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worry about what his boss thinks or 
what his boss’s boss thinks. 

So I have reached the conclusion re-
luctantly—because Rod Rosenstein has 
a very admirable record of public serv-
ice—that I must vote against his nomi-
nation in just a short time because of 
his failure to commit to a special pros-
ecutor. I have no illusions about con-
vincing my colleagues about joining 
me to vote on cloture with a degree of 
realism about the views of this body on 
his nomination, but I hope he will heed 
the example of Mr. Richardson in 1973 
and also of Jim Comey, who at one 
point also resorted to a special pros-
ecutor to investigate a controversial 
matter that arose during President 
George Bush’s administration. 

There is clear, unmistakable, bipar-
tisan precedent for a special prosecutor 
under these circumstances. There is 
not only precedent, there is historical 
imperative. At the root of this con-
stitutional crisis is a concern for the 
rule of law, for preserving the public’s 
faith and trust and respect for our jus-
tice system. It is at the foundation of 
what we do when we vote. When we 
make laws, we presume they will be 
rigorously and fairly enforced without 
fear or favor, and that no official, not 
even the President of the United 
States, will be placed above the law. 
That is the lesson of Watergate, but it 
is also the lesson established through-
out our history, going back to the 
Founders and the preeminent role 
played by our U.S. Supreme Court. 

I will support Mr. Rosenstein in his 
efforts to pursue the truth and pursue 
justice, as I believe he must do, and I 
hope he will do because the credibility 
the of the Department of Justice and 
our justice system is so much at stake. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against 
his nomination, as I will do, but I also 
pledge my support for him and the 
loyal, dedicated, hardworking members 
of the Department of Justice if he is 
confirmed. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
JOHNSON). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Under the previous order, all time is 
expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Rosenstein 
nomination? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 

The result was announced—yeas 94, 
nays 6, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 114 Ex.] 
YEAS—94 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 

Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Strange 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—6 

Blumenthal 
Booker 

Cortez Masto 
Gillibrand 

Harris 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the 
following nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of R. Alexander 
Acosta, of Florida, to be Secretary of 
Labor. 

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
RUBIO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 

requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, Room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–18, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to Canada 
for defense articles and services estimated to 
cost $195 million. After this letter is deliv-
ered to your office, we plan to issue a news 
release to notify the public of this proposed 
sale. 

Sincerely, 
GREG KAUSNER, 

(For J.W. Rixey, Vice Admiral, 
USN, Director). 

Enclosures. 
TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–18 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Canada. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $ 0 million. 
Other $195 million. 
Total $195 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: Non-MDE items and services 

under consideration for sale are follow-on 
support for five (5) CC177 aircraft (Canada’s 
designator for the C–17), including con-
tractor logistics support (CLS) provided 
through the Globemaster III Integrated 
Sustainment Program (GISP), in-country 
field services support, alternate mission 
equipment, major modification and retrofit, 
software support, aircraft maintenance and 
technical support, support equipment, per-
sonnel training and training equipment, ad-
ditional spare and repair parts, publications 
and technical documentation, and other U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, lo-
gistics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (QCR). 
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: CN–D– 

QZZ—$1.3B—15 Nov 06. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered. or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold,: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
April 19, 2017. 
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*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 

Export Control Act. 
POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Government of Canada—Sustainment 
Support for C–17 Aircraft 

The Government of Canada has requested a 
possible sale of follow-on support for five (5) 
CC177 aircraft (Canada’s designator for the 
C–17), including contractor logistics support 
(CLS) provided through the Globemaster III 
Integrated Sustainment Program (GISP), in- 
country field services support, aircraft main-
tenance and technical support, support 
equipment, alternate mission equipment, 
software support, spares, personnel training 
and training equipment, U.S. Government 
and contractor engineering and logistics sup-
port services, publications and technical doc-
umentation, and major modification and ret-
rofit kits support. The total estimated pro-
gram cost is $195 million. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security objec-
tives of the United States by sustaining the 
military capabilities of Canada, a NATO ally 
that has been, and continues to be, an impor-
tant force for ensuring political stability and 
economic progress in the world, including 
through its involvement in military, peace-
keeping, and humanitarian operations. The 
sustainment of Canada’s C–17s will ensure 
the country’s continued capability to rapidly 
deploy its forces, as well as the continued 
interoperability between the U.S. and Cana-
dian Air Forces’ C–17s. 

