
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2927 April 27, 2017 
We are approaching the fork in the 

road for health care in our country. We 
have a choice of two paths, and they 
lead to very different outcomes. 

ObamaCare’s regulatory behemoth is 
collapsing the individual market and is 
paving the way toward a disastrous re-
sult, namely, socialized medicine—and 
the crowded waiting rooms, scarce ac-
cess to physicians, and low-quality 
health care that comes with it, not to 
mention an unprecedented accumula-
tion of power in Washington, D.C. 

This is not conjecture. Barack 
Obama, Harry Reid, and a whole host 
of ObamaCare supporters have been 
completely candid about their ultimate 
goal of a single-payer healthcare sys-
tem, which could then seamlessly de-
volve into socialized medicine. 

The time to right our course is now. 
Republicans are offering the American 
people a better way, one that fosters 
choice, lowers healthcare costs, and 
improves Americans’ health outcomes. 
We have two clear and very distinct op-
tions. Let’s make the right choice and 
pull back from the brink of socialized 
medicine. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST 100 
DAYS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the 
last four elections have defined one of 
the most dramatic political realign-
ments in our country’s history. 

In these elections, we have seen a net 
shift of 64 U.S. House seats, 12 U.S. 
Senate seats, 10 Governors, 919 State 
legislative seats, and the Presidency 
shift from Democrat to Republican. 

This happened in large part on three 
overarching mandates from the Amer-
ican people: revive the economy, secure 
our borders, and restore our healthcare 
system. If President Trump can accom-
plish these three objectives, his admin-
istration and this Congress will be re-
membered as one of the most success-
ful and beneficial in our Nation’s his-
tory. 

In working toward these goals, Presi-
dent Trump has faced the most bitter, 
virulent, and partisan opposition that 
any President has endured since the 
election of 1860. 

We have seen the radical left in full 
display across our Nation with its ap-
palling incivility, its intolerance of 
other points of view, and its disrespect 
of our democratic process and constitu-
tional institutions. Sadly, this opposi-
tion now permeates much of our press 
and academia. 

Yet, despite these obstacles, as we 
mark the first 100 days of this Presi-
dency, there is ample reason to cele-
brate the new direction that President 
Trump and this Congress have taken 
and the progress that we have made. 

Our overarching mandate is to revive 
our economy and restore prosperity to 

millions of struggling American fami-
lies who have suffered the most dis-
appointing decade in more than 80 
years, buried under an avalanche of 
Obama-era regulations and taxes. 

American workers finally have an ad-
vocate in the Oval Office. This Presi-
dent has signed more legislation in his 
first 100 days than any President since 
Harry Truman. And many of these 
bills, as well as his executive orders, 
have begun repealing the heavy regula-
tions that have been sinking our econ-
omy. 

One study estimates these actions 
have already relieved our economy of 
$68 billion of destructive regulations. 
That comes to about $500 for every 
family in America. 

The Keystone pipeline alone will 
produce thousands of construction 
jobs, billions of dollars of private in-
vestment, and, when completed, 830,000 
barrels of Canadian crude oil entering 
American markets every day. 

And what has happened? 
Well, consumer confidence is up 3 

points since the election. The S&P is 
up 11 percent, the NASDAQ is up more 
than 15 percent, and the Dow is up 13 
percent. 317,000 more Americans are 
working today than on the day the 
President took the oath of office, un-
employment has dropped three-tenths 
of a point, and the labor participation 
rate has started to inch upward once 
again. 

It is not yet ‘‘morning again in 
America,’’ but the first faint shades of 
light are appearing on our economic 
horizon. 

The second great mandate was to se-
cure the borders after many years, 
when millions of illegal immigrants 
made a mockery of our Nation’s sov-
ereignty and our rule of law. Wages for 
working Americans stagnated, jobs 
dried up, and social services have 
strained as a result. 

