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gets started reviewing a cancer drug submitted to the agency in April would be laid
off on October 1, before the reviewer is able
to finish his or her work. The sooner we reauthorize the agreements, the better—to
give patients, reviewers, and companies certainty.
In addition to harming patients and families that rely on medical innovation, a delay
in reauthorizing the user fees would threaten
biomedical industry jobs and America’s global leadership in biomedical innovation.
PROCESS FOR REAUTHORIZATION

I am hopeful that this committee, and this
Congress, can work in a bipartisan manner
to reauthorize the user fees before the August recess.
Congress must pass legislation reauthorizing and updating the fees to support the
recommendations contained in what are
called ‘‘commitment letters’’ sent to Congress in January.
Now these commitment letters are part of
the agreements between FDA and industry—
they establish the agency’s commitments,
such as timelines for application review or to
put out guidances in exchange for the fees
Congress authorizes. The letters were transmitted to Congress in January of this year.
So today’s hearing is not the first time
members of Congress or the public is hearing
about the recommendations for reauthorization.
In Congress, while we were working on the
21st Century Cures and after it was signed
into law, the HELP Committee had 15 bipartisan briefings, some of which were in conjunction with the Energy and Commerce
Committee in the House of Representatives
as well, so we could hear from FDA and industry about the reauthorization. The first
of those briefings was back in late 2015.
Outside of Congress, the FDA posted meeting minutes after every negotiation, and
held public meetings to hear feedback.
So the content of the commitment letters,
and the changes to the fee authorizations,
should not be new, or a surprise, for any
member of this committee.
After the April 4th hearing, I hope to move
to mark-up the legislation in committee as
soon as possible.
This is the first time that the user fees
have sunset in the first year of a new administration, so we are starting hearings a little
later this year than we did in 2012.
In order to get this done on time, any additional policies that Senators may want to
attach need to be broadly bipartisan, related
to human medical products, and non-controversial in order to avoid slowing the package down.
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HOW REAUTHORIZATION BUILDS ON 21ST
CENTURY CURES

There are many improvements in the commitment letters and fee structure in these
reauthorizations to be excited about.
The prescription drug and medical device
reauthorizations include many provisions
that build on the work of 21st Century Cures,
such as: involving patients in drug and medical device development, dedicated staff to
assist in the development and review of rare
disease drugs, improved timelines, increased
guidance for drug and device combination
products, and modernizing the clinical trial
process.
There are important structural reforms.
Each agreement contains reporting measures
built both by FDA and by independent third
parties, so we can see how the changes are
working. FDA is going to work to implement
full time reporting by 2022, so Congress, patients, and medical product manufacturers
will have a better picture about how resources are being used at FDA and understand what is needed to do what we ask.
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The biosimilar and generic drug user fee
agreement includes additional staff and resources to approve more biosimilars and
more generic drugs, which provide more
competition and lower drug costs.
These are just a few of the highlights of
the reauthorization and commitment letters.
It is a good agreement for patients, and I
look forward to working with Senator Murray and all the members of the Committee to
get it done expeditiously.
f

