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funding. Rather, overturning the rule
merely empowers States over a Wash-
ington-knows-best mentality and
assures that States have the ability to
identify the best eligible title X sub-
grantees. It restores local control and
ensures that States aren’t forced by
the Federal Government to provide
abortion providers like Planned Par-
enthood with taxpayer dollars.

I appreciate my colleagues’ support
of this legislation, and I look forward
to President Trump signing it and
scrapping the Obama administration’s
overreaching eleventh-hour rule.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, on
January 18, 2017, two days before Presi-
dent Obama left office, he finalized a
rule and put it in place to require
States—regardless of their decisions in
their State—to have to use Planned
Parenthood, removing the decision
making from each State.

In the past, it had been very straight-
forward. States were allowed the op-
portunity to be able to examine who
was the best decision maker to be able
to help and the best provider of care in
their community for title X funding.
For that family planning funding,
when it occurs and when it goes
through the process, the States made
the decision, looked at the providers,
found out who the most comprehensive
provider was, who could provide the
best healthcare, and they made that
final decision.

President Obama, two days before he
left office, finalized a rule to remove
that right from States and to compel
each State to be able to use Planned
Parenthood.

States like mine and many other
States said: We want to do family plan-
ning in our State. We want to have
comprehensive healthcare in our State,
but we do not want to provide Federal
funds to the single largest provider of
abortion in the country. That was a
reasonable decision that our State law-
makers could make to be able to pro-
tect the lives of women in our State
and to protect the lives of children for
the future. That reasonable, common-
sense method was removed two days
before President Obama left office.

I am proud to say that the House of
Representatives and the Senate today
voted to strike that rule from the last
two days of President Obama’s term to
compel States to be able to use
Planned Parenthood in their States, to
be able to give the option back to the
States again.

I look forward to President Trump
signing it. I would remind the Presi-
dent of this one simple thing, though.
This does not strike funding away from
women’s care. This doesn’t take fund-
ing away from any of the family plan-
ning. This doesn’t even force States to
not use Planned Parenthood. It is a
simple statement of where we used to
be: States could choose to have
Planned Parenthood as a part of their
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title X funding, or not. It is their
choice. If some States want to do that,
they may continue to do that. Other
States should not be compelled to do
that with taxpayer funds, though.

That is the new status quo as soon as
President Trump signs it—to be able to
return to a basic doctrine: States
should not be compelled to have tax-
payer funds used toward Planned Par-
enthood title X funding.

I am proud that this Senate just
passed this resolution. It is a reason-
able act for us to be able to do, and I
look forward to the President’s signa-
ture.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

———
NOMINATION OF NEIL GORSUCH

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, when
his nomination comes to the floor next
week, I will vote to confirm Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. This is
my first time voting on a Supreme
Court nominee, and I don’t take the de-
cision lightly. It is a lifetime appoint-
ment, after all, and the Court’s rulings
have shaped our country’s history—for
good and for ill—and will continue to
shape our future. But after reading
Judge Gorsuch’s writings, meeting
with him in person, and listening to his
testimony, I can say with confidence
that it is not a hard call. I believe
Judge Gorsuch will be a fine addition
to the Supreme Court.

There is no denying Judge Gorsuch’s
distinctive qualifications. We all know
his credentials: Columbia, Harvard law,
and an Oxford doctorate to boot. He
clerked for an appellate judge and two
Supreme Court Justices. He had many
years of experience in both private
practice and in public service and, of
course, over 10 years as an appellate
judge. He possesses fine judicial tem-
perament: highly erudite, highly ac-
complished, and highly regarded by
those who know him best. It is no sur-
prise, then, that the American Bar As-
sociation, in a unanimous vote, de-
clared him ‘‘well qualified” for the job.

While I wouldn’t outsource our re-
sponsibilities to any advocacy organi-
zation, I would note that the minority
leader himself once said the ABA rat-
ing is ‘‘the gold standard by which ju-
dicial candidates are judged.”

But, of course, Judge Gorsuch is not
just filling any seat, but the seat once
held by the late Justice Antonin
Scalia. Justice Scalia was a giant of
American jurisprudence. Most Justices
earn their place in history by writing
opinions, giving voice to their col-
leagues, and speaking for the Court as
a whole. Justice Scalia did that many
times throughout his career, of course,
but he did something more. He changed
the way judges—both conservative and
liberal—think about the law and defend
their decisions. He reminded us all that
a judge’s job is to apply the law—in-
cluding the Constitution, our most fun-
damental law—as written, to the case
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before him, not to rewrite it all to-
gether.

Adhering to the law, even when the
judge doesn’t like the result, is the
greatest public service that a judge can
render, because to respect the rule of
law is ultimately to respect the rule of
the people.

This is what Justice Scalia taught
and what he inspired a whole genera-
tion of judges and lawyers to under-
stand. As we prepare to fill his seat on
the Supreme Court, let us also ac-
knowledge that no man can fill his
shoes. We honor the memory of Justice
Scalia and we thank his wife, Maureen,
and his whole family for sharing this
great man with our country for so long.

Judge Gorsuch is a child of the Scalia
generation. He has long advocated for
and followed the originalist judicial
craft—one rooted in the text, struc-
ture, and history of our Constitution,
which is to say that he respects the
rule of law and he respects the people.
Whether defending the religious liberty
of the Little Sisters of the Poor or the
Fourth Amendment rights of a regular
household, he has shown a profound re-
spect for the Constitution. I also think
he has demonstrated throughout his
career a firm independence of thought.
He has had his influences and his men-
tors, his promoters and his critics, but
I believe he will be his own man—as he
should be.

So I am pleased to announce my sup-
port for the next Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court, Judge Neil
Gorsuch. I look forward to his con-
firmation next week.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I yield
the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I wish
to initially speak about the bipartisan
Veterans Choice Program Improve-
ment Act, but first I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

VETERANS CHOICE PROGRAM
IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, distance
or delays should never be the reason
that veterans don’t get the healthcare
they need, but that is exactly what is
happening to veterans across the coun-
try. That is why the Veterans Choice



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T16:54:13-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