Well, finally, we have a President 
who takes the Nation’s security and 
the sovereignty of our borders seri-
ously. Renewed enforcement has, by all 
accounts, boosted morale of our immi-
gration agencies dramatically, and 
criminal aliens are finally being de-
ported—already showing a 32 percent 
increase in deportations compared to 
the last administration. Because of 
this new resoluteness, illegal border 
crossings have plunged by some 60 per-
cent. 
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Now, healthcare reform is the third 
of the mandates. That requires con-
gressional action, and here is where 
Congress has let him down. But as we 
approach the 100th day of the adminis-
tration, it appears legislation will soon 
begin moving to the Senate, and, be-
fore long, the collapsing, one-size-fits- 
all bureaucracy of ObamaCare will give 
way to a healthy and vibrant 
healthcare market where Americans 
will have the widest possible range of 
choices to meet their own needs with 
the supported tax system to ensure 

that these plans are within the finan-
cial reach of every American. 

Ultimately, though, the success of 
this administration will not be meas-
ured by 100 days or by talking points 
from politicians. It will be measured by 
a simple question that every American 
will answer for himself or herself: Am I 
better off today? As we approach this 
first checkpoint in the course of this 
administration, there is strong reason 
to believe the answer to that question 
will be a decisive yes. 

This is a period of great change, and 
great change brings great controversy. 
But I believe that this President and 
our Nation can take increasing con-
fidence from these first 100 days and 
can take great strength in knowing 
that a day is fast approaching when we 
will awaken and realize it is, indeed, 
morning again in America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

FIRST 100 DAYS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for the 
remainder of the hour as the designee 
of the majority leader. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate you yielding and being willing to 
stick around with me this afternoon. I 
have a great pleasure this afternoon, 
and that is to talk about successes that 
we have had together. 

I was down on the floor earlier when 
we were debating the rule, and I was 
talking to my Democratic colleagues 
on the Rules Committee about the 
good work that was going on in the 
Rules Committee; the good work that 
was going on on the House floor. In 
fact, we brought the bill—it was a rau-
cous debate, Mr. Speaker. You will re-
member it. We argued for an hour 
about all sorts of extraneous things, 
then we brought the bill down, and it 
passed, I believe unanimously, here on 
the floor of the House just a few min-
utes ago. 

I don’t understand that. I just don’t 
understand what those drivers are in 
politics, Mr. Speaker, that encourages 
us to tear folks down instead of build 
folks up. And that is why I want to 
talk about some successes today. You 
can’t see my slides, Mr. Speaker, but I 
have got some numbers written down 
to the left in red, and those are the 
numbers that are worth paying atten-
tion to. 

Twenty-eight. Twenty-eight is the 
number of bills President Trump has 
signed into law in his first 100 days; 28. 
That is more bills signed into law than 
any other American President since 
Harry Truman. 

More bills. Now, I read the same 
newspapers you read, Mr. Speaker. I 
listen to the same news broadcasts you 
listen to. I hear folks talk about inac-
tion. I hear folks talk about confusion. 
I hear folks talk about division. I don’t 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:09 Apr 28, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K27AP7.060 H27APPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2928 April 27, 2017 
hear folks talking about success, and 
success is what marks these first 100 
days. 

Again, there has been more legisla-
tive activity than any other President 
and Congress—collaboratively Con-
gress, House, Senate, Republicans, 
Democrats—more legislative success 
than we have had in any Congress and 
White House combination since Harry 
Truman. 

Mr. Speaker, we had the first Su-
preme Court confirmation in the first 
100 days since 1881—since 1881. Now, it 
is with no joy that I share with you 
that the Supreme Court is such a pow-
erful institution, Mr. Speaker. I think 
too often we fail to get the job done 
legislatively, and the Court steps in 
and legislates from right across the 
street. That wasn’t the job the Con-
stitution envisioned. That wasn’t the 
job assigned in Article III, but it is the 
job that has been taken on by default. 
So it has become increasingly impor-
tant that we make sure the Court is 
staffed. 

I supported the Senate having hear-
ings on the Garland nomination last 
cycle. I supported the Senate having 
hearings on the Gorsuch nomination 
this cycle. Decision after decision in 
the last session went 4–4, which meant 
we could sustain the underlying 
Court’s decision, but we couldn’t decide 
these important questions that were 
still a source of confusion across this 
country. We now have a fully staffed 
Supreme Court again—the first time 
since 1881. We have seen a Supreme 
Court confirmation in the first 100 days 
of a new administration. 

