April 28, 2017

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E559

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Trinity Lutheran Church of
Egypt Mills, Missouri on the occasion of its
150th Anniversary.

German Immigrants founded the congrega-
tion in 1867. They have worshipped in the
same, postcard perfect white church on a hill
since 1880. During the first fifty years, German
was the church’s primary language. With the
close of World War |, the transition into
English was completed.

Trinity members have served their country
from the Civil War through the Afghanistan
War. Many have died in service. In celebrating
its momentous anniversary, the congregation
wants to “Honor the Past and Celebrate the
Future”.

For continuing its work of proclaiming the
Good News of Jesus Christ through 150 years
of change and challenge, it is my great pleas-
ure to honor Trinity Lutheran Church of Egypt
Mills, Missouri, today before the United States
House of Representatives.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN SOLDIER ARMY CORPORAL
(CPL) KEVIN W. PRINCE

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Army Corporal (CPL)
Kevin William Prince, who paid the ultimate
sacrifice while defending our nation on April
23, 2005, during Operation Iraqi Freedom.
CPL Prince was killed when an improvised ex-
plosive device detonated near his humvee
while on patrol in Iskandariyah, Iraq.

CPL Prince, an Ohio native, was assigned
to the 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment, Fort Irwin, California, which was at-
tached to the 155th Brigade Combat Team
(BCT) from Mississippi. He enlisted in the
Army in 2001 with plans to go to college after
he returned from Iraq. CPL Prince was trained
to operate a Bradley Fighting Vehicle prior to
his deployment to Irag on January 9, 2005.
Before he left, CPL Prince told his family he
had bought a Bible to take with him.

Before joining the Army, CPL Prince loved
playing soccer, something he enjoyed from a
young age. He worked part-time at his par-
ent’s bagel shop. His brother, Jason Prince,
said Kevin was someone who really enjoyed
life and loved his family.

“He was only 22. He still had a lot more life
left,” Prince shared with Associated Press. “I

want people to know he’s not just a number.
There’s a face behind that number.”

CPL Prince is survived by his parents, Ron
and Susan Price, brother and sister-in-law,
Jason and Ember Prince; his maternal grand-
parents, William and Evelyn Martin; his pater-
nal grandmother, Ruth Miller; aunts and un-
cles, Carole and Rich Frazee and Jayne and
Lon Slabaugh, Rick and Susan Prince, Steve
and Judy Miller, Cathy and Dennis McDonnell,
Mike and Helen Miller; and cousins, Patrick,
Angie, Lori, Shanese, Nicole and Morgan
Slaubaugh.

His dedication to protecting our nation will
not be forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on April 27,
2017, | was unable to vote on the amendment
to H.R. 1694 offered by Mr. Johnson of Geor-
gia.

Had | been present for roll call vote 232, |
would have voted yes.

————

CELEBRATING ZIKER CLEANERS
ON THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Ziker
Cleaners.

A staple in the northern Indiana community
for generations, Ziker Cleaners represents the
heart and soul of the American Dream. In
1917, Joe Ziker, an immigrant and entre-
preneur, founded his small tailor shop when
he was just 14 years old. Since then, Ziker
Cleaners has diversified and grown into a
multifaceted company serving the clothing
care needs of Hoosiers across South Bend,
Mishawaka, and Elkhart.

For the past century, the Ziker family busi-
ness has been committed to quality, efficiency,
and exceptional customer service. Ziker
Cleaners’ success in business and leadership
in its industry are clear in its vast growth and
continued innovation through decades of
changes in our economy. Now with 10 store
locations and four home pick-up and delivery
routes, and a brand new state-of-the-art pro-
duction facility, this Hoosier business con-
tinues to provide our community with the con-
venience and dependability the Ziker brand
calls to mind.

I want to thank the Ziker family for all their
hard work, dedication, and sacrifice over the
years to keep their shops running strong and
employing hardworking Hoosiers. Small busi-

nesses are the backbone of this country, and
Ziker Cleaners is truly an inspiration to entre-
preneurs everywhere. By providing good jobs
for the past 100 years, Ziker Cleaners has be-
come an essential part of our community life
and local economy.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Indiana’s 2nd Dis-
trict, | am honored to recognize Ziker Cleaners
for achieving 100 years and four generations
of success.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF EASTERN STAR
LODGE NO. 13

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to call attention and recognize the East-
ern Star Lodge No. 13 in Hampton, Virginia.
Eastern Star Lodge No. 13 is celebrating its
150th Anniversary tomorrow and has worked
in continuous and faithful service to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia over this time.

Prince Hall Masonic lodges have a long his-
tory in the Commonwealth, tracing their history
to 1775 when Prince Hall and fourteen other
free blacks joined a British army lodge of Ma-
sons stationed in Boston, Massachusetts and,
following their departure, formed their own
lodge: African American Lodge No. 1. Prince
Hall became the lodge’s first Grand Master.

By establishing this organization, Prince Hall
and his compatriots were, in 1775, taking
some of the first steps to form one of Amer-
ica’s first formal African-American institutions.

Organized in 1866 and charted a year later
in 1867, Eastern Star Lodge No. 13 was
placed at the forefront of growth and develop-
ment of Prince Hall Masonry in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, and in our nation. For 24
years, Eastern Star Lodge No. 13 was one of
the only Prince Hall Masonic lodges in Hamp-
ton Roads, before helping to expand Prince
Hall Masonry throughout the Tidewater region.
More recently, resulting from a number of
lodge mergers, Eastern Star Lodge No. 13 is
one of the largest Subordinate Prince Hall
Lodges in Virginia.

| have heard the question asked: “when is
a man a Mason?” According to Joseph Fort
Newton’s “The Builders,” a man becomes a
Mason when he has sympathy for others, the
ability to empathize, when he looks for the up-
side in things, and when he keeps faith in him-
self, in his fellow men, and with his God. The
real secret to Masonry, Newton writes, is the
ability to give all to the world.

In this spirit, countless members of Eastern
Star Lodge No. 13 have served in their com-
munity and in leadership positions. Through
their service and through their commitment to
their community, members of Eastern Star
Lodge No. 13 have done their part to provide
mentorship, dispense charity, and “aid in the
uplifing of humanity” through their charitable
endeavors.
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Mr. Speaker, | would like to extend my en-
thusiastic congratulations to Mr. Antonio Hin-
ton, Sr., who currently serves as the leader of
Eastern Star Lodge No. 13 and all the mem-
bers of this historic lodge on the celebration of
150 years of continuous service to Hampton
and the Commonwealth of Virginia. It is my
profound hope that through their work, mem-
bers of Eastern Star Lodge No. 13 continue to
provide support and service to their commu-
nity.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN SOLDIER ARMY CAPTAIN
(CPT) RALPH JOHN HARTING III

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen soldier Army
Captain (CPT) Ralph John Harting Ill, who
paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending our
nation on April 29, 2005, during Operation
Iraqi Freedom. CPT Harting was killed when a
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device was
detonated by a suicide bomber as he was
conducting a traffic-control-point inspection in
Diyarah, Irag. Also killed was Captain Stephen
W. Frank.

CPT Harting and CPT Stephen W. Frank
were among an estimated 50 people who died
that day in bombings carried out by insurgents
trying to disrupt the newly formed Iraqi govern-
ment. CPT Harting was assigned to the 2nd
Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
Fort Irwin, California, which was attached to
the 155th Brigade Combat Team (BCT) from
Mississippi.

CPT Harting was born in Pontiac, Michigan
and raised in Union Lake. Jay, as he was
known to family and friends, applied to all four
service academies and was accepted at each
one. He enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy
in West Point, New York. CPT Harting grad-
uated with a mechanical engineering degree in
1998. CPT Harting and CPT Frank were
classmates in college as well as Michigan na-
tives.

