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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
THE HONORABLE STEVE STIVERS

HON. STEVE CHABOT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, as the Dean of
the Ohio Republican delegation (MARCY KAP-
TUR has served a few more years in total), it's
my honor to recognize STEVE STIVERS for his
service to the House of Representatives, and
also to our nation.

Since being elected in 2010, STEVE has
brought an enthusiasm and dedication to his
work in Washington, and back home in Ohio.
He is not only an incredible asset to this body
and to his constituents, but he also has a gre-
garious personality that draws people in and
puts them immediately at ease. To put it an-
other way, you always know when STEVE
STIVERS enters the room.

But, perhaps the most impressive thing
about STEVE is his service in the Ohio Army
National Guard. Having served his country
with great distinction both here at home and
overseas in Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar and Djibouti,
he was recently promoted to the rank of Briga-
dier General. And fortunately, Mr. Speaker,
STEVE brought the leadership skills he learned
in the military to Congress, and we are all bet-
ter for it.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FOURTH
ANNUAL LAX FOR A CAUSE
EVENT

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Southwestern Youth Associa-
tion (SYA), the Chantilly Youth Association
(CYA) and an outstanding young woman,
Tatum Bulger, whose collaborative efforts
have made “Lax for a Cause,” a local, annual
pre-season lacrosse tournament for charity, a
tremendous success. This year, the event
raised $22,000 for Special Love, a nonprofit
organization that provides support and re-
sources to children in the Mid-Atlantic region
with cancer.

The tournament originated in 2014 when
Damien LaRuffa, the Commissioner of SYA
Lacrosse, Scott Stewart, the Vice Commis-
sioner of SYA Lacrosse, and Chris Saben, the
Commissioner of CYA Lacrosse, came to-
gether to brainstorm ideas for charitable sport-
ing events in Northern Virginia. Since its in-
ception, the annual event has been a tremen-
dous success, previously donating proceeds to
the Wounded Warrior Project, the Fisher
House Foundation, and more. This year,
Tatum Bulger, a sixth grader at Virginia Run
Elementary School and avid lacrosse player,
who was diagnosed with Ewing Sarcoma last

year, approached the organizers with the idea
of donating the proceeds to Special Love, and
the SYA and CYA immediately moved forward
with the idea.

Tatum is truly a special and inspirational
young woman. She has used her individual
battle to benefit others and increase aware-
ness about pediatric cancer. Additionally, as a
member of the SYA Lady Warriors, she has
maintained her commitment to her lacrosse
team, attending weekly practices and games,
and she has a unique and special impact on
her teammates and friends.

Throughout the years, local sponsors and
community members have covered the major-
ity of the expenses for the all-day “Lax for a
Cause” tournament, which has enabled a ma-
jority of the donations to go to charity. And
while the event organizers were extremely sat-
isfied with this year's event, they hope that
other teams and youth organizations will host
similar charity games or tournaments.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me as we
recognize “Lax for a Cause” and the chari-
table efforts set forth by the SYA, the CYA,
and Tatum Bulger. Dedicating their time and
efforts to helping children and their families
fight an unthinkable battle with cancer attests
to their unselfish character and determination
to better their community. | wish them all of
the best in their future endeavors.

———

TOM NOLAN, UPON HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE BOARD OF THE
SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL
TRANSPORTATION AGENCY

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that long-time board member
Tom Nolan is leaving after having served on
the board of the San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency since 2006 and as
Chairman since 2010. | want to add my con-
gratulations to those of countless others for
the contributions that Tom made during his
decades of public service.

Tom has been a longtime friend and col-
league and | have always admired his ability
to bring peace to the negotiating table and to
get to yes. He is truly a regional thinker and
a transportation visionary. He was my col-
league on the San Mateo County Board of Su-
pervisors during the 1980’s, and it was from
this position that he first became immersed in
the subject of public transportation. While San
Francisco has long had a well-developed pub-
lic transit system, San Mateo County lagged
far behind. Tom was instrumental in creating
the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board,
the operator of Caltrain. He successfully
fought for extension of BART to San Francisco
airport and served the entire region as a mem-
ber of the MTC. Even Santa Clara County
owes a debt of gratitude for its transit system

to Tom Nolan, as the light rail system relies
upon a segment brought into the system by
Tom’s advocacy.

He could have rested on his laurels when
he left San Mateo County to become a resi-
dent of San Francisco, but instead he decided
to once again become a leader in transpor-
tation issues. It takes the genius of a heart
surgeon and the patience of a saint to serve
on the MTA board. Tom met these standards
with his tireless advocacy for service improve-
ments, sound labor relations, a vast bicycle
network to reduce reliance upon cars, bike
sharing, replacement of the bus fleet, and sup-
port of the staff and transit system when the
economic downturn brought painful adjust-
ments.

Every board member deserves our thanks
for his or her dedication to the public, but the
enormity of these responsibilities is often ap-
parent only in hindsight. Few cities in America
have tried to do what the MTA is doing over
time: Create a transportation system that re-
lies upon multiple modes of movement to cre-
ate a modern city and to extend economic op-
portunity to all neighborhoods of San Fran-
cisco, all the while integrating this system with
the region’s needs. The new Central Subway
and the T Third Line are just two of the latest
examples. Tom’s advocacy was essential to
creating these options, just as his persistent
advocacy led in the creation of Caltrain and
the airport extension.

When a pedestrian is not hit while crossing
a busy intersection, Tom Nolan’s advocacy is
in part responsible for this wonderful outcome.
When a father is on time picking up his child
from daycare, he probably never stops to
thank Tom Nolan for the bus ride that brought
him to the center, but he should. When a
housing advocate rises to support the creation
of workforce housing along a transit corridor,
| doubt that Tom’s name ever comes up as
one of the reasons that robust service exists
along that particular public right of way. As the
Giants fans pull into the 4th and King station,
I'll bet that exactly zero riders pause to won-
der who made that trip possible. In part, it was
countless professionals and advocates over
decades, but in large part it was Tom Nolan.

As Tom leaves his position on the MTA
board, his legacy is evident in concrete and
steel, as well as painted bike paths and floral
dividers between bikes and vehicles. It is evi-
dent in the quality of life that is led by San
Franciscans and those in the Bay Area who
quietly go about their business each day.

