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Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, the 
Honorable Robert H. Michel, former Minority 
Leader of the House of Representatives, died 
on February 17, 2017. On that day, I issued 
the following statement: 

‘‘On November 29, 1994, an extraordinary 
thing happened on the House floor. Outgoing 
House Speaker Tom Foley, a Democrat from 
the Pacific Northwest, asked outgoing Minority 
Leader Bob Michel, a Republican from central 
Illinois, to take the gavel and preside over the 
House. More than a symbolic gesture, it was 
a fitting sendoff for a happy warrior revered for 
his decency and commitment to what’s right. 

‘‘A half-century earlier, as a combat infantry-
man, Bob Michel was in the Battle of the 
Bulge. He was at Normandy too. For his serv-
ice in World War II, he received two Bronze 
Stars and the Purple Heart. 

‘‘I did not have the privilege to serve with 
Leader Michel. But I do have the honor of 
working every day in the office in the Capitol 
that bears his name. What a name and legacy 
it is. What a life well-lived by this great and 
gracious man. Today the members of the 
House—past and present—mourn with the 
family and friends of our former colleague and 
leader.’’ 

The House took several steps to honor Mr. 
Michel. The flags of the U.S. Capitol were low-
ered to halfstaff in honor of his passing. A 
book of condolences was made available for 
the remembrances of friends and colleagues. 
On February 27, 2017, the House adopted 
House Resolution 151, honoring the life of 
former Minority Leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Robert Henry ‘‘Bob’’ Michel. A 
memorial service was held in Statuary Hall in 
the U.S. Capitol on March 9, 2017. The fol-
lowing is a transcript of those proceedings: 

MARCH 9, 2017 
PRELUDE—(United States Army Brass 

Quintet) 
PRESENTATiON OF THE COLORS— 

(United States Armed Forces Color Guard) 
NATIONAL ANTHEM—(United States 

Army Chorus) 
(The Reverend Patrick J. Conroy, S.J., 

chaplain of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives) 

Reverend Conroy: God of Heaven and 
Earth, the work of Your hands is made 
known in Your bountiful creation and in the 
lives of those who faithfully live in Your 
grace. 

Today we especially remember the life and 
work of Bob Michel, son of the very proud 
city of Peoria. 

As the long-time minority leader, he was a 
modest man whose impact on the public weal 

beyond his district far exceeded any projec-
tion of ego strength. A man of an age past, 
he was a better practitioner of governance 
than politics. It was this characteristic of 
his that ushered through a Democratic 
House much of President Ronald Reagan’s 
agenda, evidence of an extraordinary ability 
to legislate within our constitutional struc-
tures. 

Be present with us this day, O God, as we 
mark his life and remember his legacy. Bless 
this gathering and comfort us as we comfort 
one another in remembering a great Amer-
ican and a genuinely good man. 

Amen. 
(The Honorable Paul D. Ryan, Speaker of 

the United States House of Representatives) 
Speaker Ryan: Good afternoon, and wel-

come to the United States Capitol. 
Today, we celebrate the life of the Honor-

able Robert H. Michel, the distinguished 
leader from the State of Illinois. On the day 
of his passing, it was my sad duty as Speaker 
to order the flags flown over the Capitol to 
be flown at halfstaff. 

At this moment, I would like to ask the 
Capitol Police to present one of those flags 
from that day to the Michel family, if you 
will, please. 

(Presentation made.) 
Speaker Ryan: Bob Michel was a man of 

very simple rituals. He pressed his own 
shirts. He whistled while he worked—no, he 
really, actually did whistle while he worked. 
He had time for everyone. That is a skill I 
am really learning to appreciate, and that is 
difficult to develop in this job. 

Actually, I would say this is the kind of in-
clusive program that the leader would enjoy: 
three Republicans, two Democrats, and Ray 
LaHood. 

(Applause.) 
Speaker Ryan: That is right. Because this 

is a celebration of a great life, this being a 
House event, we are going to hear some real-
ly great stories. I want to start the bidding 
with two. 

One comes from Karen Haas, Karen, whom 
we all know very, very well right here in the 
House because she is the Clerk of the House. 
But Karen came to us as a long-time Bob 
Michel aide. Karen tells this story of a time 
she briefed the leader on a tax provision that 
Bill Archer was going on about. She went 
into all the great details. The reason she did 
that was so that they wouldn’t have to go 
over the whole thing all over again with Bill 
Archer on the floor. 

So they get to the floor, and sure enough, 
Bill Archer comes up on the floor, comes up, 
starts going into the tax policy. The leader 
sits down, and he says: ‘‘Walk me through it 
from beginning to end. Tell me all about it.’’ 
Karen starts fidgeting in her chair. He just 
taps her lightly, and the leader basically is 
saying to her, without saying a word: ‘‘This 
is the job. A leader takes a moment; a leader 
listens.’’ 

My predecessor, John Boehner, he tells a 
story of his very, very early days when he 
was a freshman Member. You ever hear of 
the Gang of Seven? Right. John Boehner was 
a part of the Gang of Seven. They were about 
to drop something really big on the House 
Bank. That’s what made the Gang of Seven 
famous. 

So John Boehner, he is a freshman, goes to 
the leader and gives him a heads-up about 
what they are right about to do on the House 

Bank, and he is thinking: ‘‘He is going to cut 
my legs off. This guy is never going to speak 
to me ever again.’’ 

The leader just nods and he says: ‘‘Well, 
you do what you have to do. As leader, I will 
do what I have to do.’’ That was it—no 
breaking of arms, no retribution, just that. 

You know, years later, when I was a rab-
ble-rouser causing John Boehner very simi-
lar problems, he showed the same decency to 
me. Now I know whom I have to thank. 

Bob Michel loved this place. Many of us 
got to know him after. We didn’t serve to-
gether, but we all got to know him so well 
after that service. He loved this place. He 
loved this institution. But he really loved his 
people. He did not just shape events; he 
shaped people’s lives, how they lived, and 
how they treated others. That’s what makes 
a giant a giant. it is the values that they in-
still in us, those moments that make you 
say: ‘‘Wow, I will never forget this.’’ 

Bob Michel had a lot of those kinds of mo-
ments in his good and long life. You wouldn’t 
know it, given how humble and how genial 
he was. But today, I hope that he will permit 
us to speak out of order so that we can give 
this great patriot, this man of the House, the 
due he so richly deserves. 

Thank you very much for being here today. 
(Applause.) 
(The Honorable Dick Durbin, United States 

Senator from Illinois) 
Mr. Durbin: If Bob Michel were here look-

ing out at this crowd, we might have heard 
some of his favorite profanities: Ye gads. 
Doggone. By gosh, by Jiminy! Son of a buck! 

He would say: ‘‘Just look who’s here: my 
friends, my family, Republicans, Democrats, 
diehard Cub fans—and the rest of the world.’’ 

We have beautiful baseball weather out-
side, a U.S. Army band and chorus inside, 
and we meet in the right room. If you can’t 
be on the floor of the House, this is a great 
room to honor Bob Michel. Imagine how 
many times he walked across this room back 
and forth to his office, to his beloved floor of 
the House of Representatives. 

But best of all, we meet with the uncom-
monly decent spirit of Bob Michel among us 
again. The only thing Bob loved better than 
the people’s House, as he called it, was his 
family. 

To Bob and Corinne’s children—Scott, 
Robin, Bruce, Laurie—grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, we hope in this time of 
loss, as you look around here at the support 
and friendship, that you can replace that 
loss with happy memories of a great fellow, 
one loved by all. 

Bob’s devotion to public service began 
when he was 19 years old. He was an Army 
private, off to fight with courage in some of 
the most important battles in human his-
tory. it continued after he left Congress, 
with his extraordinary efforts to increase 
America’s investments in medical research. 

But he left his greatest mark in public 
service right here in this building. In his 
nearly 50 years in the House of Representa-
tives, he said that the times he was proudest 
of were the Ronald Reagan years, starting in 
1981, his first year as a minority leader, when 
he was able to create coalitions to help big 
parts of President Reagan’s agenda pass. 

I was elected 2 years later, in a tumultuous 
election in 1982. Bob, of course, was the Re-
publican leader at that time, and we had ad-
joining congressional districts. Now, a lesser 
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man and a different leader might have writ-
ten me off as just another freshman Demo-
crat; but Bob Michel treated me as a col-
league and as a friend, and I never forgot it. 