At the time of his death, CPT Harting was
survived by his wife, Jennifer, a 2-year-old
daughter, a 1-year-old son, and an infant son
who was born shortly after his death.

When the Frank family learned of the death
of their son and CPT Harting, they invited the
Harting family over to share stories.

“We talked about how we wished it was us
to go first,” Sue Frank told the Detroit Free
Press. “We were glad that the boys were not
alone when they died. It was a comforting
conversation, and we had an immediate bond-
ing over the most tragic thing that could hap-
pen in your life. It's good to know that the
Hartings are only two miles away.”

CPT Harting and CPT Frank are both buried
at the West Point Cemetery which is on the
grounds of the U.S. Military Academy in West
Point, New York.

CPT Harting and CPT Frank will always be
remembered for their devotion to our nation
and for paying the ultimate sacrifice to protect
America.
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HONORING DIGNITY HEALTH’S
MERCY MEDICAL CENTER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dignity Health’'s Mercy Medical Cen-
ter in Merced as this year’s recipient of the
Merced College President’s Medallion. Dignity
Health is one of the largest health systems in
the nation, with 400 care sites across a 22
state network, including 39 hospitals. Through
teamwork, innovation, faith and compassion,
they strive to keep every patient happy and
healthy. The Mercy Medical Center in Merced
has provided a resource for all its residents by
enhancing and creating the health care sys-
tem of the future.

Founded in 1831 by Catherine McAuley in
Dublin, Ireland, The Sisters of Mercy promised
to serve people who suffered from sickness,
poverty, and lack of education. After arriving in
San Francisco, California in 1854, eight Sis-
ters began to care for residents of a city who
were struck by cholera, typhoid and influenza
and founded St. Mary’s Hospital, which is the
oldest continuously operating hospital in the
city. These facilities later expanded and were
renamed to Catholic Healthcare West in order
to serve a growing population, while still main-
taining their vow to serve the community, and
keeping a respect for humanity at the forefront
of modern medicine. In 2012, Catholic
Healthcare West changed their name to Dig-
nity Health, demonstrating the respect and
promise to provide health care and helping ev-
eryone achieve healthy and meaningful lives.

Although Dignity Health’s headquarters are
in San Francisco, their commitment to provide
health care for everyone and their compassion
towards their patients continues to be dem-
onstrated throughout the nation and in
Merced. In the fall of 1999, two hospitals in
Merced County began discussions with the in-
tent of finding the best direction to meet the
health care needs of their citizens. They
agreed to build a single hospital, Mercy Med-
ical Center, to support the addition of more
advanced medical services that were not
available locally. Thanks to this expansion, not
only were they able to bring more resources to
the area, but also recruit additional clinical and
medical staff to the Merced region as well.

Mercy doctors, employees, and volunteers
have consistently met the health care needs of
all patients, regardless of their background or
circumstances. With the newest Mercy Med-
ical Center established in 2012, | look forward
to witnessing the benefits that it will bring to
Merced and its surrounding communities.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring the achievements of Dignity
Health’s Mercy Medical Center. Their long his-
tory has exhibited the dedication that they
have in caring for all patients, and has dem-
onstrated their commitment to enriching the
lives of Merced’s students in the future. For
these reasons, it is fitting and appropriate that
Dignity Health’s Mercy Medical Center re-
ceives the President’'s Medallion from Merced
College; one of their highest honors and most
distinct privileges. | know the service they pro-
vide will inspire future generations who wish to
work in the medical and health care field to
deliver the same quality and excellence that
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community members have come to appre-
ciate, and rely upon.

MAINE SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL EX-
CELS IN WE THE PEOPLE COM-
PETITION

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to congratulate the students and teachers
from Maine South High School in Park Ridge,
lllinois who recently participated in the 30th
Annual We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution national academic competition
and placed tenth in the nation. The We the
People program is sponsored by the Center
for Civic Education and is the most extensive
program in the nation educating students
about the history and principles of U.S. con-
stitutional democracy.

The national competition takes the form of a
simulated congressional hearing during which
students demonstrate their knowledge and
skills as they evaluate, take, and defend posi-
tions on historical and contemporary constitu-
tional issues. Independent studies show that
We the People students benefit greatly from
this experience. | would like to commend the
teachers, Andrew Trenkle and Kevin Hansen,
for their dedication and expertise in the class-
room. The following are the names of the stu-
dents from their constitution team:

Cardella Alison, Margaret Bono, Kathryn
Boyce, Gracie DeRosa, Lily Dysart, Anna
Ebacher, Maria Francque, Katherine Heyde,
Maria latrides, Grace Janes, Ann Kapustiak,
Julia Klages, Dominika Kolendo, Garrett
Kreger, Alexander Krysl, Maura Lally, Cath-
erine Martin, Sydney Mathias, Thomas Ng,
William Olafsson, Marc Piarowski, Mary Pat
Roche, Shannon Ryan, Jill Steffen, Daniel
Touhy, Peyton Turner, Emerson Uhlig, Elaina
Wilkens, Kristin Woo, Isis Zaki.

Mr. Speaker, with many reports and studies
documenting a lack of education among the
public of some of our most basic constitutional
principles and institutions, the need for effec-
tive civic education programs in the schools is
quite evident. The We the People program is
an important part of the solution to this prob-
lem. | salute these young constitutional ex-
perts on their performance and wish them suc-
cess in the years ahead.

HONORING DONNA & ABE
BARTELL

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
honor two members of the community who
have made some remarkable contributions to
the Beth El Synagogue Center, Donna and
Abe Bartell.

After being introduced on a blind date in
1993, Donna and Abe married in 1995. Having
lived in Rhode Island and Bayside, Queens,
Donna and Abe settled in New Rochelle in
2001 with their two-year-old daughter Hannah.
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That same year, their twin sons Stephen and
Jesse were born. When choosing a syna-
gogue, Donna gave Abe no choices. They
would join a Conservative shul, and since they
lived in New Rochelle, they were zoned to at-
tend a New Rochelle synagogue. The obvious
and only choice was Beth El Synagogue Cen-
ter. Beth El quickly became the family’s sec-
ond home, a home which shared and cele-
brated Jesse’s and Stephen’s bris and the
children’s bnei mitzvahs. Hannah, Stephen,
and Jesse all attended the Beth El Nursery
School, the amazing Day Camp, and, after
spending Kindergarten through fifth grade at
Schechter Westchester, they moved on to the
Beth El Religious School and became active
in Beth El's USY chapter.

Donna has served on numerous committees
at Beth El. She has enjoyed working on youth
activities and organizing meals when Beth El
hosts the USY Kinnus. Donna has served as
co-chair of the Membership Committee and
Couples Club. She has also been on the
Nursery School Board.

Abe has served as a member of the Nurs-
ery School Board, Day Camp Board, Religious
School Board, and Board of Trustees. He has
been a member of numerous committees and
chaired several, including the Nominating
Committee, Catering and Kiddush Committee,
and the Youth Services Committee. He has
co-led many High Holiday Junior Congregation
Services and Havurah Services as half of the
now famous Dan & Abe Show.

This year, Beth El is honoring Donna and
Abe at their 63rd Annual Gala for all of their
contributions to the Synagogue. They are
most deserving of the recognition. Congratula-
tions to Donna and Abe on receiving this won-
derful honor.

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF GARFIELD
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of the great town of Garfield as they
celebrate their 100th Anniversary this Sunday,
April 30, 2017.