Long before San Francisco had Uber, our
region had Tom Nolan. One trades on a public
stock exchange and is highly valued by finan-
cial analysts while the other quietly serves in
modest but influential public service. There is
no doubt in my own mind which is more valu-
able. Let us all give thanks for Tom Nolan, the
ultimate transportation app because he
doesn’t require a smartphone, a charged bat-
tery or a good cell phone connection to get
the job done. He’s just a guy with a big heart
and a mighty vision who delivers value to the
public the old fashioned way: He earns it.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote
numbers 224, 225, 226, 227 and 228. Had |
been present, | would have voted “aye” on
votes 226 and 227. | would have voted “nay”
on votes 224, 225, and 228.

———

TRIBUTE TO PUNAHOU SCHOOL
NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL TEAM

HON. COLLEEN HANABUSA

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate Punahou School’s win in the Ha-
waii Regional Science Bowl and for earning
the opportunity to compete in the National
Science Bowl for the second year in a row.

Created by the Department of Energy’s Of-
fice of Science in 1991, the National Science
Bowl is one of the largest and most pres-
tigious academic competitions in the United
States. Over 265,000 students have partici-
pated throughout the National Science Bowl’s
26 years. This year, over 14,000 students
competed for a coveted spot in the National
Science Bowl. Each team completed a series
of daunting hands-on challenges that tested
their knowledge. This meeting of some of the
brightest student minds has encouraged thou-
sands to expand their understanding of mathe-
matics and science and pursue careers in
such fields.

This week, Punahou School will compete
against 62 other high schools in the National
Science Bowl. To the Punahou School team—
John Winnicki, Andrew Winnicki, Anna Kimata,
Deborah Wen, Conrad Newfield, and Coach
Warren Huelsnitz—all the best in this year’s
competition. They are a great example to their
peers and | wish them continued success in
their education and careers.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent
these students and their families in the United
States Congress and | know all my colleagues
in the House will join me in congratulating
them on competing in the National Science
Bowl Finals 2017.

————

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL
MINORITY HEALTH MONTH

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | am here to recognize the month of April
as National Minority Health Month. The Afford-
able Care Act is a transformative piece of leg-
islation that has helped millions of uninsured
people to acquire affordable health insurance
who otherwise would not have access to qual-
ity patient-centered care. This legislation was
not just relegated to help the poor and the
needy but also the 177 million employer spon-
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sored insured employees with additional
health benefits that never existed before the
Affordable Care Act. For instance, ACA pro-
hibited insurance companies from discrimi-
nating individuals with pre-existing conditions,
and imposing lifetime cost caps on patients.
Under ACA, parents can keep their children
on their insurance plan up to the age of 26.
Also, insurance companies are required to
spend 80 percent of all premium dollars to-
ward direct medical expenses and 20 percent
toward insurance companies’ administrative
costs. Otherwise, they must reimburse the
customer some of their money back. Cur-
rently, ACA has allowed more than 20 million
U.S. residents to have health insurance cov-
erage, which has improved the racial and eth-
nic disparities among minority population.

The purpose of the Affordable Care Act con-
sisted of five basic goals:

1. Expand health insurance coverage for
nearly 50 million uninsured people in the
United States, which consist of 44 percent
Whites, 32 percent Latinos, 16 percent African
Americans, 6 percent Asians, 2 percent Native
Americans and 0.4 percent Native Hawaiian
and other Pacific Islanders.

2. Reduce health care costs by establishing
marketplaces called exchanges where federal
and state-based marketplaces will have a sin-
gle process to determine whether someone is
eligible for tax credits to reduce the cost of
premiums, in the form of cost sharing, Med-
icaid, or Children’s Health Insurance Program.
ACA requires a minimum standard of essential
health benefits to include ambulatory patient
services, prescription drugs, emergency serv-
ices, rehabilitative and facilitative services,
hospitalization, laboratory services, maternity
and newborn care, preventive and wellness
services and chronic disease management,
mental health and substance use disorder
services (including behavioral health treat-
ment), and pediatric services (including oral
and vision care). Whereas before, ACA’s es-
sential benefits did not exist, thus leaving the
prospective patients without quality access to
care.

3. Reduce health care fraud and abuse

4. Improve health care quality through sev-
eral initiatives: (1) a national quality strategy;
increased reliance on value-based purchasing;
expansion of meaningful use of electronic
health records (EHRs); better care coordina-
tion; development of quality measures for
Medicaid and Medicare; and measures of
quality in the marketplace.

5. Improve population health that includes
reducing racial and ethnic disparities among
the minority population. One aspect of the
ACA helping people of color to reduce dispari-
ties is by requiring health plans to cover cer-
tain preventative services such as blood pres-
sure and cholesterol screening, mammograms
and Pap smears, and vaccinations, with no
cost-sharing. The ACA increased funding for
community health centers, which provide qual-
ity primary and comprehensive services to un-
derserved communities. They served approxi-
mately 25 million people in rural and urban
centers where more than half of the patients
were members of various ethnic and minority
groups.

We need more doctors and allied health
professionals to assist a healthcare system
that for decades was not adequately address-
ing health disparities among millions of racial
and ethnic minority Americans. Many of our
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minorities are disproportionately more likely to
suffer deleterious health disparities just be-
cause they are low-income wage earners,
poorer in health and suffer worse health out-
comes, and are more likely to die prematurely
and often from preventable causes compared
to their White counterparts. Some of the ex-
amples of these health disparities include the
following:

The infant mortality rate for African Ameri-
cans and American Indian/Alaska Natives are
more than two times higher than that for
whites;

African Americans with heart disease are
three times more likely to be operated on by
“high risk” surgeons than their White counter-
parts with heart disease;

Hispanic/Latina women have the highest in-
cidence rate for cancers of the cervix; 1.6
times higher than that for white women, with
a cervical cancer death rate that is 1.4 times
higher than for white women;

Puerto Ricans have an asthma prevalence
rate over 2.2 times higher than non-Hispanic
whites and over 1.8 times higher than non-
Hispanic blacks;

Together, African Americans and Hispanics
account for 28 percent of the total U.S. popu-
lation, yet account for 62 percent of all new
HIV infections;

American Indian/Alaska Natives have diabe-
tes rates that are nearly 3 times higher than
the overall rate; and

Of the more than one million people infected
with chronic Hepatitis B in the United States,
half are Asian-Americans and Pacific Island-
ers.

