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Once home, they made a tray of tacos, 
burritos, enchiladas, and tostadas. He took 
that tray to a local bar, sold the food, and 
made $18.60. Thus began a cycle of making 
food and selling it. 

He eventually worked with a local fried 
chicken restaurant to sell his Mexican food for 
ten cents of every dollar sold. Soon he bought 
out the owner, and Ramon’s El Dorado was 
born in what was a former gas station. 

Mr. Otero used his mother’s recipes, who 
owned a restaurant in Durango City, Mexico. 
He helped his hometown for many years by 
taking a truckload of food and clothing to Mex-
ico. 

Ramon’s has expanded several times over 
the years and now seats 280 people. 

Mr. Otero died last year, but his sons Ray-
mond and Carlos continue the family tradition 
today. 

I am humbled to be able to honor Ramon’s 
on its 50th Anniversary of serving delicious 
Mexican food to the people of southwestern Il-
linois and beyond. 

Congratulations to the Otero family. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF RUBY ARNOLD 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the life of Ruby Arnold. 
While it is widely known that Horace Peterson 
was the visionary and sole founder of the 
Black Archives of Mid-America (BAMA), it is 
little known who saved the institution from 
vanishing, years later. 

Years after Peterson’s accidental death, the 
BAMA experienced internal tumult that unfor-
tunately played out in the Kansas City media. 
The unflattering press resulted in funding 
shortfalls and eventually, the exodus from 
Vine Street, sometimes referred to as ‘‘The 
Firehouse.’’ 

As BAMA began to fade in part because it 
did not have an adequate home, or sufficient 
funding, nor the extensive collection of arti-
facts and memorabilia, some longtime sup-
porters began to search for funding and a new 
location. 

During the spring of 1998, Ruby Arnold, a 
BAMA diehard board member, began a per-
sonal crusade to secure a new home for the 
organization she held dear. One Monday 
morning, during a heavy spring rain, Ruby Ar-
nold appeared at the desk on the 29th floor of 
City Hall. The security guard asked if she had 
an appointment with anyone in particular. ‘‘I 
don’t have an appointment but I have come to 
see Mayor EMANUEL CLEAVER,’’ she said. ‘‘I’m 
sorry but the Mayor is not in,’’ Cheryl Rich-
ards, an assistant to the Mayor stepped in and 
stated. She told Ms. Arnold that on Monday 
mornings, the Mayor attended the Mayors 
Corp of Progress meeting, a support group of 
Kansas City business leaders. ‘‘Thank you, I’ll 
wait. It’s raining pretty hard, anyway.’’ And 
wait she did. Several hours later, the Mayor 
and his security walked off the 29th floor ele-
vators where he was greeted by one Ruby Ar-
nold. ‘‘Mayor CLEAVER, I need your help to lo-
cate a home for the Black Archives. We don’t 
have any money but we need a place large 

enough to grow.’’ The Mayor said, ‘‘Well, I 
don’t know for sure what I can do. You know 
that the Black Archives was supposed to be in 
the main museum building on 18th Street but 
Horace wanted something different that we 
could not do legally.’’ ‘‘All I know is that we 
need a home for the Archives, and you are 
the Mayor. I don’t know anyone else to ask,’’ 
Ms. Arnold replied, slowly and sadly. 

A week later, Ruby showed up at the May-
or’s office but because she didn’t have an ap-
pointment, she waited for almost two hours to 
see the Mayor. Again, when she was taken to 
see the Mayor, she made an appeal for help. 
The Mayor had no solution to share with her 
so he said that he would continue to work on 
it. She looked him straight in the eye and said, 
‘‘Mayor, I know you can do this.’’ 

On the following Saturday, the Mayor held 
an event for city leaders from Columbus, Ohio 
on 18th and Vine in the Gem Theater. Ms. 
Ruby Arnold was there among the elected offi-
cials. ‘‘Have you found a place for the Black 
Archives?’’ she asked the Mayor as he sat on 
the stage answering questions about the 18th 
and Vine development. ‘‘Well, not yet,’’ he re-
plied, ‘‘but I do have an idea. Can we talk 
later?’’ She nodded and said ‘‘Mayor, I know 
you can do this.’’ 

