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NATIONAL LAWN CARE MONTH

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to recognize April as
National Lawn Care Month. The landscape in-
dustry employs nearly 1 million workers and
contributes annual revenue of $78 billion to
our nation’s economy. From the National Mall
to an opening day outfield and even in our
own front and back yards, images of beautiful
lawns are often iconic depictions of American
culture and the American dream.

As we recognize these images, we must
also recognize the work that goes into the up-
keep of such lawns. Landscape and lawn care
professionals play a vital role in ensuring that
lawns are not only maintained but also healthy
as healthy grass and turf deliver essential
benefits to families, communities, and the en-
vironment.

Healthy lawns offer protection against dis-
ease carrying insects. They provide oxygen,
protect our waterways, and clean the air. They
are the backdrop for important life memories
such as first steps, athletic accomplishments,
and gatherings for friends and families.
Healthy lawns are important parts of our com-
munities.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. Speaker,
due to unforeseen delays on April 5, 2017, |
was not present on the House Floor for the
first vote of the day. Had | been present, |
would have voted nay on Roll Call No. 217,
the Motion on ordering the Previous Question
on the Rule providing for consideration of H.R.
1219.

————

RECOGNITION OF RIBAULT HIGH
SCHOOL  GIRL’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. AL LAWSON, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Ribault High School
Girls’ Basketball Team. The Lady Trojans won
their 11th state championship title with a 60—
37 win over Orlando Bishop Moore in the
Class 5A championship game. Under the lead-
ership and guidance of Head Coach Shelia
Seymore-Pennick, the Lady Trojans are truly a
force to be reckoned with.

The Lady Trojans Basketball team is no
stranger to winning. With a nearly perfect
record for the season, with only a three-point
loss, they make residents of Florida’s Fifth
Congressional District proud.

As a former basketball player, | am excited
to witness the success of such hardworking
and dedicated young women. They are the
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true definition of a team and show these quali-
ties both on and off the basketball court.

| look forward to watching their future suc-
cess in both their academic and athletic pur-
suits and wish them all the best in their future
endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the Lady Tro-
jans Girls’ Basketball Team and Coach Shelia
Seymore-Pennick on a job well done.

——

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY SUL
ROSS STATE UNIVERSITY

HON. WILL HURD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of Sul Ross
State University, a premiere public institution
dedicated to higher education- nestled in the
foothills of West Texas.

On April 4, 1917, Governor James E. Fer-
guson signed a bill, passed by the 35th Texas
Legislature, establishing Sul Ross Normal Col-
lege. Over the past century, Sul Ross has de-
veloped into the cultural and educational epi-
center for Alpine and the surrounding areas,
offering 25 undergraduate and 22 graduate
degree programs administered by a tremen-
dous faculty. Situated in a unique geographic
location, Sul Ross offers unparalleled learning
experiences in some of Texas’ most scenic re-
gions, including Big Bend National Park, Fort
Davis State Park, the Rio Grande, and the
Guadalupe Mountains.

Today | applaud the 29,000 graduates and
countless faculty and staff members who have
helped shape Sul Ross State University into
the institution it is today. The positive impact
of this university resonates across Texas’ 23rd
Congressional District.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN ARMY SPECIALIST (SPC)
CASEY MICHAEL LAWARE

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Army Spe-
cialist (SPC) Casey Michael LaWare who paid
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 9, 2005, during Operation Iraqi
Freedom Ill. SPC LaWare was severely
burned in a guard tower fire in Al
Mahmudiyah, Irag and passed away at the
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Ger-
many.

SPC LaWare was assigned to the 2nd
Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
Fort Irwin, California. LaWare enlisted in the
Army prior to graduating from Enterprise High
School in 2004. He was trained as a sharp-
shooter and deployed to the Mosul region in
northern Iraq as part of the buildup of U.S.
forces for the Iraqi election.

SPC LaWare’s mother, Kathy Grace, said
her son was proud to serve America and the
Army is what he really wanted to do with his
life. In a Los Angeles Times news article, fam-
ily members said SPC LaWare wanted to
serve our nation.
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“He wanted to be in the Army. He wanted
to serve his country,” said cousin, Kendall
Grace, of Redding, California.

“The hands-on activities from the Army ap-
pealed to him,” his uncle, Dick Grace, said.
“He was challenging himself.”

California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
issued a statement when he heard about SPC
LaWare’s death.

“Serving in the armed forces is a noble call-
ing with grave risks. SPC LaWare bravely as-
sumed those risks and we honor his courage
and commitment to our country.”

SPC LaWare honored his family in great
service to our nation. His sacrifice will not be
forgotten.

NATIONAL RETIREMENT
PLANNING WEEK

HON. DON BACON

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the more than 48 million Ameri-
cans who have currently reached retirement
age. Shockingly, a significant number of Amer-
icans have saved nothing for their retirement.
While retirement is often viewed as an issue
for older Americans, today’s economic realities
mean that saving for retirement needs to start
earlier than ever before. With rising healthcare
costs, longer life spans, a burdensome tax
code, and a reduction of pension offerings,
more Americans than ever before are shoul-
dering the burden of financing retirement en-
tirely by themselves.

The first week of April has annually been
proclaimed as National Retirement Planning
Week. Under the leadership of the National
Retirement Planning Coalition, we are all
being urged to rethink what we believe we
know about retirement planning. Despite de-
veloping trends, the National Retirement Plan-
ning Coalition hopes to help guide all Ameri-
cans towards securing a dignified retirement
through holistic planning.

Mr. Speaker, there are steps we all can take
to achieve financial independence in our re-
tirement years. We now have the opportunity
to renew the national conversation on the im-
portance of preparing and protecting retire-
ment. | encourage my colleagues to support
legislation which will help their constituents
prepare for a dignified retirement.

TRIBUTE TO DAVID POMERANTZ
HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to David Pomerantz, the retiring Demo-
cratic Staff Director of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, who reflects the best of pub-
lic service and the institution of Congress.

The Appropriations Committee has histori-
cally been a body more interested in sub-
stance and policy than politics. Democrats and
Republicans fight strongly for what we believe
in, and at the end of the day, we try to work
together to produce good legislation that funds
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