I used to love the stories. We would meet 
just around the corner there once every 
month with an Illinois delegation for lunch. 
it was such a treat to hear the great stories 
from our delegation in those days, but espe-
cially the stories between Bob Michel and 
Dan Rostenkowski. 

Are there two more different politicians 
alive in the State of Illinois than Bob Michel 
of Peoria and Dan Rostenkowski of the bare- 
knuckle wards of the city of Chicago? You 
would think it was just going to be a knock- 
down-drag-out every time they got in the 
same room, and you couldn’t be further from 
the truth. 

They became such close friends that—lis-
ten to this—they would actually get in a sta-
tion wagon after the adjournment of the 
House and take turns driving back to Illi-
nois. one would drive, the other would sleep 
on a mattress in the back of the station 
wagon. That was their regular return home 
and back and forth. They were that close. 

Over the years, Corinne and LaVerne Ros-
tenkowski and Bob and Dan were the closest 
of friends. I never shared a station wagon 
trip with Bob—thank goodness neither of us 
had to do that—but what we did share was a 
commitment to our state and a reverence for 
the House of Representatives and this great 
Nation. 

We were both children of immigrants, and 
like many first-generation Americans, we 
shared an awe for this great Nation. That 
was the foundation of a friendship for the 12 
years that we served together in the House of 
Representatives and all the years since. 

The last time I saw Bob, I was telling the 
family, was at a Cubs-Nats game over at the 
stadium. And he was having the time of his 
life, as usual. 

Bob Michel taught us the importance of 
listening and respecting other persons and 
the other person’s views, even if you didn’t 
agree with them. He never mistook politics 
for warfare because he had seen real war, 
like Bob Dole. 

It is an honor that you are with us today, 
Senator Dole. Thank you for being here. 

(Applause.) 
Mr. Durbin: John Warner, thank you for 

being here, too. 
And men like Danny Inouye. so many of 

the Greatest Generation. There was a quiet, 
battle tested bravery about them. 

He showed us that consensus is not weak-
ness, and principled, intelligent compromise 
is not capitulation. it is how a democracy 
works. He once said, and I quote: ‘‘Raising 
the level of your voice doesn’t raise the level 
of discussion. . . . Peaks of uncommon 
progress can be reached by paths of common 
courtesy.’’ One look at his historic legisla-
tive achievements and you know that that is 
true. 

Bob Michel often said that the real heroes 
of World War II never came home. At the 
risk of correcting my old friend, I have to 
say this: Some of those heroes did come 
home. It was our honor to know and work 
with one of the finest. 

In his great, beloved hometown of Peoria, 
one of the tributes after his passing read: 
‘‘They certainly don’t make ’em like Bob 
Michel anymore.’’ 

And I might add: We are all the lesser for 
it. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
(The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Democratic 

Leader of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives) 

Minority Leader Pelosi: Good afternoon, 
everyone. Senator Dole, Senator Warner, 

thank you for honoring us with your pres-
ence. 

Many honors are afforded members of Con-
gress, but to be asked to speak at a memo-
rial service for Leader Michel is an honor in-
deed. It is an honor to be here with speaker 
Ryan and senator Durbin, Vice President 
Cheney, Secretary Baker, Secretary LaHood, 
Secretary Jack Lew, Billy Pitts. I will talk 
about the two of them later. 

Today we remember a beloved former col-
league who embodied the highest ideals of 
our democracy: Leader Robert Henry Michel. 
In this hallowed Hall, gathered beneath the 
great statue of Clio, the muse of history, 
Clio and her clock remind us that our time 
is short and history is watching. She reminds 
us that we are part of history, that our 
words and our actions will face the judgment 
of history, that we are part of the long and 
honorable heritage of our democracy. 

This distinguished gathering is a tribute to 
Leader Michel’s leadership, service, and ci-
vility, embodying everything we hope our 
heritage would be. 

Bob Michel was a patriot, a proud immi-
grant’s son, a soldier, and a great American 
statesman—a patriot indeed. 

In World War II, Bob served with heroism 
and honor, which earned him the first con-
gressional Distinguished Service Award. 

In the Congress, Leader Michel fought for 
the people of Peoria and his beloved Illinois. 
He brought the values of the heartland to 
Washington. And he personified the highest 
ideals of our Nation. 

His valor and leadership were recognized 
with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
with the high honor of France’s Knights of 
the Legion of Honor. We all benefited from 
his wisdom, his dignity, and his integrity. 

Bob once said: ‘‘Understanding the other 
person’s viewpoint is the beginning of polit-
ical wisdom. It doesn’t mean we will always 
agree. But it does mean that when we dis-
agree, it’s a disagreement based on fact.’’ 

What great guidance. 
Leader Michel reminded all of us that we 

have a role to play in strengthening our de-
mocracy. Let us carry forward Bob’s cour-
age, his conviction, and his civility. 

With his characteristic civility and grace, 
Bob Michel held the respect of colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle. I am sure that Steny 
Hoyer will attest that Democrats in the 
House who served with him and since then 
all respected and loved Bob Michel. 

His relationship with Speaker O’Neill was 
legendary. Tip O’Neill served as Speaker, and 
he took the leader’s office and yielded the 
speaker’s office to Bob Michel. That office is 
now named for Bob Michel. And it brings a 
joy to all of us that it is, and it brings luster 
to that office that it bears his name. 

They were really close friends, and they 
traveled a bit. And I am just telling you this 
one story about Jack Lew, who worked with 
Tip O’Neill, and Billy Pitts, who worked 
with Bob Michel. One time they were on a 
trip visiting Gorbachev in Russia, the Soviet 
Union at the time. And they were so close 
and interacted in such a nonpartisan, bipar-
tisan way that, when Tip O’Neill’s spokes-
person was not available to lead the press 
event that they would both speak at, Billy 
Pitts stepped in for the Democrats. 

Okay, Billy? Billy and Jack, please stand 
up, because they are probably the two clos-
est people to Tip and Bob Michel. 

(Applause.) 
Minority Leader Pelosi: It wasn’t that long 

ago when we all gathered in Statuary Hall 
for the service for Speaker Tom Foley. All of 
us remember the beautiful, beautiful presen-
tation that Bob Michel made about Tom 
Foley and about bipartisanship and working 
together and respecting each other’s views. 
In fact, Bob Michel was one of the last people 

that Tom Foley saw before he left us. So, 
whatever the politics were, the personal re-
spect always prevailed. 

Leader Michel, may I say again, had a role 
to play in strengthening our democracy, but 
he also understood that we were engaged in 
a political disagreement from time to time. 
Leader Michel and Democrats might dis-
agree on policy proposals, but we always 
agreed, because he led us that way, on the 
importance of public service. He believed in 
the truth and compromise and working out 
differences to meet the needs of the Amer-
ican people. 

It was a joy to behold Leader Michel’s de-
votion to his late wife, Corinne, and love for 
their children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren. I hope the grandchildren and 
the great-grandchildren who are here under-
stand how much their grandfather is re-
vered—is revered—and for a long time to 
come. Of all of his achievements as Repub-
lican leader of the House, Bob Michel was 
most proud of being a husband, father, and 
grandfather. 

So, for many of us, it was such an honor to 
serve with him, to be his colleague in the 
Congress. It was a privilege to serve with 
him. It was an honor to call him colleague 
and a joy to call him friend. Many of us, 
maybe, presuming, but he made us feel that 
we were all his friends. 

To Scott, Bruce, Laurie, and Robin, thank 
you for sharing your father with all of us 
over the years. May it be a source of comfort 
to you, to your whole family, the people of 
Illinois, and the people of America who loved 
him that so many join all of you in cele-
brating the life of this extraordinary Amer-
ican, mourn your loss, and are praying for 
your family at this sad time. Thank you 
again for sharing this great, patriotic Amer-
ican statesman, a person who taught us all 
so much about civility and about our coun-
try—a great patriot. 

Thank you. 
MUSICAL SELECTION—(‘‘Mansions of the 

Lord’’ performed by the United States Army 
chorus) 

(The Honorable Dick Cheney, 46th vice 
President of the United States) 

Vice President Cheney: Good afternoon. 
This is a sad occasion, obviously, for all of 
us, but it is also an opportunity to give 
thanks for the fact that we were able to 
share time with Bob. He was a major, major 
influence in my life. 

When I arrived here after the 1978 election, 
Bob took me under his wing, taught me a lot 
about what he knew about the House. He did 
his darndest, with some success: got me 
elected to the leadership in my first term, 
made me a member of the Intelligence Com-
mittee—his committee assignments were 
very important—and eventually put me in 
charge of the Iran-Contra investigation. And 
I loved every one of those. I was never quite 
certain it was going to come out the way Bob 
thought it was going to come out, but his 
role as my mentor I will never forget. 

