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Federal Employee Retroactive
Fairness Act.

This bill is unusual. Usually you do
everything you can when you introduce
a bill to get it passed. You work hard
to get it written into law. But this bill,
I will do everything I can to prevent it
from being considered because, if it be-
comes law, it means that Congress has
failed and we have shut down our gov-
ernment.

Republicans hold the White House
and both Chambers of the Congress, so
what happens next is up to them. I
hope my friends here will have nothing
to do with the White House plan to
hold hostage the budget agreement and
payments to stabilize health insurance
rates. I urge my colleagues to act
swiftly and responsibly to work out a
bipartisan funding bill and avoid a gov-
ernment shutdown.

———

ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE FUNDING
CUTS

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
on behalf of communities across Michi-
gan’s First District that depend on Es-
sential Air Service funding for indus-
try, mobility, and economic success. I
believe that, when it comes to pro-
tecting taxpayer dollars, we as Con-
gress have a fiduciary responsibility to
the American people. We owe it to
them to evaluate what is working and
what isn’t and make the appropriate
adjustments.

The Essential Air Service program is
a great example of a program that is
working, and I am proud to support it.
EAS grants make it possible for 8 of
the 10 airports in Michigan’s First Dis-
trict to provide reliable air services,
promote economic stability and job
growth, and support a healthy tourism
industry in the Upper Peninsula and
throughout northern Michigan.

The benefits that this program pro-
vides to small towns and cities in
Michigan and across the United States
are well worth the investment, and I
look forward to working with my col-
leagues in Congress to ensure full Hs-
sential Air Service funding.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF SHARON
GIESE

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the life of Sharon
Giese. Sharon passed away unexpect-
edly in Arizona last week, a few short
days after the death of her husband,
Burt.

Sharon was a respected, admired, and
cherished member of our community.
She had a long history of promoting
conservative principles, and everyone
she touched will miss her steady voice.
Sharon Giese was a steadfast icon of
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the conservative movement in Arizona
and a former Republican National
Committeewoman.

Mr. Speaker, I pray that the family
of Burt and Sharon will receive peace
in remembering their lives of purpose
and distinction. These two individuals
made a difference for Arizona and for
the causes they dedicated themselves
to. Burt and Sharon left behind a won-
derful legacy for their family, commu-
nity, church, and State.

Like Sharon, we do not have knowl-
edge of the moment of our life’s final
breath, but we are exhorted to run with
endurance the race that is set before
us. Sharon Giese ran her race with an
abundance of endurance and inspired
countless individuals around her. Her
example will be celebrated and her loss
mourned.

———

AUTISM SPEAKS OUT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to recognize the beginning of
World Autism Month. I am wearing
this blue pin to raise awareness for
those impacted by autism around the
country.

There are over 70 million people with
autism worldwide, with more children
diagnosed each year than with AIDS,
diabetes, and cancer combined. This
disease impairs the ability for folks to
communicate and socialize. This April,
it is my goal to join forces with my
House colleagues to recognize what has
become the fastest growing serious de-
velopmental disorder in the TUnited
States, one that early intervention can
greatly help.

On average, having a child with au-
tism costs a family $60,000 per year, an
expense that many families cannot af-
ford but are left with no choice.
School-based services provide vital
education and developmental tools for
children with autism, but what hap-
pens when the schooldays are over?
Once a child with autism reaches the
age of 18, many families face a services
cliff. They are no longer able to access
the care they need.

As we work to reform health care in
this 1156th Congress, we must ensure
that individuals have access to the af-
fordable treatment they need and im-
prove the outcomes for youth who are
transitioning out of the school system
as well. Go to autismspeaks.org, and
let’s deal with and work for quality of
life improvements for these folks. I
urge my House and Senate colleagues
to do the same.

———

MAKE IT IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FI1TZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, the
good news is this will probably be
about 15—maybe 20—minutes, but it is
a subject that is very, very important
to all of us.

Actually, I am going to start on a
slightly different subject, and that is
what is wrong with this picture. A mas-
ter sergeant at one of the air bases in
the United States who has served for
some almost 30 years, married the last
18 years to a young woman with three
children. She attempted to return from
deployment in the United Kingdom,
had her passport removed, and she was
deported to Mexico. Her children are in
the United States. She served for 18
years alongside her husband as he built
and maintained America’s fleet of spy
planes.

What is wrong with this picture,
America, that a wife of a servicemem-
ber who served for 18 years alongside
her husband, a master sergeant, cannot
come back into the United States be-
cause of an error that was made years
and years ago?

We are going to follow this up. When
our generals talk about taking care of
their troops, may I suggest they also
take care of their spouses. We have got
work to do here.

But the subject matter for tonight is
a little different, although that issue is
much on my mind. Some of you may
have seen this on the news a month and
a half ago. That is the Oroville Dam
spillway. A maintenance problem not
paid attention to over the years re-
sulted in a massive failure of the spill-
way and put 188,000 of my constituents
and Mr. LAMALFA’s constituents at
risk.

This is the Interstate 5 bridge in
Washington State connecting the
United States to Canada. It collapsed.
We could put up pictures of other
bridges in Minnesota, et cetera. What
we are talking about tonight is infra-
structure, not just about infrastruc-
ture. The President wants a trillion-
dollar infrastructure program, and we
await his proposal. It would be good.
We would put millions of Americans to
work if we were to have that infra-
structure program.

But there is more to it than just in-
frastructure. In the last 5-year trans-
portation bill, I was successful in work-
ing with other Members here to insert
into that bill that at least 70 percent of
the value in our transit systems be
American made. So tonight’s subject
matter is really about the failing infra-
structure, but it is also about making
it in America.

This is a subject matter that, for 7
years, I have talked about on the floor
here: Make It In America. Our Presi-
dent wants to talk about this and, in
fact, recently issued an executive order
that says we ought to make it in Amer-
ica. He instructed his administration,
as few as they are, to make sure that,
in every effort, the Buy American pro-
visions be honored. That has not been
the case in the past. What we need to
do is make certain that we make it in
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