In addition to the unacceptable costs of
human suffering and premature death, there
are significant economic repercussions of al-
lowing health disparities to persist. A 2010
study from the Health Policy Institute at the
Joint Center for Political and Economic Stud-
ies found that the total costs of health dispari-
ties were $1.24 trillion over a three-year pe-
riod. This same report found that eliminating
racial and ethnic health disparities would have
reduced direct medical care expenditures by
$229.4 billion over the same three-year period.

Many analysts over the past several years
have reported that investments through the Af-
fordable Care Act and the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 have helped
double the number of clinicians in the National
Health Service Corps by providing scholar-
ships and loan repayments to medical stu-
dents and primary care physicians and other
healthcare professionals as incentives for
them to practice in underserved communities.
The ACA helped bridge some of the gap in
workforce diversity to include dentists and
other primary oral health care providers.

Increasing the proportion of African-Amer-
ican dentists is critical because studies show
that they are more likely to serve in under-
served communities than their white cohort. In
2010, underrepresented minority (URM) Black
or African American, Hispanic/Latino of any
race, American Indian or Alaska Native, and
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander-stu-
dents composed 13 percent of the overall ap-
plicant pool for dental school programs. For
the 639 URM applicants who enrolled in 2010,
the enroliment rate increased only by 1 per-
cent since 2009. A statistic that shows that
progress is needed. Dental schools today are
graduating 300 Black dentists out of 5,000
each year. Today, 5 percent of dentists are Af-
rican-American. Black dentists treat nearly 62
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percent of Black patients; White dentists only
treat 10.5 percent; Hispanics treat 9.8 percent;
and Asian dentists only treat 11.5 percent
Black patients. The Affordable Care Act helps
ensure that dental visits and oral and dental
health care become a routine part of every-
one’s health care regimen.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF MRS. PEARL
BIGGS’ 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to extend my sincerest congratulations
and Happy Birthday wishes to Mrs. Pearl
Biggs, who is celebrating her 100th birthday
on Tuesday, May 2, 2017. A birthday celebra-
tion will be held for Mrs. Biggs on Saturday,
April 29, 2017.

In 1917, the United States entered World
War |, women did not yet have the right to
vote, and segregation was rampant in the
South. This is the year Mrs. Pearl Biggs was
born to Mahaley Jones and Wiley Bunkley. In-
deed, Mrs. Biggs has seen much in her life-
time and through it all, she has relied on her
faith in the Lord.

Mrs. Biggs began working as a cook at a
young age and so it was inevitable that she
would become known as a very good cook. In
1937, she married Pedro Biggs and they
would spend the next 76 years together until
his passing in 2014.

Pearl and Pedro Biggs opened one of the
first Black-owned businesses in the Geneva
and Box Springs area in Southwest Georgia.
They owned several businesses, including
Biggs Sandwich Shop, a movie theatre, and a
pulpwood company. They were also farmers.

Mrs. Biggs loves to sing and she sang in
the choir at her church. Her favorite song is
“Let Jesus Lead Me.” She loves collard
greens and the color pink. She enjoys fishing
and talking on the phone. Mrs. Biggs has
never met a stranger—she always wants to
feed people and no one ever goes hungry
around her.

George Washington Carver once said, “How
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday
in your life you will have been all of these.”
Mrs. Biggs has advanced far in life because
she never forgot these lessons and always
kept God first.

As she celebrates 100 years of life, Mrs.
Biggs will be surrounded by her sons, Monroe
and Allen; daughters-in-law, Mildred and Cyn-
thia; grandchildren, Timothy, Kelton, and
Amelia; and great-grandchildren, Jackson and
Christopher; plus a host of other family mem-
bers and friends.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, along with my wife Vivian and the almost
730,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, in honoring an outstanding cit-
izen and woman of faith, Mrs. Pearl Biggs, as
she, her family, and friends celebrate her
100th birthday.
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IN RECOGNITION OF VISTA MARIA
AND ITS 2017  WOMAN  OF
ACHIEVEMENT HONOREE GLEN-
DA REED

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Vista Maria and its 2017 Woman of
Achievement Honoree Glenda Reed. As
founder and CEO of Crossroads Learning
Center, Ms. Reed has dedicated her life to
protecting children, teens and adolescents.

Founded in 1883, Vista Maria is a private,
non-profit agency that provides treatment and
care for vulnerable youth with emotional and
behavioral problems resulting from neglect or
abuse. Since its establishment by the Sisters
of the Good Shepherd, the organization has
evolved into a multi-service agency that pro-
vides comprehensive support to children and
their families. In addition to its community
youth assistance programs, Vista Maria runs
two on-campus charter schools at their 37-
acre Dearborn Heights campus, as well as a
health clinic, residential treatment programs,
and foster care initiatives. Collectively, these
initiatives provide critical services to support
and improve outcomes for high-risk youth and
adolescents. Vista Maria also raises aware-
ness and recognizes outstanding women in
the community at its annual Celebrating
Women event.

Vista Maria’s 2017 Woman of Achievement
Honoree is Glenda Reed, an educator who
founded the Crossroads Learning Center, an
early childhood education facility in Detroit.
Crossroads provides high-quality childcare and
after-school care for children ages 0-12. In
addition, Ms. Reed runs Once Upon a Time,
a nonprofit organization that recognizes and
supports survivors of childhood abuse. Her ef-
forts to support these individuals have helped
empower them to take control of their lives
and fulfill their potential. She has also traveled
around the country as an advocate for these
women, and her exceptional work on their be-
half is more than deserving of this prestigious
honor. It is my hope that Ms. Reed and Vista
Maria continue to build on their legacy of serv-
ice on behalf of these youth.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Vista Maria and its 2017 Woman
of Achievement Honoree, Glenda Reed. Their
work has had a tremendous impact and
helped improve the lives of countless women.

————

CELEBRATING THE 20TH
ANNIVERSARY OF TECHNET

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, twenty years
ago, Bay Area innovation leaders John Doerr,
John Chambers, and Jim Barksdale spurred a
new era of American technological advance-
ment by creating TechNet.