My highest aspiration was to follow in 
Bob’s footsteps and hopefully some day be-
come the Speaker. Speaker Ryan and I have 
often reminisced over the fact that my desire 
was to become Speaker of the House and his 
was to become the Vice President. It didn’t 
work out quite the way we planned. 

But Bob was one of the finest men I have 
ever known. There cannot be many others 
who spent so much time here yet were held 
in such thoroughly high regard by everyone, 
from beginning to end. Our leader was never 
known to make a disagreement personal or 
let opposition give way to hostility, to show 
the signs of injured vanity. And forget hold-
ing a grudge; Bob wouldn’t know how to ac-
quire a grudge in the first place. He was a 
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straight-up guy through and through, as au-
thentic and devoid of pretense as any man 
could be. 

Like his counterpart, Senator Dole, Bob 
was a man of his generation who knew far 
bigger tests than a tough vote or a heated 
floor debate. I guess when you have landed at 
Normandy, led a platoon in combat, been 
wounded by machine gun fire in the Battle of 
the Bulge, you gain a perspective that 
doesn’t come any other way. You know what 
a real fight looks like, what a real loss feels 
like, and the dramas and reversals of politics 
are all a little bit more manageable. 

When we are young and we first start read-
ing about politics, we picture a certain kind 
of individual to serve in Congress. Maybe, in 
time, reality teaches us a little differently. 
In this case, the man and the ideal were aw-
fully close. 

The gentleman from Illinois commanded 
respect well beyond anything required by 
title. He was a man of courage, rectitude, 
and personal kindness, a friend we looked up 
to and were lucky to have in our lives. We 
honor Bob for all that he gave to America, 
and we are grateful for all that he meant to 
us. 

(Applause.) 
(The Honorable Jim Baker, 61st United 

States Secretary of State) 
Secretary Baker: Of course it is traditional 

to refer to Members of Congress as ‘‘The 
Honorable.’’ In Bob Michel’s case it was par-
ticularly appropriate when people called him 
The Honorable Bob Michel because it was a 
simple fact. He was a most honorable man. 

The words ‘‘duty,’’ ‘‘honor,’’ and ‘‘country’’ 
were not catchphrases for Bob Michel; they 
described a prescription for almost every-
thing he did. He was a masterful legislator, 
of course, and a leader of his party in the 
House who had enough accomplishments to 
fill the rotunda of this building where he 
worked for so very long. 

But more importantly, he remained a gen-
erous and decent man whose ego was as hum-
ble as his Midwestern roots. After all, as 
Senator Durbin has said, how can you not 
like someone who cusses like a choir boy? 
While the Halls of Congress echoed with su-
percharged expletives deleted, Bob would 
simply smile and say, ‘‘geez,’’ or maybe if he 
was really steamed, ‘‘dagnabbit.’’ 

A conciliatory influence who knew how to 
work with Democrats, Bob was also tough 
and strong-willed, and he knew how to swing 
votes. Without his skill, we could never have 
helped President Reagan achieve his 1986 in-
come tax reform, the only time our tax sys-
tem has been completely overhauled success-
fully. With a deadline approaching, we gath-
ered in our leader’s office and began working 
the phones to seek support from wary Mem-
bers. It took a lot of calls and it took a lot 
of horse trading—Bill Pitts remembers all 
that—but we got it done. It was classic 
Michel: fair, but very strong. 

Rather than rely on bellicosity—a trait 
that, sadly, I am afraid to say is in vogue 
today—Bob’s actions always spoke a lot 
louder than his words. In what now seems to 
be a long lost approach to governance, Bob 
preferred to reach across the aisle than bat-
tle across the aisle. He could, and he did, dis-
agree agreeably. 

So I can just imagine the scene when Bob 
arrived at the pearly gates not very long 
ago. He is greeted by St. Peter, who smiles, 
spreads his arms wide, and tells him: ‘‘It’s 
good to see you up here, Bob, but dagnabbit, 
you really are missed back down there.’’ 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
(The Honorable Ray LaHood, 16th United 

States Secretary of Transportation) 
Mr. LaHood: Thank you all for being here. 

We knew that this would be a standing- 

room-only crowd. And I can’t pass up the op-
portunity to recognize the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court, John Roberts. When I 
called the Chief Justice and invited him, I 
told him what an honor it would be for the 
family. 

When Bob left Congress, he went to work 
at Hogan Hartson, which is now Hogan 
Lovells, and he met one of the top partners 
there, John Roberts, and they became good 
friends. So, Mr. Chief Justice, I know it is an 
honor for the family to have you here, and I 
know Bob would be so humbled to have your 
presence here. So thank you for coming. 

(Applause.) 
Mr. LaHood: Bob Michel’s life reflects the 

perfect definition of what Tom Brokaw 
called the Greatest Generation. Bob was 
raised by two loving parents with his two sis-
ters in Peoria, Illinois. He learned his strong 
Midwestern values of faith in good, hard 
work and play by the rules in Peoria. He and 
Corinne raised an all-American family, obvi-
ously. 

Bob served his country for 50 years: as a 
decorated war hero in World War II, as an 
American hero to his constituents from the 
18th Congressional District, and as a teacher 
for those of us who had the greatest privilege 
of working for him. I consider myself, as well 
as many other people sprinkled throughout 
this wonderful Statuary Hall, a graduate of 
the Robert H. Michel School of Applied Po-
litical Arts and Sciences. 

And if I could, just for a moment, ask all 
of you that were touched by having the 
privilege of serving as a Bob Michel staffer 
to stand up, just to say thank you to all of 
you for what you did for our leader. Please 
stand, all of you that were a part of it. 

(Applause.) 
Mr. LaHood: When you worked for Bob 

Michel, you were a part of his family. He 
cared as much about you as a staffer as he 
did any one of his children or grandchildren. 
Bob’s classrooms were his office, the floor of 
the House, its committee rooms, and the 
farms and towns of the 18th District. Every-
where he went he taught his staff by his ex-
ample what it means to be a great public 
servant. 

President John Adams once said the Con-
stitution is the project of good heads, 
prompted by good hearts. Bob taught us that 
both a good head and a good heart are nec-
essary in order to be a good Congressman, 
but also to be a good staffer. 

Bob taught us by example that the 18th 
Congressional District should offer a forum 
for reasoned debate among constituents 
equal in dignity. Bob taught us to respect 
every person, no matter their opinion or po-
litical persuasion. I heard him say on more 
than one occasion: ‘‘You learn much more 
from listening.’’ 

Bob worked every day, either in Wash-
ington or in the district, for the people, not 
to engage in ideological melodramas or po-
litical vendettas, and he expected and de-
manded all of his staff to do the same. 

Bob knew warfare firsthand—not war in a 
Steven Spielberg movie or war fought on the 
pages of a book, but real war. I guess that is 
the reason that he never used macho phrases 
like ‘‘warfare’’ and ‘‘take no prisoners’’ when 
discussing politics with his staff. To Bob, the 
harsh personal rhetoric of ideological war-
fare had no place in his office, no place in the 
House, and no place in American politics. He 
knew that the rhetoric we use often shapes 
the political actions we take. 

I never saw Bob get angry or use a swear 
word—lots of deviations of swear words, but 
never a swear word. Whenever there is a de-
bate on the House floor or in the 18th Dis-
trict conducted by men and women with 
good heads and good hearts, treating each 
other with mutual respect, Bob Michel’s 

long, rich history of respect for others and 
uncommon decency to all will endure. He 
was a great Congressman, a great leader, and 
a great teacher. 

Three final thoughts: 
Many of you that knew Bob knew that he 

was the best gardener in the world. If you 
drive by his townhouse on A street today, 
what you will see are barrels in front of his 
house with tulips coming up, planted by 
him—the best tulips, the best flower beds. 
And he taught all of us about flowers and 
how to plant them and when to plant them, 
when to pull the tulip bulbs up. He was a 
great gardener. We learned a lot from him. 
He spent more time in his garden than on 
any piece of legislation that he ever wrote. 

Bob Michel loved Bradley University. We 
had a wonderful memorial service at Bradley 
a week ago to honor Bob. On that university, 
there are a couple of buildings that are 
named in his honor. That is where he met 
the love of his life, Corinne, and that is 
where he really developed his love for music. 
Bob was an extraordinary singer. He loved to 
sing. I traveled with him all over the district 
on many occasions, and he was either whis-
tling or singing. And he loved singing. He 
would have loved what you all presented 
today; and thank you for doing that, and 
thank you for being here. 