Seventeen, Mr. Speaker. It has been 
17 years since illegal border crossings 
reached this low level. I am going to 
come back to that. But what I am say-
ing is that words matter. And what the 
President has said is: we are going to 
grow the most robust economy the 
world has ever seen, but we are going 
to do it with a legal visa program that 
makes sure folks are coming and going 
in accordance with U.S. law. And sim-
ply that change in attitude, Mr. Speak-
er, simply that change in attitude from 
‘‘we are going to ignore the law’’ to 
‘‘the law matters’’ has brought illegal 
crossings down to a 17-year low. 

Mr. Speaker, 728; that is the number 
of millions of dollars saved with the 
President’s first foray into cutting 
Federal budgets. His first foray into 
cutting Federal budgets, he started 
taking a look at Federal contracts. Can 
you imagine, Mr. Speaker, what it is 
like to be a new President of the 
United States, particularly one that 
doesn’t come out of a legislative or 
government tradition? Everything is 
new as it comes to the content, but 
what is not new is so much of the proc-
ess. 

The President has been looking at 
contracts his entire life, Mr. Speaker. 
The President has been negotiating 
contracts his entire life. He took a look 
at the beginnings of the Pentagon con-
tracts and said, by golly, we can do 

better for the American people; $728 
million on project number one saved 
for the American taxpayer. 

That brings us to number 16, Mr. 
Speaker, and that is 16 years since con-
sumer confidence in this country has 
been as high as it is today. I enjoy 
traveling across the district, Mr. 
Speaker, and I am talking to folks. We 
are a divided community, like every 
community is in the country. Some 
folks believe one thing; some folks be-
lieve another. Generally, we are united 
on issues, but sometimes we are di-
vided on issues. And voter after voter 
after voter says: ROB, I am not sure 
what is going to happen, but I feel like 
we are going to have opportunity. It 
has been 16 years since consumer con-
fidence has reached this high of a level. 

Now, with that increase in con-
fidence, Mr. Speaker, comes an incred-
ible obligation on the 435 of us to de-
liver. This isn’t confidence that is 
based on nothing happening. This is 
confidence based on something hap-
pening. We have real obligations to ful-
fill those promises, those commitments 
that we all made during the last elec-
tion cycle. I think we have the men 
and women in this Chamber who can do 
it, but it has been 16 years since the 
American people believed that we 
could. 

I want to put those border crossings 
in perspective, Mr. Speaker. There has 
been a 61 percent decline in border 
crossings in President Trump’s first 100 
days. 

Now, I come from Georgia. We have 
got a robust agricultural economy in 
Georgia. And I tell my constituents 
day in and day out, if you are not going 
to raise your son or daughter to pick 
carrots in south Georgia; if you don’t 
aspire for your son or daughter to be 
the very best cabbage picker that we 
have in the State of Georgia; if you are 
not aspiring to be part of that agricul-
tural economy and help us get crops 
out of the field, we are going to need 
somebody who is aspiring to do that 
hard work. And it is hard work, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Well, if we can agree that these 
aren’t jobs that American citizens are 
losing, these are jobs that are adding 
to the American economy, then we 
need a legal visa program to let folks 
come in and to let folks go out. I went 
on a bipartisan codel, Mr. Speaker—a 
bipartisan codel, Republicans and 
Democrats, traveling together to El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras 
talking with families. 

You remember the women and chil-
dren crisis there: unaccompanied mi-
nors coming across the border? I talked 
to family after family, and they said: 
ROB, listen, I don’t want to be an 
American citizen. I don’t want to go to 
America. I don’t want to be in Amer-
ica. I am happy here at home. But dad, 
or my husband, he generally travels to 
America during the growing season, 
during the construction season, and 
turns around and comes back home 
when that season is over. 

Well, you all are getting so tough on 
your border security, you are not hand-
ing out legal visas to do this work, 
that now my husband or my dad can’t 
come back home when the growing sea-
son is over. So now we are all picking 
up, and we are trying to get into Amer-
ica, too, so the family can stay to-
gether. 