March 15, 1898 was the day that Garfield
broke away from the Township of Saddle
River and first became a borough. The State
Legislature set Garfield’s boundaries which
still exist today. Finally the big day on April 19,
1917, the borough became the City of Garfield
which we have all come to know.

Today we like to thank Gilbert D. Bogart,
the man who is credited as the founder of
modern day Garfield. Since 1972, Garfield has
been governed by a City Manager and five
council members, one of who is selected by
their Council colleagues to be Mayor. The
residents of Garfield are some of the most in-
volved citizens, and elect all members of the
City Council.

The 1,333 acres of land that make up Gar-
field are arguably the most diverse acres in
the 9th congressional district. With over 20
places of worship, a YMCA, Boys and Girls
club, Senior Citizen centers, and a public li-
brary the City of Garfield is a place for anyone
to feel accepted and welcomed.

The City of Garfield has been essential to
the growth and development of Bergen County
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and the State of New Jersey overall. In fact,
Garfield has experienced many of the major
milestones in our nation’s history: including the
Revolutionary War and the Civil War. Today,
the City of Garfield is led by City Manager
Thomas J. Duch, and Mayor Richard
Rigoglioso, both lifelong residents, who have
spent most of their lives dedicated to Garfield.

| have the great honor of representing the
residents of Garfield in Congress. This is a
city where people work hard to support their
family and their community, a town where the
history is long and storied.

Since 2012 when | started representing Gar-
field in my congressional district | have
learned so much about the City. When | visit
Garfield | see some of the most hardworking,
caring, and welcoming people that | have ever
met. | know | can always count on the City of
Garfield to be one of the friendliest commu-
nities in the 9th district.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing and commemorating
100 years of history in Garfield, NJ.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues to celebrate 100 years of service,
dedication, and excellence from the residents
of Garfield.

———
RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
SERVICE OF DR. JOSEPH A.
OVICK, ED.D

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and service of Dr. Joseph
A. Ovick, former Superintendent of Schools for
Contra Costa County.

Dr. Ovick was an educator for 45 years. He
began his career as a special education
teacher in Santa Clara County which was fol-
lowed by serving in the county as a public
school assistant principal, principal, and direc-
tor of special education. He later joined the
Contra Costa County Office of Education
(CCCOE), where he worked as director of
special education, assistant superintendent for
student services, and associate super-
intendent for business.

In 1996, he was elected county super-
intendent of schools. He was well-known for
developing strong coalitions of educators,
community members, and legislators in sup-
port of public schools, while always making it
a point to visit countless classrooms through-
out the county.

Dr. Ovick’s achievements in and out of the
classroom did not go unrecognized. In 2005,
Dr. Ovick was awarded the President’s Circle
Award for Outstanding Service to Education
and the Community from the Diablo Valley
College Foundation, as well as the Govern-
ment Service Award in Recognition of Out-
standing Community Service from Congress-
man George Miller. In 2008, the East Bay
Leadership Foundation named Dr. Ovick Cit-
izen of the Year, East Bay Awards. In 2006,
he won the Association of California School
Administrators (ACSA), Region 6, Super-
intendent of the Year Award, and in 2010 he
earned the ACSA, Region 6, Ferd Kiesel Me-
morial Distinguished Service Award.
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Additionally, in 2008, the Contra Costa
County Board of Education unanimously voted
to honor Dr. Ovick by dedicating CCCOE’s
community school in Brentwood as the “Jo-
seph A. Ovick School” because of his long-
time advocacy for the needs of all students—
especially those most at risk and with special
needs.

Community service was also an important
part of Dr. Ovick’s life. He was an active mem-
ber of the Pleasant Hill Rotary Club, and
served as a member on both the local Boys’
and Girls’ Clubs and Junior Achievement USA.

Dr. Ovick was an inspiration and a friend.
He passed away unexpectedly on March 30,
2017. | and the community will miss him great-

ly.

———
RECOGNIZING MR. JOHN BROWN
FOR HIS RETIREMENT AND

SERVICE TO ROCK ISLAND

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize John Brown, who is retiring as the
Rock Island County Deputy Clerk. Mr. Brown
has honorably served Rock Island County in
various levels of government and public serv-
ice for the past 40 years and he will be greatly
missed.

Mr. Brown began his career in public serv-
ice as a Democratic Precinct Committeeman
in 1978. Since then, he has served as the
Deputy County Clerk under Karen Kinney,
Dick Leibovitz and John Gianulis, in addition
to serving as the Rock Island Township Su-
pervisor from 1997 to 2013.

Mr. Brown has dedicated his career to en-
suring our local institutions are accessible, and
striving to improve the lives of all individuals
within our community. He has lead projects to
improve early voting locations and accessi-
bility, same day voter registration, as well as
created initiatives to hire bilingual individuals
to ensure all of our constituents are able to be
heard. All the work Mr. Brown has done to im-
prove our county and his passion for helping
people will be not be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank Mr.
Brown for his commitment to public service
and for all of the work he has done to better
our community. | congratulate him again on
his well-earned retirement and wish him the
best of luck in his future endeavors.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE CORPS MASTER SERGEANT
(MSGT) SCOTT EUGENE PRUITT

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Marine Corps Master
Sergeant (MSgt) Scott Eugene Pruitt who paid
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 28, 2012, during Operation En-
during Freedom. MSgt Pruitt was killed in ac-
tion by enemy fire when his vehicle was struck
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by a roadside improvised explosive device
while conducting combat operations in Nimroz
Province, Afghanistan. This was his first de-
ployment.

MSgt Pruitt, a Gautier native, was assigned
to | Marine Expeditionary Force Headquarters
Group, | Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Pendleton, California. MSgt Pruitt was a finan-
cial management Marine for 18 years and also
an instructor with the Marine Corps Combat
Service Support Schools. He volunteered to
go on deployment with his junior Marines.

MSgt Pruitt was honored for his sacrifice by
family, friends, and fellow service members
during a memorial service held at the base au-
ditorium at Camp Johnson, a satellite installa-
tion of Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune on
May 31, 2012.

“He not only wanted to deploy as a Marine,”
said Lydia Hobson, MSgt Pruitt’'s mother, “but
as a human being. He wanted to help the peo-
ple and children over there. When he got to
Afghanistan, he asked me to send him cray-
ons and coloring books for the children in the
hospital because they didn’t have the things
American children had. He was a great man.”

“Pruitt never stopped surprising me,” retired
Master Sergeant Ron Scott, one of Pruitt's
mentors said. “l had a special bond with him.
He grew from this young, wide-eyed kid to
someone | called a brother.”

MSgt Pruitt was awarded the Bronze Star
and Purple Heart for his service and sacrifice.
He was also recognized by the Marine Corps
Combat Service Support School “Wall of He-
roes” where his memorial frame was placed.

The Mississippi Department of Transpor-
tation has designated a section of U.S. High-
way 90 in Gautier as the Scott E. Pruitt Me-
morial Highway.

MSgt Pruitt is survived by his daughters
Jennifer and Jordyn, and his fiancée, Trisha
Lane.

MSgt Pruitt’'s dedication to protecting our
nation will always be remembered.

——————

HONORING BOWIE STATE UNIVER-
SITY PRESIDENT DR. MICKEY L.
BURNIM

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on April 22,
Bowie State University celebrated the leader-
ship and career of its ninth president, Dr.
Mickey Burnim, at its annual Founders Gala.
The annual Founders Gala marks the anniver-
sary of the founding of the school in 1865 that
would later become Bowie State University.
While | was, unfortunately, unable to join the
celebration in person, | want to express my
great thanks to Dr. Burnim for all he has
achieved during his tenure and congratulate
him on being honored at this years gala. |
also join in wishing him well on his upcoming
retirement.