The proposed sale of defense articles and 
services is required to maintain the oper-
ational readiness of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force C–17 aircraft. Canada’s current con-
tract supporting its five (5) C–17s will expire 
on 20 September 2017. The Royal Canadian 
Air Force will have no difficulty absorbing 
this support. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

Sources of supply will award contracts 
when necessary to provide the defense arti-
cles ordered if items ordered are not avail-
able from U.S. stock or are considered lead- 
time away. 

The prime contractor will involve the fol-
lowing contractors: 

Boeing Company, Long Beach, California. 
Boeing Company Training Systems, St. 

Louis, Missouri. 
Lockheed Martin Corporation/MFC, Lex-

ington, Kentucky. 
There are no known offsets. Any offset 

agreements will be defined in negotiations 
between the purchaser and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Canada. There is an on-going foreign 
military sales case providing C–17 
sustainment services. There are currently 13 
contractors from Boeing in-country pro-
viding contractor technical services support 
on a continuing basis. 

There will be no adverse impact to U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–10, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Iraq for defense articles and services 

estimated to cost $295.6 million. After this 
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
J.W. RIXEY, 

Vice Admiral, USN, Director. 
Enclosures: 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–10 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser, Government of 
Iraq. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $40.6 million. 
Other $255.0 million. 
Total $295.6 million. 
(iii) Description and Qantity or Quantities 

of Articles or Services under Consideration 
for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Four thousand four hundred (4,400) M16A4 

Rifles. 
Forty-six (46) M2 50 Caliber Machine Guns. 
One hundred eighty-six (186) M240B Ma-

chine Guns. 
Thirty-six (36) M1151 High Mobility Multi-

purpose Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWVs). 
Seventy-seven (77) M1151 up-armored 

HMMWVs. 
Non-MDE: All necessary equipment and ac-

cessories to outfit two Peshmerga Regional 
Brigades and two support artillery battal-
ions, to include twelve (12) 3 kilowatt tac-
tical quiet generator sets, body armor, hel-
mets, and other Organization Clothing and 
Individual Equipment (OCIE); small arms 
and associated accessories including tripods, 
cleaning kits, magazines, and mounts; mor-
tar systems and associated equipment; 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, 
and Explosive (CBRNE) detection and pro-
tective equipment; dismounted and mounted 
radio systems; commercial navigation equip-
ment including compasses, binoculars, and 
Geospatial Position System (GPS) limited to 
the Standard Positioning System (SPS); 
M1142 HMMWVs; medical equipment; Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles 
(MRAP); cargo and transportation equip-
ment, including light tactical vehicles, me-
dium tactical vehicles, water trucks, fuel 
trucks, and ambulances; thirty-six (36) refur-
bished M119A2 105mm howitzers; RF–7800V 
Very High Frequency (VHF) dismounted ra-
dios; spare parts, training and associated 
equipment related to the mentioned vehicles 
and artillery systems. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (ADI, 
ADJ). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee. etc., Paid. Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
April 18, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Government of Iraq—Equipment for Two 
Peshmerga Infantry Brigades and Two 
Support Artillery Battalions 

The Government of Iraq has requested a 
possible sale of the equipment necessary to 
fully outfit two full Peshmerga Regional Bri-
gades of light infantry, as well as the equip-
ment necessary to outfit two artillery bat-
talions that will ultimately provide support 
to those regional brigades. These artillery 
battalions and infantry brigades will operate 
under the Kurdistan Regional Governments 
Ministry of Peshmerga (KRG MOP) with the 
concurrence of the central government. Re-

