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humanitarian assistance efforts which will
help leverage other international donors; and

(E) urges the President to work urgently
with stakeholders to persuade parties to con-
flict in Yemen to permit humanitarian
groups increased access to Red Sea ports like
Hodeida to deliver much-needed assistance
to vulnerable communities.

SENATE RESOLUTION 115—COM-
MEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE 1ST INFANTRY
DIVISION

Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr.
ROBERTS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services:

S. REs. 115

Whereas June 8, 2017, is the 100th anniver-
sary of the organization of the 1st Infantry
Division;

Whereas the 1st Infantry Division was es-
tablished in 1917 as the First Division, the
first combat division in United States his-
tory, and has been on continuous active duty
since 1917;

Whereas, from the heroic start of the 1st
Infantry Division, the 1st Infantry Division
has played an integral part in United States
history by serving in—

(1) World War I;

(2) World War II;

(3) the Cold War;

(4) the Vietnam War;

(5) Operations Desert Shield and Desert
Storm;

(6) the Balkans peacekeeping missions;

(7) the War on Terror; and

(8) as of April 2017, multiple operations
around the globe;

Whereas, immediately after its establish-
ment, the First Division started to build a
prestigious reputation for its service in
World War I;

Whereas, in May 1918, the victory of the
First Division at the Battle of Cantigny,
France, was the first United States victory
of World War I, and despite suffering more
than 1,000 casualties in that battle, the First
Division seized the village from German
forces, defended the village against repeated
counterattacks, and bolstered the morale of
the Allies;

Whereas, after the Battle of Cantigny, the
First Division played a central role in other
monumental battles of World War I, such
as—

(1) the Battle of Soissons;

(2) the Battle of Saint-Mihiel; and

(3) the Meuse-Argonne Offensive;

Whereas 5 soldiers of the First Division re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor
during World War I;

Whereas the First Division—

(1) remained on occupation duty in Ger-
many to enforce the Armistice; and

(2) in September 1919, was the last combat
division to return home after World War I;

Whereas, by the end of World War I, the
First Division was 1 of only 4 United States
divisions to remain on active duty, which is
a strong testament to its accomplishments;

Whereas, in November 1939, the 1st Infan-
try Division was called to action again and,
in August 1942, became the first United
States division sent to Europe during World
War II;

Whereas, during World War II, the 1st In-
fantry Division fought bravely in Algeria,
Tunisia, and Sicily in 1942 and 1943 before the
courage and resolve of the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion was tested on Omaha Beach in Nor-
mandy, France;

Whereas the 1st Infantry Division, rein-
forced by units of the 29th Infantry Division,
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made the assault landing on Omaha Beach
on D-Day, June 6, 1944, which began the lib-
eration of Europe from Nazi control;

Whereas the 1lst Infantry Division contin-
ued its invaluable service throughout World
War II, including in—

(1) the liberation of France and Belgium;

(2) the seizing of Aachen, the first city of
Nazi Germany to fall to the Allies;

(3) the Battle of the Huertgen Forest;

(4) the Battle of the Bulge, in which the 1st
Infantry Division held the critical northern
shoulder at Butgenbach, Belgium;

(5) the crossing of the Rhine River at Re-
magen;

(6) the battles around the Ruhr Pocket in
Germany; and

(7) the offensive into Czechoslovakia,
where the 1st Infantry Division liberated
Nazi labor camps at Falkenau and Zwodau;

Whereas 17 members of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision received the Congressional Medal of
Honor for their service during World War II;

Whereas, in recognition of exemplary serv-
ice during World War II, the 1st Infantry Di-
vision was the recipient of—

(1) the French Croix de Guerre with Palm

and Streamers embroidered with ‘‘Kas-
serine’’ and ‘‘Normandy’’;
(2) the French Fourragere, embroidered

with “World War IT"’;

(3) the Belgian Fourragere; and

(4) the subordinate units of the 1st Infantry
Division earned numerous Presidential Unit
Citations and Army Valorous Unit awards;

Whereas the 1st Infantry Division guarded
the Nuremburg Trials and remained on occu-
pation duty in Germany before returning
home to Fort Riley, Kansas, in 1955;