On Monday morning, as the Mayor ex-
pected, Ms. Arnold arrived without an appoint-
ment. The Mayor had told the staff to show 
her in if she appeared at the front desk. This 
time, the Mayor was anxious to get her into 
the office to present what he called an intrigu-
ing proposal. When she took a seat in his of-
fice, the Mayor smiled, and said, ‘‘Good news! 
I have been in conversation with Terry Dob-
son, the director of the Kansas City Parks and 
Recreation Department about the old Parade 
Park maintenance building at 1722 E. 17th 
Terrace.’’ ‘‘Can we get it?’’ asked Ruby. The 
Mayor replied, ‘‘I think so, but we’ve got to 
make sure that the tons of horse manure un-
derground does not present a threat since 
methane gas is a bi-product of manure.’’ Ms. 
Arnold seemed pleased and the Mayor was 
relieved. ‘‘Thank you, thank you. I told you 
that you could do it,’’ Ruby said as she moved 
towards the door. The Mayor told her she 
didn’t need to thank him, and with his tongue 
strangely planted in his cheek, the Mayor 
added, just stop driving him crazy. 

Ruby Arnold died before the opening of the 
new Archives in the summer of 2010, but 
former Mayor EMANUEL CLEAVER, then U.S. 
Representative from Missouri’s Fifth District, 
said, ‘‘This location for the Black Archives was 
not secured by wishing or hoping, but by the 
merciful harassment I received from one de-
termined Ruby Arnold. May God bless her re-
markable spirit.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ADVANCED TEST 
REACTOR AT THE IDAHO NA-
TIONAL LABORATORY 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call your attention to an extraordinary facility 
located on the Department of Energy’s 890– 
square-mile site in Idaho, and the many peo-

ple who have been employed there over the 
last 50 years. 

Idaho National Laboratory is this nation’s 
lead nuclear research, development and de-
ployment laboratory. It also has emerged as a 
world leader in cybersecurity, keeping our crit-
ical infrastructure safe from those who would 
do us harm, and broader clean energy re-
search and development. 

One of INL’s crown jewels is the Advanced 
Test Reactor. This summer, we are cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of ATR, and rec-
ognizing that experiments conducted there 
have helped ensure our national security and 
advance knowledge about clean nuclear en-
ergy. 

Just as importantly, we also recognize that, 
with regular maintenance and upgrades, ATR 
will continue to be this nation’s test reactor of 
choice at least through 2050. 

What makes ATR so unique—and valu-
able—is its ingenious cloverleaf design, envi-
sioned by an engineer named Deslonde 
deBoisblanc on a lonely stretch of Highway 20 
in the Idaho desert more than a half century 
ago. 

deBoisblanc’s design resulted in a one-of-a- 
kind reactor that can house simultaneous ex-
periments under distinct temperatures, pres-
sures and irradiation conditions. That means, 
at the ATR complex, we can test materials for 
academia, industry and the U.S. Navy—all at 
the same time. The knowledge that our tal-
ented scientists, engineers and technicians 
pull out of this reactor is incredibly valuable. 

For example, when the Navy began sending 
fuel samples from its nuclear submarines to 
the INL site, that science was in its infancy. 
Eventually, nuclear fuel became more com-
plex. The Navy needed to test larger fuel ele-
ments, not just samples, and with the Cold 
War accelerating, it needed those test results 
more quickly. 

So, ATR was built, started up in 1967, and 
two years later brought to full power of 250 
Megawatts. The impact on America’s Nuclear 
Navy has been remarkable Early submarines 
had to be pulled out of duty every two years 
or so for expensive and time-consuming re-
fueling. Because of what we have learned 
from experiments at ATR, the reactor cores for 
the Navy’s newest submarines last for their 
entire lifetimes, more than 30 years. 

Idaho National Laboratory’s Advanced Test 
Reactor has saved taxpayers millions of dol-
lars and made our country safer and more se-
cure. That’s a testament not only to the facil-
ity—and deBoisblanc’s unique design—but 
also to generations of world-class scientists, 
engineers, technicians and mechanics who 
have kept the reactor functioning at the high-
est possible level these five decades. 