quested equipment includes the following: 
(4,400) M16A4 rifles; (46) M2 50 caliber ma-
chine guns; (186) M240B machine guns; (36) 
M1151 HMMWVs; (77) M1151 up-armored 
HMMWVs; (12) 3 Kilowatt Tactical Quiet 
Generator sets; body armor, helmets, and 
other Organization Clothing and Individual 
Equipment (OCIE); small arms and associ-
ated accessories including tripods, cleaning 
kits, magazines, and mounts; mortar sys-
tems and associated equipment; Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explo-
sive (CBRNE) detection and protective 
equipment; dismounted and mounted radio 
systems; commercial navigation equipment 
including compasses, binoculars, and 
Geospatial Position System (GPS) limited to 
the Standard Positioning System (SPS); 
M1142 HMMWVs; medical equipment; Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles 
(MRAP); cargo and transportation equip-
ment, including light tactical vehicles, me-
dium tactical vehicles, water trucks, fuel 
trucks, and ambulances; (36) refurbished 
M119A2 105mm howitzers; spare parts, train-
ing and associated equipment related to the 
mentioned vehicles and artillery systems. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security objec-
tives of the United States, by supporting 
Iraq’s capacity to degrade and defeat the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 
Iraq will have no difficulty absorbing this 
equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

There are a number of contractors involved 
in this effort, including but not limited to 
AM General, Oshkosh Defense, Navistar De-
fense, Harris Radio, and Colt Corporation. 
There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the deployment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor personnel to 
Iraq. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–10 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. M16A4 Assault Rifle. The M16A4 assault 

rifle is the fourth generation of the M16 se-
ries that fires 5.56mm NATO cartridges. The 
A4 variant is equipped with a removable car-
rying handle and full length quad Picatinny 
rail for mounting optics and other ancillary 
devices. The highest level of information 
that could be disclosed through the sale and 
testing of this end-item is UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. M2 Machine Gun. The M2 machine gun is 
an air-cooled belt-fed machine gun that fires 
the .50 caliber Browning Machine Gun (BMG) 
cartridge. The highest level of information 
that could be disclosed through the sale and 
testing of this end-item is UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. M240B Machine Gun. The M240B machine 
gun is a belt-fed, gas-operated medium ma-
chine gun firing 7.62×51mm NATO cartridges. 
The M240B variant is a tripod or vehicle- 
mounted configuration. The highest level of 
information that could be disclosed through 
the sale and testing of this end-item is UN-
CLASSIFIED. 

4. M1151 HMMWV. The M1151 is an ex-
panded capacity armament carrier HMMWV 
variant that is armor-ready. Designed as an 
armament carrier, the M1151 provides for the 
mounting and firing of various weapon sys-
tems that are ring-mounted with a 360 de-
gree-arc of fire. The level of information 
that could be disclosed through the sale and 
testing of this end-item is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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5. Garmin Fortrex 401 Navigation Set/Glob-

al Positioning System (GPS). The Garmin 
Fortrex is a commercial GPS solution for in-
dividual navigation which utilizes GPS Se-
lective Positioning Service (SPS) mode only. 
This is a commercial-off-the-shelf item. The 
level of information that could be disclosed 
through the sale and testing of this end-item 
is UNCLASSIFIED. 

6. RF–7800V Very High Frequency (VHF) 
Dismounted Radio. The RF–7800V is a multi-
purpose, exportable radio system that can be 
configured for 10W handheld/dismounted, 50W 
vehicle, or 50W base station use. The system 
incorporates 128 and 256 bit Harris propri-
etary and Advanced Encryption Standard 
(AES) encryption and does not utilize SG/ 
NATO waveforms. The system has an inte-
grated GPS receiver which is SPS capable 
only. This radio is not used by the U.S. mili-
tary and the highest level of information 
that could be disclosed through the sale and 
testing of this end-item is UNCLASSIFIED. 

7. Tactical Quiet Generator Set. The 3KW 
Tactical Quiet Generator Set—Mobile Elec-
tric Power (MEP) 831A (60HZ) is a mobile 
electrical generator that runs on JP/Diesel 
fuel. These items are no longer in service 
with the U.S. military, but are offered as re-
furbished articles to Foreign Military Sales 
(FMS) customers. The highest level of infor-
mation that could be disclosed through the 
sale and testing of this end-item is UNCLAS-
SIFIED. 

8. All other support and non-MDE equip-
ment offered on this case carry no tech-
nology transfer concerns. The highest level 
of information that could be disclosed 
through the sale and testing of this end-item 
is UNCLASSIFIED. 