Well, it makes perfectly good sense 
to me if you were that family. It makes 
no sense if you are the American tax-
payer. You recognize that you have 
jobs that need to be filled. You recog-
nize you have skills that you are not 
training your children to fulfill, and 
you don’t want to change the visa pro-
gram to make that happen. 

The President has committed to 
growing the economy. We know that is 
going to mean legal access in and out 
of the country. There was a 61 percent 
drop in illegal border crossings in the 
first 100 days. 

I will tell you what else that means, 
Mr. Speaker. That means, instead of 
our border patrol men and women 
working that border under very dif-
ficult conditions, instead of our law en-
forcement, instead of all of the instru-
ments of homeland security that we 
have in this country being focused on 
families crossing the border, with a 61 
percent decline in this human traffic 
crossing the border, law enforcement 
can now focus on the real security 
issues to this country: to the drugs 
crossing the border, to the weapons 
crossing the border; forbid the thought 
to weapons of mass destruction cross-
ing the border. 

There have been tremendously im-
portant accomplishments here in the 
first 100 days; so much more that we 
will be able to do together. 

Mr. Speaker, there were 25 Iranian 
entities sanctioned by the Trump ad-
ministration in the first 100 days. That 
is what we did together in this Cham-
ber. You will remember, Mr. Speaker, 
we passed the Iranian sanctions lan-
guage in a bipartisan way to send the 
word to the leaders of Iran that while 
we have great respect for your citi-
zenry, we cannot tolerate a nuclear 
Iran. We do not trust you to be a mem-
ber of the league of nations with nu-
clear capabilities, and the answer is no 
as you pursue those very dangerous 
dreams. 

Well, you will remember, President 
Obama negotiated a deal with the 
international community and with the 
Iranians. I wish he hadn’t, but he did. 
We had sanctions. Those sanctions are 
now gone. Iran is pursuing very much 
the same path that I would have ex-
pected them to pursue, given the deal 
that was negotiated. And the world 
continues to be a dangerous place. 

Well, we have rules on the books 
today, laws on the books today that 
allow the government, in consultation 
with Congress, in cooperation with 
Congress, based on statutes passed by 
Congress, to get involved unilaterally 
as the United States of America in try-
ing to prevent a nuclear Iran. 
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There were 25 different entities iden-

tified by this administration as helping 
the Iranian Government to pursue 
those dangerous and illegal nuclear 
goals sanctioned and reined in. It is 
going to make a difference. It is going 
to make a difference to national secu-
rity. It is going to make a difference to 
international security. 

Mr. Speaker, $18 billion—you can’t 
see this slide, but already in 4 months 
on the job, 4 months in cooperation 
with this Congress, we have seen $18 
billion saved through the elimination 
of red tape. I don’t mean $18 billion 
that is a one-time deal, Mr. Speaker. I 
mean $18 billion annually in wasteful 
compliance costs erased by this admin-
istration, again, often in cooperation 
and consultation with Congress. 

When I go back and tell you that this 
President has signed more bills into 
law than any President since Harry 
Truman in cooperation with this Con-
gress, I am talking about many of the 
bills that did exactly this: cutting red 
tape, saving the American taxpayer 
money. Those bills, very often, were 
brought through the Congressional Re-
view Act process. That is a process, as 
you know, Mr. Speaker, that allows the 
Congress to take a look at the regula-
tions that the administration promul-
gates. 

We pass the laws; the administration 
writes the regs; we get to go back and 
look at the regs to make sure they rep-
resent the true intent of the legisla-
tion. 

Well, in many instances so far this 
year, Mr. Speaker—in fact, in more in-
stances than any other time in Amer-
ican history, we have decided that 
those regulations do not reflect the in-
tent of Congress. In fact, often they are 
running directly contrary to the intent 
of Congress. We have eliminated those 
$18 billion annually in savings to the 
American taxpayer. 

Remember the Keystone pipeline, Mr. 
Speaker. This administration approved 
the Dakota Access pipeline. Think 
back, Mr. Speaker. We are going to dis-
agree on things. I am perfectly com-
fortable with the disagreements that 
this body has. But when the applica-
tion for the Keystone pipeline was de-
livered to the administration, it took 
longer for the past two administrations 
to approve the Keystone pipeline—and 
by approve it, I mean ultimately they 
rejected it. It took longer for them to 
consider and reject the Keystone pipe-
line than it took for Americans to 
build the Hoover Dam from start to 
finish. 

