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In the Pacific, China continued to ad-

vance its regional dominance by mak-
ing claims to islands disputed by our 
allies, going so far as to convert sand 
bars and reefs into island military 
bases—some with 10,000-foot military- 
capable runways right there in the 
South China Sea. 

Finally, North Korea continues to de-
velop and test its nuclear and ballistic 
missile capabilities with the threat of 
soon being able to use both to reach 
the continental United States. North 
Korea carried out four nuclear tests 
during the Obama administration. 
That is simply unacceptable. 

The truth is, after two terms of inac-
tion, no coherent strategy, and leading 
from behind, our allies and partners 
around the world questioned the com-
mitment and power of the United 
States and our ability to defend our na-
tional interests around the globe. 

I, personally, am thankful for what 
we have seen President Trump accom-
plish so far, even in a short period of 
time. His tough but honest discussions 
about America’s role in the world are 
appreciated not only by those of us 
here at home but by our allies and 
friends around the world who have been 
hungry for American leadership. 

When Assad crossed a line the entire 
international community deemed ab-
horrent, President Trump, unlike 
President Obama, took action. Unfor-
tunately, President Trump has inher-
ited foreign policy predicaments that 
were created by both the action and in-
action of his predecessor around the 
world. My hope is, President Trump 
will continue to work with the great 
team he has assembled to make sure 
U.S. interests are put first and that 
America continues to exert its leader-
ship role around the world. 

The truth is, a strong America and 
an America that leads is a stabilizing 
and peacekeeping influence around the 
world. Just the opposite is also true. As 
America retreats, there is no other 
country that can fill that leadership 
vacuum. It is inherently destabilizing, 
and it is an invitation for bad actors 
around the world to take advantage of 
that power vacuum. 

I look forward to working with the 
administration, as well as all of our 
colleagues in the Congress, to help 
keep Americans safe by making clear 
that we will back up and support our 
allies and partners abroad and send a 
powerful message to those who threat-
en our interests. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
support Mr. Rosenstein’s nomination 

to be Deputy Attorney General. Not 
only is he a very experienced and ac-
complished attorney, he has served in 
the Justice Department for almost 
three decades under five Presidents, 
but he served as the U.S. Attorney for 
the District of Maryland under both 
President Bush and President Obama— 
a very rare record of service. During 
his nominations hearing to be Deputy 
Attorney General, Mr. Rosenstein 
promised us that he would ‘‘work to de-
fend the integrity and independence of 
our justice department, to protect pub-
lic safety, to preserve civil rights, to 
pursue justice, to advance the rule of 
law and to promote public confidence.’’ 

However, many Members have men-
tioned they are concerned about the 
FBI Director’s announcement of an in-
vestigation of Russia. And during his 
nominations hearing, Mr. Rosenstein 
was repeatedly asked if he would com-
mit to appointing a special counsel to 
handle any investigation in this mat-
ter. I was impressed with his unfailing 
commitment to independence when he 
answered these questions. 

Rather than prejudge investigations 
before he knows the facts, he 
unwaveringly promised to make deci-
sions only after thoroughly reviewing 
all the relevant information in a par-
ticular case. He committed to not pre-
judge the situation before he knew the 
facts. And he committed to conducting 
every investigation with independence. 

I personally believe Mr. Rosenstein 
possesses the necessary independence 
to conduct any investigation of this 
type. He told us he had never met with 
Russian officials nor has he spoken to 
the President or Attorney General 
about this matter. And he spoke in 
great length about his career-long com-
mitment to independence and to con-
duct his work free from political con-
cerns. 

In fact, we already know that he has 
a well-known reputation for independ-
ence. In 2012, Attorney General Holder 
specifically asked Mr. Rosenstein to 
handle a special investigation into 
leaks of classified information because 
of his reputation for independence and 
impartiality. 

When Republicans suggested a spe-
cial prosecutor might be appropriate, 
members of the Judiciary Committee 
assured us that none was necessary 
precisely because Mr. Rosenstein was 
at the helm of the investigation. One 
member of the Committee described 
him as a ‘‘scrupulous man’’ and ‘‘inde-
pendent.’’ There was ‘‘no reason to be-
lieve why [he] cannot work with the 
FBI and assemble a very strong pros-
ecution team where warranted.’’ 

Mr. Rosenstein is still scrupulous and 
independent. If Mr. Rosenstein could 
conduct an investigation with inde-
pendence under Holder then, he can 
certainly do it now. Furthermore, Mr. 
Rosenstein comes with high rec-
ommendations from a bipartisan list of 
former Attorneys General and Deputy 
Attorneys General. And he comes with 
high recommendations from his home 
state Senators, current and former. 