(Applause.) 
Mr. LaHood: And finally, Bob Michel the 

Cub fan. Many of us in this room received 
Christmas cards from Bob year in and year 
out, great family pictures going way, way 
back to 1956 and 1957, when he was first elect-
ed. The best Christmas card picture was this 
year, which is on the back cover of the pro-
gram. Bob stayed up until 2 o’clock in the 
morning when the Chicago Cubs won the 
World Series. And I called him the next day 
and I said: ‘‘Did you watch the game?’’ He 
said: ‘‘I stayed up until 2 o’clock.’’ And he 
wasn’t feeling that well. 

There is nobody that was a more long-suf-
fering Cub fan than Bob Michel—nobody. 
And he loved it when the Cubs won the World 
Series, and he never dreamed that he would 
live long enough for that to happen. So we 
are grateful to the Ricketts family and all of 
the people that put together that great orga-
nization that helped a great Cub fan watch 
them win the World Series. 

I am going to finish with a quote from the 
Journal Star. We were told we were only 
going to get 300 words, but when I saw the 
Speaker go over and all these other speakers, 
I figured I am going to, too. I want to read 
from an editorial tribute that was in the Pe-
oria Journal Star. And it’s a quote from Bob. 
Michel was ‘‘always proud to say he was 
from Peoria.’’ 

This is a quote from me when I was asked 
about this, and the reporter asked me if Bob 
was going to be buried in Peoria. I recall my 
asking him: ‘‘Bob, do you want to be buried 
at Arlington Cemetery?’’ which, by all 
rights, he would be able to do. And he said: 
‘‘No.’’ He said: ‘‘Everett Dirksen was a big 
man.’’ And Everett Dirksen was Bob Michel’s 
mentor. He was the Congressman before Bob 
was elected, and he was the Senator while 
Bob was serving. And he said: ‘‘If Everett 
Dirksen was not too big to be buried in Peo-
ria, then I’m not too big to be buried in Peo-
ria.’’ 

And the final quote in this editorial is 
from Bob. And it begins: ‘‘You never know 
for sure how you are going to be perceived in 
history. But you want to be a credit to your 
kids and to the people that are closest 
around you, that they will maybe take a leaf 
from your book if it’s desirable, and will fill 
the shoes that get emptied when you pass 
on.’’ 

So, lastly, we remember a Bob Michel who 
did that, who made Congress better by being 
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here, and who brought honor to his home-
town of Peoria. 

Let me introduce, finally, Scott Michel. 
When the Michel family gave me the privi-
lege of helping them organize the memorial 
service in Peoria and here, all of us, except 
for Scott, thought that a family member 
should say something. We persuaded Scott to 
be the spokesman for the family. You all 
know Bob loved every one of his children and 
his grandchildren. So Scott really stepped up 
and decided that he would be the one to rep-
resent the family. So please welcome Scott 
Michel. 

(Applause.) 
(Mr. Scott Michel, son of the Honorable 

Robert H. Michel) 
Mr. Michel: Thank you, Ray. 
First, let me thank all of you, on behalf of 

the entire Michel family, for joining us here 
this afternoon to celebrate the life of my 
dad, Bob Michel. 

Since his passing last month in Arlington, 
Virginia, I have read glowing tributes, news 
articles, and obituaries capturing the high-
lights of his illustrious career and extolling 
the virtues of his character. What I want to 
tell you today is that the qualities that pro-
pelled him to such lofty heights were made a 
part of him by his father and mother, 
Charles and Anna Michel, back in Peoria, Il-
linois. His parents instilled in him values 
and character that developed, matured, and 
later were passed on to his sons and daugh-
ter, just as his parents had done for him. 

As I got older and had a son of my own, I 
looked back and tried to replicate what I saw 
and learned when I was growing up. What did 
I see and learn? First, I saw a larger than life 
figure with a booming voice, a vivid pres-
ence, and the bearing of a leader. He was in 
charge. And even though his work in Wash-
ington meant we saw him only twice a 
month on weekends, he called us almost 
every day to check on our academic 
progress, our athletic pursuits, our musical 
instrument accomplishments, and our chores 
around the house. We all saw that he was in 
our midst even while being away, and we saw 
his involvement, commitment, and influ-
ence, which was constant and reassuring. 

Second, when he was at home, we saw up 
close what he was made of, and that made a 
lasting impression on all of us. Learning his 
life lessons was simple: just watch and lis-
ten. His lessons weren’t taught so much by 
conversation as by simple observation. We 
could see how he interacted with my mother: 
how he treated her, how he respected her, 
how they spoke with each other. It was with 
love, sensitivity, and without harsh or bitter 
words. We could see how he treated each of 
us, too. He was fair, evenhanded, strict when 
needed, held us accountable for our actions, 
and expected no less than our best at what-
ever we were doing, whatever tasks we were 
given, or whatever our school studies de-
manded. All of this reinforced his desire for 
us to be responsible. 

He also showed us how to be humble by 
practicing humility. Bragging was called 
out. So was self-centeredness and arrogance. 
He showed us that working hard and doing a 
good job was its own reward. He showed us 
how to be honest by demanding the truth 
from us and expecting no less when dealing 
with others. He showed us how to be gen-
erous and compassionate by his countless ef-
forts to help assist, console, and empathize 
with those less fortunate or those who had 
fallen on difficult times. And he showed us 
how to respect others by treating them the 
way he would want to be treated. That 
sounds like the Golden Rule. 

As I look back at the values and character 
that witnessed growing up with my father— 
his humility, his honesty, his work ethic, his 
generosity, his respect for others, and his 

abiding faith in God and our country—I feel 
so fortunate and blessed to have had him as 
my father. He loved us and his family in 
every way and with all his heart. He was a 
one-of-a-kind role model. 

While his accomplishments in public life 
make us all so very proud, it is his values 
and character that he instilled in each of us 
that means the most to us. That will be his 
lasting legacy. 

Godspeed, Dad. I love you. I miss you. I 
know you are in God’s hands now. 

Before we close, I would like to ask that 
you all join the U.S. Army chorus in singing 
‘‘God Bless America,’’ which was one of my 
dad’s favorite songs, especially when he 
could lead the singing, as he did on numer-
ous occasions. 

MUSICAL SELECTION—(‘‘God Bless 
America,’’ performed by the United States 
Army Chorus) 

Reverend Conroy: Dear Lord, as we close 
our time together, send Your spirit of peace 
and consolation upon us who mourn the loss 
of the Honorable, former minority leader of 
the House, Bob Michel. 

He was a glowing example, an icon of what 
it means to be a man for others. His decades 
of service to his home State of Illinois and to 
our great Nation will be long appreciated by 
those whose lives are forever blessed by his 
life’s work and dedication. 

His belief in the durability and tran-
scendence of Congress as an institution, the 
first branch of government, is a challenge in 
this day of severe partisan divide and a per-
sistent and seeming inability to consider 
compromise in order to reach consensus. 
May some from both sides of the aisle be in-
spired to emulate such a great statesman. 

May Your angels, O God, come to greet our 
beloved Bob Michel, and may those who 
mourn him here be consoled with the knowl-
edge that, for those whom love You, every-
thing is turned to good. 

Amen. 
POSTLUDE—(United States Army Brass 

Quintet) 

f 

HONORING JOE MCEARCHERN FOR 
HIS CAREER IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joe Deal McEarchern, Jr. for his over 
forty years of service as Chief Clerk of the 
Mobile County Probate Court. 

Born in 1949, Joe has been a lifelong resi-
dent of Mobile County, Alabama. After Joe’s 
father passed away when he was young, he 
worked in various shoe stores in the Mobile 
area to help finance his college education. He 
attended public schools in Prichard, Alabama 
and graduated from C.F. Vigor High School in 
1968. During his time at Vigor, Joe was Presi-
dent of the National Honor Society, sports edi-
tor for the yearbook, and named ‘‘Student of 
the Year’’ by the Civitan Club. 

Joe went on to attend the University of 
South Alabama, where he graduated in 1972 
with a bachelor’s degree in political science. 
While in college, he married Wendy Stinson, 
who also graduated from South. 

In July of 1972, Joe was hired by Mobile 
County Judge of Probate John L. Moore to 
serve as chief clerk of the Recording Division. 
He later served as administrative assistant of 
the Court before being appointed chief clerk of 

the Court in March 1981. He has served in 
that position ever since under Judges John L. 
Moore III, Lionel W. Noonan, and Don Davis. 