Today, TechNet represents the spirit of
technological innovation that continues to
thrive in Silicon Valley.

TechNet stands as a remarkable example of
how bringing people together can inspire inno-
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vation, strengthen our economy, and create a
more productive future.

TechNet's network of CEOs and senior ex-
ecutives have worked with leaders in Con-
gress to drive an Innovation Agenda that cre-
ates jobs and opportunities for Americans.

As we look to the future, the iconic compa-
nies and dynamic startups that form TechNet
will continue to lead our nation in the develop-
ment of transformative technologies that cre-
ate more opportunities for more Americans.

Congratulations on 20 years of inspired
leadership and shining achievement. Best
wishes on many more years of success
unleashing the full potential of American inno-
vation.

—————

HONORING LONNIE CARPENTER OF
WEST VIRGINIA

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize my constituent, Lon-
nie Carpenter. Lonnie, a lifelong Wayne Coun-
ty resident, served his country as a seaman
onboard the USS Ault destroyer during the
Korean War.

After his service, Lonnie returned back to
his home in the beautiful hills of West Virginia
and started a family with his wife of more than
63 years, Edna Davis. Together they had
three wonderful children, and Lonnie provided
for them through his career in the banking and
finance industry. Lonnie is a proud Mason,
having been conferred the 33rd Degree, and
chronicled the history of Freemasons in many
articles for the Scottish Rite.

Lonnie also served a term as a councilman
for the town of Ceredo and volunteers his time
for numerous organizations that have im-
proved the lives of the people of his commu-
nity. | thank Lonnie for all he has done for the
people of West Virginia and for his service to
our nation.

——————

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL VINCENT B. MYERS

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in gratitude for the hard work and commitment
of Lieutenant Colonel Vincent B. Myers, who
has served as the Medical Army Legislative Li-
aison to my office for the past two years.

A Lieutenant Colonel in the United States
Army and an experienced health care pro-
vider, Vince has been essential to my office
and the House Armed Services Committee, as
we work toward the goal of enhancing medical
readiness and providing top care for our serv-
ice members.

On May 11, Vince will continue his com-
mitted service to the United States as he
takes command of McDonald Army Health
Center at Fort Eustis, Virginia. | know that in
this role, Vince will serve with conviction and
honor.

| congratulate Vince, and thank him for his
work and friendship.
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HONORING JOHNSON CHAPEL

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Johnson Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church and its pastors for 100
years of teaching, preaching the Gospel, and
making strides in our community.

The Johnson Chapel A.M.E. Church was
founded in 1915 by John Fair, James Craig,
Roxie Graves, Cora Martin, Ed Ackers, and
Nancy Craig. It was formally established in
1917 with Reverend S.E. Edwards as its first
pastor. Originally a small congregation meet-
ing in a house on State Street, the church is
now highly regarded within the community and
has relocated to a significantly larger building
on Hamilton Street in El Centro, California.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church
was formed out of the Free African Society,
established in 1787. African Americans faced
unending discrimination while trying to practice
their faith in American Methodist churches.
Some churchgoers went as far as pulling Afri-
can Americans off their knees as they prayed.
Black members of St. George’s Methodist
Episcopal Church split off to create their own
African congregation. Wanting to avoid dis-
crimination and obtain religious autonomy,
many black Methodists began to switch over
to African Methodist Episcopal churches.

Currently, the A.M.E. Church has member-
ship across twenty Episcopal Districts in thirty-
nine countries, on five continents. Although
the church was founded by people of African
descent and heritage, it is open to people of
any background or race. They place emphasis
on the plain and simple gospel and tirelessly
work to spread the word of Jesus Christ.

The Johnson Chapel A.M.E. Church has
been led by thirty-one dedicated ministers
over the past 100 years. They have worked to
improve the church and build a community
around it. Not only does the church take care
of their own members, they have also pro-
vided educational programs and outreach to
benefit youth in their area.

| would like to recognize the Johnson Chap-
el A.M.E. Church for their 100 years of dedi-
cated teaching and service within our commu-
nity.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF FREEDOM
HIGH SCHOOL’S CHARITY PROM

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the students, faculty, and Principal,
Doug Fulton, of Freedom High School located
in Loudoun County, Virginia, for their leader-
ship and efforts to raise money and aware-
ness for pediatric cancer. For the second year
in a row, Freedom High School will be for-
going a lavish, expensive prom and instead
will be hosting the event in their cafeteria and
gymnasium, where the proceeds from ticket
sales will be donated to pediatric cancer orga-
nizations.

Two years ago, Principal Fulton and several
students saw an opportunity for the school to
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engage with their community and join the fight
against childhood cancer when they learned
about the Prom Challenge, an initiative set
forth by St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital. Through this initiative, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital provides schools
with the tools needed to transform their normal
prom events into pediatric cancer fundraisers.

Last spring marked the first time that Free-
dom High School partook in the challenge,
and this unique event truly sparked interests
and efforts of the entire student body, faculty,
and community. When the decision was made
to transform the school’s cafeteria and gym
into a dining room and ball room in an effort
to save money on a venue, many students
were at first skeptical and disappointed. Yet
once they learned about the challenge, they
became excited and very eager to raise
money and awareness for the event. Addition-
ally, the Hilton Washington Dulles Airport
Hotel, the venue that had already been ar-
ranged for the event prior to the conception of
this charity ball, generously returned the
school its $5,000 deposit.

The theme of last year's prom was “Hats on
to Fight Pediatric Cancer,” inspired by Ellie’s
Hats, a local charity in Loudoun County that
provides hats to children who lose their hair
during cancer treatments. To raise awareness
students were asked to wear hats to the
event, and some of the proceeds were in fact
donated to this local organization. At the
event, the food provided was all donated by
Whole Foods and the National Conference
Center, and the musical performers and pho-
tographers each volunteered their time. Lastly,
the prom king and queen were not chosen by
the student body, but they were instead se-
lected based on who raised the most money
in their name. Every final detail and moment
of this event was thoroughly planned with the
intent of assisting those with pediatric cancer,
and ultimately, the event raised $48,000.

