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the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KATKO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 876, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

HOMELAND SECURITY FOR
CHILDREN ACT

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1372) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to ensure that the
needs of children are considered in
homeland security planning, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1372

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Homeland
Security for Children Act’.

SEC. 2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR STRATEGY, POLICY,
AND PLANS.

Paragraph (6) of section 709(c) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 349(c)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘, including feedback
from organizations representing the needs of
children,” after ‘‘stakeholder feedback”’.

SEC. 3. TECHNICAL EXPERT AUTHORIZED.

Paragraph (2) of section 503(b) of the Home-
land Security Act (6 U.S.C. 313(b)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (H), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

““(I) identify and integrate the needs of
children into activities to prepare for, pro-
tect against, respond to, recover from, and
mitigate against the risk of natural disas-
ters, acts of terrorism, and other manmade
disasters, including catastrophic incidents,
including by appointing a technical expert,
who may consult with relevant outside orga-
nizations and experts, as necessary, to co-
ordinate such integration, as necessary.”.
SEC. 4. REPORT.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act and annually
thereafter for five years, the Under Sec-
retary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans of the
Department of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a report de-
scribing the efforts the Department has un-
dertaken to review and incorporate feedback
from organizations representing the needs of
children into Department policy in accord-
ance with paragraph (6) of section 709(c) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as added
by section 2 of this Act), including informa-
tion on the following:

(1) The designation of any individual re-
sponsible for carrying out such paragraph
(6).
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(2) Any review, formal or informal, of De-
partment policies, programs, or activities to
assess the suitability of such policies, pro-
grams, or activities for children and where
feedback from organizations representing
the needs of children should be reviewed and
incorporated.

(3) Any review, change, modification, or
promulgation of Department policies, pro-
grams, or activities to ensure that such poli-
cies, programs, or activities are appropriate
for children.

(4) Coordination with organizations or ex-
perts outside the Department pursuant to
such paragraph (6) conducted to inform any
such review, change, modification, or pro-
mulgation of such policies, programs, or ac-
tivities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. DONOVAN) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1372, the Homeland Security for
Children Act.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau,
there are about 74 million children in
the United States, and while we are
constantly making progress to achieve
national resilience in the face of the
next emergency, we must continue to
ensure special consideration is made to
integrate emergency planning at the
Department of Homeland Security that
addresses the unique needs of children
when emergencies arise. I want to
thank Mr. PAYNE for introducing H.R.
1372, which will ensure such consider-
ation is made.

Recently, the Subcommittee on
Emergency Preparedness, Response,
and Communications held a series of
hearings focused on the progress and
the future of achieving national pre-
paredness in the face of events like
Hurricane Katrina and Superstorm
Sandy. Among the child safety efforts
made in the last 10 years, FEMA cre-
ated the National Emergency Child Lo-
cator Center within the National Cen-
ter for Missing & Exploited Children to
ensure the swift reunification of chil-
dren should a major emergency dis-
place communities.

Mr. Speaker, I know this personally,
having been an elected official on Stat-
en Island during the tragedy in lower
Manhattan in September of 2001. All
three bridges from Staten Island to
New Jersey were closed, the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge was closed, and ferry
service was stopped from Staten Island
to Manhattan. We had many of our
residents stuck at work in Manhattan.
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Their children were on Staten Island
and could not be reached when being
released from school.

I know Mr. PAYNE can comment on
this as well, but I just want to publicly
thank him, because I experienced that
myself.

The subcommittee heard from weath-
er-tested first responders who, among
other important issues, stressed the
importance of integrating the needs of
children into emergency planning, re-
minding us that, after all, children are
not just mini-adults.

While DHS and FEMA have taken
steps to elevate the safety of our most
important populations, DHS can still
do more to ensure Department policies,
programs, and activities to prepare for,
protect against, respond to, recover
from, and mitigate against disasters,
and also consider the needs of children
throughout our impacted communities.

By authorizing a children’s needs
technical expert at FEMA, as H.R. 1372
seeks to do, we can make certain that
the needs of children are integrated
into emergency preparedness, protec-
tion, response, recovery, and mitiga-
tion activities.

Further, H.R. 1372 will require DHS’s
Office of Strategy, Policy, and Plans to
appropriately consider the needs of
children throughout Departmental ac-
tivities and report such efforts to Con-
gress.

H.R. 1372 provides peace of mind that
the future of our most treasured assets,
our children, are safe in the face of
emergencies. Additionally, the Con-
gressional Budget Office estimates that
this legislation would not have a sig-
nificant impact on the Federal budget.

I want to thank Chairman SHUSTER
of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure and Chairman
BARLETTA of the Transportation and
Infrastructure’s Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Development, Public Buildings,
and Emergency Management for work-
ing with the Committee on Homeland
Security to see that this legislation re-
ceives timely consideration on the
House floor.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on
Emergency Preparedness, Response,
and Communications, I am committed
to ensuring FEMA has resources at its
disposal to meet its mission of safe-
guarding a more resilient nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my fellow
Members to join me in supporting this
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, March 10, 2017.
Hon. MICHAEL T. McCAUL,
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN McCAUL: I write con-
cerning H.R. 1372, the ‘‘Homeland Security
for Children Act.” This legislation includes
matters that fall within the Rule X jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

In order to expedite Floor consideration of
H.R. 1372, the Committee on Transportation
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and Infrastructure will forgo action on this
bill. However, this is conditional on our mu-
tual understanding that forgoing consider-
ation of the bill does not prejudice the Com-
mittee with respect to the appointment of
conferees or to any future jurisdictional
claim over the subject matters contained in
the bill or similar legislation that fall within
the Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction. I re-
quest you urge the Speaker to name mem-
bers of the Committee to any conference
committee named to consider such provi-
sions.

