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HONORING THE SMITHVILLE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I pause to thank and 
honor the Smithville Police Department for 
their efforts in serving Smithville following the 
March 6, 2017 tornado. 

The EF–2 rated tornado left a trail of de-
struction up to 1,000 feet wide and 18 miles 
long. In Smithville, over 60 houses were dam-
aged with several completely destroyed, re-
sulting in over 65 tons of debris. Miraculously, 
no injuries were sustained during the storm. 

After the storm, officers from the Smithville 
Police Department helped set up a perimeter, 
went door-to-door making sure residents were 
safe, and protected the neighborhood with a 
24/7 presence in the days that followed. The 
effect of the police department on the neigh-
borhoods affected by the tornado cannot be 
understated, whether through making the vic-
tims feel safe from scroungers or looters or by 
helping residents with their physical needs 
throughout the recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and the 
community of Smithville in thanking Chief 
Jason Lockridge and the officers and staff of 
the Smithville Police Department for their serv-
ice following the March 6 tornado and wishing 
them God’s blessings and protection in the 
years to come. 
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COMMEMORATING WWI 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 100 years 
ago today, the House of Representatives 
voted in support of the United States’ entrance 
into World War I. The Great War was consid-
ered to be the war to end all wars. 

Four million Americans, including 200,000 
Texans, proudly served during World War I. 
Boys who grew up on Texas farms suddenly 
became men as they found themselves in the 
muddy, rainy, and bloody trenches an ocean 
away. 

The life of a Doughboy was hard. Soldiers 
were constantly bombarded with artillery and 
machine gun fire. They often faced the danger 
of traipsing over the trenches and crossing no 
man’s land, repelling the enemy. 

In the midst of battle and in the face of the 
enemy, our men displayed tremendous gal-
lantry. Four Texans were awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor for their heroic ac-
tions. Their names are: Daniel R. Edwards, 
David E. Hayden, Samuel M. Sampler, and 
David B. Barkley. 

One hundred and one years later we still re-
member the brave warriors of WWI. World 
War I changed our nation, our people, and our 
world. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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A GRATEFUL THANK YOU TO A 
TRUSTED ADVISOR 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the professional achievements and 
dedication of Cindy Simms who recently 
began the newest chapter of her esteemed 
career of public service in the Executive Office 
of the President. Cindy was most recently my 
Director of Member Services and a Senior Ad-
visor for the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee. Her insight was an invaluable asset to 
my Committee and Cindy’s vision and deter-
mination allowed her to grow in her role as a 
vital part of the Committee’s daily operation 
and strategy. 

Cindy has been involved in politics at all lev-
els of government which has contributed to 
her breadth of knowledge and keen political 
mind. A native Californian, Cindy began her 
career working for a state senator before join-
ing the Schwarzenegger gubernatorial cam-
paign and later working in the governor’s of-
fice as a legislative analyst. Cindy then an-
swered her professional calling and moved to 
the East Coast where she served in the 
George W. Bush White House at the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy. She later worked 
for both the Department of Homeland Security 
and Coast Guard, focusing her efforts on 
issues of national defense. 

We relied heavily on Cindy’s leadership and 
outreach as the Director of Member Services 
for the Homeland Security Committee. Cindy 
is a true professional and a trusted advisor. 
Her influence, however, extended across the 
Committee as she assisted the offices of all 
Republican Members. Cindy worked tirelessly 
to keep Members and staff engaged in Com-
mittee activities and went out of her way to fa-
cilitate opportunities for every single one of the 
18 Republicans on the Committee. Her legacy 
lives on in the tremendous growth in outreach 
we have experienced during her tenure here. 
I will always be grateful for the personal rela-
tionships she built with the Members of this 
Committee, myself included, as well as the 
professional relationships she grew with out-
side coalitions and stakeholder groups to en-
hance the Committee’s involvement and influ-
ence. 

The White House is lucky to have Cindy on 
their team. Her political insight, professional 
demeanor, and strong relationships built dur-
ing her time on Capitol Hill will be a great 
asset to President Trump. Her work ethic, de-
termination to grow, and innovative vision 

make Cindy an excellent fit to work in the 
highest office in the land. 

f 

TOM CLARK 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Tom Clark for his leader-
ship, vision and lasting impact on Denver and 
Colorado as the CEO of the Metro Economic 
Development Corporation and Executive Vice 
President of the Denver Metro Chamber of 
Commerce. 

With more than 30 years of economic devel-
opment experience at the state, regional, 
county and city level, Tom’s unique perspec-
tive and wealth of knowledge is unparalleled. 
Tom’s career spans four decades from Direc-
tor of Commercial and Industrial Development 
for the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs, through positions with the 
Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce, the 
Greater Denver Corporation, the Boulder 
Chamber of Commerce, the Jefferson Eco-
nomic Council, and the Denver Metro Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

Tom was the founder and first president of 
the Metro Denver Network, the Metro Denver 
region’s first economic development program, 
for which he received the Arthur D. Little 
Award for Excellence in Economic Develop-
ment. In 2012, Tom was recognized as the 
Denver Post’s Business Person of the Year as 
well as awarded the Denver Business Jour-
nal’s Power Book Award for Economic Devel-
opment and Government. He has also been 
recognized as one of the nation’s top eco-
nomic development professionals by the 
Council on Urban Economic Development. 

I extend my deepest appreciation for Tom 
and his dedication to our great state, and wish 
him the best of luck in retirement and future 
endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, due to unfore-
seen travel delays, I missed the following 
votes on Tuesday, April 25, 2017: 

Roll Call Vote No. 222: H. Res. 187, Relat-
ing to efforts to respond to the famine in 
South. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘YEA″. 

Roll Call Vote No. 223: H.R. 876, the Avia-
tion Employee Screening and Security En-
hancement Act of 2017. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘YEA″. 
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