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unit, and in line to be valedictorian on
graduation.

One of his biggest dreams was to at-
tend one of the Nation’s service acad-
emies. After he completed his 4 years
at Reed High School, he accepted an
appointment to the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, Hudson
High.

Upon graduating from West Point, he
earned an Army Ranger tab and was
deployed to Iraq in 2003, where he was
killed in action due to an IED explo-
sion.

His legacy lives on at Reed High
School, especially in the NJROTC pro-
gram. Through an award given there by
one of the past instructors as well,
there is now being more done in order
to memorialize a hero who left such a
profound impact on those who knew
him and were around him.

The NJROTC hallway at Reed High is
going to be completely dedicated to
Captain Byers, being named the Cap-
tain Joshua T. Byers Leadership Me-
morial Hallway.

In this hall you can find Captain
Byers’ uniform, awards, military deco-
rations, and various pictures and sto-
ries to help capture the essence of this
hero in our hearts and minds.

Mr. Speaker, I ask today that we
keep the Byers family and Joshua in
our prayers and thoughts.

———

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S PROMISE TO
DRAIN THE SWAMP AND 100 DAYS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, we are
quickly approaching President Trump’s
first 100 days in office, and the swamp
he pledged to drain now has been
stocked with Wall Street’s finest.

President Trump made a big jobs
promise to working people across this
country in his campaign. But hundreds
of steel workers in places like Lorain,
Ohio, are being terminated due to con-
tinuing Korean and Chinese imports
being dumped into this marketplace.

The President seems to have a raft of
bankers from Goldman Sachs advising
him on the global economy, but where
is his trade team that is supposed to
protect workers like I represent in the
State of Ohio?

This is the backdrop to the 2018 budg-
et the President has chosen to send up
to Congress. His 2018 budget rewards
Wall Street—anybody surprised—and
hurts Main Streets in places like Lo-
rain and Ohio and Pennsylvania and
Michigan and Indiana and Wisconsin,
the States that carried him into the
Presidency.

Vice President Joe Biden once said:
“Show me your budget, and I will tell
you what you value.”

Well, President Trump’s budget ap-
parently doesn’t value the people of the
Great Lakes States because it zeros
out the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative and other programs under the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
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ministration and the Environmental
Protection Agency that are trying to
help us clean up water, the source of
all life.

Look what he is doing to job training
programs, to Meals on Wheels, to after-
school care, programs that the middle
class cares about and are vital to life:
slash, slash, slash. More bankers in
there from Goldman Sachs and Wall
Street.

To make matters worse, the Trump
administration has a total disregard
for ethics, as they clearly violate the
Emoluments Clause of our Constitu-
tion.

President Trump and his children
have still failed to fully divest their as-
sets and put them in true blind trusts
to prevent real and dangerous conflicts
of interest.

How about the number of patents
that China has just granted to the
Trump family, including Ivanka
Trump? How about that? When the
President has changed his position on
China from what he said in the cam-
paign and now it is a little bit different
and the patents just got approved after
sitting on the shelf for a decade, does
that strike anyone as unusual?

The Trump administration is not
draining the swamp. This President is
filling it with broken promises to the
American people who are depending on
him and his administration to make a
difference for people who need atten-
tion across this country.

———

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about Sexual Assault
Awareness Month and the need to sup-
port those who have been victimized by
this terrible crime.

According to the National Sexual Vi-
olence Resource Center, nearly 1 in 4
women and 1 in 10 men will experience
sexual violence, and 7 out of 10 sexual
assault cases are committed by some-
one who the survivor knows.

Nearly 50 percent of female survivors
will experience PTS, or post trauma
stress, and per the Rape and Incest Na-
tional Network, only 2 percent of those
offenders will spend jail time or be con-
victed of a felony.

Sex trafficking is a prevalent prob-
lem, and according to the U.S. State
Department, 600,000 to 800,000 people
are trafficked across international bor-
ders. Of those numbers, 80 percent are
female and half are children.

Sex trafficking occurs when someone
uses fraud, force, or coercion to cause a
commercial sexual act with an adult or
cause a minor to commit a commercial
sexual act.

Thus, victims of sex trafficking are
also victims of assault. They are
threatened, taken from families and
loved ones, and forced to commit acts
they would not do on their own free
will.
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These statistics demand action. I per-
sonally know victims of sexual assault,
and I have tackled it head-on while as
a commander. I started this journey
when I was a commander at the
Ramstein Air Base in Germany.

When I arrived there as a new base
commander in 2008, the allegations of
sexual assault were too high. I imple-
mented a two-step solution to address
the problem.

First, all rape accusers, if willing to
testify, would have their day in court,
have their day to say what happened to
a jury.

Second, those convicted of rape
would have their names and prison sen-
tences distributed widely around the
base. Our rates immediately improved.
This program was later ranked by the
Air Force as the number one sexual as-
sault response program—the number
one in the Air Force. So I take this
issue seriously.

I recently met with Courtney, a con-
stituent in my district in Omaha, who
was sexually assaulted while serving as
a marine. She shared her story with
me, including how she was treated
after reporting the rape. And what she
told me greatly disheartened me. I
could not believe that someone who
proudly served in uniform was basi-
cally ostracized by the very people she
served with.

She felt persecuted and ignored for
daring to report an assault that should
not have occurred, from simple acts of
being ignored to having her belongings
thrown out of the barracks in black
trash bags by her fellow servicemen.

Courtney was not only a victim of as-
sault, but a victim of repeated back-
lash from superiors and colleagues.
Courtney developed PTS because of not
only the assault, but how she was
treated for reporting the assault.

In my district office is Makayla, an
intern who at the young age of 15 was
molested by her father. Makayla’s par-
ents were divorced, and one weekend
when she was alone with her biological
father, the horrendous crime took
place.

She would live in fear for the next 2
years until, finally, by the grace of
God, she told her mom what happened.
The days following were a whirlwind,
from giving testimony to telling her
grandparents what their son had done
to her.

The lives of both women will never be
the same. However, they both know
and both knew that God would turn
their trauma into triumph.

Makayla is now a college student at
the University of Nebraska Omaha and
shares her story at colleges, schools,
nonprofits, and other organizations all
over Nebraska. After graduating, she
wants to work in politics to change the
policies surrounding sexual assault
cases.

Courtney is also speaking out and
has started a blog on social media sites
detailing her journey to recovery and
sharing her story so others know that
they are not alone.
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