When Dr. Burnim steps down as President
of Bowie State University, he will complete
eleven very successful years leading one of
Maryland’s great institutions of higher edu-
cation and one of our nation’s oldest and most
illustrious historically black universities. Having
come to Bowie State after serving as Chan-
cellor of Elizabeth City State University in
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North Carolina and as Provost and Vice Chan-
cellor of North Carolina Central University, Dr.
Burnim brought to his presidency an already
long and distinguished career in university ad-
ministration. At a time when higher education
costs are rising, Bowie State has been recog-
nized for its outstanding value, including being
ranked by The Economist for having the best
higher education value in Maryland. An econo-
mist by training, Dr. Burnim has recognized
the criticality of securing a sound fiscal future
for the University, and during his time in office
he took steps to put Bowie State on a solid
footing for long-term expansion. With new re-
sources secured, one of the focuses of his
tenure has been the construction of new cam-
pus buildings, including a new student center,
a performing arts center, and a new $107 mil-
lion facility for the study and practice of
Science, Mathematics, and Nursing. Recog-
nizing how important it is to connect graduates
with career opportunities and to foster young
entrepreneurs, Dr. Burnim worked with the
City of Bowie to launch the Bowie Business
Innovation Center on campus. Under his lead-
ership, Bowie State has continued to expand
the programs it offers and to conduct
groundbreaking research across a number of
disciplines. | am very proud to represent
Bowie State University in Congress.

Since its founding as the Baltimore Normal
School after the Civil War, Bowie State Uni-
versity has served as an important nexus of
education and opportunity for African Ameri-
cans, and after 152 years it has grown to be-
come one of our country’s great universities
and educates students from all backgrounds.
Bowie State joined the University System of
Maryland in 1988 and, along with the other in-
stitutions of higher education across our state,
helps make Maryland one of the best places
to pursue study in the country and, indeed, the
world. Within the University System of Mary-
land, Bowie State has earned a reputation for
leading in the fields of science, technology,
engineering, the arts, and mathematics—or
‘STEAM’—and creating innovative interdiscipli-
nary programs that bring them all together to
prepare students for success in emerging in-
dustries of the twenty-first century economy. It
was Dr. Burnim who led Bowie State’s effort to
adopt the Education Innovation Initiative (EI2),
a STEAM-enrichment program that makes
early career pathway exposure accessible to
under-represented students throughout Prince
George’s County.

Dr. Mickey Burnim has been instrumental to
the University’s achievements and its strong
trajectory for growth in the years ahead. |
have been honored to work with him to ensure
that Bowie State has had a partner in the fed-
eral government, and | thank him for all his
hard work over the past eleven years as
President and throughout his four decades in
higher education. | wish him all the best, and
| join in celebrating his very successful tenure
that has made a real difference in the lives of
tens of thousands of students across Maryland
and the United States.
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HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and missed the vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 232.

———

HONORING JENNIFER “JENNY”
ALPERS

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 28, 2017

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jennifer “Jenny” Alpers, a dedi-
cated public servant to the citizens of Mis-
souri. Jenny tirelessly worked alongside me as
a legislative aide during my time as a Missouri
State Representative to serve the good people
of the 124th District. My appreciation to her
cannot be understated. She helped constitu-
ents navigate the state bureaucracy, greeted
visitors who came into my office, and advised
me on important legislation facing Missouri at
that time. Her service as a one-woman office
staff was no easy task, but she worked with
poise and efficiency.

Like many hardworking Missourians, Jenny
and her late husband, Gary, worked on their
family farm and raised two wonderful daugh-
ters, Jennifer and Ashley. Both daughters mar-
ried great guys, Scott and Billy, and she has
been blessed with three incredible grand-
children: Jordyn, Brady, and Wil. Continuing
her love of serving others, she is active in her
local church and community.

Mr. Speaker, | cannot think of an individual
more deserving of this special recognition than
Jenny herself. She never sought the limelight
but instead did what all good Missourians do
by pulling up her sleeves and working to help
her family, her friends, and even complete
strangers. A retirement celebration for Jenny
will be held on May 8, 2017 in the Missouri
State Capitol, where many of her current and
former colleagues and friends will be present
to thank her for all she has done to better our
great state. | ask all my colleagues to join me
in applauding the years of service and com-
mitment of Jenny. We are blessed to have
such dedicated citizens like her serving us,
and | wish her the best in the years to come.
| thank Jenny, and God'’s blessings to her.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN SOLDIER ARMY CAPTAIN
(CPT) STEPHEN W. FRANK

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen soldier Army
Captain (CPT) Stephen W. Frank who paid
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 29, 2005, during Operation Iraqi
Freedom Ill. CPT Frank was killed when a ve-
hicle-borne improvised explosive device deto-
nated as he was conducting a traffic-control-
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point inspection in Diyarah, Iraq. Also killed
was Captain Ralph J. Harting, lll. They were
among an estimated 50 people to die that day
in bombings carried out by insurgents trying to
disrupt Irag’s newly formed government.

CPT Frank was assigned to the 2nd Squad-
ron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Irwin, California, which was attached to the
155th Brigade Combat Team (BCT) from Mis-
sissippi. CPT Frank was born in Lyndhurst,
Ohio and then raised in Lansing, Michigan. He
graduated from Haslett High School. CPT
Frank earned a geography degree from the
U.S. Military Academy in West Point, NY. CPT
Frank and CPT Harting, a Michigan native,
were college classmates.

Shortly after learning of their son’s death,
CPT Frank’s parents, Bill and Sue Frank, in-
vited the Hartings to their home to trade sto-
ries and photos of their sons.

“We talked about how we wished it was us
to go first,” Sue Frank told the Detroit Free
Press. “We were glad that the boys were not
alone when they died. It was a comforting
conversation, and we had an immediate bond-
ing over the most tragic thing that could hap-
pen in your life. It's good to know that the
Hartings are only two miles away.”

A memorial service was held at Fort Irwin,
California, where both men were based. CPT
Frank and CPT Harting were buried in a May
14 ceremony at West Point.

CPT Frank’s survivors included his wife,
Laurel, a 2-year-old son, and his parents, Bill
and Sue Frank.

The sacrifice of these brave soldiers will al-
ways be remembered.

——

RECOGNIZING DR. MARK J.
CRAWFORD ON THE OCCASION
OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor Dr. Mark J. Crawford for
his service to Western New York as an educa-
tor and public servant. He will be retiring from
his position as Superintendent of the West
Seneca Central School District, and | want to
commemorate his hard work, dedication, and
impact on our community.

Dr. Crawford began his educational career
in Western New York, earning a bachelors
and a master’s degree from Canisius College,
and a doctorate from the University of Buffalo.
In 1974, he began his career teaching at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help School. Throughout
his 43-year career in education, Dr. Crawford
took on many different roles. He taught Re-
gents Social Studies, served as the Dean of
Discipline, Headmaster, and Principal at a
number of our local schools including, Nardin
Academy, Casey Middle School, and North-
wood Elementary. In addition, Dr. Crawford
served as an adjunct professor of graduate
education at D’Youville College, helping to
educate the future teachers of Western New
York. For the past 13 years, he was Super-
intendent at Dryden Central School District,
Hamburg Central Schools, and most recently,
West Seneca Central School District.

In addition to his dedication to education,
Mark is actively involved in the local commu-
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nity and serves as a member of the West
Seneca Chamber of Commerce, member
emeritus of the West Seneca Rotary Club, and
Trustee Emeritus of the Theodore Roosevelt
Inaugural Site Foundation Board of Trustees.