Early in his career, Joe oversaw and imple-
mented changes to the Probate Court’s pre- 
computerized indexing system for judicial and 
land records. His work focused on making 
these systems more efficient and easier to 
use. As technology advanced, Joe oversaw 
and implemented changes to the Court’s oper-
ations to utilize computer technology in all as-
pects of the Court’s operations, including the 
recording of documents, word processing, 
websites, judicial case management, and ac-
counting. 

Joe is currently the dean of the chief clerks 
of probate courts in the State of Alabama. He 
is a founding member and past president of 
the Alabama Probate Court Chief Clerks Asso-
ciation. He served as a member of the Ala-
bama Law Institute’s Probate Code Revision 
Committee and assisted the Alabama Law In-
stitute on numerous projects involving Ala-
bama probate courts, probate law, and pro-
bate procedure. He has been asked to speak 
and present on these topics countless times 
throughout his career. 

When he was not working, Joe has pursued 
a number of hobbies including photography, 
astronomy, birding, ham radio, and flying. He 
is also a long time member of the First Baptist 
Church of Mobile. 

Joe has always been a good friend of the 
lawyers in our community, including a friend of 
mine. So, on behalf of Alabama’s First Con-
gressional District, I want to wish Joe and 
Wendy all the best upon his retirement. His 
dedicated service to Mobile County has not 
and will not go unnoticed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ORELAND BOY 
SCOUT TROOP 1 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Oreland Boy Scout Troop 1 of Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania as it celebrates 
its 100th Anniversary. The Boy Scouts of 
America chartered the troop in 1917, and its 
members have been active and dedicated 
contributors to their communities in the cen-
tury since. Today, Troop 1 hosts scouts from 
Oreland, Flourtown, Erdenheim, Fort Wash-
ington, Maple Glen and other neighboring 
communities. 

The Boy Scouts are one of the largest youth 
development organizations in the country, and 
I am pleased to have so many active troops 
in Pennsylvania’s 7th District. Oreland Boy 
Scout Troop 1 is one such troop, among the 
oldest in Pennsylvania, and it has trained so 
many of our area’s youth to be young men of 
character, service, and commitment to com-
munity and country. 

Mr. Speaker, Oreland Boy Scout Troop 1 
performs an invaluable service to the scouts 
involved and the communities it serves. I 
thank the Troop’s scouts and leaders over the 
last century for their service and leadership. 
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INNOCENT PARTY PROTECTION 

ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 725) to amend 
title 28, United States Code, to prevent 
fraudulent joinder: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. chair, I rise in 
strong opposition to H.R. 725, the Innocent 
Party Protection Act of 2017. 

H.R. 725 is the latest Republican effort to 
deny plaintiffs access to the forum of their 
choice and, possibly, to their day in court. 

H.R. 725 seeks to overturn longstanding 
precedent in favor of a vague and unneces-
sary test that forces state cases into federal 
court when they do not belong there, and 
gives large corporate defendants an unfair ad-
vantage to cherry-pick their forum without the 
normal burden of proving proper jurisdiction. 

This bill would upend long established law 
in the area of federal court jurisicliction, spe-
cifically addressing the supposed overuse of 
fraudulent joinder to defeat complete diversity 
jurisdiction in a case. 

It was previously known as the Fraudulent 
Joinder Prevention Act; however, this bill is 
not about fraud. 

It is a corporate forum-shopping bill that 
would allow corporations to move cases prop-
erly brought in state courts into federal courts. 

If enacted this bill would tip the scales of 
justice in favor of corporate defendants and 
make it more difficult for injured plaintiffs to 
bring their state claims in state court. 

Corporate defendants support this bill be-
cause they prefer to litigate in federal court, 
which usually results in less diverse jurors, 
more expensive proceedings, longer wait 
times for trials, and stricter limits on discovery. 

For plaintiffs, who are supposed to be able 
to choose their forums, this legislation would 
result in additional time, expense, and incon-
venience for the plaintiff and witnesses. 

H.R. 725 would effectively eliminate the 
local defendant exception to diversity jurisdic-
tion under 28 U.S.C. 1441(b)(2), which cur-
rently prohibits removal to federal court even 
when there is complete diversity when a de-
fendant is a citizen of the state in which the 
action is brought. 

The current standard used by courts to de-
termine whether the joinder of a non-diverse 
defendant is improper, however, has been in 
place for a century, and no evidence has been 
put forth demonstrating that this standard is 
not working. 

Rather, the Fraudulent Joinder Doctrine, is a 
well-established legal doctrine providing that: 
fraudulent joinder will only be found if the de-
fendant establishes that the joinder of the di-
versity-destroying party in the state court ac-
tion was made without a reasonable basis of 
proving any liability against that party. 

There is no evidence that federal courts are 
not already properly handling allegations of 
so-called fraudulent joinder after removal 
under current laws. 

H.R. 725 reverses this longstanding policy 
by imposing new requirements on federal 
courts considering remand motions where a 

case is before the court solely on diversity 
grounds. 

Specifically, it changes the test for showing 
improper joinder from a one-part test, (no pos-
sibility of a claim against a nondiverse defend-
ant) to a complicated four-part test, requiring 
the court to find fraudulent joinder if: 

1) There is not a plausible claim for relief 
against each nondiverse defendant; 

2) There is objective evidence that clearly 
demonstrates no good faith intention to pros-
ecute the action against each defendant or in-
tention to seek a joint judgment; 

3) There is federal or state law that clearly 
bars claims against the nondiverse defend-
ants; or 

4) There is actual fraud in the pleading of 
jurisdictional facts. 

What should be a simple procedural ques-
tion for the courts, now becomes a protracted 
mini-trial, giving an unfair advantage to the de-
fendants (not available under current law) by 
allowing defendants to engage the court on 
the merits of their position. 

By requiring litigation on the merits at a nas-
cent jurisdictional stage of litigation based on 
vague, undefined, and subjective standards 
like plausibility and good faith intention, and by 
potentially placing the burden of proof on the 
plaintiff, this bill will increase the complexity 
and costs surrounding litigation of state law 
claims in federal court and potentially dis-
suade plaintiffs from pursuing otherwise meri-
torious claims. 

Further, taking away a defendant’s responsi-
bility to prove that federal jurisdiction over a 
state case is indeed proper alters the funda-
mental precept that a party seeking removal 
should bear the heavy burden of establishing 
federal court jurisdiction. 

The bill is a win-win for corporate defend-
ants. 

At its most harmful, it will cause non diverse 
defendants to be improperly dismissed from 
the lawsuit. 

At its least harmful, it will cause an expen-
sive, time-consuming detour through federal 
courts for plaintiffs. 

Wrongdoers would not be held accountable 
for the harm they cause, while the taxpayers 
ultimately foot the bill. 

For example: large corporate defendants 
(i.e. typically the diverse defendants) would be 
favored by the bill because, if the nondiverse 
defendant is dismissed from the case, they 
can blame the now-absent in-state defendant 
for the plaintiff’s injuries. 

Smaller nondiverse defendants would also 
be favored because the diverse defendant 
does all the work for them. 

The diverse defendant removes the case to 
federal court and then argues that the non-
diverse defendant is improperly joined. 

If the federal court retains jurisdiction, the 
nondiverse defendant must be dismissed from 
the case. 

If one or more defendants are dismissed 
from the case, it is easy for the remaining de-
fendant to finger point and blame the absent 
defendant for the plaintiff’s injuries. 

Even if a federal court remands the case to 
state court under the bill, the defendants have 
successfully forced the plaintiff to expend their 
limited resources on a baseless, time-con-
suming motion on a preliminary matter. 

While large corporate defendants can easily 
accommodate such costs, plaintiffs (i.e. injured 
consumers, patients and workers) cannot. 

Regardless of whether the case is re-
manded to state court or stays in federal 
court, this new, mandated inquiry will be a 
drain on the limited resources of federal 
courts. 

By mandating a full merits-inquiry on a pro-
cedural motion, H.R. 725 is expensive, time- 
consuming, and wasteful use of judicial re-
sources. 

The bill would result in needless micro-
management of federal courts and a waste of 
judicial resources. 

Lastly, by seeking to favor federal courts 
over state courts as forums for deciding state 
law claims, this bill offends the principles of 
federalism. 

While it purports to fix a non-existent prob-
lem, it creates problems itself. 

