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(2) in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 400 per month;
and

(3) by 2016, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 1,500 per month;

Whereas there are currently 90 Baha’is in
prison in Iran;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under such Covenants;

Whereas section 105 of the Comprehensive
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8514) authorizes
the President to impose sanctions on individ-
uals ‘‘responsible for or complicit in, or re-
sponsible for ordering, controlling, or other-
wise directing, the commission of serious
human rights abuses against citizens of Iran
or their family members on or after June 12,
2009"’; and

Whereas the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-158) amends and expands the authorities
established under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-195) to sanction
Iranian human rights abusers: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the 7 imprisoned Baha'’i
leaders, the 7 imprisoned Baha’i educators,
and all other prisoners held solely on ac-
count of their religion;

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to utilize available authorities to im-
pose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly
responsible for serious human rights abuses,
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION  140—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
APRIL 2017 AS “PARKINSON’S
AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Ms.
STABENOW) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 140

Whereas Parkinson’s disease is a chronic,
progressive neurological disease and is the
second most common neurodegenerative dis-
ease in the United States;

Whereas there is inadequate data on the
incidence and prevalence of Parkinson’s dis-
ease, but the disease affects an estimated
1,000,000 individuals in the United States and
its prevalence is expected to more than dou-
ble by 2040;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Parkinson’s
disease is the 14th leading cause of death in
the United States;

Whereas every day Parkinson’s disease
greatly impacts millions of individuals in
the United States who are caregivers, family
members, and friends of individuals with
Parkinson’s disease;

Whereas, although research suggests that
the cause of Parkinson’s disease is a com-
bination of genetic and environmental fac-
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tors, the exact cause of the disease in most
individuals is still unknown;

Whereas, as of March 2017, there is no ob-
jective test or biomarker for diagnosing Par-
kinson’s disease;

Whereas there is no known cure or drug to
slow or halt the progression of Parkinson’s
disease, and available treatments are limited
in their ability to address the medical needs
of patients and remain effective over time;

Whereas the symptoms of Parkinson’s dis-
ease vary from person to person and may in-
clude—

(1) tremors;

(2) slowness of movement and rigidity;

(3) difficulty with balance and gait;

(4) disturbances in speech and swallowing;

(5) cognitive impairment and dementia;

(6) mood disorders; and

(7) a variety of other nonmotor symptoms;

Whereas volunteers, researchers, care-
givers, and medical professionals are work-
ing to improve the quality of life for individ-
uals living with Parkinson’s disease and
their families; and

Whereas increased research, education, and
community support services are needed—

(1) to find more effective treatments; and

(2) to provide access to quality care for in-
dividuals living with Parkinson’s disease:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2017 as ‘‘Parkinson’s
Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Parkin-
son’s Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments and a cure for Parkinson’s
disease;

(4) recognizes the individuals living with
Parkinson’s disease who participate in vital
clinical trials to advance the knowledge of
the disease; and

(5) commends the dedication of organiza-
tions, volunteers, researchers, and millions
of individuals across the United States work-
ing to improve the quality of life for individ-
uals living with Parkinson’s disease and
their families.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION  141—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY
OF SOUTH CAROLINA WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2017 NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
DIVISION I WOMEN’S BASKET-
BALL TOURNAMENT CHAMPION-
SHIP

Mr. SCOTT (for himself and Mr. GRA-
HAM) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 141

Whereas, on April 2, 2017, at American Air-
lines Center in Dallas, Texas, the University
of South Carolina Gamecocks won the na-
tional title game for the National Collegiate
Athletic Association Division I Women’s
Basketball Tournament over the Mississippi
State Bulldogs by a score of 67 to 55;

Whereas the University of South Carolina
Gamecocks women’s basketball team won
the 2017 Southeastern Conference champion-
ship;

Whereas the University of South Carolina
Gamecocks women’s basketball team head
coach Dawn Staley, a 3-time Olympian who
was elected to carry the United States flag
at the opening ceremony of the 2004 Summer
Olympics, was elected to the Naismith Me-
morial Basketball Hall of Fame in 2013, and
is the new head coach of the United States
women’s national basketball team, joins

April 25, 2017

Carolyn Peck as the only 2 African-American
female head coaches to lead a National Col-
legiate Athletic Association Division I bas-
ketball team to a national title;

Whereas this is the first National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division I Wom-
en’s Basketball Tournament Championship
for the University of South Carolina Game-
cocks women’s basketball team, who fin-
ished the season with 33 wins and 4 losses;

Whereas A’ja Wilson, who is from Colum-
bia, South Carolina, and an alumna of
Heathwood Hall Episcopal School, was
named Southeastern Conference player of
the year and the National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I Women’s Basket-
ball Tournament Championship most valu-
able player;

Whereas the University of South Carolina
has been a leader on the Southeastern Con-
ference Academic Honor Roll for last 10
years;

Whereas, each year, University of South
Carolina student-athletes support approxi-
mately 100 events and organizations for a
total of more than 5,000 hours of service;

Whereas A’ja Wilson received First Team
All-America recognition from the Women’s
Basketball Coaches Association, and senior
center Alaina Coates earned an All-America
honorable mention;

Whereas junior Kaela Davis was a College
Sports Information Directors of America
Academic All-District selection;

Whereas University of South Carolina stu-
dent-athletes earned a departmental grade
point average of 3.245 for the Fall 2016 semes-
ter, the 20th-consecutive semester in which
Gamecock student-athletes have combined
for a grade point average above 3.0; and

Whereas the University of South Carolina
is ranked number 1 in the United States for
attendance at women’s basketball games:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the University of South
Carolina women’s basketball team for win-
ning the 2017 National Collegiate Athletic
Association Division I Women’s Basketball
Tournament Championship; and

(2) recognizes the achievements of—

(A) the team’s players, coaches, and staff,
whose hard work and dedication helped the
University of South Carolina women’s bas-
ketball team win that Championship; and

(B) the dedicated faculty and staff of the
University of South Carolina for building an
educational environment that has helped
University of South Carolina student-ath-
letes to thrive.

SENATE RESOLUTION 142—COM-
MEMORATING THE 10TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TRAGIC
EVENTS AT VIRGINIA POLY-
TECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE
UNIVERSITY ON APRIL 16, 2007

Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 142

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 32 victims who lost their
lives as a result of the tragic events at Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute and State Uni-
versity (referred to as ‘‘Virginia Tech’) on
April 16, 2007, Ross A. Alameddine, Chris-
topher James Bishop, Brian R. Bluhm, Ryan
Christopher Clark, Austin Michelle Cloyd,
Jocelyne Couture-Nowak, Kevin P. Granata,
Matthew Gregory Gwaltney, Caitlin Millar
Hammaren, Jeremy Michael Herbstritt,
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