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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 610

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that I be removed as a
cosponsor of H.R. 610.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 637

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that I be removed
as a cosponsor of H.R. 637.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO MI-
GRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 2 of the
Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16
U.S.C. 715a), and the order of the House
of January 3, 2017, of the following
Member on the part of the House to the
Migratory Bird Conservation Commis-
sion:

Mr. THOMPSON, California

———

RIGHT TO TRY POTENTIALLY
LIFESAVING DRUGS

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, many
Americans, including my constituents,
fight a terminal illness. Many of them
cannot access potentially lifesaving
drugs because of the lengthy and bu-
reaucratic Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s approval process.

Last month Congressman
FI1TZPATRICK and I introduced the Right
to Try Act, which is a bill that would
provide the option for terminally ill
patients to receive drugs that have
passed the FDA’s basic safety testing
but are still working their way through
the lengthy government process to re-
ceive final approval.

In 2014, my home State of Arizona
passed a similar right-to-try law with
nearly 80 percent of the vote, thanks to
the heroic efforts of my friend, the late
Laura Knaperek. She successfully
fought to pass right-to-try at the State
level even as she was battling a cancer
that would ultimately claim her life. I
sponsored this bill in memory of Laura
and many others who have championed
this legislation around the country.

Right-to-try has passed in 33 States,
and it needs to be enacted at the Fed-
eral level. Our bill gives Americans
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that right to try. I am grateful for Con-
gressman FITZPATRICK’s partnership on
this vital issue. I call upon my col-
leagues to pass this legislation in the
House.

——————

HEALTH CARE UNCERTAINTY IN
NEW JERSEY

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I wish I could say that the
Republicans’ attack on the poor and
vulnerable through this disastrous
healthcare bill is a surprise. But, un-
fortunately, in my home State, Repub-
lican leadership has laid out the frame-
work for their very own attack.

Last week, Governor Chris Christie
dealt another blow to the welfare of
New Jerseyans by seeking to fund his
State budget by siphoning money from
Horizon, the State’s largest healthcare
insurer, serving over 900,000 Medicaid
members in New Jersey. Horizon’s re-
serve fund exists to protect healthcare
consumers in the face of uncertainty.
But, Mr. Speaker, New Jerseyans are
currently facing tremendous uncer-
tainty due to proposals by Republicans
in Congress to roll back Medicaid.

Mr. Speaker, the threats are clear.
Governor Christie’s proposal would de-
stabilize Horizon and raise consumer
premiums just when hundreds of thou-
sands of New Jerseyans may lose Med-
icaid coverage or have premium sub-
sidies withdrawn at the hands of reck-
less Federal lawmakers.

In my district alone, 40,600 New
Jerseyans currently covered by the
ACA’s Medicaid expansion now stand
to lose their coverage if eliminated.
Both Governor Christie’s budget raid
and the Republican healthcare proposal
are prescriptions for disaster. These
plans are not only lazy and careless,
but are also unworkable strategies that
will only result in chaos across the
healthcare industry of New Jersey and
this country.

————
PENN STATE’S THON FUNDRAISER

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate
one of Penn State’s finest events,
THON, a 46-hour dance marathon.
THON began in 1977. It is the largest
student-run philanthropy in the world,
and it raises money to fight pediatric
cancer. THON ran from February 17 to
19 as dancers stood for 46 hours without
sleep at Bryce Jordan Center.

THON is a year-round fundraising
and awareness campaign for the fight
against childhood cancer, with pro-
ceeds going directly to Four Diamonds,
which benefits the Penn State Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania. Four Diamonds ensures that
families who are battling pediatric
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cancer are not faced with any costs, al-
lowing them to fully focus on the needs
of their child. THON 2017 raised more
than $10 million, and since its incep-
tion, THON has raised more than $146
million.

This truly is an event like none
other. It shows the power of what Penn
State students can do and have been
doing to cover the treatment costs for
pediatric cancer patients as well as
support cancer research. Thank you to
all the Penn State students who take
part in this spectacular event.

————

FIX HEALTH CARE, DON'T
DESTROY IT

(Mr. CRIST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of strengthening the
Affordable Care Act. Last Saturday, we
held a townhall meeting in my home of
St. Petersburg, Florida. Over 550
Pinellas County residents showed up,
and the message was overwhelming:
Work together, fix health care, don’t
destroy it, put people above politics.

The Republican bill unveiled this
week would drive up healthcare costs,
strip away important protections, and
leave millions without coverage. It is
wrong for senior citizens. It is wrong
for women. It is wrong for the poor and
the disabled. We are judged by how we
treat the least among us.

HONORING ZELL MILLER

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to wish the great Geor-
gia Governor and U.S. Senator Zell
Miller a happy 85th birthday. He cele-
brated his milestone on February 24,
2017.

For his undergraduate education, Mr.
Miller attended the University of Geor-
gia as well as my alma mater, Young
Harris College. He often compared
Young Harris to a shoe factory be-
cause, as he says, you enter single but
you leave as a pair. Fittingly, it is
where Mr. Miller met his wife of more
than 60 years, Shirley. Also fittingly, it
is where I met my wife of 38 years,
Amy.

Mr. Miller has dedicated much of his
life to serving the public, starting out
as the mayor of his small hometown of
Young Harris in north Georgia. This
outstanding career led him through
every level of service, including State
senator, Lieutenant Governor, Gov-
ernor, and United States Senator.

Mr. Miller’s dedication to his home
State of Georgia and the United States
as a whole continues to have lasting ef-
fects that are felt to this day. As Gov-
ernor of Georgia one of Mr. Miller’s
greatest gifts was the HOPE Scholar-
ship. This fund opens up educational
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