The ability of state courts to function inde-
pendently of federal courts’ procedural anal-
ysis is a necessary function of the success of 
the American judiciary branch. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in opposing the underlying legislation, 
H.R. 725, the dubiously named, Innocent 
Party Protection Act of 2017. 

f 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO LTC 
JAMES MEGELLAS, U.S. ARMY 
(RET.) 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with the great honor and privilege of recog-
nizing a true American Hero, Lieutenant Colo-
nel (LTC) James Megellas of Colleyville, 
Texas, in celebration of his 100th birthday. 

Lieutenant Colonel James Megellas re-
ceived his military commission on May 28th, 
1942 as he walked the stage at his graduation 
from Ripon College in Ripon, Wisconsin. Si-
multaneously receiving his diploma and mili-
tary orders, James became a newly commis-
sioned officer in the United States Army. Since 
receiving his commission on that fateful day, 
LTC Megellas’ incredible courage and selfless 
dedication to his country enabled him to be-
come the most decorated officer in the history 
of the 82nd Airborne Division. His exemplary 
service to our nation and outstanding bravery 
during the Second World War helped to lib-
erate a continent and defend the freedom of 
millions of civilians in the European Theater. 

LTC Megellas reported for duty at Fort 
Knox, Kentucky on June 8, 1942 and began 
preparing to enter the war. Soon thereafter, he 
was selected to become a paratrooper within 
the 82nd Airborne Division where he served 
for the duration of the war on the front lines 
of the European Theater. His experiences dur-
ing the war brought him to Anzio, Italy where 
he fought in the Battle of Anzio; The Nether-
lands for Operation Market Garden and the 
Battle of Nijmegen where he crossed the Waal 
River; and in Belgium where he fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge. 

For his service during Operation Market 
Garden, LTC Megellas was the first American 
awarded the Military Order of Wilhelm, the old-
est and highest honor awarded by the King-
dom of the Netherlands. Furthermore, LTC 
Megellas was awarded the Belgium 
Fouragere, by the Kingdom of Belgium for his 
bravery in defense of the Kingdom. 
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In addition to his foreign honors, LTC 

Megellas has received over 25 awards for 
service and valor while serving in the U.S. 
Army. These honors include: the Distinguished 
Service Cross, two Silver Stars, two Bronze 
Stars, two Purple Hearts, the Presidential Unit 
Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster, and six Cam-
paign Stars, Combat Infantryman Badge, and 
Master Parachutist Badge to name but a few 
of his awards. 

Selfless action in the face of unspeakable 
atrocity is one of the defining characteristics of 
the Greatest Generation. LTC Megellas and 
his outstanding service stands as a shining 
example of how truly great this generation is. 
This example has set a high bar for which we 
as patriots and defenders of freedom should 
strive to achieve. 

After leaving active duty in 1946, LTC 
Megellas continued to serve in the U.S. Army 
Reserves for an additional 16 years where he 
reached the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Fol-
lowing his retirement from the Army Reserves, 
in November 1961, LTC Megellas was ap-
pointed by President John F. Kennedy to 
serve as Mission Director within the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) 
where he served in Yemen, Panama, Colum-
bia, and Vietnam. 

LTC Megellas remains active in supporting 
veterans and service members across the 
globe. He regularly travels to speak with vet-
erans, historians, and school children to share 
his experiences and to remind us all of the tre-
mendous accomplishments of the Greatest 
Generation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to stand 
before you today to wish this living legend a 
very happy birthday. I ask my distinguished 
colleagues to join me in wishing Lieutenant 
Colonel James Megellas a happy 100th birth-
day. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF MRS. EMMA 
BROWN’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my sincerest congratulations 
and Happy Birthday wishes to Mrs. Emma 
Brown, who is celebrating her 100th birthday 
on Sunday, March 12, 2017. On this day, the 
Greater Beallwood Baptist Church in Colum-
bus, Georgia will honor and celebrate Mrs. 
Brown during the Sunday Worship Experience. 

In 1917, the United States entered World 
War I, women did not yet have the right to 
vote, and segregation was rampant in the 
South. This is the year Mrs. Emma Brown was 
born. Indeed, Mrs. Brown has seen much in 
her lifetime and through it all, she has relied 
on her faith in the Lord. 

Mrs. Brown and her family have been long-
time fixtures at Greater Beallwood Baptist 
Church. Mrs. Brown’s mother, Lillie McGruder 
Morris, was very active within the church as a 
deaconess and choir member. Her engage-
ment laid the foundation for the family’s com-
mitment to the church. 

After Mrs. Brown accepted Jesus Christ as 
her Lord and Savior in 1942, she immediately 
became a servant of the church. She served 
as an usher for more than 50 years. She held 

the title of Church Mother for several years. In 
2004, she was commended for her decades of 
service with a meritorious award from the 
Georgia Missionary Convention. She also re-
ceived an achievement award from the Mount 
Calvary Women’s Mission Christian Education 
Auxiliary in recognition of her lifetime commit-
ment to modeling Christian values. 

In 1947, Mrs. Brown and her late husband 
Sgt. Lonnie Brown purchased their East 
Wynnton home in Columbus, where she still 
resides. For many years, Mrs. Brown worked 
at Saint Francis Hospital and as a private duty 
nurse. In her retirement, she has enjoyed par-
ticipating in the Victory Play Girls Bowling 
League. 

In addition to serving her church, Mrs. 
Brown felt a great sense of duty to be involved 
in her local community. She worked diligently 
to protect, educate, and encourage the youth 
of Columbus, Georgia and organizations such 
as Carver Heights Against Drugs (CHAD) 
have honored Mrs. Brown for her years of de-
votion to this work. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘How 
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the 
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday 
in your life you will have been all of these.’’ 
Mrs. Brown has advanced far in life because 
she never forgot these lessons and always 
kept God first. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring an outstanding citizen and woman 
of faith, Mrs. Emma Brown, as she, her family, 
and the congregation of Greater Beallwood 
Baptist Church celebrate her 100th birthday. 

f 

HONORING MARJORIE J. 
MCCONNELL 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate Marjorie J. McConnell 
of Boca Raton, Florida who turns 100 years 
old today. 

Marjorie J. McConnell was born just outside 
of St. Louis, Missouri on March 10, 1917 to 
Ethel Franklin and Benjamin Hughes Johnson. 
She was interested in art from an early age, 
and she obtained degrees in Art and Art Edu-
cation at Washington University in St. Louis 
and later at Columbia Teacher’s College in 
New York. 

She dedicated herself to her students for 
over three decades in her career as an art 
teacher, which took her to Ossining, New York 
and Plainfield, New Jersey. Together with her 
husband, the late Robert K. McConnell, Jr., 
she raised a son and continued her creative 
pursuits through weaving, ceramics, and paint-
ing. Her work received recognition at art 
shows from New Jersey to Ohio. Marjorie has 
always been a staunch supporter of environ-
mental initiatives and progressive causes and 
continues to create art in Boca Raton, Florida, 
where she resides today. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present during evening votes on March 9, 
2017. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YES on roll call votes 140, 141, 142, 143, 
144, 145, 146, 147, 149, 150, and 151. I 
would have voted NO on roll call vote num-
bers 148 and 152. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF DEPUTY CURTIS ALLEN 
BARTLETT 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I submit these 
remarks in honor of the life and service of 
Carroll County Sheriff’s Deputy Curtis Allen 
Bartlett, 32, who passed away while on duty in 
a tragic crash on March 9, 2017. 

Deputy Bartlett was a graduate of Galax 
High School. From 2004 to 2007, he dutifully 
served as an infantry soldier with the U.S. 
Army. Deputy Bartlett spent time working in 
the private security field and graduated from 
the New River Criminal Justice Training Acad-
emy in 2013. 

He joined the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office 
in June of 2013 and since that time Deputy 
Bartlett was dedicated to serving the people of 
Carroll County. The Sheriff’s Office will re-
member Deputy Bartlett for his commitment to 
public safety and said that his loss is being felt 
by everyone within his family at the Carroll 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

An accomplished public servant, Deputy 
Bartlett earned instructor certifications through 
the Federal Law Enforcement Training Cen-
ters (FLETC) for firearms, Taser, and fitness 
training. Furthermore, he was certified through 
the U.S. Department of Defense as a K9 han-
dler. 

Deputy Bartlett also achieved an FAA Air-
men Certification as a successful pilot from 
the Federal Aviation Administration. He will be 
remembered for his dedication to health and 
fitness, as well as motivating others and pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle as a CrossFit Level 
1 Trainer. 

