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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Nicole
Wickersheim for receiving the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Nicole Wickersheim is a 12th grader at
Adams City High School and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Nicole
Wickersheim is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Ni-
cole Wickersheim for winning the Adams
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth
Award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 2017 TOWN OF
HERNDON POLICE DEPARTMENT
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize an outstanding group of men and
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Northern Virginia
Chamber of Commerce.

This is the 39th Annual Valor Awards spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Chamber of
Commerce. This event honors the remarkable
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety officers. Our public
safety and law enforcement personnel put
their lives on the line every day to keep our
families and neighborhoods safe. This year’s
ceremony will present 125 awards to recog-
nize extraordinary actions above and beyond
the call of duty in a variety of categories in-
cluding the Lifesaving Certificate, the Certifi-
cate of Valor, and the Bronze and Silver Med-
als of Valor.

Five members of the Town of Herndon Po-
lice Department are being honored this year
for their exceptional service. It is with great
pride that | include in the RECORD the names
of the following Valor Award Recipients:

CERTIFICATE OF VALOR

Corporal Damien Austin

Senior Police Officer Ronald Eicke

LIFESAVING AWARD

Corporal Andrew Perry

Private First Class Chad Findley

Private First Class Davin Royal

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the 2017 Valor
Award Recipients, and thank all of the men
and women who serve in the Town of Hern-
don Police Department. Their efforts, made on
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behalf of the citizens of our community, are
selfless acts of heroism and truly merit our
highest praise. | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding this group of remarkable citi-
zens.

—————
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Florida’s Consul General of the Hellenic
Republic, Ms. Adamantia Klotsa, a model for-
eign representative and distinguished member
of the Greek community in my district.

Ms. Klotsa was recently honored by the
Federation of Hellenic American Educators for
her “continuous effort to execute professional
and outstanding duties towards the language,
the culture and services for the Greek commu-
nity of Florida.”

Before her diplomatic mission in Tampa,
Ms. Adamantia Klotsa was born in Athens.
She holds B.A.s in both Archeology and Law
as well as an M.A. in Prehistoric Archeology
from the University of Athens. Ms. Klotsa en-
tered the Diplomatic Service of the Hellenic
Republic in 1998. In the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Hellenic Republic, she served in
the Office of the Secretary General, the NATO
Department, and the Personnel Department.
As the co-Chair of the Hellenic Caucus and
the Congressional Hellenic-Israeli Alliance and
a former member of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, | deeply appreciate the hard work and
consummate professionalism displayed daily
by our foreign diplomats, especially Ms.
Klotsa.

As a proud Greek-American, | am thankful
that Ms. Klotsa in her official capacity has en-
couraged Greek-Americans fully appreciate
the diversity of their heritage. As a young boy,
my grandparents, parents, aunts and uncles
instilled in me an appreciation for our beautiful
culture, which focuses on family, community,
and faith, and it is with great pride, that | con-
tinue to uphold these values today.

Ms. Klotsa’s current diplomatic mission in
Tampa has also served to reinforce Florida’s
possession of remarkable Greek cultural treas-
ures like Tarpon Springs in my district, home
to the largest Epiphany celebration in the
Western Hemisphere and world renowned
Sponge Docks, and St. Augustine which
boasts the earliest colonization of Greeks in
the New World. Additionally, she recently in-
troduced the application of a Sisters City rela-
tionship with the city of St. Augustine and
Koroni, Greece. Initiatives like these will con-
tinue to contribute to the rich cultural and eco-
nomic success in Florida’s Twelfth Congres-
sional District for years to come.

| commend the Federation of Hellenic Amer-
ican Educators for recognizing the contribu-
tions of Ms. Klotsa, and | hope every foreign
diplomat can learn from and emulate the dedi-
cation of this Greek public servant to peace
and prosperity between our nations.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable woman,
Dr. Mary M. White, who is a pioneer and inno-
vator in the academic, entrepreneurial and
service communities.

Dr. Mary M. White is the Inaugural Chair-
person of the Department of Entrepreneurship
and Professional Development in the College
of Business at Jackson State University. She
spearheaded the creation of a new BBA De-
gree in Entrepreneurship in 2005. Upon ob-
taining IHL Board approval, this degree pro-
gram became the first of its kind in the state
of Mississippi and among HBCUs. She is a
Fulbright Fellow and Sam Walton Fellow, rec-
ognized as one of America’s leading edu-
cators and has been a Price-Babson and
LLEEP Fellow in Entrepreneurship as well.

Dr. White’s commitment to entrepreneurship
led her to co-author the book, “The Engrossed
Entrepreneurial Campus: What Our Economy
and Our Academy Needs Now.” Dr. White’s
passion for entrepreneurship and business ex-
tends internationally to South Africa, Nigeria,
Puerto Rico, Romania, India, and France and
throughout the United States by providing
guidance on entrepreneurship as a means to
enhance economic development.

Dr. White represents Jackson State Univer-
sity on the Women Owned & Managed Enter-
prise Network National Advisory Council
(W.O.M.E.N) with Morgan State University,
HBCU/Babson Entrepreneurship and Engi-
neering consortium, Capitol City Convention
Center Procurement Outreach Advisory Board
and the Mississippi Entrepreneurial Alliance.

Dr. White’s an active board member of the
Community Financial Services Association
(CFSA), Minority Serving Institutions Research
Partnership Consortium (Vice President), Soci-
ety for Financial Education and Professional
Development, Katherine Murriel Education
Foundation and Clinton Alumnae Delta Enter-
prise Foundation. She has successfully di-
rected the 2009 Global Entrepreneurship
Week (GEW), 2005 Women of Color Entre-
preneurs Conference and the 2004 Minority
Serving Institutions Conference. In 2006, Dr.
White secured funding for the Business Entre-
preneurial Scholars Program and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Small Farmers Train-
ing Initiative. She also directs the SIFE “I
Choose” grant, guiding at-risk high school stu-
dents in entrepreneurship and free enterprise.

Dr. White received the Doctor of Education
at Northern lllinois University.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Dr. Mary M. White for her dedi-
cation to serving others.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARTHA ROBY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 4, 2017

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, April
3, 2017, | was absent because of travel delays
due to weather related activities.
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