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This is a clear reminder of the sac-

rifices that our men and women in law 
enforcement make every day as they 
put their lives on the line to maintain 
safe communities for us and our loved 
ones. We must do all we can to support 
these brave men and women and their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
resolution, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 35 author-
izes use of the Capitol Grounds for the 
annual National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service on May 15 and a National 
Honor Guard and Pipe Band Exhi-
bition. Both events will be coordinated 
with the Architect of the Capitol and 
the Capitol Police. 

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial will honor the 144 law enforcement 
officers killed in the line of duty in 
2016. In addition, the memorial event 
will honor 70 police officers who died 
from cancer related to 9/11 and 30 offi-
cers who died within the past 5 years 
who were not previously honored. 

Eight of those officers this year hail 
from my home State of Georgia. I offer 
the deepest condolences to the families 
of those officers who have had to en-
dure the tragedy of losing a loved one 
who volunteered to protect my fellow 
Georgians. 

I have deep appreciation for the fall-
en officers and the ultimate sacrifice 
that they have made on behalf of their 
local communities. I support this reso-
lution and urge Members to join me in 
supporting this tribute to law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of 
duty in the year 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 35. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL 
GROUNDS FOR GREATER WASH-
INGTON SOAP BOX DERBY 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 36) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol 
Grounds for the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 36 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 

SECTION 1. USE OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR 
SOAP BOX DERBY RACES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby Association (in this resolu-
tion referred to as the ‘‘sponsor’’) shall be 
permitted to sponsor a public event, soap box 
derby races (in this resolution referred to as 
the ‘‘event’’), on the Capitol Grounds. 

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be 
held on June 17, 2017, or on such other date 
as the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration of the Senate jointly designate. 
SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be 
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol 
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall 
be— 

(1) free of admission charge and open to the 
public; and 

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs 
of Congress. 

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all 
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event. 
SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS. 

Subject to the approval of the Architect of 
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to 
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage, 
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event. 
SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make 
such additional arrangements as may be re-
quired to carry out the event. 
SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, with respect to the event. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H. Con. 
Res. 36. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

H. Con. Res. 36 authorizes the use of 
the Capitol Grounds for the annual 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby in 
June. 

Since the first official All-American 
Soap Box Derby in 1934, the mission of 
the soapbox derby has been to build 
knowledge and character and to teach 
fair and honest competition. This tra-
dition also allows children to dem-
onstrate their dedication and cre-
ativity. 

Winners from this local competition 
will join those from other races, in-
cluding from my home State of Geor-

gia, in competing at the world cham-
pionship in Akron, Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
resolution, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I would like to, first of all, thank my 
good friend from Maryland, Represent-
ative STENY HOYER, for introducing 
this resolution on behalf of the entire 
Washington regional delegation. The 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby is 
an annual competitive event that en-
courages boys and girls, ages 9 through 
16, to construct and race their own 
soapbox vehicles. 

This Capitol Hill event has become a 
great tradition in Washington, D.C., in 
our metropolitan area over the last 20 
years. It provides a terrific opportunity 
for children to appreciate the work-
manship necessary to build the vehi-
cles and enjoy the thrill of competi-
tion. 

The Greater Washington Soap Box 
Derby organizers will work with the 
Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police to ensure the appropriate 
rules and regulations are in place and 
that the event remains free to the pub-
lic. 

I support this resolution, and I urge 
my colleagues to vote for this legisla-
tion. 

You know, the Washington Soap Box 
Derby was an event that was being held 
during the times that I was here in 
Washington, D.C., growing up. I was 
born and raised here in Washington, 
D.C. I left at the age of 17 to come to 
Georgia. When I got to Georgia, I fell 
in love with Georgia; and I have been 
there for the last 47 years or so, and it 
has been a good run for me. 

But I tell you, remembering those oc-
casions when the soapbox derby came 
to Washington, D.C., in my youth and 
going to watch the races, and, you 
know, it was really a joyful occasion, 
mass crowds gathered, people are root-
ing for their neighbors and their rel-
atives and their friends, and pretty 
soon everybody is rooting for every-
body. And to see the cars, the crafts-
manship that went into building those 
cars, it is really a joy. 

I haven’t been to a soapbox derby 
since those times, so I imagine the 
craftsmanship that is going into these 
vehicles now is probably astounding 
what these young people and their sup-
porters do in preparation for this soap-
box derby. But still, although the vehi-
cles have probably gotten more sophis-
ticated and the preparation has gotten 
more detailed, the aspiration of the 
soapbox derby remains the same, and 
that is for young people to challenge 
themselves to do something, get out of 
their comfort zone, construct some-
thing, build something, then watch it 
actually move, and then even win the 
competition. So it is a great thrill, I 
am sure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I re-

serve the balance of my time. 
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER). 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Georgia for yield-
ing, and I thank the chairman for 
bringing this resolution to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, as I was sitting here lis-
tening to Congressman JOHNSON, I got 
so inspired that I just want to go out 
and jump in a soapbox or jump on a 
soapbox to give my talk. 