Former Senator Mikulski wrote the 
committee and told us that he will be 
a ‘‘strong, experienced leader at the 
Department of Justice who is fair and 
committed to the equal application of 
our laws’’ and ‘‘In these polarized 
times, now, more than ever we need a 
strong, experienced leader at the De-
partment of Justice who is fair and 
committed to the equal application of 
our laws. I hope the Senate will con-
firm Rod Rosenstein for this important 
position.’’ 

After Senator CARDIN described all 
Mr. Rosenstein’s professional accom-
plishments when he was introducing 
him at the hearing, he said, ‘‘What im-
presses me the most, he has done this 
in a totally non-partisan manner.’’ And 
concluded by saying, ‘‘I think Mr. 
Rosenstein is the right person at the 
right time for Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral.’’ 

Finally, James Cole, President 
Obama’s Deputy Attorney General, 
wrote to inform the committee that 
Mr. Rosenstein will respect the need 
for the Department ‘‘to not only en-
force the laws, but to also maintain a 
level of independence that enables it to 
have credibility in the eyes of our citi-
zens.’’ 

From all I see and know about him, 
I believe Mr. Rosenstein will keep his 
promise for integrity and independ-
ence. He promised us if he is confirmed 
as Deputy Attorney General, ‘‘all in-
vestigations under my supervision 
[will] be initiated and conducted in a 
fair, professional, and impartial man-
ner, without regard to political consid-
erations.’’ We can’t ask for anything 
more. I urge all my colleagues to join 
me in voting to confirm Mr. Rosenstein 
to be Deputy Attorney General. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that all time 
postcloture on the Rosenstein nomina-
tion expire at 5 p.m. today and that, if 
confirmed, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action 
and the Senate resume consideration of 
the Acosta nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN). 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

HONORING NEBRASKA’S SOLDIERS WHO LOST 
THEIR LIVES IN COMBAT 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to remember another of Nebras-
ka’s fallen heroes—those young men 
and women who have given their lives 
defending our freedom in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. They all have different sto-
ries. Their families all have the same 
request: Remember their sacrifice. By 
telling the stories of these heroes here 
on the Senate floor, we honor the re-
quest of these Gold Star families. 

SPECIALIST WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ BAILEY 
Today, Mr. President, I honor the life 

and service of William ‘‘Bill’’ Bailey of 
Bellevue, NE. Now, the name ‘‘Wil-
liam’’ comes from old German. It 
means ‘‘determined protector’’. Bill 
Bailey lived up to his name. His moth-
er Margaret says he was a born pro-
tector. When Bill was very young, he 
lost his father to a car accident. Mar-
garet recalls how Bill embraced his 
younger sister Jessy just after her 
birth. The word came to her at once: 
protective. 

As he grew, Bill naturally looked to 
protect those outside his family too. 
Ron Budwig was matched with Bill 
through the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
program. 

Ron recalled a simple but profound 
example of Bill looking out for Ron’s 
family. Ron’s mother was running late 
to one of the program’s activities, and, 
meanwhile, the parking lot was filling 
up. Bill went and stood in a parking 
space, keeping it open until Ron’s 
mother could come. It was a simple 
act, but it said a lot. 

Bill attended Bellevue East, where 
the call to protect his country prompt-
ed him to enlist in the Nebraska Army 
National Guard in 1995. After grad-
uating from high school in 1996, he 
served out his enlistment with distinc-
tion. 

A few years later, in December 2000, 
Bill met Deanna, whom everyone calls 
Dee. She was a bank teller at Wells 
Fargo. He drove an armored truck. 
They met through a service window. 
Now, Bill had left the service in 2001 
when his enlistment ended. After 9/11, 
he felt the call to serve his country 
again—but first things first. Bill and 
Dee married in 2004. Dee’s children, 
Cody and Maquala, took immediately 
to Bill and his children, Catlynn and 
Billy. Logan soon followed. 

As you can expect, Bill’s protective 
nature made him a great father. It also 
made him a great firefighter. Extend-
ing his protection beyond his family 
once again, he joined the Bellevue Vol-
unteer Fire Department. He was a nat-
ural fit. Whether there or working as a 
life flight dispatcher, Bill worked to 
keep Bellevue safe. 

That deep desire to serve his country 
continued to tug at him. In 2005, Bill 
reenlisted in the Nebraska Army Na-
tional Guard. Originally assigned to 

the 600th Transportation Company, he 
transferred to the 755th Chemical Com-
pany. Why the transfer? Because he 
learned the 755th would soon deploy. In 
late 2006 it did. Bill Bailey went with 
it. The 755th Chemical Company was 
assigned to provide security escorts for 
truck convoys operating out of the 
Balad Air Base in Iraq. Iraq at this 
time was increasingly unstable. It was 
dangerous, but Bill’s good nature made 
it bearable. 