TRIBUTE TO NINA M. SERAFINO
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take this opportunity to extend
my appreciation to a dedicated public
servant at the Congressional Research
Service, CRS, of the Library of Congress, Ms. Nina M. Serafino. Ms.
Serafino recently retired after more
than 35 years of service to Congress.
This length of public service is not
only a credit to Ms. Serafino, but also
a demonstration of the dedication that
she and many other CRS employees
bring to support our work here in Congress.
During Ms. Serafino’s 35 years with
CRS, she provided Congress with many
types of assistance to help inform national policymaking on a variety of
war and peace issues. From 1981, when
she joined CRS, through the 1980s, she
was deeply involved in bipartisan efforts to evaluate U.S. policy in Central
America. Her work focused on providing a common understanding of the
problems and possibilities in the region
in order to shape U.S. options and alternatives. Particularly noteworthy
was her original research on aspects of
the Central American conflicts where
there was a little or no information
available from other sources. Responding to a congressional request, she conducted field research and delved into
the Library of Congress’s historical
materials to provide a unique report on
the many parties of the civic opposition to the Sandinista government in
Nicaragua. Similarly, her field research
on
the
Latin
American
‘‘Contadora’’ effort significantly informed congressional deliberations regarding the peace process to end the
conflicts in Nicaragua and El Salvador.
With the advent of U.S. military involvement in peacekeeping operations
in the Balkans and elsewhere beginning
in the 1990s, Ms. Serafino contributed
to congressional efforts to comprehend
the plethora of institutional and budgetary considerations relevant to our
government’s ability to bring its full
toolbox to bear in those operations.
Providing information and analysis
through reports, briefings, and several
comprehensive conferences and workshops for Members and staff, Ms.
Serafino assisted Congress in understanding the possibilities, constraints,
and options for legislating and overseeing military and civilian tools and
the development of interagency resources and mechanisms.
As Congress sought to comprehend
and deal with the post-9/11 world, Ms.
Serafino supplemented targeted CRS
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work on Afghanistan and Iraq with
conferences and reports that brought
an historical perspective to congressional deliberations. The conferences
and reports provided insights on a wide
variety of international experiences in
dealing with terrorism and contained
historical information and pertinent
analysis on previous U.S. interventions
and occupations.
Over the past decade, Ms. Serafino
also developed a number of products on
security assistance and cooperation.
Most recently, as the U.S. Government
has expanded U.S. military efforts to
build partner capacity among foreign
security forces worldwide, Ms. Serafino
contributed an historical perspective
on U.S. security assistance and cooperation development in the postWorld War II period to inform our deliberations on an evolving legislative
framework for such assistance. Her
written work on post-9/11 topics has enlightened both Congress and the broader foreign policy and defense communities.
Throughout Ms. Serafino’s career,
she won the respect and admiration of
her colleagues for her geniality and expertise on Latin America and international security affairs. She won a
Distinguished Service Award and several Merit Service and Special Achievement awards. Her steadfast dedication
to serve Congress and her commitment
to the highest standards of research
made a lasting contribution to congressional policy discourse. I have said
many times that the Federal workforce
is a critical national asset. Ms.
Serafino and the other talented and
dedicated public servants at CRS are
yet another example. While we will
miss her contributions, I know my colleagues will want to join me in sending
our best wishes to Ms. Serafino for a
happy retirement.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS
TRIBUTE TO STEVE HAMMOND
∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the three decades of
distinguished service journalist Steve
Hammond has provided to the citizens
of Maryland’s Eastern Shore and the
viewers of WBOC-TV 16 in Salisbury,
MD, ‘‘Delmarva’s News Leader.’’
Steve Hammond is a Maryland native, raised in Towson’s Rodgers Forge
neighborhood. He learned many of life’s
lessons on the football and lacrosse
fields before graduating from the University of Delaware with a degree in
mass communications. Since his mother, sister, and brother have all been involved in television production, it is no
surprise, perhaps, that Steve gravitated toward the business of broadcasting and interned for several stations. He discovered he felt most at
home in the newsroom and was drawn
particularly to the variety of daily reporting. In 1985, after working without
pay for 2 weeks to illustrate his potential value, Steve was hired by WHYY, a
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PBS affiliate in Philadelphia, PA. Two
years later, on March 23, 1987, he joined
WBOC–TV to serve as the first bureau
chief for Dover, DE. It was there that
he first began to anchor news broadcasts. It was a role, it turned out,
which suited him perfectly.
Today Steve Hammond is WBOC–
TV’s main anchor and managing editor. He has become a household name
in the region, having covered countless
elections, major crisis, and natural disasters. Steve has flown with the Blue
Angels and interviewed U.S. Presidents. He also has filed reports from
several foreign countries to tell the
stories of local troops in harm’s way in
Iraq and Somalia. Steve is highly respected in his field and has been widely
recognized,
winning
innumerable
awards, including a prestigious national Edward R. Murrow Award and
distinctions from the Associated Press
and Radio Television News Directors
Association; yet Steve is characteristically modest about his accomplishments. If he were inclined to brag
about anything, it probably would be
about his beloved family—his sons Graham and Hunter, and his wife, Heather,
who are his favorite companions for a
day at the beach.
Steve Hammond is deeply invested in
his community and has volunteered for
many years for numerous charitable
organizations,
including
Junior
Achievement, March of Dimes, Easter
Seals, Big Brothers/Big Sisters and The
Salvation Army. He has helped spearhead The Salvation Army’s Red Kettle
Holiday Campaign on the Eastern
Shore of Maryland. He also serves as a
member of the board of trustees for
Worcester Preparatory School in Berlin, MD, and is a member of Trinity
United Methodist Church in Salisbury.
Steve’s coworkers, friends, and audience appreciate the dedication, service,
and leadership he shown professionally
and privately throughout his career. As
he enters his fourth decade at WBOC–
TV 16, I ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Steve Hammond on
30 years of exemplary work and community service and wishing him all the
best in the years ahead.∑
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REMEMBERING JOHN BRUCE FERY
∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the life of John Bruce
Fery, a friend and mentor.
John’s obituary beautifully conveyed
a sense of who he was: ‘‘John’s journey
took him from challenging early years
as a latchkey kid with a working mom
to remarkable lifetime accomplishments. He loved God, his family, his
community, and his country. He loved
the outdoors, sunshine, and John
Wayne. He had a zest for life and a
work ethic that was incomparable,
while
his
commanding
presence,
charming smile, and quick-witted
humor made him adored by family and
friends. He was captivated by the joys
of family life, the challenges of business, the warmth of friendships, the
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satisfaction of philanthropic work, and
the stories each brought to his life.’’
On February 16, 1930, John was born
in Bellingham, WA, to Margaret and
Carl Fery. John lost his father at a
young age, and he and his mother
moved to Seattle, where he graduated
from Roosevelt High School and attended the University of Washington
before serving in the U.S. Navy during
the Korean war. He married his wife,
Dee, in 1953, and obtained his masters
of business administration from Stanford University before his extensive,
much respected career in the pulp and
paper industry. He led the Boise Cascade Company for more than two decades, taking on the position of president and chief executive officer in 1972
and chairman of the board in 1978.
Throughout his 37-year career with the
company, he built a legacy of sound
judgement and expertise that led to his
many honors, awards, and service on
multiple boards.
In addition to his esteemed business
career, John and Dee have given generously to many philanthropic efforts.
His obituary aptly highlights some of
their significant contributions to the
community: ‘‘Whether attending the
new Horsethief Reservoir Y Camp in
Cascade, Idaho, learning about Birds of
Prey at the World Center, enjoying the
Idaho Shakespeare Festival and the
park that he and Dee donated, attending Medical School through the
WWAMI program which John helped
found as a means of training physicians
for Idaho, staying at St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center where John
chaired the board and established its
Foundation, receiving a grant from the
Idaho Community Foundation, which
exists today due to John’s leadership in
its formation and growth, or receiving
a scholarship to Boise’s Bishop Kelly
High School, the University of Idaho,
or Stanford, people will have experiences made possible by John and Dee’s
vison and generosity.’’
John was also a dear friend to me. He
encouraged me and was instrumental
in inspiring my public service. His
guidance, advice, and insight are forever etched in my life’s path, and I am
deeply grateful for the time he took to
help shape my service. I extend my
deepest sympathies to Dee; their sons,
Brent, Bruce, and Michael and their
families; and their many other family
members, loved ones, and friends. We
are bettered for having had John in our
lives. He leaves behind an enduring,
loving, and joyful legacy.∑
f