9. All equipment and support listed on this 
transmittal are authorized for release and 
export to the Government of Iraq. 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–03, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Iraq for defense 
articles and services estimated to cost $1.06 
billion. After this letter is delivered to your 
office, we plan to issue a news release to no-
tify the public of this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
J.W. RIXEY, 

Vice Admiral, USN, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–03 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: The Government 
of Iraq. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $0 billion. 
Other $1.06 billion. 
Total $1.06 billion. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: Pilot training; maintenance 

training; and contractor logistical services 
support for C–172, C–208, and T–6 aircraft for 
up to five (5) years to include contractor air-
craft modification; repair and spare parts; 
publications; aircraft ferry; and miscella-
neous parts, along with training base oper-
ation support, base life support, security, 

construction, and other related elements of 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (X7–D– 
NAA). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: N/A. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
April 11, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Republic of Iraq—Pilot and Maintenance 

Training Contractor Logistical Support 
(CLS) for Trainer Aircraft, and Base Sup-
port 
The Government of Iraq has requested a 

possible sale of pilot training; maintenance 
training; and contractor logistical services 
support for C–172, C–208, and T–6 aircraft for 
up to five (5) years to include contractor air-
craft modification; repair and spare parts; 
publications; aircraft ferry; and miscella-
neous parts, along with training base oper-
ation support, base life support, security, 
construction, and other related elements of 
program support. The estimated total pro-
gram value is $1.06 billion. 

The proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security of the 
United States by helping to provide for a sta-
ble, sovereign, and democratic Iraq, capable 
of combating terrorism and protecting its 
people and sovereignty. Iraq currently owns 
twelve (12) C–172, five (5) C–208, and fifteen 
(15) T–6 training aircraft. The training pipe-
line will allow the Iraqi Air Force to tailor 
pilot training for several U.S.-origin oper-
ational aircraft. The C–172s and T–6s are 
Iraq’s training platforms for their mobility 
and fighter attack fleets. The C–208s are 
Iraq’s platform of choice for training its In-
telligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance 
(ISR) pilots. 

The proposed sale of training and support 
services will improve Iraq’s ability to train 
its pilots and maintenance technicians. By 
training its own pilots and maintenance 
technicians in-country, Iraq will decrease its 
overseas training requirements, significantly 
reduce its training costs, and will enhance 
its ability to take over the sustainment of 
its aircraft. Iraq will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing this support. In addition to its pri-
mary mission—pilot and maintenance train-
ing for Iraqi Air Force personnel—this pro-
posed sale includes Contractor Logistical 
Support costs for the trainer aircraft, as well 
as possible future construction and base op-
eration support costs. 

The proposed sale of this training and sup-
port will not alter the basic military balance 
in the region. 

The principal contractor is Spartan Col-
lege, Tulsa, OK. At this time, there are no 
known offset agreements proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require the assignment of approximately 
four U.S. Government representatives and 
50–55 contractor representatives to Iraq. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. All training and support listed on this 
transmittal are authorized for release and 
export to the Government of Iraq. 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 

the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
16–80, concerning the Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Accept-
ance to the Government of Kuwait for air-
base construction and services estimated to 
cost $319 million. After this letter is deliv-
ered to your office, we plan to issue a news 
release to notify the public of this proposed 
sale. 

Sincerely, 
J.W. RIXEY, 

Vice Admiral, USN, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16–80 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Kuwait. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $0 million. 
Other $319 million. 
Total $319 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or 

Ouantities of Articles or Services under Con-
sideration for Purchase: 

Non-MDE: Design, construction, and pro-
curement of key airfield operations, com-
mand and control, readiness, sustainment, 
and life support facilities for the Al Mubarak 
Airbase in Kuwait. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) will provide project man-
agement, engineering services, technical 
support, facility and infrastructure assess-
ments, surveys, planning, programming, de-
sign, acquisition, contract administration, 
construction management, and other tech-
nical services for the construction of facili-
ties and infrastructure for the airbase. The 
overall project includes, among other fea-
tures, a main operations center, hangars, 
training facilities, barracks, warehouses, 
support facilities, and other infrastructure 
required for a fully functioning airbase. 