Mr. Speaker, while the students and faculty
take great pride in last year's tremendous
prom, they now hope to make this event a
permanent tradition at Freedom High School
and hope that other schools will follow their
lead. | ask that my colleagues join me in hon-
oring Freedom High School’s students and
faculty for their extraordinary work on last
year's charity prom and their continuous ef-
forts to champion this initiative. Dedicating
their time and efforts to helping children and
their families fight an unthinkable battle with
cancer attests to their unselfish character and
determination to better their community.

———

RECOGNIZING MS. KATHY
O’KEEFFE, A RECIPIENT OF THE
FBI DIRECTOR’S COMMUNITY
LEADERSHIP AWARD FOR 2016

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Cathy O’Keeffe—the Director
of the Braking Traffik organization, who is
being recognized in Washington, D.C. as a re-
cipient of the FBI Director's Community Lead-
ership Award for 2016.

As the Director of Braking Traffik, Cathy has
made remarkable contributions to our commu-
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nity, helping bring justice and resources to vic-
tims and survivors of labor and sex trafficking.
Through education, legislative advocacy and
community partnerships, Braking Traffik has
helped raise awareness about this important
issue and has strengthened trafficking laws in
both lowa and lllinois. Cathy has devoted her
drive, energy and fierce determination to this
organization since 2011, and has tremen-
dously helped make our community a safer
place to live.

I’'m very proud of Cathy’s work on this issue
and am pleased she’s gained the recognition
of the Director of the FBI. Mr. Speaker, | want
to again formally congratulate Cathy on her
award, and | join the rest of our community to
wish her every success in the future.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDWARD
J. DONLEY

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Mr. Edward J. Donley, former Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer of Air Prod-
ucts and Chemicals, Inc. in Allentown, Penn-
sylvania. Ed was a dear friend and mentor to
me. After 95 years of life, many of which were
spent as a prominent figurehead in the Lehigh
Valley’s business community and as an im-
passioned advocate for early-childhood edu-
cation, he passed away in Bethlehem, Penn-
sylvania on April 1, 2017. As a testament to
Ed’s legacy, his son John wrote a tribute to
him, a portion of which | summarized and
would like to include in the Record today:

Ed Donley was born in Detroit on November
26, 1921. During the Depression, his family
moved back to their farm near Richmond,
Michigan. After graduating from high school,
Donley won a scholarship to Lawrence Insti-
tute of Technology (now Lawrence Techno-
logical University) in Detroit and earned an en-
gineering degree in 1943. Shortly before grad-
uating, Donley was hired by a new industrial
gas company, Air Products, located in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, to design portable oxy-
gen generators for Allied bombers in World
War Il

Donley met his future wife in Chattanooga:
Ms. Inez Cantrell. They wed on October 24,
1946 and were happily married for 66 years
until Inez passed away in 2013 from Alz-
heimer's disease. The couple had three chil-
dren—Martha, Tom, and John, ten grand-
children, and a growing bevy of great-grand-
children.

Air Products relocated to the Lehigh Valley
in 1949, and Donley became Vice President of
Sales in 1957, President and Chief Operating
Officer in 1966, Chief Executive Officer (1973—
86), and Chairman of the Board (1978-86).
During his time at Air Products, he was espe-
cially proud of his commitment to promoting
employee safety, recruiting top students each
year, and creating long-term shareholder
value.

In the Lehigh Valley, Donley led many local
projects. In the 1960s and 70s, he was a trust-
ee of Cedar Crest College, the Allentown Art
Museum, and WLVT public television. He and
his wife Inez gave their time and financial sup-
port to Community Services for Children, the
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Allentown Library, KidsPeace, Lehigh Carbon
Community College, and the Da Vinci Science
Center.

Additionally, Donley served on many busi-
ness and non-profit boards, including a stint
as director of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
for 11 years. He was active in the health care
industry as well, helping to create the prede-
cessor of the Lehigh Valley Health Network in
the 1970s and working with the Rotary Club to
found Lehigh Valley Hospice, Inc. in 1980—
just the second hospice in the U.S. at that
time.

Similarly, Donley held a great passion for
early-childhood education. In addition to lead-
ing education initiatives, he and his wife gave
most of their assets to The Donley Founda-
tion, a trust now run by their children and
grandchildren, which supports the work of lit-
eracy and early-childhood education groups.

While philanthropy and a strong business
acumen served as catalysts for many of Ed’s
lifetime endeavors, his commitment to his wife,
his children, and his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren will ultimately be how he is re-
membered. Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House
please join me in celebrating a giant of a man
and a life well lived, as well as expressing
sympathy to his family and our community,
both of which have been made better by his
outstanding life and legacy. Rest in peace,
dear friend.

——————

RECOGNITION AND COMMEMORA-
TION OF THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE

HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
month, | joined with over 80 of my House col-
leagues in calling upon President Trump to
properly recognize the Armenian Genocide for
what it is—a genocide.

Unfortunately, the president continued to ex-
tend U.S. complicity in Turkey’s denial of the
Armenian Genocide by failing to properly char-
acterize the near annihilation of the Armenians
of the Ottoman Empire as a genocide.

The facts are indisputable. Over 1.5 million
Armenians were massacred during the first
genocide of the 20th century.

As crimes of genocide continue to plague
this world, Turkey’s policy of denying the Ar-
menian Genocide gives license to those who
perpetrate genocide everywhere.

As we recognize and commemorate the
102nd Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
| join my colleagues in calling upon the Turkey
government to ends its campaign of denial
and urge the administration to end American
complicity of this crime against humanity.

———

REMEMBERING WILLIAM ADAMS
KIMBROUGH, JR.

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member the life of Mr. Wiliam Adams
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Kimbrough, Jr. Billy, as he was known, was a
leader in the Mobile community and a former
U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Ala-
bama.

Billy was born in Selma and grew up in
Thomasville. He attended the University of the
South, or Sewanee, where he was a member
of the football team and active in campus af-
fairs. He later graduated from the University of
Alabama School of Law.

Under President John F. Kennedy, Billy
served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney before
working in the legal department at the GM&O
Railroad in Mobile. He later joined the law firm
of Stockman & Bedsole. In 1977, President
Jimmy Carter appointed him to serve as the
U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Ala-
bama. He held his position until 1981. Fol-
lowing his service as U.S. Attorney, Billy
joined the law firm of Turner Onderdonk where
he practiced law until his retirement in 2012.

