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Since 1992, the Interpretive Center
has brought to life the story of the Or-
egon Trail. Through life-size displays,
historical artifacts, and live perform-
ances by historical interpreters, visi-
tors to the center are transported back
in time to the first days of Baker City.
What started as a small goldmining
town grew through the years as more
emigrants arrived. These pioneers had
fought through challenging conditions
and traveled thousands of miles to
reach Oregon, but had they not per-
severed, the growth of this State could
never have taken place. We owe it to
those who blazed the trail before us to
listen to their story, and we owe it to
ourselves to take their lessons of perse-
verance, innovation, and community
spirit to heart.

It is no coincidence that the commu-
nity that came together to make the
Interpretive Center possible, shares the
characteristics of their ancestors. In
the 1970s, Baker City was struggling to
keep up with a changing economy. It
took the innovative vision of modern-
day pioneers, who recognized the cul-
tural importance of this place, to bring
its rich history back to life. Joining
forces with the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, community leaders worked
together to create the Interpretive
Center and jumpstarted Baker City’s
growing tourism industry.

Over 25 years, this community has
continued to contribute to the sus-
tained success of the Interpretive Cen-
ter. From the hard-working caretakers
of the center’s 4 miles of interpretive
trails, to the philanthropy of individ-
uals like the late Leo Adler who help
sustain the center financially, the peo-
ple of Baker City demonstrate every
day the same spirit as the pioneers
they honor. In this way, the story of
the Interpretive Center mirrors the
very story it tells.

It stands today as a living testament
to the value of learning from our past.
Therefore, I wish today to not only cel-
ebrate this milestone, but to encourage
us all to reflect on the example set by
both the pioneers of the Oregon Trail
and those who continue to blaze new
trails for their communities every
day.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on March 16, 2017,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
House had passed the following joint
resolution, without amendment:

S.J. Res. 1. Joint resolution approving the
location of a memorial to commemorate and
honor the members of the Armed Forces who
served on active duty in support of Operation
Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on March 16, 2017,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bill:

H.R. 1362. An act to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Pago Pago, American
Samoa, the Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a
Hunkin VA Clinic.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the en-
rolled bill was signed on March 20, 2017,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
by the President pro tempore (Mr.
HATCH).

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on March 17, 2017,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled joint resolutions:

S.J. Res. 1. Joint resolution approving the
location of a memorial to commemorate and
honor the members of the Armed Forces who
served on active duty in support of Operation
Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield.

H.J. Res. 42. Joint resolution disapproving
the rule submitted by the Department of
Labor relating to drug testing of unemploy-
ment compensation applicants.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the en-
rolled joint resolutions were signed on
March 20, 2017, during the adjournment
of the Senate, by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:32 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 132. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to convey certain land and ap-
purtenances of the Arbuckle Project, OKkla-
homa, to the Arbuckle Master Conservancy
District, and for other purposes.

H.R. 267. An act to redesignate the Martin
Luther King, Junior, National Historic Site
in the State of Georgia, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 382. An act to amend the Department
of Agriculture program for research and ex-
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tension grants to increase participation by
women and underrepresented minorities in
the fields of science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics to redesignate the pro-
gram as the ‘‘Jeannette Rankin Women and
Minorities in STEM Fields Program’’.

H.R. 648. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to amend the Definite Plan
Report for the Seedskadee Project to enable
the use of the active capacity of the
Fontenelle Reservoir.

H.R. 1029. An act to amend the Federal In-
secticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to
improve pesticide registration and other ac-
tivities under the Act, to extend and modify
fee authorities, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1181. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify the conditions under
which certain persons may be treated as ad-
judicated mentally incompetent for certain
purposes.

H.R. 1228. An act to provide for the ap-
pointment of members of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Office of Compliance to replace
members whose terms expire during 2017, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1249. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require a multiyear
acquisition strategy of the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1252. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to provide for certain
acquisition authorities for the Under Sec-
retary of Management of the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1259. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the removal or
demotion of employees of the Department of
Veterans Affairs based on performance or
misconduct, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1294. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to provide for congres-
sional notification regarding major acquisi-
tion program breaches, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1309. An act to streamline the office
and term of the Administrator of the Trans-
portation Security Administration, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1367. An act to improve the authority
of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to hire
and retain physicians and other employees of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 161(a) of the Trade
Act of 197 (19 U.S.C. 2211), and the
order of the House of January 3, 2017,
the Speaker appoints the following
Members of the House of Representa-
tives as Congressional Advisors on
Trade Policy and Negotiations: Mr.
NEAL of Massachusetts and Mr. PAS-
CRELL of New Jersey.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 132. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to convey certain land and ap-
purtenances of the Arbuckle Project, Okla-
homa, to the Arbuckle Master Conservancy
District, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 267. An act to redesignate the Martin
Luther King, Junior, National Historic Site
in the State of Georgia, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

H.R. 382. An act to amend the Department
of Agriculture program for research and ex-
tension grants to increase participation by
women and underrepresented minorities in
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