Furthermore, Dr. Crawford has expanded
his community involvement beyond Western
New York to Rwanda. Eight years ago, he
traveled with the directors of the Summer In-
stitute for Human Rights and Genocide Stud-
ies, and ever since has actively supported the
organization.

Dr. Crawford has been serving the youth of
Western New York for over four decades, and
his commitment and dedication as an educator
and public servant has had an immeasurable
impact on our community.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Dr. Mark J. Crawford
and recognize all that he has done for the City
of West Seneca and the entire Western New
York community. | know that you'll join me,
and all of our colleagues, in wishing Mark, his
wife, and their entire family the very best of
good health and happiness in the months and
years to come.

————————

APPOINTMENT OF MS. JEANETTE
S. JAMES TO THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON MILITARY, NA-
TIONAL, AND PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to section 553(b) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub. L.
114-328), on March 31, 2017, | appointed Ms.
Jeanette S. James to serve as a member of
the National Commission on Military, National,
and Public Service. Ms. James served 12
years as part of the staff of the House Armed
Services Committee, leading the Sub-
committee on Military Personnel for three
years until her retirement in 2017. Prior to join-
ing the committee staff, James served in the
Army Nurses Corps for 31 years, rising to the
rank of Colonel and commanding the medical
department activity at Fort Drum. Ms. James
was recently awarded the Army Distinguished
Civilian Service Award, which is the highest
honorary award that the Secretary of the Army
may grant to a private citizen.

As the Chairman of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, | have come to trust
Jeanette’s advice on matters that affect our
troops and their families. For nearly a decade
and a half, Jeanette has approached some of
the Department of Defense’s most difficult and
controversial issues with the same precision,
compassion, and dedication she showed to
her patients during her 31 years as an Army
nurse.

Jeanette has spent 43 years in public serv-
ice, in which time she has made a real dif-
ference for our country and our military. Our
troops are healthier and better cared for, their
families are more secure, and our policies are
better informed because of her service. | can
think of few people more qualified to serve on
this National Commission to review and reform
the Selective Service process than someone
who has dedicated her life to serving her na-
tion with the utmost dedication and distinction
for more than four decades.
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HONORING TRIS & SAM BERGER

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
honor two individuals who through their dedi-
cation and commitment have become synony-
mous with the Beth El Synagogue Center in
Scarsdale, Tris and Sam Berger.

In 1994, Tris and Sam Berger moved to
Scarsdale from New York City and imme-
diately joined Beth EI Synagogue Center.
Their daughter Yael (Yali) was born in 1996
and their son Kenny arrived in 2000.

Tris, a San Diego native, became a bat
mitzvah and was confirmed at Temple Beth
Israel, the largest and oldest Reform Temple
in San Diego. Sam was raised outside Phila-
delphia, where his parents were founding
members of Temple Israel of Upper Darby and
subsequently members of Temple Beth Sho-
lom, in Elkins Park, PA. Both have had ex-
tremely  successful careers at Price
Waterhouse, among other institutions, and
both have maintained an active community fo-
cused schedule outside of work. Tris has been
involved in Beth EI's Centennial Celebration
Committees and co-chaired the Intergenera-
tional Kallah. She was an area chair and divi-
sional chair for UJA Scarsdale Woman’s Phi-
lanthropy and currently chairs the Employment
and Self Sufficiency Task Committee as part
of the Caring Commission at UJA. She is also
a member of the UJA Board of Directors. Sam
has remained actively involved with the HR
Committee, various search committees and on
the Board of Trustees. He eventually became
a Vice President and then Executive Vice
President of Beth El. He assumed the position
of President of 2014 and hasn’t look back
since. As President, Sam and his officers and
other volunteers led the shul through the emo-
tional retirement of our beloved rabbi of 43
years, Rabbi Melvin Sirner, to the exciting hir-
ing of new senior rabbi, Rabbi David Schuck.

Tris and Sam have become part of the very
fabric of Beth El and their contributions have
been many. This year, Beth El is honoring Tris
and Sam at their 63rd Annual Gala on March
19th. They could not have honored two more
deserving individuals. Congratulations to Tris
and Sam on this wonderful occasion.

——————

HONORING DR. MARY PAPAZIAN

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, |, along with
my colleagues, Representative ANNA ESHOO
and Representative RO KHANNA, rise today to
recognize Dr. Mary Papazian on her inaugura-
tion as the 30th President of San Jose State
University (SJSU). Dr. Papazian is the first
person of Armenian-American descent and the
third female to serve as SJSU’s president in
its 160-year history.

Dr. Papazian was born, raised and attended
schools in Southern California. She eventually
followed in her parent’s footsteps by matricu-
lating at the University of California, Los Ange-
les (UCLA), where she earned a Bachelor’s,
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Master's and doctoral degrees in English lit-
erature.

Dr. Papazian has gone on to enjoy a distin-
guished academic career spanning nearly
three decades; She began her academic ca-
reer at Oakland University in Rochester, Michi-
gan, where she served as an assistant, asso-
ciate and tenured professor of English and
subsequently as Associate Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Science.

Dr. Papazian subsequently moved to
Montclair State University in New Jersey,
where she served as Dean of the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences before
transitioning to the position of Provost and
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs at
Lehman College of The City University of New
York (CUNY).

In 2012, Dr. Papazian was appointed Presi-
dent of Southern Connecticut State University
(SCSU) in New Haven, Connecticut, where
she served with distinction for four and a half
years before departing to assume the SJSU
presidency in July 2016.

Dr. Papazian’s accomplishments at SCSU
included strengthening programs supporting
the successful transition of first-year and
transfer students, engaging SCSU actively in
its community, completing a comprehensive
master facilities plan, and establishing a stra-
tegic vision for what will be SCSU’s next dec-
ade, and for its first-ever comprehensive phil-
anthropic campaign.

Dr. Papazian and her husband, Dr. Dennis
R. Papazian, professor emeritus of history and
the founding director of the Armenian Re-
search Center at the University of Michigan,
Dearborn, have two adult daughters; Dr.
Papazian has been and remains active in local
and global Armenian affairs.

In word and deed, Dr. Papazian dem-
onstrates an abiding commitment to student
success, the professional development of fac-
ulty and staff members, the intrinsic value of
education, and the interests of the broader
community.

On behalf of the people of the 17th, 18th
and 19th Congressional Districts of California,
we extend our sincere congratulations to Dr.
Mary Papazian of San Jose State University
for this outstanding achievement.

———

JIM NATHAN OF LEE HEALTH

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in honor of Jim Nathan,
a leader in Southwest Florida who has helped
define our community-centered health system.

Forty-two years ago Jim Nathan interviewed
at Lee Memorial Hospital. He expected to
complete a one-year administrative residency
and then return back to Cincinnati. However,
after more than four decades later, he is still
in Fort Myers serving the healthcare needs of
our community.

| thank Jim Nathan for his decades of serv-
ice and success to Southwest Florida, and |
wish him well in his endeavors. | know Lee
Health will continue to be caring people, in-
spiring health.
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REFLECTING ON PRESIDENT
TRUMP’S FIRST 100 DAYS

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, as
you may know, this week marks the end of the
first 100 days of the Trump Administration. It's
an important time to reflect on the legislative
progress of a new President and the path for-
ward for our country. Today, I'm disappointed
to report that this President has broken every
important promise that Candidate Trump made
to the American people.

As a Member of Congress, my top priority is
to represent the best interests of my constitu-
ents. When leaders from either party, Repub-
lican or Democrat, propose REAL solutions to
the challenges my constituents face, | want to
work with them. So when President Trump
said he had a plan to improve our healthcare
system with more affordable “insurance for ev-
erybody,” | was ready to see what he had to
offer. When President Trump promised to cre-
ate 25 million jobs across the country, | want-
ed to see his plans on day one. When the
President said he would restore a government
by the people, | wanted to believe him.

| am truly disappointed to report today that
President Trump not only failed to follow
through on any of his biggest promises, but he
has failed to make any real effort to even ad-
dress the big issues he promised to tackle.