I want you to think about that. When 
we are talking about jobs; when we are 
talking about the economy; when we 
are talking about America being that 
beacon of hope, and freedom, and op-
portunity across the country; when we 
are talking about the tremendous need 
for public works projects in this coun-
try, and the amazing things the Amer-
ican people can do when they put their 
shoulder into it, it took longer in the 
21st century to get an answer to wheth-

er or not you are allowed to build a 
pipeline than it took to build the Hoo-
ver Dam from start to finish. That is 
bad for all of us. 

b 1615 

That is bad for every Republican, 
every Democrat, every Independent. 
Every single American citizen needs 
economic opportunity. Every single 
American citizen needs a job. Every 
single American citizen needs the cer-
tainty of knowing if the pipeline is bad, 
let’s cancel it and let’s move on. But 
let’s not sit and wait and delay. Let’s 
not debate and debate. Let’s get to an 
answer. 

In the first 100 days on the job, Presi-
dent Trump got to an answer. Presi-
dent Bush and President Obama, com-
bined, again, over 8 years of delay. 
President Trump, first 100 days, ap-
proved this. 

What does this mean? Well, it means 
that the oil coming out of Canada is 
going to come to America to be re-
fined. Remember, the Keystone Pipe-
line debate, Mr. Speaker, was never 
about the environment and whether or 
not the Canadians were going to har-
vest this oil. It was never about that. 
The Canadians were loud and clear: We 
are going to get this oil out of the 
ground. We are either going to get it 
out of the ground and send it to Amer-
ica to be processed, or we are going to 
get it out of the ground and send it to 
China to be processed. You pick. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, that is an easy 
choice. If I get to be king of Canada, I 
can make different decisions about 
their environment. But while Canada 
has sovereignty and gets to make its 
own decisions about its natural re-
sources, we get to decide: Are Amer-
ican citizens going to profit from the 
processing of this oil or is China going 
to profit from the processing of this 
oil? 

When this oil gets processed, who do 
you think is doing it in the most envi-
ronmentally sensitive manner, Mr. 
Speaker? You tell me. If there’s a sin-
gle colleague in this body that believes 
the Chinese are better stewards of the 
environment than the Americans are, 
then you needed to vote ‘‘no’’ on the 
Keystone pipeline. But if you believe 
that we care more about Mother Earth 
than the Chinese do, if you believe that 
American rules and regulations protect 
the environment more than Chinese 
rules and regulations do, then you 
needed to be a supporter of the Key-
stone pipeline. 

In his first 100 days, President Trump 
took this source of indecision and con-
fusion and provided certainty. That is 
not academic, Mr. Speaker. That cer-
tainty is directly connected to jobs. 

You can’t see it from where you sit, 
Mr. Speaker, but I am talking about 
over 500,000 new jobs not connected to 
the pipeline, individually. There are 
going to be a lot of jobs on the pipeline. 
Not this number. I am talking about 
this approach to governing that says 
people deserve a ‘‘yes’’ or a ‘‘no’’ an-

swer. People deserve certainty. People 
deserve fast responses. People don’t 
need to hang in the lurch. 

Every single Member of this body, 
Mr. Speaker, has seen it in their con-
stituency back home where a small- 
business owner said: You know what? I 
wanted to hire a few more people, but 
I wasn’t really sure what was about to 
happen and so I have been putting it 
off. I wanted to open a new franchise, 
but I wasn’t entirely sure of what the 
economic situation was going to be so 
I have been putting it off. 

When we talk about the economic 
growth over the past 100 days, when we 
talk about the stock markets moving, 
when we talk about consumer con-
fidence rising, when we talk about new 
jobs being created, we are talking 
about a change in attitude. And I have 
seen it on both sides of this body. 