SGT Timothy Ossowski remembers 
SPC Bill Bailey fondly: ‘‘When I be-
came his team leader, I thought I had 
struck the jackpot.’’ By 2007, the insur-
gency in Iraq had erupted to new levels 
of violence. Increased American forces 
sought to seek out and destroy the al- 
Qaida network. Casualties ran high. 

Despite the high operations tempo, 
Bill and Dee communicated almost 
every day through phone calls or texts. 
On May 24, they were able to talk by 
phone. In typical fashion, Bill men-
tioned he was excited to finish his dull 
watchtower duty and start a new secu-
rity escort mission the next day. Bill 
was also excited for his upcoming leave 
in June, when the Bailey family 
planned to celebrate Bill’s birthday. 

The next day, May 25, 2007, Bill took 
part in that security escort mission. 
During it, his vehicle struck an impro-
vised explosive device. Three Nebraska 
Army National Guard soldiers were 
wounded, and Bill Bailey was killed. 

More than 1,000 people gathered in 
Bellevue to remember Bill. A Patriot 
Guard of more than 100 flag-flying mo-
torcycles accompanied his funeral pro-
cession. Specialist Bailey earned sev-
eral military awards, including the 
Purple Heart, the Bronze Star, the 
Iraqi Campaign Medal, and the Combat 
Action Badge. Bill’s brother-in-law, 
Damian Kuzeppa, summarized Bill’s 
life: 

Bill was a wonderful husband, brother, son, 
father. He dedicated quite a bit of his life to 
helping other people. He was definitely a go- 
doer. He will definitely be missed. 

William Bailey is survived by his 
mother Margaret, his wife Deanna, and 
their children, Cody, Maquala, 
Catlynn, Billy, and Logan. Bill Bailey 
is a true Nebraska hero. I am honored 
to tell his story. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Delaware. 
BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to be able to serve with the 
Presiding Officer on the Committee on 
Homeland Security. Part of our respon-
sibilities on homeland security is to 
make sure, to the extent that we can, 
that our borders are secure. We do that 
in a variety of ways. We do that, in 
some cases, with our Border Patrol of-
ficers. We have a lot of them. We ap-
preciate the work they do. 

We also have, in many places, par-
ticularly along the border of Mexico— 
as the Presiding Officer knows—a lot of 
fencing that is there. We have a lot of 
roads that our vehicles can travel 

along to have mobility on the ground. 
Our President has proposed, at least 
earlier this year, that we spend about 
$25 billion to build a wall, maybe 10-, 
15-, 25-feet high along the 2,000 miles 
between the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

I have never been convinced that 
that is the best way—to put all of our 
money in the basket—that that is real-
ly the best way to better ensure the se-
curity of our border with Mexico. As it 
turns out, most of the folks who are 
coming into the United States from 
that part of the world are not Mexi-
cans. Actually, more Mexicans are 
going back into Mexico than Mexicans 
coming across the border into the 
United States. 

Most of the illegal immigration—not 
all but most of it—is coming from 
three countries: Honduras, Guatemala, 
and El Salvador. The reason why they 
come here is because their lives are 
miserable. They are miserable because 
we buy drugs. We have this insatiable 
appetite for illegal drugs. So a lot of 
them are trafficked through Honduras, 
Guatemala, and El Salvador. 

We send money down to those three 
countries for the drugs, and we send 
guns down to that part of the world. 
When we catch bad guys in this coun-
try from Honduras, Guatemala, and El 
Salvador, we send them back to those 
three countries. 

So part of the security of our south-
ern border involves actually trying to 
help those three countries figure out 
ways to keep their people home, rather 
than wanting to come to our country. 
Part of it is making sure that they 
have decent lives to live. Twenty years 
ago, as you all may remember, a bunch 
of gunmen rounded up the supreme 
court justices in Colombia, took them 
into a room, and shot and killed 
them—shot them all to death. 

It was a time when the government 
was tottering and there was a question 
of whether they were going to survive 
in Colombia. Some very brave people 
stood up in Colombia and said: No, no, 
we want to survive, we want to fend off 
the drug cartels, and we want to fend 
off the leftist guerillas. Ultimately, 
they were successful. It has taken 20 
years. 

They worked on something called 
Plan Colombia to help turn around 
their country. We came in, and we 
helped them. They did the heavy lift-
ing, and we helped out as well. I like to 
say that it is sort of like at Home 
Depot: ‘‘You’’ can do it—using, in that 
case, Colombia—and ‘‘we’’ being the 
United States. 

A similar kind of thing is going on in 
Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador. 
They have come up with their own 
Plan Colombia. You might call it 
‘‘Plan Central America.’’ The three 
countries have come up with things 
they are responsible for doing to im-
prove the quality of life for their folks 
and the ability to have economic 
growth and opportunity and hope. We 
are helping out as well. We have done 
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