RECOGNIZING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE OF SOUTHERN MAINE
∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the Jewish Community Alliance in Portland, Maine, for
their longstanding service and commitment to Maine’s Jewish community
across southern Maine.
In 1999, the Jewish Community Alliance of Southern Maine, JCA, was
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founded following a merger of the Jewish Community Center and the Jewish
Federation. With a strong commitment
to upholding Jewish values and culture, the JCA provides diverse programs for the entire community, educating children, teens, and adults to
better connect with their community
and learn from one another. The organization welcomes citizens of all backgrounds, encouraging a deeper understanding of Jewish history, practice,
and culture.
The JCA understands the importance
of supporting and educating future generations through high-quality programming for children offered throughout the year. The JCA administers a
nationally accredited preschool program, now in its 24th year, which provides children with the opportunity to
grow and learn in a safe and positive
environment driven by Jewish values.
Additionally, each summer, the JCA
welcomes children of all faiths to the
Center Day Camp, along the shores of
Sebago Lake in Cumberland County,
ME. Heading into its 68th summer, the
Center Day Camp encourages Maine’s
youth to explore new interests, build
confidence and friendships, and develop
new skills.
The JCA also offers adult education
classes to engage both Jewish and nonJewish individuals, and to provide opportunities to learn about a wide range
of topics relating to Judaism and Jewish life. One such program, NextDor,
offers peer-led social, cultural, and
educational engagement guided by
Jewish values to adults in their
twenties, thirties, and early forties.
The program is dedicated to engaging
members in a variety of settings that
are accessible, inclusive, and uniting to
help encourage Jewish and non-Jewish
participation.
I would like to recognize the positive
impact that the JCA has had in the
lives of Maine’s citizens and its positive impact in strengthening the Jewish community. Their ongoing commitment to a better and more prosperous
tomorrow is to be commended, and
their message of inclusiveness and engagement is a model for the entire
State. I look forward to the continued
success of the Jewish Community Alliance of Southern Maine, and to watching their community grow and thrive.∑
f

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL
HISTORIC
OREGON
TRAIL INTERPRETIVE CENTER
∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate the National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center
in Baker, OR, on its 25th anniversary
and to recognize the cultural and historical importance of this special
place. Twenty-five years ago, volunteers, philanthropists, and community
leaders came together with the Bureau
of Land Management to make this
dream a reality, and today I want to
honor them for their dedication to
their community and the State of Oregon.
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