ATR has also played a central role in help-
ing sustain this nation’s current light-water nu-
clear reactor fleet, which produces 19 percent 
of America’s electricity and 63 percent of its 
carbon-free electricity. 

In 2007, ATR became a National Scientific 
User Facility. That allows our colleges and 
universities to run experiments at ATR, with 
the Department of Energy footing the bill. As 
a result, we have expanded knowledge about 
clean nuclear energy throughout the nation 
and built a foundation for the next generation 
of reactors, including small modular reactors, 
such as one that could begin producing power 
in the Idaho desert as soon as 2024. 

It is a great honor to congratulate INL on 
ATR’s 50th anniversary, acknowledge its dedi-
cated, talented and determined workforce, 
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from past and present, and look ahead to 
many more years of valuable service to our 
nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL STEPH-
ANIE A. SIDO OF THE UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Lieutenant Colonel Steph-
anie A. Sido of the United States Army for her 
extraordinary dedication to duty and service to 
our nation. 

Colonel Sido will soon transition from her 
current assignment as an Army Congressional 
Liaison in the House of Representatives to 
serve as the Troop Commander at Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center. Her new unit is the 
largest U.S. hospital outside the United States, 
and serves as the sole military medical center 
for Europe, Middle East and Africa to our 
Service Members, their families, and coalition 
and allies troops. 

A native of Grafton, Ohio, Stephanie began 
her military career when she was commis-
sioned in 1999 through the University of Ak-
ron’s Army ROTC Program as a Medical Serv-
ice Corps Officer. Since that time she has 
served at all leadership levels from platoon 
leader to company commander. Stephanie 
also honorably served in multiple staff posi-
tions in combat, including two deployments to 
Afghanistan. She is married to Edward, a U.S. 
Army veteran and the proud mother to their 
son Patrick. 

In 2016, Colonel Sido was selected to serve 
as Legislative Liaison to the Army House Liai-
son Office. In her role as a legislative liaison, 
Colonel Sido served as the primary liaison be-
tween Members of the 114th and 115th Con-
gresses, their Staffs, Legislative Committees, 
and the U.S. Army. In this role, she planned, 
coordinated, and accompanied Congressional 
and Staff Delegations on numerous worldwide 
fact-finding and investigative missions, and 
strengthened the relationships and trust need-
ed to continue the longstanding confidence the 
U.S. Congress has in the U.S. Army. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
selfless service of Lieutenant Colonel Steph-
anie A. Sido and her family as they proceed 
to the next chapter in her remarkable career 
and continue to serve our great nation. 
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INTRODUCTION OF OVERSEAS 
AMERICANS FINANCIAL ACCESS 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce the Overseas 
Americans Financial Access Act on behalf of 
the estimated 6–8 million American citizens 
living and working abroad. This bill would 
amend the Foreign Account Tax Compliance 

Act (FATCA) to address the unintended con-
sequences it imposes on American citizens 
overseas that make it more difficult to access 
basic banking products and services in their 
country of residence. 

As co-chair of the Americans Abroad Cau-
cus, for years I have heard reports from con-
stituents overseas detailing how FATCA’s ex-
pensive and duplicative reporting requirements 
have led foreign financial institutions to deny 
basic banking services to American citizens. 
Some Foreign Financial Institutions have sim-
ply closed accounts or refused to open new 
ones for U.S. citizens in order to minimize 
their exposure to FATCA reporting require-
ments, withholding fees and potential pen-
alties. This practice leaves law-abiding Amer-
ican citizens without access to everyday finan-
cial tools such as mortgages, bank accounts, 
insurance policies and pension funds—all of 
which are critical services regardless of place 
of residence. 

While I recognize the difficult job of the 
Treasury Department to make sure American 
money around the world remains compliant 
with the U.S. tax code, the current FATCA re-
porting procedures subject ordinary Americans 
to the same scrutiny as criminal tax evaders 
and money launderers. Revision of these re-
porting policies is necessary to ensure that 
Americans remain competitive in international 
business and continue to contribute to econo-
mies here in the U.S. and around the world. 
Unfortunately, some have resorted to renounc-
ing their American citizenship in response. It is 
now time to act and provide relief. 