After 100 days in the White House, Presi-
dent Trump has not put forth a single job-cre-
ation bill. Instead of draining the swamp,
President Trump has filled his cabinet with
lobbyists and insiders. Instead of offering a
healthcare plan to insure everybody, President
Trump has proposed a plan that would elimi-
nate insurance coverage for 24 million Ameri-
cans.

For Americans struggling to pay their bills or
afford their health premiums, empty rhetoric is
not going to cut it. Not when my constituents’
health, their jobs, and their futures are on the
line.

In the state of Alabama, ten hospitals have
closed in the past six years as residents strug-
gle to afford care for themselves and their
families. When it comes to healthcare reform,
the stakes for my constituents could not be
higher.

But instead of following through on his
promise of healthcare for everybody, President
Trump has pushed a plan in Congress that
asks my constituents to pay more for less.
The Congressional Budget Office estimates
that TrumpCare would increase premium costs
in some of the counties in my district by thou-
sands of dollars. That's not healthcare for ev-
erybody—that’'s healthcare for the privileged
few.

My district has a 10 percent unemployment
rate. So when the President said he had a
plan to create 25 million jobs over the next
decade, the stakes, again, could not be high-
er.

But rather than helping to find employment
for those Americans who want to rejoin our
workforce, President Trump’s proposed budget
slashes jobs training and guts funding for in-
frastructure programs.

| come from a district where most constitu-
ents have never been to Washington, D.C. So
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when a candidate promises to bring their voice
to our nation’s capital, it means something.

But instead of working to drain the swamp,
President Trump is leading the least trans-
parent administration since the days of Rich-
ard Nixon. Rather than opening up our democ-
racy, President Trump has become the first
President in decades to keep his tax returns
hidden, leaving the public in the dark when it
comes to any potential conflicts of interest.

So what has President Trump’s administra-
tion accomplished in its first 100 days in of-
fice? In his budget, President Trump has pro-
posed cutting programs that seniors rely on
like Meals on Wheels, and he has eliminated
programs our rural areas depend on for infra-
structure investment like the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission.

In his first 100 days, President Trump has
put the programs and policies most important
to working families on the chopping block. |
want the President to deliver on his promises
to increase employment and reduce the cost
of healthcare for everyone. But what our na-
tion has witnessed so far is an assault on
working families and policies that undermine
our core democratic values.

Mr. Speaker, as we mark the President’s
first 100 days in office, | implore my col-
leagues to put aside the empty promises and
actually work with Democrats to put forth
smart and sensible legislation that moves our
country forward and benefits all Americans. |
truly hope that after 100 days of broken prom-
ises, this Administration will refocus its agenda
on helping America’s families rather than
Washington’s special interests. My constitu-
ents can't afford another three years of big
talk and no action.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY
SERGEANT (SGT) ANTHONY
O’'NEAL MAGEE

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Mississippi
soldier Army Sergeant (SGT) Anthony O’Neal
Magee who paid the ultimate sacrifice while
defending our nation on April 27, 2010, during
Operation Iragi Freedom. SGT Magee died at
Landstul Regional Medical Center, Germany
of wounds sustained at Forward Operating
Base Kalsu, Iskandariyah. SGT Magee was
wounded when enemy forces attacked his unit
with indirect fire.

SGT Magee, a Hattiesburg native, was as-
signed to the Company A, 2nd Battalion, 69th
Armor Regiment, 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Benning,
Georgia.

SGT Magee graduated from Hattiesburg
High School in 2000. His ninth grade algebra
teacher, Leisha Weathersby, shared with the
Associated Press that he was a sincere, hard-
working young man. “It was an honor to teach
him, and | wish | had 101 students like him.”

SGT Magee was married to Courtney
Magee for two months prior to his death. “He
was a great man with a big heart,” Courtney
said to the Associated Press. “Whoever need-
ed help, he was there to help them. He
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touched a lot of people’s lives because he had
such a big heart.”

SGT Magee’s uncle, Dennis Davis, said he
was one of the nicest young men with whom
you would ever want to come in contact.

At SGT Magee’s memorial service at For-
ward Operating Base (FOB) Kalsu's chapel,
soldiers of the 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, gathered to re-
member their fallen comrade. Colonel Robert
Ashe, commander of the 2nd Battalion, 69th
Armor Regiment, said tireless efforts were
taken to save his life by other soldiers and
later at the FOB Kalsu aid station. COL Ashe
said his family members were able to say
goodbye to SGT Magee because of this con-
certed effort to save his life.

Our nation is blessed to have soldiers like
SGT Magee who bravely fought to protect
America.

RECOGNIZING KING’S HAWAITAN

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize King's Hawaiian as
Georgia’'s 2017 Manufacturer of the Year.
King’s Hawaiian joined the Hall County com-
munity in 2011, and today employs 650
friends and neighbors at its Georgia facility.

| have visited the King’s Hawaiian plant in
Oakwood and can testify to its efficiency and
professionalism. However, what struck me the
most was the overarching culture of positivity
and respect among King’'s Hawaiian employ-
ees.

While the operation’s vision and growth both
stand out from a business perspective, King’s
Hawaiian has also become a community part-
ner and leader in Hall County.

King’s Hawaiian strongly supports Lanier
Technical College and the Hall County School
System. It invests in Leadership Hall and
Youth Leadership Hall. Additionally, King’s Ha-
waiian provides dinner rolls to several local
charities and engages the community through
a variety of events.

Additionally, King’s Hawaiian continues to
look for ways to maximize its positive pres-
ence in Georgia, collaborating with our poultry
industry and some of Georgia’s brightest agri-
culture minds.

For all of these reasons, King’s Hawaiian
deserves the honor of being Georgia’s Manu-
facturer of the Year, and | am proud that they
call northeast Georgia home.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF §ST. JOHN
PROVIDENCE HEALTH SYSTEM
FOR BEING NAMED HUMANI-
TARIAN OF THE YEAR

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 28, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize St. John Providence Health System
for receiving the Chaldean American Chamber

of Commerce’s Humanitarian of the Year
Award. The physicians and staff of St. John
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Providence provide lifesaving medical care to
southeast Michigan and the Chaldean commu-
nity.

Founded in 1999 after a merger of several
local hospital systems, St. John Providence
Health System operates four hospitals and
125 medical centers that collectively act as the
largest provider of inpatient medical care in
southeast Michigan. These facilities offer serv-
ices including advanced treatments for cancer,
neurological diseases and other specialized
care. SJP also offers special assistance to im-
prove the quality of care for the Chaldean
community, including Arabic signage, cultural
programming and Middle Eastern food op-
tions. They also partner with Medical Emer-
gency Relief for Christian Iragis, an organiza-
tion that provides medical services and sup-
plies to Iraqgi Christians in need. Additionally,
SJP has collaborated extensively with the
Chaldean American Association for Health
Professionals, helping them sponsor con-
tinuing medical education for medical profes-
sionals and working with local churches to in-
crease access to preventative care.

St. John Providence Health System has pro-
vided world-class medical care to the south-
east Michigan community since its formation.
Its comprehensive offering of advanced med-
ical services, as well as its specialized out-
reach to the wide variety of ethnic groups in
southeast Michigan, has helped SJP’s hospital
services and patient outcomes rank among
the best in the country. Its unique approach to
care allows it to continue serving the specific
medical needs of Chaldeans and other pa-
tients, and it is my hope that SJP and its affili-
ates continue to be a model for healthcare de-
livery to these groups in the coming years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring St. John Providence Health Sys-
tem for its world-class healthcare and service
it provides to southeast Michigan. SJP serves
patients well through its suite of offerings in
southeast Michigan.