(iv) Military Department: U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) (HBE). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: N/A. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
April 6, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Government of Kuwait—Facilities and 

Infrastructure Construction Support Service 
The Government of Kuwait has requested 

possible sale for the design, construction, 
and procurement of key airfield operations, 
command and control, readiness, 
sustainment, and life support facilities for 
the Al Mubarak Airbase in Kuwait. The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) will pro-
vide project management, engineering serv-
ices, technical support, facility and infra-
structure assessments, surveys, planning, 
programming, design, acquisition, contract 
administration, construction management, 
and other technical services for the con-
struction of facilities and infrastructure for 
the airbase. The overall project includes, 
among other features, a main operations 
center, hangars, training facilities, barracks, 
warehouses, support facilities, and other in-
frastructure required for a fully functioning 
airbase. The estimated total cost is $319 mil-
lion. 

The proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security of the 
United States by supporting the infrastruc-
ture needs of a friendly country which has 
been, and continues to be, an important 
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force for political stability and economic 
progress in the Middle East. 

The facilities being constructed are similar 
to other facilities built in the past by 
USACE in other Middle Eastern countries. 
These facilities replace existing facilities 
and will provide autonomous airbase oper-
ations to the Kuwait Air Force. The new air-
base will ensure the continued readiness of 
the Kuwait Air Force and allow for the con-
tinued education of current and future Ku-
wait Air Force personnel. The construction 
of this airbase will enable Kuwait to enhance 
the operational effectiveness of its military 
and promote security and stability through-
out Kuwait. Kuwait will have no difficulty 
absorbing this additional capability into its 
armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this infrastructure 
and support will not alter the basic military 
balance in the region. 

USACE is the principal organization that 
will direct and manage this program. USACE 
will provide services through both in-house 
personnel and contract services. The esti-
mated number of U.S. Government and con-
tractor representatives to be assigned to Ku-
wait to implement the provisions of this pro-
posed sale will be determined as a result of 
program definitization. 

There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. All defense articles and services listed 
in this transmittal are authorized for release 
and export to the Government of Kuwait. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING SHAWN GILBERT 
∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the life of Shawn Gil-
bert. Shawn was a prominent member 
of Montana’s Little Shell Tribal com-
munity who tragically lost his battle 
with cancer this past January. Even in 
his final days, Shawn maintained a 
positive attitude, and all who knew 
him fondly remember the constant 
smile on his face. As is the Montana 
way, Shawn loved the great outdoors. 
He enjoyed snowmobiling, four-wheel-
ing, and hunting with his family, as 
well as reloading his own ammunition 
and target practice with his pistols. 
Shawn served his people as a member 
of the tribal council and dreamt of the 
day his nation, Little Shell Nation, 
would be formally recognized. It is our 
duty and my honor to keep that dream 
alive as my colleague, Senator TESTER, 
and I work to enact into law legisla-
tion to do just that. I had the pleasure 
of meeting Shawn while he was in of-
fice at the Little Shell Tribal head-
quarters. Along with his fellow tribal 
leaders, Shawn presented me with a 
beautiful beaded bolo tie which sits on 
display in my office. It serves as a 
daily reminder of the Little Shell peo-
ple and of Shawn. May God watch over 
his soul as his light lives on through 
the memories of his loved ones.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEWISTON 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION 
CHEERLEADING TEAM 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, each year 
high school student-athletes from 

across the country compete for their 
State championship title. The journey 
of a championship team is not merely a 
story of glory or success, but rather an 
aggregation of hard work, sportsman-
ship, and persistence. Today I wish to 
extend recognition to a team in Maine 
whose perseverance and teamwork 
have made them a force to be reckoned 
with each season. I am proud to high-
light the achievements of the Lewiston 
High School Blue Devils competition 
cheerleading team who, on the path to 
their third consecutive Class A State 
title for the sixth time in the last 
seven seasons, have demonstrated a re-
markable level of drive, ambition, and 
pride towards achieving success. 

Lewiston High School’s nationally 
recognized and distinguished competi-
tion cheer program has a long history 
of talent and teamwork symbolic of the 
pride felt for the Blue Devils through-
out the community. As the eighth con-
secutive Class A North/East Regional 
Champions, the cheer team has experi-
enced few losses in recent years, but 
the program and student-athletes see 
each challenging loss as an opportunity 
to work harder and be stronger. The 
Blue Devils fulfilled that promise and 
more this past season. After a loss in 
the Kennebec Valley Athletic Con-
ference, KVAC, the team responded 
with an impressive display of discipline 
and grit when they exceeded expecta-
tions and won the State title with a 
score of 95—representative of a nearly 
seamless routine. 