I ask that you, and my fellow Members of 
Congress, join me in keeping his family and 
loved ones in your thoughts and prayers, in-
cluding his parents, Sam and Linda Bartlett of 
Galax, and four siblings. 

Deputy Bartlett dedicated himself to pro-
tecting the people of Southwest Virginia and I 
am honored to pay tribute to this great man. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, on March 8, 
2017, I inadvertently recorded a vote of YEA 
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on H.R. 1301, making appropriations for the 
Department of Defense for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2017, and for other pur-
poses (Roll Call 139). I oppose H.R. 1301, 
and my vote should be recorded as NAY. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MAS-
TER POLICE OFFICER EDWARD 
B. ASHWORTH 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Master Police Officer Edward B. 
Ashworth for his 28 years of dedicated service 
to our community. 

Growing up in Kannapolis, North Carolina, 
Officer Ashworth has always had a profound 
sense of duty to his community and fellow 
man. In 1989, he began his career of public 
service as a Patrol Officer for the Kannapolis 
Police Department. Twenty years later, he was 
transferred to the newly restructured Traffic 
Unit where he continued his service for the 
rest of his career. 

Throughout his career, Officer Ashworth has 
exhibited a deep dedication to this community 
and we are fortunate to have had him as a 
leader for all these years. His accomplish-
ments during his time on the force include 
being named the St. John’s Grange Number 
729 Officer of the Year in 2013 and the 
Rowan Optimist Officer of the Year in 2014. 
Furthermore, he has earned several certifi-
cations as an instructor and holds an Ad-
vanced Law Enforcement certificate from the 
N.C. Criminal Justice Education and Training 
Standards Commission. 

Officer Ashworth has also remained an ac-
tive member of the community outside of his 
career by volunteering his time to give back to 
others. A member of the Piedmont Baptist 
Church, Officer Ashworth dedicates his time to 
helping the less fortunate through their mis-
sions program. He is a man of principled val-
ues and strong faith who continues to embody 
the true meaning of public service. It is my 
hope that Officer Ashworth will enjoy his retire-
ment and remain a role model for all of those 
he has helped over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the career of Master Police Officer Ed-
ward B. Ashworth for his service to our com-
munity and wishing him well as he begins the 
next chapter of his life in retirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF KAY H. HIND 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 
congratulations and best wishes to an excep-
tional community leader and outstanding cit-
izen, Ms. Kay H. Hind, on the occasion of her 
retirement from the SOWEGA Council on 
Aging in Albany, Georgia on Friday, March 31, 
2017. 

Kay Hind was born in Albany, Georgia. She 
attended Georgia Southwestern College (now 

University) in Americus, Georgia before trans-
ferring to the University of Georgia, where she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in Home Econom-
ics in 1951. She then worked as a Home 
Economist Extension Agent in Crawford Coun-
ty and Lee County, Georgia. 

Since 1967, Ms. Hind has served as Execu-
tive Director of the SOWEGA Council on 
Aging, leading the organization for 49 of the 
50 years it has been in operation. It was es-
tablished to promote the well-being and inde-
pendence of older and disabled people in the 
Southwest Georgia area. The Council started 
out with an $8,000 budget, one employee, and 
one volunteer. Under Ms. Hind’s leadership, 
the agency has been designated as an Area 
Agency on Aging by the state and expanded 
into a $6 million operation with more than 20 
programs. It serves more than 25,000 seniors 
per year and offers information and resources 
to 67,000 seniors living in fourteen counties in 
Southwest Georgia. 

In 2014, the SOWEGA Council on Aging 
opened a new Senior Center and Agency Of-
fice in Albany, fulfilling Ms. Hind’s longtime vi-
sion. Prior to the construction of the building, 
the agency operated out of five old buildings 
spread out across town. This 45,000 square 
foot state-of-the-art facility allowed the agency 
to streamline operations, increase visibility in 
the community, and serve more seniors with 
new programs, including educational pro-
grams, computer classes, arts and craft 
courses, exercise programs, a fitness center, 
and more. In recognition of Ms. Hind’s work 
and advocacy for seniors in the community, 
the Kay H. Hind Senior Life Enrichment Cen-
ter was named after her, further cementing her 
great legacy. 

Ms. Hind is a familiar face around Albany, 
where she is an active member of the commu-
nity. She has served in leadership roles for 
many professional and civic organizations, in-
cluding the Southeastern Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging; National Association of 
Area Agencies on Aging; Southern Geronto-
logical Society; and the Albany Hospice 
Board, among others. She is also a member 
of First United Methodist Church and Kiwanis 
Club, to name a few. She has been appointed 
as delegate to the White House Council on 
Aging several times and was honored by 
Georgia First Lady Sandra Deal with the Serv-
ant’s Heart Award, which recognizes individ-
uals dedicated to helping others. Ms. Hind has 
received numerous other awards and acco-
lades for her work. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get; you make 
your life by what you give.’’ Not only has Ms. 
Hind established a legacy in fighting to im-
prove the quality of life for seniors, but she 
has also done a tremendous job of giving 
back to the great city of Albany, and I am very 
grateful for her tireless advocacy to make the 
community stronger. A woman of great integ-
rity, her efforts, her dedication, and her exper-
tise in her field are unparalleled, but her heart 
for helping others, especially seniors, one of 
the most vulnerable populations, is what has 
made her life’s work truly special. 

On a personal note, I have been blessed to 
know Kay Hind for many years and I can say 
without reservation that she is one of the most 
passionate and warmhearted individuals with 
whom I have had the pleasure of working. Al-
though we will miss her leadership with the 
SOWEGA Council on Aging, we are consoled 

knowing that this will only free up more time 
for her to continue to be involved in the com-
munity and enjoy some well-deserved relax-
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our sincerest appreciation and 
best wishes to Kay Hind upon the occasion of 
her retirement from an outstanding career 
spanning nearly five decades with the 
SOWEGA Council on Aging. 

f 

SOUTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON 
SEMESTER PROGRAM CELE-
BRATES 25 YEARS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise as dean 
of the South Carolina congressional delegation 
to recognize and honor the South Carolina 
Washington Semester Program for 25 years of 
offering outstanding young people from South 
Carolina colleges and universities the oppor-
tunity to come to Washington, D.C. to learn 
and serve. Each office in the delegation has 
benefitted from involvement with these stu-
dents, who work for us in internships during 
the business day and earn college credits at 
night. The program was founded to ensure 
that South Carolina congressional offices had 
access to talented South Carolina students. 
These students have proven to be some of 
the brightest and most engaged to ever serve 
in our offices over the past quarter century. 

The students are chosen competitively from 
statewide interviews and come to Washington 
for the academic semester. They work full 
time, five days a week, in placements con-
sistent with their academic and career inter-
ests. While administered by the South Caro-
lina Honors College, this is truly a statewide 
program and is larger than a single school. 
Over the years, high achieving students from 
The Citadel, South Carolina State University, 
University of South Carolina Lancaster, Col-
lege of Charleston, University of South Caro-
lina Aiken, Clemson University, Lander Univer-
sity, Winthrop University, Coastal Carolina 
University, Wofford College, Francis Marion 
University, Charleston Southern University, 
Claflin University, University of South Carolina 
Upstate, and University of South Carolina Co-
lumbia have participated. Over 25 years, more 
than 500 students have participated in the pro-
gram. 

In addition to each office in the delegation, 
Senators LINDSEY GRAHAM and TIM SCOTT and 
my colleagues MARK SANFORD, JOE WILSON, 
JEFF DUNCAN, TREY GOWDY, and TOM RICE, 
over its 25 years the program has been uti-
lized by our predecessors as well. South 
Carolina Washington Semester Program stu-
dents have served Strom Thurmond, Fritz Hol-
lings, Jim DeMint, Arthur Ravenel, Henry 
Brown, Floyd Spence, Butler Derrick, Gresh-
am Barrett, Liz Patterson, Bob Inglis, John 
Spratt, Robin Tallon, and Mick Mulvaney. 

South Carolina Washington Semester Pro-
gram students have also served in over 88 
governmental, non-profit, and private sector 
agencies such as the White House, CNN, C- 
SPAN, United States Supreme Court, Depart-
ments of Justice, Commerce, Homeland Secu-
rity, Education, State, Health and Human 
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Services, U.S. Trade Representative, various 
House and Senate Committees, and many 
others. 