Whereas, in 1965, the 1st Infantry Division
was 1 of the first 2 divisions sent to the Viet-
nam War, and the 1st Infantry Division re-
mained in Vietnam for 5 years, during which
the 1st Infantry Division—

(1) protected the capital, Saigon, from at-
tack by the North Vietnamese Army;

(2) conducted hundreds of—

(A) offensive operations between Saigon
and Cambodia against Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese Army units; and

(B) civil action and pacification oper-
ations to protect and assist the Viet-
namese people; and
(3) responded to the 1968 Tet Offensive by

clearing Tan Son Nhut Air Force Base of
enemy forces, securing Saigon and counter-
attacking vigorously;

Whereas 12 soldiers of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision earned the Congressional Medal of
Honor during the Vietnam War;

Whereas, in recognition of exemplary serv-
ice during the Vietnam War, the 1st Infantry
Division was the recipient of—

(1) the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gal-
lantry with Palm for 1968;

(2) the Civic Action Honor Medal First
Class;

(3) the United States Army Meritorious
Unit Commendation; and

(4) the subordinate units of the 1st Infantry
Division earned numerous Presidential and
Army awards;

Whereas, from 1970 to 1990 the 1st Infantry
Division—

(1) was a key component of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization deterrent strat-
egy;

(2) deployed annually to Germany on major
exercises that demonstrated United States
resolve to friend and foe alike; and

(3) contributed directly to the peaceful end
of the Cold War;

Whereas, in November 1990, the 1st Infan-
try Division deployed to Saudi Arabia and
played a key role in the famous ‘‘left hook”
attack of the US VII Corps through the
deserts of western Iraq to destroy the
Tawakalna Division of the vaunted Repub-
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lican Guard of Saddam Hussein, among many
other enemy forces;

Whereas the 1st Infantry Division deployed
to Bosnia for 31 months between 1996 and
2000, to Macedonia for 4 months in 1999, and
to Kosovo for 22 months between 1999 and
2003—

(1) to enforce international peace agree-
ments;

(2) to halt the worst ethnic violence in Eu-
rope since the Holocaust; and

(3) to bring peace and stability to the Bal-
kans;

Whereas, in 2004, the 1st Infantry Division
deployed to Iraq in Operation Iraqi Freedom
as Task Force Danger and conducted sophis-
ticated counterinsurgency operations that
led to the first free and fair elections in Iraqi
history in 2005;

Whereas, between 2005 and 2014, the brigade
combat teams and other major headquarters
and units of the 1st Infantry Division have
deployed repeatedly to Iraq and Afghanistan
in Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation
Iraqi Freedom, and Operation New Dawn;

Whereas Specialist Ross A. McGinnis, a 1st
Infantry Division soldier, is 1 of the very few
people of the United States to receive the
Congressional Medal of Honor in the War on
Terror;

Whereas, in the defense of United States
interests, the 1st Infantry Division deployed
its units and soldiers to Africa in 2015 and
Kuwait in 2016;

Whereas, since November 2016, the head-
quarters of the 1st Infantry Division has
been in Iraq, where the 1st Infantry Division
is—

(1) engaged in the fight against the Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS); and

(2) providing the leadership structure for
the Combined Joint Forces Land Component
Command-Operation Inherent Resolve;

Whereas, as of April 2017—

(1) the Combat Aviation Brigade of the 1st
Infantry Division is deployed to Afghanistan
and is conducting combat aviation oper-
ations in support of the Afghan and inter-
national security forces battling the
Taliban;

(2) the 1st Armor Brigade Combat Team of
the 1st Infantry Division is deployed to the
South Korea, where it bolsters United States
deterrence against North Korea; and

(3) the 2nd Armor Brigade Combat Team of
the 1st Infantry Division is at Fort Riley,
Kansas, where it is honing its combat-readi-
ness in preparation for deployment; and

Whereas, since the establishment of the 1st
Infantry Division in 1917—

(1) the 1st Infantry Division has been
present all over the world, assisting in com-
bat and noncombat missions for 100 years;

(2) more than 13,000 soldiers of the 1st In-
fantry Division have sacrificed their lives in
combat; and

(3) 35 soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division
have received the Medal of Honor: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates ‘“‘A Century of Service”’,
the 100th anniversary of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision on June 8, 2017;