The Lewiston cheer program is much 
more than a team of exceptional stu-
dent-athletes. These talented and as-
piring young people have contributed 
to a cheer dynasty that inspires young 
athletes and is recognized as a premier 
program throughout the State. The 
pride felt for the program, team mem-
bers, peers, and the Lewiston commu-
nity at large shows the level of dedica-
tion and ambition that has led to so 
many impressive successes. 

I wish to join the city of Lewiston 
and the entire Maine community in 
congratulating the Lewiston High 
School competition cheering team for 
their well-earned recognition. The pro-
gram has built a legacy of success, in-
stilling core values of hard work, perse-
verance, and sportsmanship and imbues 
all that is significant about participa-
tion and competition in sport at any 
level. For this and so much more, the 
Blue Devils competition cheer team 
are true champions.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING GARBAGE TO 
GARDEN 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the work of Tyler Frank 
and his award-winning company Gar-
bage to Garden—a curbside composting 
service that was founded in Portland, 
ME. In August 2012, Tyler Frank was 
living in Portland and wanted to start 
a compost pile, but didn’t have the 
space in his urban surroundings. He 
and his roommates wondered why they 

couldn’t put compost out on the curb 
like they do with their trash and recy-
cling, and with that, Garbage to Gar-
den was born. Tyler set up a table on 
Congress Street during a First Friday 
Artwalk, and by the end of the day, 17 
Portland residents had signed on to his 
curbside composting service. Today 
one in seven Portland households par-
ticipates in Garbage to Garden. Tyler 
and his partners have expanded their 
service to eight other Maine commu-
nities and three communities in Massa-
chusetts. 

Tyler was able to create a unique and 
effective composting company, and 
with more than 8,000 households, 
schools, restaurants, and businesses 
using their services, they are the most 
successful curbside composting com-
pany in the country. Tyler has created 
a sustainable and local experience. 
Food scraps are composted by Benson 
Farms in Gorham, and all food waste 
can be incorporated into Garbage to 
Garden’s compost, due to the high-heat 
process they use. Garbage to Garden 
also collects used cooking oil, and 
Maine Standard Biofuels turns it into 
biofuel and soap, which is then used to 
wash the composting buckets. Using 
clean composting buckets is a key part 
of Garbage to Garden’s process, elimi-
nating the ‘‘ick factor’’ that turns 
many people off from composting. Gar-
bage to Garden even offers free service 
to those who volunteer for the com-
pany or for one of their partner organi-
zations. Every day, Garbage to Garden 
diverts 20 tons of food scraps from 
landfills, and over a 3-year period, the 
average household will divert 1 ton of 
food waste from landfills. 

Garbage to Garden is a shining exam-
ple of what can happen when you have 
a little determination, a great idea, 
and passion to make a difference. Tyler 
is an excellent example of a hard-work-
ing Mainer who is making a difference 
in our State and beyond. I look forward 
to following the company’s continued 
growth and remarkable service to 
Maine communities. Thank you, Tyler, 
for all you have already done for the 
greater Portland community and our 
great State of Maine. We are lucky to 
have people like you working to better 
our communities.∑ 

f 

NEW JERSEY HIGH SCHOOL 
ARMED SERVICE ENLISTMENT 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor the following 
New Jersey high school seniors for 
their commendable decision to enlist 
in the U.S. Armed Forces: Craig 
Ackerly, Bryan Adame, Aldo Aguayo 
Flores, Alba Agyao, Dalton Ailtmar, 
Janae Albright, Michael Vincent Alva-
rez, Michael Luis Alvarez, Jose Alva-
rez, Juan Alvarez, Alexander Alvarez 
Escobar, Andre Ascura, Daniel Ayala, 
Elijah Baez, Justin Baez, Joseph 
Barbato, David Batastini, Frederick 
Bauer, Sergio Bautista Benitez, 
Joseluis Bejarano, Alejandro Bejarano 
Valencia, Nathan Bell, Joseph Bell, 
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