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Tuesday, April 25, 2017
Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a fine constituent and public servant,
James Lieberman. After thirty years, Mr. Lieberman will be retiring from a prolific and significant career at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Agency.
Between 1985 and 2005, Mr. Lieberman’s
career blossomed as a U.S. Customs Service
Contract Specialist. During this period, he
served as a Procuring and Administrative Contracting Officer on many of the highest-visibility, highest-priority and highest-impact acquisitions within the agency. From 2005 to
2007, Mr. Lieberman was asked to serve as
Chief of the Business Management Branch of
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Agency supervising contracting professionals
who provided acquisition services to support
the Offices of the Commissioner, Chief Counsel, International Trade, Internal Affairs, Congressional Affairs, Public Affairs, Finance,
Training and Development, and Human Resources. Between 2007 and 2012 James
served as the Director of the Border Patrol
Contracting Division. His division was responsible for acquiring all supplies, equipment and
services for Office of Border Patrol. After an
exemplary demonstration of skill, Mr. Lieberman was asked to serve as the Director of the
Border Enforcement Contracting Division from
2012 to 2017. His career crescendoed during
his time as the Acting Executive Director, Procurement Directorate, from 2016 to 2017. His
department is comprised of seven divisions
authorized for 166 full-time employees.
We appreciate Mr. Lieberman’s profound
commitment to public service and honor his
long and successful career.
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Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Dr. Thomas E. Starzl of Les Mars,
Iowa. A pioneer in the world of science and
medicine, Dr. Thomas E. Starzl will forever be
remembered as an extraordinary member of
our community. Among his many accomplishments, Dr. Starzl revolutionized medicine by
successfully performing the first ever human
liver transplant. Dr. Starzl’s work saved thousands of lives, and he became known as ‘‘the
father of transplantation.’’ On March 4, 2017,
Starzl passed away peacefully at his home in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Dr. Thomas Starzl was born in Les Mars,
Iowa to a family of first generation Americans.
As an undergraduate, Dr. Starzl attended
Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri and
eventually went on to complete an M.D. and
Ph.D. in neuroscience at Northwestern University Medical School in Chicago, Illinois. Dr.
Starzl would spend a majority of his early ca-
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reer working at the University of Iowa and the
University of Colorado until his move to University of Pittsburgh, where he remained until
his retirement. In 2006, President George W.
Bush awarded Dr. Starzl the National Medal of
Science for his pioneering work in transplantation. He has also received awards from the
National Institute of Medicine, the American
Liver Foundation, the National Kidney Foundation, and the American Medical Foundation,
among others.
Dr. Starzl was considered a ‘‘force of nature’’ to those who knew and loved him. One
of his former students remarked that he came
to recognize Dr. Starzl’s ‘‘work ethic and pragmatism as characteristics in many of my patients and think that his salt-of-the-earth values must have been instilled at an early age.’’
I and other Iowans are proud to call Dr. Starzl
one of our own.
f
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Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate Bernadette Gray-Little for her unwavering leadership
and service as the 17th Chancellor of the University of Kansas. As her tenure comes to an
end and we reflect on her eight years as
Chancellor, we celebrate the work Bernadette
Gray-Little has done to positively impact the
university, the state of Kansas, and beyond.
Chancellor Gray-Little has championed initiatives for the University such as the implementation of new admissions standards,
prioritizing retention and graduation rates, and
succeeding at growing the freshman class for
five consecutive years. She has overseen the
physical transformation of KU’s campuses by
securing support for new projects as well as
major renovations for the university.
Additionally, she has demonstrated courage
and compassion by leading university conversations on matters such as sexual assault,
diversity and inclusion, campus safety, and the
living and working environment on the university’s campus.
When it comes to the state of Kansas,
Chancellor Gray-Little has made her imprint
through undertaking university efforts that
would help in creating new jobs to spur economic growth, launching startup companies,
developing corporate partnerships, licensing
new technologies, and fostering an entrepreneurial mindset among faculty, staff and students alike.
Chancellor Gray-Little demonstrated national
leadership as a member of the board of directors of the Association of American Universities and the Association of Public and Landgrant Universities. As a member on these
boards, she played an important role on the
national level as a strong advocate for higher
education and the importance of research
funding. We can see her impact as she led
the university to new heights in research funding that will benefit people around the globe.
As Chancellor of KU, Bernadette Gray-Little
made history as the first female and first African-American Chancellor in the university’s
existence. Chancellor Gray-Little has led the
University of Kansas with strength and humil-
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ity. She truly has been an inspiration to students, staff, faculty, and colleagues throughout
the state and our nation.
I extend my deepest appreciation to Bernadette Gray-Little for her service and commitment to the University of Kansas and I wish
her all the best in the years ahead.
f
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Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the esteemed career of Roger Shalala
following 50 years of dedicated service to the
Elbridge Volunteer Fire Company in Elbridge,
New York.
On December 6, 1966, Mr. Shalala joined
the Elbridge Volunteer Fire Company to serve
his community. He served as the Department’s President during 1968 and then maintained a 24 year tenure as Secretary, where
he gained a wealth of knowledge of the Department’s history and background. As such,
Mr. Shalala has become known as the resident historian of the Elbridge Volunteer Fire
Company.
During his time serving the Elbridge Volunteer Fire Company, Mr. Shalala’s passion for
serving his community has never faltered. He
regularly volunteers at events to benefit the
Department, including parades, fundraisers,
pancake breakfasts, and chicken and biscuit
dinners.
It is my honor to recognize Roger Shalala’s
50 years of devoted service to our community.
f
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Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today I would like
to recognize Ms. Jessica Marks of Yavapai,
Arizona. Jessica is an accomplished and respected educator whose distinguished career
has inspired countless young people in Arizona to follow their dreams. Currently, she
teaches Language Arts to the students of
Glassford Hill Middle School in Yavapai. Her
inspiring service to the youth of our district is
deserving of all of our admiration. It comes as
no surprise that she is being recognized as
the Yavapai County Teacher of the Year.
Jessica’s career in education began in
2011, where she taught at Liberty Traditional
School and later became a founding teacher
at Prescott Valley’s Arizona Agribusiness and
Equine Center. On account of her teaching excellence, 100 percent of her students passed
AIMS testing. Jessica has prioritized community engagement, leadership skills and wellrounded character in her pedagogical approach. Outside of the classroom, she has
served as an adviser to the student yearbook,
the community service organization Panthers
in Action, the National Junior Honor Society,
and the school newspaper, amongst other extracurricular responsibilities. Jessica also
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