(2) commends the 1st Infantry Division for
continuing to exemplify the motto of the 1st
Infantry Division, ‘“No Mission Too Difficult.
No Sacrifice Too Great. Duty First!”’;

(3) honors the memory of the more than
13,000 soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division
who lost their lives in battle;

(4) expresses gratitude and support for all
1st Infantry Division soldiers, veterans, and
their families, including 1st Infantry Divi-
sion soldiers and their families of the past
and future and those who are serving as of
April 2017; and

(5) recognizes that the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion holds an honored place in United States
history.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  116—CON-
DEMNING THE ASSAD REGIME
FOR ITS CONTINUED USE OF
CHEMICAL WEAPONS AGAINST
THE SYRIAN PEOPLE

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
KAINE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
CoONS, and Mr. GARDNER) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. REs. 116

Whereas on August 21, 2013, the Assad re-
gime launched rockets carrying sarin gas, a
deadly nerve agent, against Ghouta, a rebel-
held suburb of Damascus, Kkilling 1,429 men,
women, and children, according to United
States Government estimates, while injuring
another 3,600 people;

Whereas, on September 14, 2013, the Assad
regime agreed to enter the Convention on
the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling, and Use of Chemical Weap-
ons and on their Destruction, done at Paris
January 13, 1993, and entered into force April
29, 1997 (referred to in this Resolution as the
“Chemical Weapons Convention’) and to
allow a joint mission between the United Na-
tions and the Organization for the Preven-
tion of Chemical Weapons (referred to in this
Resolution as the ‘“OPCW-UN’’) to oversee
the removal and elimination of Syria’s
chemical weapons program;

Whereas, on September 27, 2013, the United
Nations Security Council unanimously
adopted Resolution 2118, which endorsed the
destruction of Syria’s chemical weapons pro-
gram and agreed that in the event of non-
compliance, it would take action under
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Na-
tions;

Whereas, on October 16, 2013, the OPCW-UN
was formally established to investigate and
destroy Syria’s chemical weapons program
and stockpiles;

Whereas, on June 23, 2014, the OPCW-UN
announced that the last of Syria’s declared
chemical weapon stockpile had been shipped
out of Syria for destruction;

Whereas, on September 30, 2014, the OPCW-
UN announced that it had completed its
mandate and officially ended operations;

Whereas on October 14, 2013, the Syria Gov-
ernment entered into the Chemical Weapons
Convention;

Whereas the Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion has 192 member states and bans all
chemical weapons;

Whereas, the Assad regime was subse-
quently accused of committing more chem-
ical weapons attacks on Syrian civilians in
opposition-held areas by using chlorine-
based chemical weapons, in violation of the
Chemical Weapons Convention;

Whereas on August 7, 2015, the United Na-
tions Security Council adopted Resolution
2235, which established the UN-OPCW Joint
Investigative Mechanism to identify which
individuals and entities were responsible for
the use of chlorine-based chemical weapons
attacks in Syria;

Whereas, on October 27, 2016, the UN-OPCW
Joint Investigative Mechanism definitively
confirmed that the Assad regime was respon-
sible for the use of chemical weapons in
Syria in Talmenes in April 2014, in Qmenas
in March 2015, and in Sarmin in March 2016;

Whereas, the United Nation Security Coun-
cil adopted Resolution 2319 on November 17,
2016, which renewed the UN-OPCW Joint In-
vestigative Mechanism mandate for one
year;

Whereas, the Russian Federation, along
with China, blocked a United Nations Secu-
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rity Council Resolution on February 28, 2017,
which would have implemented a sanctions
regime against the Assad regime for its use
of chemical weapons;

Whereas, on the morning of April 4, 2017,
another chemical weapons attack took place
in the town of Khan Sheikhoun in Idlib Prov-
ince, killing at least 58 people, including 11
children, according to the Syrian Observ-
atory For Human Rights;

Whereas Human Rights Watch reported
that dozens of people showed symptoms con-
sistent with exposure to chemicals after air-
craft attacked the town;

Whereas the Assad regime is the only enti-
ty operating in Syria that the UN-OPCW
Joint Investigative Mechanism has con-
firmed use of aircraft to launch chemical
weapons attacks;

