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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MESSER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 25, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable LUKE
MESSER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

WISHING ARNOLD HIGH SCHOOL
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT STU-
DENTS GOOD LUCK ON UPCOM-
ING ADVANCED PLACEMENT
EXAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DUNN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to wish Mr. Ryan Ziem’s American
Government students at Arnold High
School the very best luck in their up-
coming advanced placement exam. I
visited these students last fall, and I
was impressed by their articulate ques-
tions and commitment to under-
standing our system of government.

Of course, understanding our system
of government means understanding
the U.S. Constitution. It is the greatest
gift left to us by the Founders, and it
has stood the test of time.

The success of the Constitution is
due to its carefully designed system of
checks and balances. By separating the
powers of government into separate
but equal branches and guaranteeing
individual rights, the Constitution has
been, as James Madison suggested,
‘“‘the guardian of true liberty.”

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wish-
ing these bright young students good
luck on their AP exam and in their col-
lege applications.

———

CONFRONTING TRUMP ON ANTI-
SCIENCE AGENDA AND TAXES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, last
Saturday was Earth Day, and tens of
thousands, hundreds of thousands, mil-
lions of people across this country had
to march in favor of science because,
not since Galileo was condemned by
the Inquisition for asserting that the
Earth orbits the Sun, not since Galileo
was condemned by the Inquisition have
science deniers had such powerful
friends.

Our species went 1,000 years without
science. We call those years, in retro-
spect, the Dark Ages. My time in this
Congress has convinced me that we
should be guided by scientific con-
sensus, by scientific facts, not alter-
native facts.

Scientific fact: Climate change is
real and predominantly man-made, and
if we don’t reduce our emission of
greenhouse gasses, then we are going
to lose our ports, our beaches, our
health, and entire countries like the
Maldives.

Another scientific fact: Donald
Trump can’t stop global warming just

by emitting an unprecedented volume
of hot air.

Now, a week earlier we had tax day,
and millions of Americans across this
country, including in Los Angeles,
needed to demonstrate to try to get
Donald Trump to reveal his tax re-
turns. Every President since Richard
Nixon has released their tax returns.
Donald Trump told us in May of 2014: If
I decide to run for office, I will produce
my tax returns. And he said it again a
year later. And then he said it during
the Republican debate in 2016. He said:
Oh, I will release my tax returns, but
they are under audit.

Well, according to Donald Trump, his
2011 and 2012 returns aren’t under
audit. He ought to release those. But
he ought to release all of his tax re-
turns. And this idea that they are
under audit is absolutely absurd.

The IRS has made it clear: Any tax-
payer can release their tax return,
whether they are under audit or not,
and everyone in the tax world—I head-
ed the second largest tax agency in this
country for several years, I am a CPA—
knows that you can release your tax
returns whether you are under audit or
not.

Now, I understand that you don’t
want to release information to your ad-
versary, and if you are being audited,
the IRS is your adversary. But Donald
Trump knows that the IRS already has
his tax returns, so who is the adversary
from which Donald Trump is with-
holding information? The American
people are the adversary that cannot
see his tax return that the IRS already
has.

But it is not enough to just see Don-
ald Trump’s Form 1040, because he tells
us that he has 532 private businesses,
secret businesses in the sense that they
do not report their financial informa-
tion to the SEC, over 532 of those busi-
ness entity investments. We need to
see the tax returns of every business
entity that Trump controls. Over 100 of
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