Please place a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging our jurisdictional
interest in the Congressional Record during
House Floor consideration of the bill. I look
forward to working with the Committee on
Homeland Security as the bill moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
BILL SHUSTER,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, March 16, 2017.
Hon. BILL SHUSTER,
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 1372, the ‘Home-
land Security for Children Act’. I appreciate
your support in bringing this legislation be-
fore the House of Representatives, and ac-
cordingly, understand that the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure will
waive further consideration of the bill.

The Committee on Homeland Security con-
curs with the mutual understanding that by
foregoing a action on this bill at this time,
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure does not waive any jurisdiction
over the subject matter contained in this bill
or similar legislation in the future. In addi-
tion, should a conference on this bill be nec-
essary, I would support your request to have
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure represented on the conference
committee.

I will insert copies of this exchange in the
Congressional Record during consideration
of this bill on the House floor, I thank you
for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman,
Committee on Homeland Security.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 1372, the Homeland Security for
Children Act.

Mr. Speaker, children are not tiny
adults, as was stated, but too often
that is how the Federal policy treats
them when there is not a deliberate ef-
fort to do otherwise.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, through its components, interacts
with children regularly, and its policies
have a direct impact on them. That is
why I introduced H.R. 1372, the Home-
land Security for Children Act.

H.R. 1372 would make integrating the
unique needs of children a priority at
the Department of Homeland Security.
The bill directs the DHS Under Sec-
retary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans
to solicit and incorporate feedback
from children’s organizations into De-
partment-wide policies and activities.

Additionally, H.R. 1372 would for-
mally authorize the existing children’s
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technical expert position at the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency.
The position was established by former
Administrator Fugate in response to a
March 2015 recommendation by the
FEMA National Advisory Council.

At the time, the National Advisory
Council had concluded that FEMA had
made progress integrating the unique
needs of children into disaster plans
since Hurricane Katrina, despite the
fact that it did not have a technical
lead to emphasize and address chil-
dren’s issues. As a result, State and
local governments and emergency
managers were unaware of guidance re-
lated to children’s needs at the State
and local level, leaving children wvul-
nerable.

According to Save the Children, 80
percent of the National Commission on
Children and Disasters’ recommenda-
tions from 2010 still remain open.
Whatever progress has been made in in-
tegrating the needs of children in dis-
asters, it is clear there is still work left
to be done.

H.R. 1372 will ensure FEMA and DHS
has the expertise necessary to do its
part to ensure the unique needs of chil-
dren are integrated into relevant ac-
tivities, plans, and policies.

The legislation has been endorsed by
Save the Children, and former Admin-
istrator Fugate has said he supports ef-
forts to authorize the children’s needs
technical expert at FEMA.

Mr. Speaker, the Homeland Security
for Children Act is commonsense, bi-
partisan legislation that will ensure
that the needs of the most vulnerable
among us are adequately integrated
into homeland security and disaster
policies planning.

I would like to just state, Mr. Speak-
er, that this bill has been a long time
coming. I was just reminded of its im-
portance by a program that I watched
on television the other day about the
tornadoes in Oklahoma, where we lost
7 children in a school building that fell.
It showed the disarray in the rest of
the parents being able to be reunited
with their children. This is a timely
bill.

Before I yield back, I would like to
thank Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee Chairman SHUSTER
and Ranking Member DEFAZIO for
agreeing to exchange letters to expe-
dite consideration of H.R. 1372 on the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I once
again urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 1372, as amended, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
DONOVAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1372, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
O 1730

U.S. WANTS TO COMPETE FOR A
WORLD EXPO ACT

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 534) to require the
Secretary of State to take such actions
as may be necessary for the United
States to rejoin the Bureau of Inter-
national Expositions, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 534

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “U.S. Wants
to Compete for a World Expo Act”’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Bureau of International Expo-
sitions (BIE) is the organization responsible
for governing World Fairs and International
Expositions.

(2) Section 1(a) of Public Law 91-269 (22
U.S.C. 2801(a)) found that ‘‘international ex-
positions . . . have a significant impact on
the economic growth of the region sur-
rounding the exposition and . . . are impor-
tant instruments of national policy’’.

(3) The United States has not been an ac-
tive member of the BIE since 2001.

(4) State and local governments and pri-
vate entities in the United States have con-
tinued to participate in international expo-
sitions held in foreign countries as a means
of promoting United States exports and cre-
ating jobs, but face significantly higher costs
for such participation because the United
States is not an active member.

(5) State and local governments and pri-
vate entities in the United States have ex-
pressed interest in an international expo-
sition being hosted in the United States, but
the bid of a United States city, region, or
State to host an international exposition is
unlikely to be successful if the United States
is not a member of the BIE.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United States should rejoin the BIE
immediately to promote domestic job cre-
ation, global branding, and tourism to the
United States;

(2) the Secretary of State, in partnership
with the Secretary of Commerce, State and
local governments, and private and non-prof-
it entities, should take all necessary steps to
facilitate the timely submission of a request
to rejoin the BIE; and

(3) funding for the participation of the
United States in international expositions or
other events facilitated by the BIE should
continue to be privately solicited and
sourced, in accordance with existing law.
SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State is
authorized to take such actions as the Sec-
retary determines necessary for the United
States to rejoin and maintain membership in
the BIE.

(b) AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT PRIVATE CON-
TRIBUTIONS.—In addition to funds otherwise
available to the Secretary to carry out this
section, the Secretary is authorized to ac-
cept contributions for such purpose.
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