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Mr. BUDD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———
HONORING COACH DON DAVIDSON

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to congratulate Don Davidson for 50
years of teaching and coaching at
Yorkville High School, Aurora Chris-
tian, and Parkview Christian Academy.

Coach Davidson’s ability to inspire
and energize his students of all ages
has led them to hundreds of victories
on the basketball court, earning him a
place in the Illinois Basketball Coaches
Association Hall of Fame. Not only
does Don hold the second longest home
winning streak in Illinois history, with
80 wins from February 1988 until Feb-
ruary 1997, but his exceptional coach-
ing has secured 677 career varsity wins,
10 THSA regional titles, 5 THSA sec-
tional titles, and 3 ACSI Great Lakes
championships.

More importantly, Don is a generous,
compassionate mentor who cares deep-
ly about the lives of his students off
the court.

Don, thank you for your 50 years of
service to our community and, most
importantly, for embodying the life of
Christ to your students and to their
parents, like me.

———

VOICING SUPPORT FOR SCI-
ENTISTS AND FEDERAL WORK-
ERS

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to voice support for the dedi-
cated public servants who make this
country great.

President Trump campaigned on a
promise to drain the swamp, and in-
stead he nominated unqualified Wall
Street executives and career politi-
cians for Cabinet and senior-level posi-
tions, leaving the next level of appoint-
ments almost entirely unfilled, all
while threatening to cut the experi-
enced Federal workforce who make our
government work well every day.

As the only Ph.D. physicist in Con-
gress, I know that many of these Fed-
eral workers and their support staff are
scientists who work every day to ad-
vance innovation and improve our
standard of living. The Department of
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Energy, for example, relies on sci-
entists with technical expertise to run
our national labs. The success of their
work depends on long-term sustained
funding and a continuity of competent
leadership to make their new ideas a
reality.

But our President’s skinny budget
would destroy scientific funding and
force us to give up our place as a leader
in innovation, and many of his appoint-
ments are insulting jokes. So last
weekend I joined the March for Science
because it is clear that this adminis-
tration does not value science and sci-
entific enterprise.

I call on my colleagues here today to
support scientists and Federal workers.
And if a swamp needs to be drained, the
place to start is Mar-a-Lago.

————
TAX FREEDOM DAY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Sunday marked Tax
Freedom Day, determined by the Tax
Foundation, led by President Scott
Hodge. This is the day when our citi-
zens have earned enough money to pay
their tax bill for the year.

It is alarming that American tax-
payers must work 113 days to foot the
bill for their annual tax obligation.
Collectively, American families spent
more on their taxes this year than on
food, clothing, and housing combined.
This is an abuse of the American peo-
ple, limiting their ability to spend
their own hard-earned wages.

As Tax Freedom Day is pushed later
each year, we must commit to com-
monsense reforms to the Tax Code. The
Federal Government takes too much
from American workers with an obses-
sive push to increase taxes, destroying
jobs.

I am encouraged by the tax plan
President Donald Trump outlined yes-
terday and look forward to working
with him to provide tax reform that
will create jobs, simplify the Tax Code,
and grow the economy. I am confident
that, by working together, we can de-
liver comprehensive, balanced tax re-
forms for American families which will
promote jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

PUERTO RICO MEDICAID FUNDS
EVAPORATING

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, while
my Republican colleagues take their
sweet time passing a bill to fund the
government, Puerto Rico is watching
its Medicaid funds evaporate.

In this package, we must provide suf-
ficient resources to address this short-
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fall from the funding authorized under
the ACA that is already owed to the
people of Puerto Rico.

I remind Congress the funding under
discussion would close a Medicaid
shortage that was created by the un-
equal treatment of American citizens
in Puerto Rico, fueling a healthcare
crisis of historic proportions.

Last year, Speaker PAUL RYAN com-
mitted to helping the people of Puerto
Rico. As he, himself, recognized, these
are our fellow citizens.

Yes, Mr. President, they are Amer-
ican citizens. They have fought, shed
blood, and given their lives in nearly
every major war, yet they have been
treated unfairly for decades.

Donald Trump’s own HHS Secretary
recently acknowledged Puerto Rico
needs $900 million to fund Medicaid.
For once, I agree with the Secretary.

———————

PAYCHECK PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, a labor
union’s purpose is simple: to represent
its members and to bargain on their be-
half. But for millions of Americans who
are currently paying union dues, their
money is sometimes being used for po-
litical advocacy that they may not
support.

The First Amendment in our Con-
stitution grants workers around the
country the freedom to donate or not
to donate to any political cause. As it
currently stands, however, union mem-
bers have to opt out of having their
dues spent on certain political activity.
This process can be burdensome, and it
can be complicated and time con-
suming.

Instead of asking workers to go
through a lengthy process just to avoid
funding political causes they don’t sup-
port, they should have the choice from
the start whether to opt in to that
spending or not.

Earlier this week, I introduced the
National Paycheck Protection Act that
would require an employee’s consent
before their labor organization dues are
used for any purpose not directly re-
lated to collective bargaining.

Mr. Speaker, union members are
Americans before they are Republicans
or Democrats, and this simple change
would be the first step in the fight for
more worker freedom.

———

DRAIN THE SWAMP

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
Saturday marks 100 days since Presi-
dent Trump took office. He is far from
““draining the swamp’’ as promised. He
stacked his administration with bil-
lionaires, family members, and people
with dangerous ties to Russian inter-
ests.

His national security policies have
been a far cry from the steady-handed
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