————

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO
COMMISSION A STATUE OF ELIE
WIESEL TO BE PLACED IN THE
CAPITOL

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of legislation | introduced earlier today
with Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN to
commission a statue or bust of Elie Wiesel to
be installed in the Capitol.

This legislation is especially timely as we
commemorate Yom Ha’Shoah, Holocaust Re-
membrance Day, this week.

If enacted, this legislation would direct the
Joint Committee on the Library to obtain a
statue or bust of Elie Wiesel for placement in
the United States Capitol.

Elie Wiesel was born in Romania in 1928. In
1944, at the age of fifteen, Wiesel was de-
ported to Auschwitz, and later to Buchenwald
where he was released in April 1945.

Following the war, Wiesel became a jour-
nalist and wrote about his experiences during
the Holocaust. His memoir, Night, has been
translated into over 30 languages. Throughout
his life, he fought vocally against indifference,
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intolerance, and injustice. Wiesel received the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1986.

Elie Wiesel was one of the greatest moral
forces in the world. He was in the same class
as Nelson Mandela, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Mahatma Gandhi. Wiesel was brilliant,
pure, honest, and courageous.

I met Elie Wiesel when | was a Tennessee
State Senator and he was honored at Vander-
bilt. It was particularly special for me to meet
Elie Wiesel as he was the inspiration for my
passing legislation to create the Tennessee
Holocaust Commission in 1984.

Elie Wiesel made it his life’s work to remind
and educate others on the horrors of the Holo-
caust. He spent his life encouraging others to
learn from this tragic chapter in the history of
humanity. He continually told people to never
forget.

This addition to the Capitol would be a con-
tinuous reminder to “never forget.”

His voice was strong and is sorely missed.
He was one of my heroes.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

——

RECOGNIZING 75 YEARS OF THE
KENNETT, MO BOARD OF PUBLIC
WORKS

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Kennett Board of Public
Works 75th year of service as a municipally
owned utility to the citizens of Kennett, Mis-
souri. In Missouri’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict we are thankful to have a public power
utility that provides Electric, Natural Gas,
Water, Sewer, Internet and Economic Devel-
opment services to their customers.

Throughout their 75 years, the Kennett
Board of Public Works has made it their mis-
sion to provide the best possible service at the
lowest possible rates for their customers in the
Bootheel. With the guidance of their wise and
dedicated board members, along with the
management of the utility, they have been
very successful in accomplishing their mission.

As we celebrate the Kennett Board of Public
Works 75th year of service as a municipally
owned utility to the citizens of Kennett, Mis-
souri, it is my pleasure to recognize the orga-
nization and their efforts before the House of
Representatives and thank them for their com-
mitment to their community in Missouri’s
Bootheel.

HONORING BOB & RUTH LEWIS

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as Young Israel
of New Rochelle in my district celebrates its
50th Anniversary at its current location, there
could not be a more fitting couple to honor at
the celebration than Bob and Ruth Lewis.

Ten years after its founding on Coligni Ave-
nue in south New Rochelle, YINR moved to
1228 North Avenue in June 1967. One month
later in July, 1967 Ruth and Bob joined that
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small group of congregants and since their ar-
rival, the Lewises have been a significant
presence in our community. Early on, Ruth
with Rita Steimmauer Schiller prepared
Shabbos kiddush and Bob corralled Jewish
passersby to complete the sparse Friday night
and Shabbos morning minyanim. Ruth was
the head and motivating force of the com-
mittee for the formation of our eruv. Bob was
a YINR vice president and a member of the
search committee that hired Rabbi Fink. The
Lewises have hosted the Bonnie Crest Friday
night minyan since 1987. “Dr. Ruth”, an inter-
nist and renowned endocrinologist has con-
sulted on many of the more complicated med-
ical problems of our members. ‘Dr. Bob’, an
OB-GYN, has delivered a number of the YINR
offspring.

Of all their accomplishments, the Lewises
feel their greatest achievement has been their
three daughters, Debbie, Adina, and Beth who
have spent virtually their entire lives in New
Rochelle and with their husbands have pro-
duced their remarkable eleven grandchildren.
Debbie with her husband David Isaac, and
Adina with her husband, Lawrence Garbuz,
following their parents’ example, have become
valued, effective, respected members of our
New Rochelle community. Beth and her hus-
band, Yoel Greenbaum are highly thought of
in their Teaneck community.

Bob and Ruth have been cornerstones of
the YINR and New Rochelle community, and
their commitment to their family, friends, and
fellow congregants is inspiring. On this special
occasion, | want to take the opportunity to
thank Bob and Ruth for all that they have
done, and congratulate them on this wonderful
and well deserved honor.

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S TAX PLAN

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak for one minute on President Trump’s
Tax Cut Plan,

As a member of the House Budget Com-
mittee, | would participate in any Committee’s
markup of a tax reform bill,

President Trump’s much anticipated tax plan
is another disappointment; a poor work prod-
uct; something he should have been ashamed
to put his name on; and it reveals yet again
what many warned about before the election,

This tax plan would receive a failing grade
in any school of business.

A one page federal tax cut plan—really is
an insult to the American People.

This plan shows no command of the facts
regarding our nation’s very complex tax sys-
tem.

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin set out
a test for tax reform that, “there will be no ab-
solute tax cut for the upper class.”

But the president’s tax plan has failed this
test miserably by providing a huge tax cut for
the wealthy while middle income families
would receive very little benefit.

In fact, Trump’s tax plan provides a huge
tax benefit for him personally. Using his 2005
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tax return numbers, President Trump would
save about $28.6 million in taxes under his
plan.

About $27 million of those savings is due to
the reduction of the passthrough income rate
to 15 percent.

President Trump’s tax proposal blows a hole
in the nation’s deficit.

It's become painfully obvious that the deficit
only matters when a Democrat is President.

The plan is not revenue neutral.

In fact, early press reports indicate that the
Trump proposal is likely to add several trillions
of dollars to our deficit.

Busting the deficit the way the Trump tax
plan would do puts immediate pressure on our
other obligations—including guaranteed Medi-
care benefits.

The President can’t pretend to protect Medi-
care, then leave beneficiaries completely ex-
posed by draining our coffers.

For some context, these tax cuts could fund
Medicare for the next 75 years or more.

You have to question the priorities of the
President—is he working to keep his promises
to hardworking Americans, or is he aban-
doning those promises in favor of enriching
the wealthy.

Democrats know that the Middle Class de-
serves the tax cut, not Donald Trump and his
Cabinet.

We would focus on growing our economy
from the middle out, instead of trickle-down
economics from the top down.

The middle class does not need to deal with
the consequence of a massive tax cut for the
wealthy.

| ask my colleagues join me in opposing any
burdensome tax cut plan that hurts working
families.

———
REMOVAL OF DAVID PULPHUS’

PAINTING FROM THE CANNON
TUNNEL

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to thank Rep. CLAY for hosting this important
special order hour, and thank him for all his
hard work on this very important issue over
the past few months.

As co-chair of the Congressional Arts Cau-
cus, | wanted to share my appreciation this
evening for David Pulphus and his artwork
“Untitled #1” which won the Congressional Art
Competition in Missouri’s 1st Congressional
District, home to the city of St. Louis.

David’s painting is a wonderful piece of art-
work, a contribution that we will not soon for-
get, and should still be hanging in the Capitol.