It is a shame, Mr. Speaker, there is 
that underlying current that maybe 
voters reward fighting with each other 
more than they reward working to-
gether. I don’t believe it, but I cer-
tainly see people posit that theory. I 
believe folks reward cooperation and 
getting things done. I don’t think peo-
ple pay us to agree with each other. I 
think people pay us to make progress 
together—500,000 new jobs. 

I will read from The Wall Street 
Journal. It says: ‘‘The Trump order is a 
promise in the bank for the voters who 
elected the President because he prom-
ised to focus on jobs and revving up the 
economy.’’ 

I believe it is 12 congressional dis-
tricts, Mr. Speaker, that have Demo-
crats representing them in Congress, 
but those districts voted for President 
Trump in the Presidential election. 
These are not conservative men and 
women out across the district pursuing 
some sort of ideological agenda. These 
are hardworking American families 
who identify more with the Democratic 
Party and Democratic values but who 
began to lose hope in what was going 
on with regulation across the country 
and job creation across the country, 
and they cast their vote for President 
Trump. 

Over 500,000 new jobs, Mr. Speaker. 
What are we talking about? We are 

talking about the Keystone pipeline. 
We are talking about the Clean Power 
Plan, which, alone, threatened to put 
about 286,000 jobs out to pasture. We 
are talking about new investments in 
infrastructure. 

I am not just talking about roads and 
bridges, Mr. Speaker. I am talking 
about the FAA and air transportation. 
I am talking about ports like the Port 
of Savannah in Georgia, the fastest 
growing container port in the Nation, 
and sea transportation. I am talking 
about railroads. I am talking about 
water infrastructure to make sure 
every family has access to clean and 
healthy drinking water. 

These are job-creating proposals, and 
they are job-creating proposals that 
have been kept off the books for so 
long because of regulatory uncertainty. 
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Today we have an opportunity to do 
that for the very first time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to take you 
back to where I began, and that is that 
we have a choice in this country. We 
can focus on the things that divide us 
all day every day. We can do it. I still 
believe there is more that unites us as 
a nation than divides us as a nation, 
but if you choose to spend your time 
talking about those things that divide 
us, you can fill up a day. 

If you choose to spend your time 
talking about those things that are 
broken yet proffering no solutions to 
fix them, you can fill up a day. If you 
choose to spend your day talking about 
why everybody else is a lazy son of a 
gun and only you have access to the 
truth, you can fill up a day, and then a 
week, and then a month, and then a 
year, and then a Presidential cycle, 
and then a decade, and then a genera-
tion. 

But, Mr. Speaker, if you will recog-
nize that working together we have al-
ready passed more laws in 2017 than 
any other Congress and President 
working together since Harry Truman, 
if you will recognize that we have 
taken the uncertainty out of the Su-
preme Court—we fully staffed the Su-
preme Court so that uncertainty in the 
legal arena will exist no longer—if you 
recognize that a thorny issue like ille-
gal immigration that has been made so 
difficult to solve because we haven’t 
been able to figure out how to deal 
with the border security aspect so that 
we can go on and deal with the other 
thorny issues, those border crossings 
are down, which means our oppor-
tunity has increased for dealing with 
these problems that have plagued our 
Nation for so long. 

I can give you one example of that, 
Mr. Speaker. I am going to digress. 

I have got a family in my district 
trying to bring a relative into the 
country from Haiti. They have been 
working on it for 11 years—11 years. All 
the talk that goes on in this body 
about immigration, nobody is taking 
about helping my constituents from 
Haiti. Nobody is talking about passing 
a law to make it easier to get your 
family member in from Haiti. Nobody 
is talking about those families that 
have been separated while trying to 
follow the law of the land. Nobody is 
talking about those families that have 
paid out of pocket to go through the 
legal process—all the time, all the 
money, all the delay to do it the right 
way. Nobody is talking about fixing it 
for those families. 

Let’s fix it for those families because 
we all agree there is a better way. If 
you want to get your adult child in 
from Mexico, Mr. Speaker, you needed 
to file your paperwork in 1993 for their 
number to be coming up today—1993, to 
do it the right way and have their 
number to come up today. 

Who believes a 25-year process to 
bring a family member into this coun-
try is the right answer? Of course folks 
are going to do it the wrong way. 

