March 22, 2017

Mr. Speaker, when this President put
his name on a casino, he left its work-
ers in the dust. When he put his name
on a university, he left its students out
in the cold. And when he puts his name
on this healthcare plan, TrumpCare, he
is going to leave all of us sicker and
poorer.

————

ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HEALTH
CARE

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, 7 years
ago today, President Barack Obama
signed the Affordable Care Act into
law. Since then, the ACA has helped
millions of Americans gain access to
affordable healthcare insurance.

We all know what is at stake in this
Republican bill. It is a bill that actu-
ally has a big old tax in it called the
age tax that makes our seniors pay
more.

In addition to that, it prohibits Med-
icaid reimbursement for Planned Par-
enthood, and Republicans are actively
working hard to make access to repro-
ductive care even tougher for low-in-
come women.

Let me tell you this about Texas: In
2014, Planned Parenthood had 34 cen-
ters that served over 120,000 women.
Additionally, these centers in my home
State of Texas provided birth control
to over 93,000 women, conducted over
134,000 STD tests, 16,000 pap smears,
and 16,000 mammograms.

These crucial services allow women
across Texas to take control of their
own health care and help them plan for
a family when they are ready.

Republicans claim that their replace-
ment plan puts patients first, but lim-
iting a woman’s ability to seek care
when she seems fit directly contradicts
that goal.

————

COMPOUNDING DEVASTATING
CUTS AND ACCESS TO HEALTH
CARE

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the Republicans’ Amer-
ican Health Care Act and specifically
the provision that purports to shift bil-
lions of Medicaid costs from New
York’s counties to the State.

In addition to the AHCA’s age tax,
increasing premiums, and millions los-
ing their insurance, this provision will
compound the devastating cuts and
leave countless New Yorkers without
access to health care while decimating
New York State’s finances.

This amendment requires the State
to shoulder an additional $2.3 billion on
top of the $1 billion cut proposed in the
AHCA. Meanwhile, this proposal ex-
cludes New York City and only gives
New York State 2 years to assume this
burden.

As a former mayor, county executive,
and former chairman of the New York
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State Commission on Property Tax Re-
lief, I understand that New York coun-
ties shoulder a larger share of the Med-
icaid burden than in any other State.
Asking the State to relieve some of
this burden from the counties that
they bear from the Medicaid cost is a
worthwhile idea that should be further
explored, but in conjunction with State
officials.

The short turnaround time in the
current proposal would cripple the
State’s budget, resulting in cata-
strophic cuts, and leaves countless New
Yorkers without access to health care.

Additionally, marrying this proposal
to the misguided Republican AHCA
plan and excluding New York City pre-
vents bipartisan cooperation. Rushing
this amendment without debate or full
consideration of the consequences and
without a plan for implementation will
negate any positives.

I call upon my Republican colleagues
to work in a bipartisan manner on this
critical issue.

———
HEALTH MATTERS

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day I spoke with a dynamic, impressive
young woman, Maryn White, from
Lee’s Summit, Missouri.

Maryn is a 16-year-old sophomore at
Lee’s Summit West High School. When
she was 10 years old, she was diagnosed
with ulcerative colitis. Despite a lot of
pain and a number of major surgeries,
Maryn is active in her high school and
is raising money for a cure.

Maryn was the winner of the Dream
Factory of Kansas City. Instead of
going on a cruise ship or some tour to
an exotic place, she came to Wash-
ington to talk to people who are about
to vote on her health. She is absolutely
infuriated that money is not going to
the NIH to continue to do research for
a cure.

There are thousands of similar sto-
ries all over the country. This is not a
political matter, this is a matter of life
and death for people all over this coun-
try.

Yes, I am saying that TrumpCare
will make America ache again.

————

FOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
there was a television program some
years ago that Monty Hall had: ‘“‘Let’s
Make a Deal.”

Well, up in the Rules Committee, we
are acting out a congressional version
of “Let’s Make a Deal.” People aren’t
dressing up like radishes and jumping
up and down, but they are trying to
contort the flawed Republican repeal of
the Affordable Care Act into something
that can somehow thread the needle
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and get votes through the House of
Representatives. Well, Mr. Speaker, it
is unfortunate.

This week we are commemorating
the seventh anniversary of the passage
of the Affordable Care Act. We don’t
need costumes and jumping up and
down. It has reduced the uninsured
rate to the lowest in our history. It has
strengthened rural and small town hos-
pitals across the country. It has ex-
tended coverage to people who other-
wise would not have it. Repeal of this
amazing accomplishment would be un-
precedented. It would be sad, and it
would be wrong.

I sincerely hope that we are going to
be able to focus our attention on some-
thing that will make a difference, not
forcing Americans to pay more for infe-
rior coverage and deny it to many oth-
ers.

OPPOSING TRUMPCARE
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to speak against
TrumpCare.

TrumpCare will take health insur-
ance away from 24 million Americans.
That is basically the amount of people
that live in the State of Texas.

For the lucky ones who don’t have
their health care ripped away,
TrumpCare forces families to pay in-
creased out-of-pocket costs and higher
deductibles and cuts the financial as-
sistance they get today to afford their
insurance.

It has a crushing age tax. TrumpCare
forces Americans who are aged 50 to 64
to pay premiums five times higher
than younger people pay for health in-
surance.

This, combined with a slash in finan-
cial assistance to help people pay for
coverage, will literally mean that
there will be people who now have to
pay more for their premiums annually
than they actually earn in a year. That
is unacceptable.

TrumpCare cuts Medicare and will
shorten the life of the program by 3
years. It is hard to find someone this
bill helps, but the people that it will
hurt can be counted in the millions.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
this horrible plan and to work with us
to expand access and lower cost.

————

THE IMPACT OF TRUMPCARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. JAYAPAL) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.
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