I salute the students, schools, professors, 
placement offices and others who have con-
tributed to 25 years of making this the best se-
mester of students’ undergraduate careers. I 
thank and commend each of the participating 
universities, and I look forward to the pro-
gram’s continued success in the future. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE GREAT JASON PAUL 
TAYLOR 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jason Paul Taylor, a former Defen-
sive End and Linebacker in the National Foot-
ball League (NFL). Mr. Taylor played 15 years 
in the NFL, most of it with the mighty Miami 
Dolphins. He owns NFL records for fumble re-
coveries returned for touchdowns, intercep-
tions returned for touchdowns by a defensive 
lineman and defensive touchdowns scored, 
and tied for the record in fumble recoveries. 

Mr. Taylor was a four-year letterman and 
three-year starter for the Akron Zips of the 
University of Akron before being drafted in the 
third round in the 1997 NFL Draft by Miami. A 
six-time Pro Bowl selection and four time first 
or second team All-Pro, he was named the 
NFL Defensive Player of the Year in 2006. 
Generous in all ways, he started the Jason 
Taylor Foundation in 2004, dedicated to chil-
dren in South Florida resulting in his receiving 
the Walter Payton Man of the Year Award in 
2007, the only league honor that recognizes 
those achievements made on and off the field. 
He was elected to the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 2017, one of only four Dolphins play-
ers to be elected in their first year of eligibility. 
Following his retirement from the NFL at the 
end of the 2011 season, Mr. Taylor joined the 
ESPN television network as an analyst. He is 
also a board member of the NFL Players As-
sociation. 

At Akron, Jason Taylor was a two-time first- 
team All-Mid-American Conference selection 
as a junior and senior, as well as an All-Amer-
ican pick as a junior. In 1996, he earned Na-
tional Defensive Player of the Week honors for 
his performance against Virginia Tech, when 
he posted 12 tackles, two sacks, two fumble 
recoveries, three stops for loss and tackled a 
punt returner in the end zone for a safety. 
Taylor also started for the Akron Zips men’s 
basketball team. In 2004, he became the third 
person ever inducted into Akron’s Ring of 
Honor. 

Mr. Speaker, not content to rest on his lau-
rels, Jason’s recent appearance at the YMCA 
of South Palm Beach County’s Inspiration 
Breakfast generated $40,000 for the financial 
assistance program that lets families in need 
use YMCA programs. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Jason 
Taylor is a fine athlete and great humanitarian. 
I want to thank him for all that he is doing for 
our South Florida community. I am so truly 
pleased to honor him today. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 130TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SECOND BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 130th Anniversary of Second 
Baptist Church in Long Branch, New Jersey. 
Its members will celebrate this milestone dur-
ing Sunday service on March 12, 2017 and it 
is my honor to join them in marking this signifi-
cant occasion. 

Since its humble beginnings at the home of 
Ephraim Bell in 1887, Second Baptist Church 
has grown structurally and in membership, 
while continuing to provide outstanding spir-
itual guidance to the community. The con-
struction of the church building where the 
church still stands today began in 1904, under 
the leadership of Rev. Asbury Smallwood. To 
accommodate the growing congregation over 
the years, an educational wing was con-
structed in the late 1970s and a second Sun-
day service was added in 2000. 

Throughout its 130 year history, Second 
Baptist Church has also expanded its vision 
and service to the community. In addition to 
serving the spiritual needs of its members, 
Second Baptist Church is also home to the 
Portuguese congregation led by Rev. Aloisio 
Campos, Jr. The church has also served as a 
Monmouth County Head Start facility as well 
as a New Hope tutoring program location. 

Its current pastor, Rev. Aaron N. Gibson, 
Sr., serves as the 13th pastor of the church 
and has dedicated over 20 years of service to 
the congregation. Under his leadership, the 
church has seen significant growth and re-
mains a mainstay of the community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Second Baptist Church on its 130th An-
niversary. Its service to the community is truly 
deserving of this body’s recognition. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF END RACIAL 
PROFILING ACT OF 2017 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to introduce the End Racial Profiling Act of 
2017, along with additional cosponsors. This 
legislation represents a comprehensive federal 
commitment to healing the rift caused by ra-
cial, ethnic and religious profiling and restoring 
public confidence in the criminal justice sys-
tem at-large. This legislation is designed to 
enforce the constitutional right to equal protec-
tion of the laws by changing the policies and 
procedures underlying the practice of discrimi-
natory profiling. 

Recent events in the wake of President 
Trump’s Executive Orders on Immigration 
demonstrate that racial, ethnic and religious 
profiling remain dangerous and divisive issues 
in our communities. Airport detentions of Mus-
lims and immigration raids targeted at the 
Latino community strike at the very foundation 
of our democracy. Though people across our 
nation are protesting in response to these ac-

tions, there is no substitute for comprehensive 
federal anti-profiling legislation. 

This legislation can be traced back to the 
data collection efforts of the late 1990’s that 
were designed to determine whether racial 
profiling was a fact versus an urban legend. 
Based upon the work around that legislation, 
by September 11, 2001, there was significant 
empirical evidence and wide agreement 
among Americans, including President Bush 
and Attorney General Ashcroft, that racial 
profiling was a tragic fact of life in the minority 
community and that the Federal government 
should take action to end the practice. More-
over, many in the law enforcement community 
have acknowledged that singling out people 
for heightened scrutiny based on their race, 
ethnicity, religion, or national origin had erod-
ed the trust in law enforcement necessary to 
appropriately serve and protect our commu-
nities. 

Despite the fact that the majority of law en-
forcement officers perform their duties profes-
sionally and without bias, and we value their 
service highly, the specter of discriminatory 
profiling has contaminated the relationship be-
tween the police and minority communities to 
such a degree that Federal action is justified 
to begin addressing the issue. 

The End Racial Profiling Act is designed to 
eliminate the well documented problem of ra-
cial, ethnic, religious, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity and national origin 
profiling. First, the bill provides a prohibition on 
racial profiling, enforceable by declaratory or 
injunctive relief. Second, the bill mandates that 
training on racial profiling issues as part of 
Federal law enforcement training, the collec-
tion of data on all routine or spontaneous in-
vestigatory activities that is to be submitted 
through a standardized form to the Depart-
ment of Justice. Third, the Justice Department 
is authorized to provide grants for the develop-
ment and implementation of best policing 
practices, such as early warning systems, 
technology integration, and other management 
protocols that discourage profiling. Finally, the 
Attorney General is required to provide peri-
odic reports to assess the nature of any ongo-
ing discriminatory profiling practices. 

In recent years the deaths of Walter L. 
Scott, arising from a traffic stop, Michael 
Brown, Eric Garner, and Antonio Zambrano- 
Montes, all at the hands of police officers, 
have highlighted the link between the issues 
of race and reasonable suspicion of criminal 
conduct. These individuals were denied the 
basic respect and equal treatment that is the 
right of every American. Ultimately, these men 
are tragic examples of the risk of being victim-
ized by a perception of criminality simply be-
cause of their race, ethnicity, religion or na-
tional origin. These dangerous misperceptions 
of criminality helped to cultivate an environ-
ment in which the United States government 
considers discriminatory and unconstitutional 
executive orders a reasonable use of execu-
tive power. 

Decades ago, the passage of sweeping civil 
rights legislation made clear that race, religion 
and ethnicity should not affect the treatment of 
individual Americans under the law. The prac-
tice of using race or other characteristics as a 
proxy for criminality in law enforcement under-
mines the progress we have made toward 
achieving equality under the law. Please join 
me in supporting this legislation. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CARLOS CURBELO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 140. 

FRED D. THOMPSON FEDERAL 
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, Fred 
Thompson was a neighbor and trusted friend. 

He was embraced by the people of Ten-
nessee because of his dedication to first prin-
ciples and strong conservative values. 

To most Americans, he was an actor, usu-
ally taking roles that exuded confidence and 
integrity. 

To those of us that knew him personally, he 
was a devoted public servant that spent a 
large part of his life service to the people of 
the United States. 

He began his public career as an assistant 
U.S. attorney in Tennessee before working 
with Senator Howard Baker, a man who was 
a role model for generations of Tennesseans 
looking to serve the American people. 

He would go on to spend 8 years in the 
U.S. Senate himself, famously touring the 
state of Tennessee in his red pickup truck. 

After conducting a life well-lived, naming this 
federal courthouse to honor him is a great way 
to show our respect for his commitment to the 
people of Tennessee. 

I am glad this bill to give him that honor is 
on the floor today, and I hope all my col-
leagues will join me in passing it. 
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