If you want to bring your adult 
brother or sister in from the Phil-
ippines, you had to file in 1994 for their 
number to be coming up legally today. 
Who believes that is the right system? 

The system is broken. We don’t have 
enough trust together to repair the 
system. By eliminating the illegal bor-
der crossing’s immediate challenge, the 
President has created the headroom for 
us to work together on issues that we 
can absolutely solve. 

728, Mr. Speaker, the number of mil-
lions of dollars saved in contract nego-
tiations thus far—in fact, not even thus 
far, but contract negotiations on one 
single Pentagon project that the Presi-
dent has inserted himself in. 

For all the things you may think the 
President knows, doesn’t know, you 
agree with, you disagree with, you 
have to know that he knows how to 
drive a hard bargain. You have to know 
that he knows how to negotiate big 
contracts. 

The American taxpayer is not satis-
fied with the way we have been doing 
it, with the way former White Houses 
have been doing it. We have an oppor-
tunity to come together and do it bet-
ter, and the President is leading us in 
that way. 

And that all culminates, Mr. Speak-
er, in 16. That is the number of years 
since consumer confidence in this 
country was at its current levels. You 
can do that math if you would like, Mr. 
Speaker. It will take you back through 
an entire 8 years of Democratic control 
of the White House, and it will take 
you back through an entire 8 years of 
Republican control of the White House. 

The American consumer does not 
care whether you are a Republican or a 
Democrat. The American consumer 
cares whether or not they think their 
job is secure. 

The American consumer does not 
care if you are a Republican or a Demo-
crat. The American consumer cares 
whether prices are higher tomorrow or 
lower tomorrow. 

The American consumer does not 
care about our petty, silly, inside-the- 
beltway Washington arguments. They 
care about whether America is going to 
be stronger for their children and 
grandchildren a generation from now. 
And it has been 16 years since Amer-
ican consumers have the optimism that 
they have today. 

I will say it again, Mr. Speaker. We 
can consume every second of every day 
in this body fussing, griping, com-
plaining—there are lots of things that 
are wrong and lots of folks to blame for 
it—or we can recognize the big hopes 
and dreams that the American people 
have placed on this President and this 
Congress and this time in our history. 
We can recognize that there is still 
more that unites us in this country 
than divides us in this country. We can 
still recognize that folks care very lit-
tle about us and our families and care 
so very much about their community 
and their families. 

With that as our touchstone, Mr. 
Speaker, call me an irrational opti-

mist, but I think there is absolutely 
nothing that we can’t do together, and 
I look forward to playing a role in that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S TAX PLAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Ms. JAYAPAL) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, this 

Special Order is for the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus, and I am so proud 
to be a vice chair of that caucus and to 
lead the Special Order hour with my 
colleague, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. RASKIN). 

We do this once a week, and we try to 
take up topics that we think are of 
great interest across the country to 
our constituency. So I am very proud 
to have the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus leading the way on so many 
issues that are important, from edu-
cation to transportation, infrastruc-
ture to, of course, today’s topic, which 
is the tax plan that was released yes-
terday by President Trump. 

The tax plan that was released yes-
terday—and I have to start by saying I 
am not sure this is actually the plan. I 
am not sure that a one-page document 
constitutes a plan. This is not even a 
two-sided document. It is a one-sided 
document. This is what we are reacting 
to. And it is similar to the tax plan 
that candidate Trump spoke about dur-
ing the campaign. 

So we will do our best with what has 
been put forward as a plan, but this 
plan, in our estimation, when you look 
at what it contains, really amounts to 
nothing more than a one-page docu-
ment full of handouts to the rich. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, Steve 
Mnuchin, yesterday said, during a 
press conference, that one thing that 
this President has done very well—this 
is a quote: ‘‘One thing this President 
has done very well is listen.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I have to disagree with 
that. Two weekends ago, there were 
190,000 Americans in red States and 
blue States across the country who 
were on the streets asking for the 
President to release his tax returns in 
the same way that every other Presi-
dent of the United States has done in 
modern history. Unfortunately, this 
President has not listened. As a can-
didate, he said he would release his tax 
returns. As a President, he has refused 
to do so. 
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