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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable Tom
CoTTON, a Senator from the State of
Arkansas.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty and Eternal God, thank
You for listening to our prayers. You
are the high and lofty One, but You
choose to dwell with those who have
contrite hearts. Dwell with our law-
makers. May they meditate upon Your
precepts and be guided by the light of
Your Word.

Lord, give them the wisdom to seek
Your help in the day of trouble and be-
yond. May the memories of what You
have already done provide them with
the confidence that the best is yet to
come. Do for them immeasurably,
abundantly, above all that they can
ask or imagine, according to Your
power, working in and through them.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 22, 2017.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable Tom COTTON, a Sen-
ator from the State of Arkansas, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.
Mr. COTTON thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————

REPEALING AND REPLACING
OBAMACARE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we
have all seen the headlines. We have all
heard the heartbreaking stories. We
have all watched as health insurance
markets have edged closer to collapse,
and we have noticed a common theme.
ObamaCare is failing in Kentucky and
around the country.

In my home State, insurance pre-
miums increased by up to 47 percent.
As insurers flee the market, nearly half
of the counties in my State have only
one option for an insurer on the ex-
change.

Many families’ deductibles and out-
of-pocket expenses have skyrocketed
to a point that their plans are too ex-
pensive to actually use. In other words,
they have health insurance but not
necessarily healthcare. The legacy of
ObamaCare is one of increased costs,
diminishing choices, and broken prom-
ises.

In four elections in a row, Kentuck-
ians have overwhelmingly rejected this
failed law. The pain caused by
ObamaCare is real for millions of
Americans. Listen to this small busi-
ness owner from Versailles. She wrote
to my office asking for relief. Here is
what she said: “The first year of
ObamaCare, our monthly premiums
tripled,” she wrote, and now, ‘‘our cur-
rent plan will be discontinued .. . at
the end of the year.”

““This is prohibitive for us. We are
getting desperate and discouraged.”

Unfortunately, stories like hers are
hardly unique—not in Kentucky and
not across America—because too many
are suffering  under ObamacCare.
ObamaCare is a direct assault on the
middle class, and it will continue to
get worse unless we act.

Both in Congress and in the adminis-
tration, we are working to fulfill our
commitment to the American people.
We remain committed to the repeal
and replacement of ObamaCare with
healthcare policies that actually work.
When the House finishes its work on
ObamaCare repeal legislation, I look
forward to taking it up here in the Sen-
ate. The administration will continue
working to deliver relief and stabilize
health markets, as well. Americans are
ready for a better way forward after
the failure of ObamaCare, and I would
urge all of my colleagues to work to-
gether so we can deliver it.

——
NOMINATION OF NEIL GORSUCH

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
another matter, as day 2 of the Neil
Gorsuch Supreme Court confirmation
hearings continued, Senators and the
American people were able to learn
more about his experience as a jurist
and his aptitude to serve on the High
Court. We heard directly from Judge
Gorsuch about his views on the role of
a judge—to be fair and impartial, inde-
pendent, and not beholden to one party
over another. We heard directly from
Judge Gorsuch about his views on the
role of the Court to uphold the Con-
stitution and interpret the laws as
written, not legislating from the
bench.

We saw him display a masterful
knowledge of the law, along with inde-
pendence, thoughtfulness, and just the
kind of judicial temperament we ex-
pect in a Supreme Court Justice. News
outlets across the country took notice.
This is from a CNN report:
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