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percent of Black patients; White dentists only 
treat 10.5 percent; Hispanics treat 9.8 percent; 
and Asian dentists only treat 11.5 percent 
Black patients. The Affordable Care Act helps 
ensure that dental visits and oral and dental 
health care become a routine part of every-
one’s health care regimen. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF MRS. PEARL 
BIGGS’ 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my sincerest congratulations 
and Happy Birthday wishes to Mrs. Pearl 
Biggs, who is celebrating her 100th birthday 
on Tuesday, May 2, 2017. A birthday celebra-
tion will be held for Mrs. Biggs on Saturday, 
April 29, 2017. 

In 1917, the United States entered World 
War I, women did not yet have the right to 
vote, and segregation was rampant in the 
South. This is the year Mrs. Pearl Biggs was 
born to Mahaley Jones and Wiley Bunkley. In-
deed, Mrs. Biggs has seen much in her life-
time and through it all, she has relied on her 
faith in the Lord. 

Mrs. Biggs began working as a cook at a 
young age and so it was inevitable that she 
would become known as a very good cook. In 
1937, she married Pedro Biggs and they 
would spend the next 76 years together until 
his passing in 2014. 

Pearl and Pedro Biggs opened one of the 
first Black-owned businesses in the Geneva 
and Box Springs area in Southwest Georgia. 
They owned several businesses, including 
Biggs Sandwich Shop, a movie theatre, and a 
pulpwood company. They were also farmers. 

Mrs. Biggs loves to sing and she sang in 
the choir at her church. Her favorite song is 
‘‘Let Jesus Lead Me.’’ She loves collard 
greens and the color pink. She enjoys fishing 
and talking on the phone. Mrs. Biggs has 
never met a stranger—she always wants to 
feed people and no one ever goes hungry 
around her. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘How 
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the 
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday 
in your life you will have been all of these.’’ 
Mrs. Biggs has advanced far in life because 
she never forgot these lessons and always 
kept God first. 

As she celebrates 100 years of life, Mrs. 
Biggs will be surrounded by her sons, Monroe 
and Allen; daughters-in-law, Mildred and Cyn-
thia; grandchildren, Timothy, Kelton, and 
Amelia; and great-grandchildren, Jackson and 
Christopher; plus a host of other family mem-
bers and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, along with my wife Vivian and the almost 
730,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, in honoring an outstanding cit-
izen and woman of faith, Mrs. Pearl Biggs, as 
she, her family, and friends celebrate her 
100th birthday. 

IN RECOGNITION OF VISTA MARIA 
AND ITS 2017 WOMAN OF 
ACHIEVEMENT HONOREE GLEN-
DA REED 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 27, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Vista Maria and its 2017 Woman of 
Achievement Honoree Glenda Reed. As 
founder and CEO of Crossroads Learning 
Center, Ms. Reed has dedicated her life to 
protecting children, teens and adolescents. 

Founded in 1883, Vista Maria is a private, 
non-profit agency that provides treatment and 
care for vulnerable youth with emotional and 
behavioral problems resulting from neglect or 
abuse. Since its establishment by the Sisters 
of the Good Shepherd, the organization has 
evolved into a multi-service agency that pro-
vides comprehensive support to children and 
their families. In addition to its community 
youth assistance programs, Vista Maria runs 
two on-campus charter schools at their 37- 
acre Dearborn Heights campus, as well as a 
health clinic, residential treatment programs, 
and foster care initiatives. Collectively, these 
initiatives provide critical services to support 
and improve outcomes for high-risk youth and 
adolescents. Vista Maria also raises aware-
ness and recognizes outstanding women in 
the community at its annual Celebrating 
Women event. 

Vista Maria’s 2017 Woman of Achievement 
Honoree is Glenda Reed, an educator who 
founded the Crossroads Learning Center, an 
early childhood education facility in Detroit. 
Crossroads provides high-quality childcare and 
after-school care for children ages 0–12. In 
addition, Ms. Reed runs Once Upon a Time, 
a nonprofit organization that recognizes and 
supports survivors of childhood abuse. Her ef-
forts to support these individuals have helped 
empower them to take control of their lives 
and fulfill their potential. She has also traveled 
around the country as an advocate for these 
women, and her exceptional work on their be-
half is more than deserving of this prestigious 
honor. It is my hope that Ms. Reed and Vista 
Maria continue to build on their legacy of serv-
ice on behalf of these youth. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Vista Maria and its 2017 Woman 
of Achievement Honoree, Glenda Reed. Their 
work has had a tremendous impact and 
helped improve the lives of countless women. 
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CELEBRATING THE 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF TECHNET 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 27, 2017 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, twenty years 
ago, Bay Area innovation leaders John Doerr, 
John Chambers, and Jim Barksdale spurred a 
new era of American technological advance-
ment by creating TechNet. 

Today, TechNet represents the spirit of 
technological innovation that continues to 
thrive in Silicon Valley. 

TechNet stands as a remarkable example of 
how bringing people together can inspire inno-

vation, strengthen our economy, and create a 
more productive future. 

TechNet’s network of CEOs and senior ex-
ecutives have worked with leaders in Con-
gress to drive an Innovation Agenda that cre-
ates jobs and opportunities for Americans. 

As we look to the future, the iconic compa-
nies and dynamic startups that form TechNet 
will continue to lead our nation in the develop-
ment of transformative technologies that cre-
ate more opportunities for more Americans. 

Congratulations on 20 years of inspired 
leadership and shining achievement. Best 
wishes on many more years of success 
unleashing the full potential of American inno-
vation. 
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HONORING LONNIE CARPENTER OF 
WEST VIRGINIA 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize my constituent, Lon-
nie Carpenter. Lonnie, a lifelong Wayne Coun-
ty resident, served his country as a seaman 
onboard the USS Ault destroyer during the 
Korean War. 

After his service, Lonnie returned back to 
his home in the beautiful hills of West Virginia 
and started a family with his wife of more than 
63 years, Edna Davis. Together they had 
three wonderful children, and Lonnie provided 
for them through his career in the banking and 
finance industry. Lonnie is a proud Mason, 
having been conferred the 33rd Degree, and 
chronicled the history of Freemasons in many 
articles for the Scottish Rite. 

Lonnie also served a term as a councilman 
for the town of Ceredo and volunteers his time 
for numerous organizations that have im-
proved the lives of the people of his commu-
nity. I thank Lonnie for all he has done for the 
people of West Virginia and for his service to 
our nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL VINCENT B. MYERS 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in gratitude for the hard work and commitment 
of Lieutenant Colonel Vincent B. Myers, who 
has served as the Medical Army Legislative Li-
aison to my office for the past two years. 

A Lieutenant Colonel in the United States 
Army and an experienced health care pro-
vider, Vince has been essential to my office 
and the House Armed Services Committee, as 
we work toward the goal of enhancing medical 
readiness and providing top care for our serv-
ice members. 

On May 11, Vince will continue his com-
mitted service to the United States as he 
takes command of McDonald Army Health 
Center at Fort Eustis, Virginia. I know that in 
this role, Vince will serve with conviction and 
honor. 

I congratulate Vince, and thank him for his 
work and friendship. 
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