Billy was a proud Mobilian and participated
in many groups and organizations around
Southwest Alabama. He was active in politics
throughout his life and took part in many polit-
ical campaigns. He also worked with the
Greater Gulf State Fair, of which he was the
President in 1967.

He was also a man of strong and steady
faith. He sang in the choir and taught Sunday
School at Dauphin Way United Methodist
Church in Mobile. He took great pride in see-
ing his church grow and flourish.

Sadly, Billy passed away on March 31st
after a lengthy illness. Billy was more than just
a colleague and fellow member of the Mobile
Bar Association; he was also a friend of mine
and my family.

On behalf of Alabama’s First Congressional
District, | want to share my deepest condo-
lences with his wife of 58 years, Kay, his two
children, Mary Elizabeth and Will, and his en-
tire family. | hope you can take great comfort
in the many memories together and the fact
that Billy had such a profound impact on our
community, state, and country.

————

HONORING THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNITED WAY OF
MIDLAND

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the distinguished service of the
United Way of Midland as they celebrate their
70th Anniversary.

For the past 70 years, The United Way of
Midland has been dedicated to enriching the
Permian Basin through their various outreach
programs. UWM works directly with program
providers in supporting over 50 programs and
services that target individual needs through-
out the community. These initiatives focus on
three building blocks to a better life, which are:
promoting quality education that leads to sta-
ble employment; empowering individuals to
achieve economic stability and financial secu-
rity through proven methods like job training
and financial planning courses; and vital
health services that promote healthy lifestyles
and choices. Through their work, UWM assists
roughly 65,000 people annually and invests
over $3 million back into the community.
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As a Lifetime Member of the Board of Direc-
tors for the United Way of Midland, | have
been fortunate enough to see firsthand the
great work that this organization does for the
Permian Basin community. | wish them best of
luck with their future endeavors.

CURTIS RHYNE

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and thank an exceptional North Caro-
linian, Curtis Rhyne, who has served our state
well here in Congress. After getting his start in
my office several years ago, he worked for
several Chairmen of the Republican Study
Committee and later with my colleague, Rep.
RICHARD HUDSON. He brought conservative
Carolina values to that service, which were in-
stilled in him by his parents, Jerry and Elaine
Rhyne, and his entire family during his forma-
tive years in Statesville, N.C.

As an East Carolina University Pirate and
graduate, Curtis was well prepared intellectu-
ally for his work here in Washington, which
was primarily on energy, trade, and other pol-
icy issues. He is well known in Washington for
his personal attention to individuals and issues
and is held in the highest regard for his pro-
fessionalism and knowledge.

Regardless of where he resides, I'll always
think of Curtis as a constituent and wish him
well as he moves on to serve our state as a
Policy Advisor for North Carolina House
Speaker Tim Moore in Raleigh.

———————

U.S. WANTS TO COMPETE FOR A
WORLD EXPO ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, it's been more
than three decades since the United States
hosted a World’s Fair, even as there has been
a recent upsurge in local and national interest
to do so. Under rules from the Bureau of Inter-
national Expositions, the U.S. is effectively
prevented from hosting Expos and World’s
Fairs because we are no longer a part of the
organization.

That's why I'm joining with my fellow Min-
nesotans, led by Congressman EMMER, and a
bipartisan coalition to authorize the U.S. to re-
join the BIE. This effort also urges U.S. gov-
ernment assistance in advancing Minnesota’s
bid to host EXPO 2023.

| believe my home state of Minnesota is the
perfect place to usher in a new era for Amer-
ican membership in the BIE. Business, civic,
and community leaders in Minnesota have al-
ready created the Minnesota’s World’s Fair
Bid Committee to start preparing for this
unique opportunity to show what our state, our
region, and our country have to offer.

We should work with the appropriate federal
departments and agencies, and take the nec-
essary steps to ensure the United States re-
joins the BIE so that we are not at a disadvan-
tage and so our great cities and states can ex-
perience being on display on the world stage.
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REV. PATRICIA BRUGER
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of Rev. Patricia Bruger and her con-
tributions to the Center of United Methodist
Aid to the Community (CUMAC) on this spe-
cial day, Thursday, April 27, 2017.

Born and raised in Washington, DC, Patricia
is a graduate of the University of Maryland,
where she earned her BS in Education in
1969. She worked for the Girl Scouts of Amer-
ica and was a public school teacher. From
1969 until 1972 she served as a high school
teacher in Silver Spring, Maryland. She later
moved to New Jersey, and served as a sub-
stitute teacher in Bergen County from 1985 to
1991.

She then received her Masters of Divinity at
the Drew Theological Seminary in 1995 with
over 25 years of experience in social and civic
ministries. She is an ordained Elder of The
United Methodist Church, a certified Mentor
for the Board of Ordained Ministry, a certified
counselor for the Clergy Partnership on Do-
mestic Violence, and a member of the
Bishop’s Task Force on Urban Minorities.

Patricia is a committed social servant dedi-
cated to the eradication of hunger and poverty
through direct source and broad advocacy ef-
forts. Patricia has been the Executive Director
of CUMAC for over 26 years. She has led the
organization through a tremendous period of
growth from operating out of an abandoned
church to purchasing its own 28,000 square
foot facility and from a small food pantry to a
multi-service agency serving over 40,000 peo-
ple in need every year, providing food assist-
ance, disaster relief, job training, supportive
housing, and hope to a community facing per-
vasive poverty.

She was a founding and active member of
the Emergency Food Coalition of Passaic
County (newly operating as a CUMAC pro-
gram), the NJ statewide Anti-Hunger Coalition,
and the Paterson Alliance. Patricia has been a
leading voice for her community, advocating
for hunger to be addressed in the state budg-
et, as well as rallying support for SNAP bene-
fits and Breakfast after the Bell, to feed hungry
students so they can concentrate on their edu-
cation instead.