I have been at this for a very long pe-
riod of time. The soapbox derby has 
been going on for 76 years; 36 of those 
years, I had the great privilege of serv-
ing in this body. I rise each year to 
sponsor the resolution allowing the 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby 
Association to hold its annual race on 
the Capitol Grounds. It is appropriate, 
I think, that it is here at the Capitol. 
The inspiration of the Capitol, the in-
spiration of the dome, the inspiration 
and excitement of which Congressman 
JOHNSON just spoke, I think, captures 
the sense of what ‘‘soapbox derby’’ 
means. 

This year marks, as I said, the 76th 
year of the derby, Mr. Speaker, at 
which young people from around the 
region, from age 8 all the way to age 17, 
compete in three divisions. Those divi-
sions are stock, super stock, and mas-
ters. So you are talking about these so-
phisticated soapboxes. They are not 
your father’s soapbox, that is for sure. 

It is not only a fun and exciting 
event, it is also educational and brings 
children together, young people to-
gether, young adults together with 
their parents, grandparents, siblings, 
and neighbors to plan and build their 
soapbox racers. 

You know, one of the things we need 
in America is more engineers. I am a 
lawyer. I don’t know that we need 
more lawyers. And we need doctors, of 
course, but people tell me, if we are 
going to make things in America, we 
need more engineers, people who work 
with their hands, people who create, 
people who design, and that is what 
this soapbox derby is about. 

Doing so, participating in this con-
test helps connect these young people 
with hands-on engineering and manu-
facturing lessons which promote great-
er interest in the STEM fields which 
we all talk about: science, technology, 
engineering, and math. This has been 
the case, Mr. Speaker, since the first 
soapbox derby in 1938, and this long 
tradition now continues in the 21st 
century. 

The winner in each division will then 
qualify to race against the regional 
champions from across the Nation 
later this year, at Derby Downs, at the 
All-American Soap Box Derby in 
Akron, Ohio. 

This year, the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby will be held on June 
17, Mr. Speaker. The derby has been 
called ‘‘the greatest amateur racing 
event in the world.’’ I don’t know 
whether it is the greatest, but it is cer-

tainly one of the great contests in the 
world and teaches participating youth 
about fortitude, about leadership, 
about engineering, sportsmanship, and 
pride of achievement. 
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In addition to bringing families to-
gether, the Soap Box Derby brings 
communities closer together, Mr. 
Speaker. Many of the races are spon-
sored and cheered by their local civic 
groups, police, fire departments, and 
service organizations. 

I have been proud, as I said, Mr. 
Speaker, to sponsor this resolution for 
26 years, and I believe strongly in the 
importance of this tradition and am 
convinced of the very positive impact 
the Derby has on young people from 
my district who participate, around 
this region, and around the country. 

Maryland’s Fifth District, my dis-
trict, has been home to a number of 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby 
winners, including the winners from 
2007, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, and 2014. 

The Washington region is millions of 
people. My young people and their ad-
visers, otherwise may be called par-
ents, are doing pretty well in this, and 
we are proud of that. Our racers even 
won the national championship in 2007 
and 2008. 

I hope my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, 
will join me in supporting this resolu-
tion and thanking the organizers of the 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby. I 
hope they will also join me in con-
gratulating, in advance, all of the 
young people from the region who will 
be participating on June 17. 

I also want to thank my cosponsors: 
GERRY CONNOLLY, DON BEYER, JOHN 
DELANEY, JAMIE RASKIN, ANTHONY 
BROWN, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, and 
BARBARA COMSTOCK. This is a bipar-
tisan resolution. I am sure everybody 
will support it, and I am sure that the 
excitement of which Congressman 
JOHNSON spoke will be experienced by 
those young people as they race to-
wards victory. Whether they win the 
number one spot, they will be winners 
for having participated in this creative 
contest that makes them better people. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 36. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

R. JESS BROWN UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 455) to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 501 East 
Court Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
as the ‘‘R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 455 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
501 East Court Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘R. Jess Brown 
United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R. 455. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 455 would designate the United 

States courthouse located at 501 East 
Court Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
as the R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse. 

Mr. Brown, a native of Oklahoma, at-
tended Illinois State University, Indi-
ana University, and the Texas South-
ern University law school. 

In the 1960s, R. Jess Brown was one of 
only four African-American lawyers li-
censed to practice in Mississippi. In 
1962, Mr. Brown took on his most fa-
mous case, where he worked on behalf 
of James Meredith, an African-Amer-
ican student who sought enrollment at 
the University of Mississippi. Mr. 
Brown’s successful lawsuit broke the 
color barrier at the University of Mis-
sissippi and helped set the tone for fu-
ture litigation in the civil rights move-
ment. 

Although the Meredith case may be 
his most famous trial, Mr. Brown al-
ready had established a history of liti-
gating for civil rights stretching back 
to 1948, when he sued on behalf of 
Black teachers in Jackson, Mississippi, 
who sought salaries on par with their 
White colleagues. 

R. Jess Brown helped to break down 
barriers and set historical precedent 
that has shaped our Nation for the bet-
ter. It is only appropriate that we 
honor the work of Mr. Brown by nam-
ing this courthouse after him. 
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