
and to countless individuals throughout the 
world, as well as their courage while facing 
danger head on, these brave and skilled serv-
ice members are to be commended. 

In December 1941, following the tragic 
events at Pearl Harbor, the United States 
Navy recognized the need for the presence of 
construction battalions on our nation’s coasts. 
It was from this realization that the Seabees 
came to be. The earliest Seabees, who served 
under the Navy’s Civil Engineer Corps, were 
recruited with an emphasis on their skills in 
the construction trades, but due to the dan-
gerous situations they would encounter, these 
men, who averaged 37 years of age, also 
needed to be ready and able to fight. 

Since World War II, the Seabees have put 
themselves in harm’s way while performing 
construction projects to aid their fellow service 
members, as well as civilians affected by both 
war and natural disasters. In World War II 
alone, more than 325,000 Seabees served on 
six continents and were tasked with everything 
from the construction of airstrips, bridges, and 
roads to the building of hospitals, warehouses, 
and an incredible number of huts to house 
more than 1.5 million military members. During 
the Korean War, the Seabees were called 
upon to address a problem that was thought 
to be impossible. These skilled men managed 
to cut a mountain in half to make a runway at 
Cubi Point, located in the Philippines, while 
constructing a much-needed naval air station 
in the region. Throughout the war in Vietnam, 
the Seabees remained active in the construc-
tion of bridges, roads, and aircraft facilities 
while also providing much support to the peo-
ple of Vietnam through the building of wells, 
schools, hospitals, and utilities. They also 
shared their expert knowledge and skills to 
train the Vietnamese people toward self-suffi-
ciency. Efforts to support construction needs 
for the military and in supporting those af-
fected by war have continued throughout the 
Persian Gulf War as well as in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

The Seabees have also been called upon 
time and time again to provide much needed 
assistance, both within our borders and be-
yond, during times of crisis and devastation. 
From Hurricane Camille in 1969, to Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, to the 2010 and 2011 disas-
trous earthquakes and tsunami that rocked 
Haiti and Japan, and many times in between, 
the Seabees have courageously put them-
selves in danger while working on rescue and 
cleanup efforts, as well as the vast rebuilding 
needed in these dire situations. They have 
been instrumental in rebuilding roads, housing, 

and the critical ports that were required for hu-
manitarian supplies to reach these countries. 
In many of these instances, without the skilled 
and dedicated efforts of the Seabees, the out-
comes would have been much worse for many 
more people. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring the many dedicated Seabees who 
have served our nation for the past 75 years. 
They represent an important part of the United 
States Military, and are a true example of un-
wavering patriotism. Let us never forget the 
service, sacrifice, and contributions they made 
and continue to make on behalf of our nation, 
their fellow service members, and those in 
need throughout the world. 

f 
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Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Anthony Ferreri for his enduring devo-
tion to serving others in need. 

A lifelong Staten Islander, Anthony has 
been at the forefront of providing quality hos-
pital care. President and CEO of Staten Island 
University Hospital since 2003, he has over-
seen the hospital’s growth with the addition of 
the Elizabeth A. Connelly Emergency and 
Trauma Center in 2009 and the Regina M. 
McGinn, MD Education Center in 2011. This 
dedication led Modem HealthCare Magazine 
to award Anthony its Community Leadership 
Award. 

In 2013, after being named as Executive Di-
rector of the North Shore—LIJ Health Sys-
tem’s Western Region, Anthony Ferreri was 
then appointed the Executive Vice President 
just two years later. With his new position 
came additional duties, as he also became the 
System’s Chief Affiliation Officer and Regional 
Executive Director for Westchester County. 
His established track record of effective part-
nerships with area hospitals and medical cen-
ters made him an ideal choice for this position, 
at which he excelled. 

Anthony has also proven himself a steadfast 
servant to his community. He has served nu-
merous nonprofit boards, among them the 
Friends of May Chang Foundation, New York 
Organ Donor Network, and the Snug Harbor 
Cultural Center. Furthermore, he is the Chair-
man of the Board of Staten Island’s Moore 
Catholic High School. He has been recognized 
on multiple occasions for his community serv-
ice. One such example is that he was only the 
12th graduate of New Dorp High School to be 
inducted into its Hall of Fame. Moreover, he 
was also awarded the Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor by the National Ethnic Coalition of Or-
ganizations. 

Mr. Speaker, Anthony Ferreri has spent his 
life serving his community and providing qual-
ity care to hospital patients. I thank him for his 
lifetime of work and I wish him the best in re-
tirement. 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
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CITIZENS 
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OF INDIANA 
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Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate twenty-five individuals 
who will take their oaths of citizenship on Fri-
day, March 10, 2017. This memorable occa-
sion, presided over by Judge Philip P. Simon, 
will be held at the United States Courthouse 
and Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America, that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On March 10, 2017, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Arturo Abel Diaz Pena, 
Lakshmi Sowmya Koppineedi, Abel Ruiz Ro-
mero, Pierre Remon Halteh, Dayanara Calix, 
Vanessa Yalen Cardenas, Carlos Alberto 
Uribe Schiaffino, Mohammad Abdelqader, 
Anna Broda-Stephens, Alicia Castaneda, 
Amilcar Chavez, Lupita Cortes, Nancy Nasilele 
Imasiku, Paulina Landeros Salazar, Mi Young 
Youn, Jay Joohyoung Lee, Xinyu Kevin Liu, 
Roberto Martinez, Ishaq Mohammed, Mercy 
Dickson Mtika-Nyirenda, Maria Pacheco, Anto-
nia Roman, Luis Alberto Salas, Maria de 
Lourdes Sanchez de Flores, and Jacob James 
Yang. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on March 10, 2017. They, too, will be Amer-
ican citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. We, as a free and demo-
cratic nation, congratulate them and welcome 
them. 
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