Patricia’s forward-thinking and leadership
abilities has encouraged and inspired staff and
volunteers to partake in CUMAC’s mission of
taking care of others. She has raised aware-
ness about pervasive poverty through this or-
ganization, and strives to fulfill the needs of
people who do not have the adequate re-
sources to function in their daily lives. She has
worked closely with other feeding programs
throughout Passaic County and northern New
Jersey to bring about change in the commu-
nity, and to assist in eradicating poverty.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing and commemorating
individuals who have dedicated their lives to
serving the people. Patricia has truly left an
everlasting mark on my hometown of
Paterson.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, family and friends, all those whose
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lives she has touched, and me, in recognizing
the work of Rev. Patricia Bruger and her
strong desire to help those in need across the
world.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PAUL TONKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday,
April 26th, | was unavoidably detained and |
missed roll call votes 224 and 225.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on roll call vote 224.

Had | been present, | would have voted NO
on roll call vote 225.

FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH 2017

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
Co-Chair of the House Financial and Eco-
nomic Literacy Caucus in recognition of Finan-
cial Literacy Month.

Every day, Americans are faced with finan-
cial decisions that impact their lives and their
families. That is why promoting financial and
economic literacy is so important and why we
draw attention to it each and every April.

Financial literacy is a lifelong journey,
whether writing a monthly budget, managing
your credit, or saving for retirement, every
American needs to understand the basic prin-
ciples of planning, saving and investing for the
future.

In that spirit, | urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor/support bipartisan House Resolution
243, which promotes the ideals and goals of
Financial Literacy Month, and to also partici-
pate in tomorrow’s Financial Literacy Day on
the Hill.

Let's ensure more Americans can build a
better financial future this Financial Literacy
Month and all year round.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JACK W.
SCHWARTZ

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Jack W. Schwartz on his 102nd
birthday.

Mr. Jack W. Schwartz is from Hanford, Cali-
fornia. Growing up, Mr. Schwartz graduated
from Hollywood High School at the age of fif-
teen and went on to earn both his Bachelor of
Arts and Master of Science degrees in Civil
Engineering from California Institute of Tech-
nology. After working in various engineering
jobs, Mr. Schwartz joined the United States
Navy in 1940 as a Lieutenant Junior Grade in
the Civil Engineering Corps. His first Navy as-
signment was at Pearl Harbor, and he was
later transferred to Guam in January 1941.
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Barely a year later, on December 8, the Japa-
nese Navy attacked Guam.

On December 10, 1941, Guam became the
first American territory to formally surrender to
an enemy in World War Il. Lt. Schwartz and
the sailors and Marines on the island became
prisoners of war (POW) for nearly the next
four years. Lt. Schwartz and the other officers
were sent by boat to the Japanese port of
Tadotsu on the island of Shikoku to become
slave laborers for Japanese corporations.
Upon arrival in mainland Japan, Mr. Schwartz
was taken to the Zentsuji POW Camp nearly
400 miles west of Tokyo. While in this camp,
Lt. Schwartz was beaten and denied food,
water, and medical service whenever he de-
fended and advocated for those under his
command. In September 1942, he was trans-
ferred to Tokyo 2B Kawasaki and later sent to
Zentsuji in August of 1944. His final transfer
was in June 1945 to POW Camp 11-B
Rokuroshi. This camp was located in the Jap-
anese Alps, where food was scarce, condi-
tions were overcrowded, and winter clothes
were unavailable, leading many to believe
they would not survive the harsh mountain
winter. However, the camp was discovered
and liberated on September 8, 1945, several
days after the formal surrender of Japan on
September 2. After the war, Lt. Schwartz re-
mained in the United States Navy and later re-
tired in 1962 as a Commander.

At the age of ninety nine, Mr. Schwartz was
invited to take part in the Fifth Delegation of
American Former POWSs of Japan where he
met with Japanese officials, students, and vis-
ited the sites of former POW camps. He felt
the experience was important for remem-
brance and reconciliation.

Mr. Schwartz served as the Public Works
Director and City Engineer for eighteen years
in Hanford, California. Since his retirement in
1980, Mr. Schwartz has been active on many
city and council projects including serving
eight years as City Planning Commissioner
and five years on the Kings County Grand
Jury. The most prideful accomplishment of Mr.
Schwartz’s long career in public service is his
work in helping to procure the funds to create
and design Hidden Valley Park in Hanford.

Today, Mr. Schwartz has a son, a step-
daughter, and a grandson. His favorite hob-
bies are woodturning and making things out of
wood, reading, and writing with the Remington
Ramblers, a local writing workshop.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in wishing this extraordinary American,
Mr. Jack W. Schwartz, well on his 102nd birth-
day and thanking him for his years of military
and public service.

———

RECOGNIZING PASTOR
WALLSTONE E. FRANCIS

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize an accomplished individual, a dis-
tinguished pillar of our community, and a per-
sonal friend, Pastor Wallstone E. Francis, on
the occasion of his 25th anniversary as pastor
of Shiloh Baptist Church in Waukegan, lllinois.
For 25 years, Pastor Francis has shared his
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passion, his vision and his dedication to scrip-
ture and service, not just with his church but
with the entire community.

Pastor Francis was born in Nassau, Baha-
mas, and moved to the United States in 1971.
After earning a Bachelor of Theology and
Bachelor of Arts Degrees from American Bap-
tist College of American Baptist Theological
Seminary in Nashville, Tennessee and an
Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from
Selma University, in Selma, Alabama, Pastor
Francis began his ministry in Smyrna, Ten-
nessee and later Franklin, Kentucky.

On May 3, 1992, Pastor Francis was in-
stalled as pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church. In
his two and a half decades of service, Pastor
Francis has become known as an incisive
teacher of the Scripture, a dedicated minister
to his congregation, and an upstanding leader
in his community. In addition to his Christian
ministry, Pastor Francis gives back through his
service on the Waukegan Civil Service Com-
mission and as a volunteer Chaplain at Victory
Memorial Hospital and the Lake County Jail.

Pastor Francis has been blessed with more
than forty years of marriage to Mrs. Angelia
Rene Otey William. Their loving family in-
cludes grown children and grandchildren, in-
cluding children who came to the family as
foster children. | am also honored to celebrate
their commitment to foster care.

lllinois’s Tenth District and the Waukegan
community is lucky for Pastor Francis’s leader-
ship. On this moment of anniversary, | wish
him, his family, and the entire Shiloh Baptist
Church community all the best in the years to
come.