Whereas, United States Ambassador to the
United Nations Nikki Haley announced that
the United Nations Security Council would
hold an emergency meeting on April 5, 2017,
to discuss the chemical weapons attack in
Idlib province;

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) holds the Assad regime responsible for
war crimes and crimes against humanity, in-
cluding its confirmed use of chemical weap-
ons;

(2) condemns Russia for repeatedly block-
ing collective response to Bashar al-Assad’s
confirmed use of chemical weapons though
the United Nations Security Council;

(3) calls on the United Nations Security
Council to take immediate, decisive action
in response to the Assad regime’s continued
use of chemical weapons;

(4) supports the critical work of the United
Nations-Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons Joint Investigate Mecha-
nism;

(5) expresses alarm that the continued use
of chemical weapons by the Assad regime un-
dermines the integrity of the Chemical
Weapons Convention;

(6) reiterates that Bashar al-Assad has lost
legitimacy as Syria’s leader; and

(7) insists that Bashar al-Assad must be
held accountable for his war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 117—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF APRIL 15,
2017, THROUGH APRIL 23, 2017, AS
“NATIONAL PARK WEEK”

Mr. DAINES (for himself, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. HEINRICH, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
RUBIO, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. GARDNER,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. NELSON,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. ENzI, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. REED,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. TESTER, Mr. CORKER,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. KING, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, and Mr. LEAHY) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 117

Whereas, on March 1, 1872, Congress estab-
lished Yellowstone National Park as the first
national park for the enjoyment of the peo-
ple of the United States;

Whereas, on August 25, 1916, Congress es-
tablished the National Park Service with the
mission to preserve unimpaired the natural
and cultural resources and values of the Na-
tional Park System for the enjoyment, edu-
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cation, and inspiration of current and future
generations;

Whereas, in 2017, the National Park Serv-
ice began its second century of stewardship
of the National Park System after the 2016
National Park Service Centennial, which
celebrated 100 years of the work of the Na-
tional Park Service to protect and manage
the majestic landscapes, hallowed battle-
fields, and iconic cultural and historical
sites of the United States;

Whereas the units of the National Park
System span from Maine to Hawaii and Alas-
ka and many of the units embody the rich
natural heritage of the United States, reflect
a unique national story through people and
places, and offer countless opportunities for
recreation, volunteerism, cultural exchange,
education, civic engagement, and explo-
ration;

Whereas the national parks of the United
States attracted record-breaking visitation
during the National Park Service Centen-
nial, with 331,000,000 recreational visits to
these incredible places in 2016;

Whereas the dedicated employees of the
National Park Service carry out their mis-
sion to protect the national parks of the
United States so that the vibrant culture, di-
verse wildlife, and priceless resources of the
parks will endure for perpetuity; and

Whereas the people of the United States
have inherited the remarkable legacy of the
National Park System and are entrusted
with its preservation as the United States
marks the beginning of the second century of
the National Park System: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of April 15, 2017,
through April 23, 2017, as ‘‘National Park
Week”’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States and the world to visit and experience
the treasured national parks of the United
States.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, as a
fifth-generation Montanan who grew
up just a short drive from our Nation’s
first national park, Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, and as chair of the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Sub-
committee on National Parks, I am ex-
cited to introduce this resolution to re-
assure the public that Congress recog-
nizes the remarkable value that our
National Parks bring to our national
heritage. From America’s hallowed
battlefields in Gettysburg and Fred-
ericksburg, to the glacial peaks, gey-
sers, and big game in my home State of
Montana, to the ancient cultural re-
sources, volcanoes, and marine life of
Hawaii and all across the plains, many
of the units of the National Park Sys-
tem bring remarkable opportunities for
cultural education and outdoor recre-
ation for people from around the world
to enjoy. I am excited to be joined by
ranking member MAZIE HIRONO and
over 30 of our bipartisan colleagues
from Alaska to Maine and Florida in
introducing this resolution. The sup-
port of this resolution is a reflection
that our National Parks bridge polit-
ical divides and make our Nation
uniquely American. As the National
Park System begins its second century
this year, we have seen record visita-
tion with 331 million visits in 2016, but
record visitation also brings additional
strain on the National Park Service’s
failing infrastructure. I am hopeful
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