The IRS Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) 
has recognized this problem and on April 13, 
2015, issued a recommendation that the IRS 
exclude from FATCA reporting financial ac-
counts maintained by a financial institution in 
the country in which the U.S. citizen is a bona 
fide resident. To date, no action has been 
taken to institute such a policy to alleviate the 
burden on overseas Americans as a result of 
FATCA. That is why I am proud to introduce 
the Overseas Americans Financial Access Act 
which would implement TAS’s recommenda-
tion and exempt Americans from FATCA re-
porting if their accounts are held in the same 
country where they are a bona fide resident. 

As Members of Congress, it is our duty to 
represent our constituents’ best interests 
whether they live in the United States or over-
seas. I urge my colleagues to support this bill 
so that we may fulfill this duty and grant our 
overseas constituents the relief they need. 
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HONORING WILLIE WRIGHT, SR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the legacy of Mr. 
Willie Wright, Sr. 

Mr. Wright, Sr. was born to the union of 
George Moses Wright and Fannie Cowan 
Wright. This union was blessed with five beau-
tiful children. All of his siblings preceded him 
in death years ago in New York and Alabama, 
but God saw fit to leave the baby, ‘‘Willie’’ in 
Rural Holmes County, Mississippi for eighty- 
two years. 

As a child, Willie confessed Christ as his 
personal savior and united with the Popular 

Springs C.M.E. Church. Later, he moved to 
the Lebanon Community and united with the 
Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church under the 
leadership of Rev. A. Barron. 

During the winter season, Mr. Wright, Sr. 
married Claudie Mae Ware on November 13, 
1954. This union was blessed with six chil-
dren. Willie wanted his children to leave no 
task incomplete and often uttered these words 
to his children: ‘‘Don’t ever stop anything you 
start. If you don’t plan to finish it, don’t start 
it.’’ 

Mr. Wright, Sr. was married with a seventh 
grade education but went back to school in 
1969 to complete his education at Saints In-
dustry in the Migrant Farm/Manpower School 
under the direction of Dr. Arenia C. Mallory. 
Mr. Wright, Sr. put his six children through 
their college education. 

In 1962, Mr. Wright went to work at the 
Charcoal Plant in Lexington, MS. In 1968, he 
began his employment with the Holmes Coun-
ty School Bus Garage as a Mechanic and 
continued his employment with the District 
until his retirement in 2008; an inspiring forty 
year career. 

Mr. Wright made free standing metal toys as 
a hobby that gain bragging rights with all of 
his co-workers, family and all who saw them. 
He designed an Electric Chair at the Holmes 
County Bus Garage and enjoyed plugging it 
up for all of his friends. Willie and all of his 
brothers were Blues guitarist and included 
their dance moves for audiences to enjoy. Al-
though his favorite musical instrument was the 
harmonica, he was a master of them all. 

Mr. Willie Wright, Sr. will be truly missed 
and his legacy will continue in the heart of 
those he left behind: a devoted wife of sixty- 
two years, Claudie Mae; 6 children: Artha Earl, 
Robert Lee, Earline (James Zachary), Willie, 
Jr., Brinda and Charlie Edward; 11 Grand-
children: Sammie, Tonya (Jeremy), Stephanie 
(Jimmie), Robert, Jr., Alvia (Christopher), 
Aries, Robbie (Sha’marcus), Chauntrell, 
Jamie, Marcus and Charlie Martez; 7 Great- 
Grands, 1 sister-in-law, 6 brothers-in-law, nu-
merous nieces, nephews and loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the legacy of Mr. Willie Wright, 
Sr. for his dedication to the community, friends 
and his family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER JOHN J. PARMA 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the service of Lieu-
tenant Commander John J. Parma, who will 
retire from the United States Navy this month 
after 21 years of distinguished and faithful 
service to our nation. 

Since graduating from class 214 of Basic 
Underwater Demolition/SEAL training, LCDR 
Parma has participated in numerous combat 
missions around the world. His service has 
taken him from West Africa to Bosnia. Addi-
tionally, he has executed many combat special 
reconnaissance missions behind enemy lines 
in Afghanistan and sensitive site exploitations 
in Iraq, which have earned him numerous 
awards and accolades. 
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