——————

TRIBUTE TO FORMER
CONGRESSMAN EARL E. HILLIARD

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to my good friend, former Con-
gressman Earl Hilliard, who will celebrate his
75th birthday this weekend, at a gathering of
his family and friends in Birmingham, Ala-
bama.

While a Member of this body, Earl and |
worked very closely together, preserving the
integrity of historically black colleges and uni-
versities and supporting the preservation and
restoration of historic sites and buildings. At
his weekend gathering they will establish a
scholarship in his honor in order to help more
rural Alabama young men and women have
opportunities to further their education.

| want to congratulate my friend for reaching
this milestone in his life, a place | got to more
than a year ago, and wish him a happy birth-
day and further success in establishing more
benefits for young men and women throughout
Alabama.

Family: Former Congressman Earl Frederick
Hilliard was born in Birmingham, Alabama on
April 9, 1942 to lola Frazier and William Hill-
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iard. In 1967, Earl Hilliard married Mary Frank-
lin. Both were the first person on both sides of
their families to attend and graduate from col-
lege. They have two children: Alesia Hilliard-
Smith (R. J. Smith) and Earl Hilliard, Jr.
(Janine Hunt-Hilliard) and four grandchildren:
Roderick Smith, Jr., Reginald Smith, Earl Hill-
iard, Ill and Nya Hilliard. In June 2016, the
couple celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary.

Education: Earl graduated from Western-
Olin High School in 1960. Because of his ex-
periences growing up in segregated Bir-
mingham, he chose to attend historically black
colleges and universities. He received a B.A.
from Morehouse College in 1964, a J.D. from
Howard University School of Law in 1967, and
an M.B.A. in 1970 from Atlanta University
(now Clark-Atlanta University) School of Busi-
ness. He was awarded an Honorary Degree—
Doctor of Humane Letters—in 2000 from
Talladega College.

Civil Rights/Black History: While a student at
Morehouse College, in Atlanta, Georgia, Hill-
iard met Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The meet-
ing had a powerful effect on him, and he be-
came “one of King’s foot soldiers in the war
for racial equality. He worked with voter-reg-
istration drives and participated in many pro-
test marches. He continued his work when he
was elected to the Alabama House of Rep-
resentatives where he chaired the first Ala-
bama Black Legislative Caucus.

Political Career: In 1974, Earl F. Hilliard was
elected to the Alabama House of Representa-
tives where he chaired the Alabama Black
Legislative Caucus. In 1980, he was elected to
the Alabama State Senate and chaired the
Alabama State Judiciary, Commerce, Trans-
portation and Utility Committees. His Senate
career focused on helping the urban poor,
who constituted the bulk of his Birmingham-
area constituents. He earned a reputation as
a hard-fighting, tactical legislator.

In 1992, Hilliard won a seat in the U.S. Con-
gress, becoming the first black Representative
from Alabama since Jeremiah Haralson left of-
fice after Reconstruction. “We have not had a
voice in 117 years,” Hilliard declared upon his
first election. “l will be able to articulate the
views and opinions of a group that hasn’t had
representation in a very long time. His district
included three major cities—Selma, Mont-
gomery, and Birmingham—all of which were
battlegrounds at the heart of the 1960s civil
rights movement.

Hilliard’s initial focus in Congress was cre-
ating economic opportunity for his constitu-
ents. He supported legislation that would help
Alabama’s urban poor. He called for a South-
ern Rural Development Commission, modeled
after the Appalachian Regional Commission to
assist economic development in rural commu-
nities in ten southern states. Congressman
Hilliard reestablished Gees Bend Ferry. He at-
tempted to protect and expand the Alabama
military installations used by the U.S. Army
and the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration. He worked to protect a Tusca-
loosa-area airport that was difficult to sustain
because of the region’s sparse population.
“Tuscaloosa and the surrounding communities
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would suffer terribly without local air service,
and this travel option will become increasingly
important as industrial development continues
in the area,” he wrote to a colleague. Due in
large part to Congressman Hilliard’s lobbying,
the House and Senate Appropriations Commit-
tees diverted limited funding to Tuscaloosa in
the Essential Air Service legislation. He suc-
cessfully pushed funding to support Alabama’s
historically black colleges and universities and
provided scholarship money for minority stu-
dents. Hilliard was also crucial in convincing a
Korean-based car manufacturer to open a
plant outside Montgomery. While in Congress,
he served on the Agriculture, Small Business,
International Relations and Foreign Affairs
Committees. An active member of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Congressman Hill-
iard was elected vice chairman of the organi-
zation for the 105th Congress (1997 through
1999).

Academic Career: Earl F. Hilliard began his
career as a teacher at Miles College (1967
through 1968) and later was an assistant to
the president of Alabama State University
(1968 through 1970). While in Congress, he
didn’t forget what he’d learned and the impor-
tance of procuring funding to support Ala-
bama’s historically black colleges and univer-
sities and to provide scholarship money for mi-
nority students. Over the years, he has helped
countless relatives, friends, and constituents
achieve their educational goals by providing fi-
nancial support to students who desired to
pursue advanced degrees, but were financially
unable to do so. He has mentored an innu-
merable amount of people, from high school
and college students to seasoned profes-
sionals.

Awards/Honors: In 1974, Earl F. Hilliard re-
ceived Omega Psi Phi’'s Businessman of the
Year Award and he was given Delta Sigma
Theta’s Distinguished Service and Achieve-
ment Award in 1975. He was awarded the
Outstanding Alumnus Award, in 2010, from
Morehouse College National Alumni Associa-
tion. In 2011, Earl F. Hilliard received an Out-
standing Alumnus Award from National Alumni
Council of the United Negro College Fund and
in 2015, he was one of the recipients of an
Alabama Majesty Award from Miles College.

Community Involvement and Associations:
Earl Hilliard holds Life Memberships in Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). He also holds or has held
memberships in the National Bar Association,
the Alabama State Bar Association, the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, the Alabama Law-
yers Association, the Morehouse College
Alumni Association, and Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Morehouse Athletic
Foundation, Inc., of which he was one of the
incorporators. He has served as Trustee of
both Miles College Law School and Tuskegee
University. He currently serves as a Deacon,
Elder and a Sunday school teacher for the
Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church of
North Pratt and previously served as Chair-
man of both the Deacon and Trustee Boards.
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