As the great poet Langston Hughes once
said “An artist must be free to choose what he
does, certainly, but he must also never be
afraid to do what he might choose.”

David’s artwork strikes at the core of our na-
tion. He bravely chose his subject and ex-
pressed it in a beautiful and moving painting
and it is my hope that he continue to express
himself and his artwork without fear.
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In February | sent David a letter expressing
my apologies that his painting was unfairly
taken down from the halls of the Capitol. It is
my sincere hope that this experience does not
deter him, or other aspiring young artists, from
future endeavors in the arts.

Thank you Rep. CLAY for allowing me to
speak tonight.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY
STAFF SERGEANT (8SSG) JEF-
FREY FRANCIS DAYTON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Army Staff Sergeant
(SSG) Jeffrey Francis Dayton who paid the ul-
timate sacrifice while defending our nation on
April, 29, 2004, during Operation Iragi Free-
dom. SSG Dayton was one of eight soldiers
killed by a car bomb as his unit was doing a
dismounted improvised explosive device
sweep in Baghdad, Iraq.

SSG Dayton was assigned to the 4th Bat-
talion, 27th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Ar-
mored Division, Baumholder, Germany. SSG
Dayton entered the Army in February 1998.
His family says SSG Dayton was always
drawn to “all things Army.” He was the sixth
child of Jim and Shelia Dayton. His nickname
was “Six.” He had another nickname in the
Army. Everyone in his unit called him “Sun-
shine” because of his friendly disposition and
upbeat personality.

SSG Dayton’s brother, John Dayton, was
serving with the Air Force in the Middle East
at the time of his brother’s death. John imme-
diately requested to leave his post to escort
his little brother's body home. He did not want
his brother to make the long journey home
alone. As John made his way with Jeffrey’s
body through airports in Frankfurt, Germany,
Atlanta, and Memphis, he was amazed at the
outpouring of respect he received. He shared
his story with Kevin Wood, author of an article
on 40 Days of Honor, a blog initiated by the
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal.

“During the mission to escort my brother’s
body back home, the most difficult of any mis-
sion ever assigned to me, several people ap-
proached me in airports and thanked me for
my service,” John said. “I politely thanked
them, but inside | felt hollow, and guilty. It just
didn’t seem right that my little brother died
protecting others and they were thanking me.”

When SSG Dayton’s body arrived in Colum-
bus, MS, the Columbus Police Department
cleared the roads and posted an officer at
each intersection. Each police officer saluted
SSG Dayton.

SSG Dayton is buried in Corinth, MS, in the
closest military cemetery to his Caledonia
home. Today, a monument stands in his honor
as well in honor of SSGT Brian Freeman, who
also gave his life to protect our freedoms.

SSG Dayton is survived by his parents,
James and Shelia Dayton, his wife Helen, and
siblings; John and Jim Dayton, Joe Galbraith,
Jay and Jeremy Dayton, and his sister, Jo-
anna Gilford.
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HONORING ANDREW MALCOLM

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Andrew Malcolm, a long-time, talented
member of my staff who transitions this week
from my office after more than seven years of
dedicated service to Oregon’s Second Con-
gressional District.

Growing up in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, An-
drew earned a degree in politics from Prince-
ton, where he graduated Summa Cum Laude
in 2009. Throughout school he had a keen
eye on politics. He served as a congressional
page during high school and in college he in-
terned in the George W. Bush White House.
It was also at Princeton that he met his won-
derful wife Liz and | was glad to be present for
their wedding nearly two years ago in her
home state of lllinois.

Despite his East Coast upbringing, Andrew
dove right into being an adopted Oregonian,
answering those that asked, “I am not from
Oregon, but I've spent a lot of time there.”
This started early on when Andrew jumped at
a short notice opportunity to spend a couple
days in Central Oregon and get some in-dis-
trict experience. Now the Congressional
schedule is a bit fluid at times and those cou-
ple days morphed into a couple weeks, while
Liz was probably wondering if he’d gotten lost
in the wilderness.

It might have been the beautiful landscapes,
or maybe the Oregon pinots, craft beer and
Pendleton whiskey, but no matter the reason
Andrew fell in love with all that Oregon has to
offer and adopted it as his second home state.

As an East Coaster learning the ways of the
Pacific Northwest, it wasn’'t all smooth sailing.
In fact, much like the east coast ships cross-
ing the Columbia bar for the first time, his ini-
tial experience in Oregon’s fashion waters was
a bit rough. Arriving to his interview in boat
shoes, he quickly learned they were well out
of the norm for Oregonians, and probably
shouldn’t be seen in them around the district.

Moving deftly past that faux pas, Andrew
rose swiftly through the ranks in my office,
from Legislative Correspondent and Legisla-
tive Assistant, to Press Secretary and Deputy
Chief of Staff. Along the way he’s helped con-
tribute to some historic moments for Oregon
and our nation.

When Andrew’s first tour of duty out in Or-
egon came to an end, we'd taken back the
majority in the House. Andrew found himself in
the middle of the action helping staff the tran-
sition effort for House Republicans heading
into the 112th Congress.

Andrew also played an instrumental role last
fall as we worked all the angles and were suc-
cessful in achieving the chair of the Energy
and Commerce Committee—a first in Oregon
history.

Perhaps the toughest work, however, was
done daily. Dealing with the press on Capitol
Hill is a challenging enough job, but there may
be no more challenging job than being press
secretary to a Member of Congress who was
a press secretary to a Member of Congress.
Andrew took this in stride, and tackled it with
dedicated skill.

Weighing in at over 70,000 square miles,
Oregon’s Second District is vast and diverse.
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There are five distinct television markets cov-
ered by nearly a dozen stations and numerous
radio stations and newspapers. Reporters kept
Andrew on his toes with questions on a wide
range of policy issues. Whether we were
working to put people back to work in the
woods, or fighting for veterans’ access to the
care they deserve, Andrew easily distilled
complex policy down for the public, sometimes
in as little as 140 characters.

While Andrew is departing as a formal
member of my staff, he will always be a val-
ued member of Team Walden. We will miss
his quick wit and dedicated intellect, but know
they will continue to be an asset to him into
the future.

As Andrew moves on to the next stage of
his professional career, | am reminded of a
piece of advice from President Theodore Roo-
sevelt. “Life is a great adventure . . . accept
it in such a spirit.” Throughout his time in my
office, Andrew has done just that. Jumping at
opportunities and taking on new responsibil-
ities with tenacity and a high degree of respect
and appreciation for the work we do here in
Congress, and the people we serve.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to join
me in thanking Andrew for his dedication and
service to the great state of Oregon and our
nation, and wish him and Liz the very best of
luck for the next chapter of their lives.

CONGRATULATING THE HISTOR-
ICAL MARKER DEDICATION OF
THE OLD SMITH POINT SCHOOL-
HOUSE/CHURCH

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the Smith Point Community Church
on its dedication as a new Texas Historical
Marker.

There is over one hundred years of church
history wrapped up in what was once known
as the “Old Smith Point Schoolhouse/Church.”
The Old Smith Point Baptist Church was es-
tablished in the late 1800’s by a group of pas-
tors from the neighboring county that were
concerned about the lack of a church in
Chambers County. They agreed to be circuit
pastors and take turns preaching under a
stand of trees, where the church now stands.
In 1937, the county built the building that is
used as the current sanctuary, which served a
multi-purpose as both a church and the first
school in Chambers County. In 1948 the
church reorganized and hired its first pastor,
L.J. Hand who served the people of the Smith
Point Community part time. In 1956, P.L.
Smith was hired as the church’s first full time
pastor.

In 1960, the county sold the building to the
church for one dollar and the promise that the
church would build two public restrooms. At
the same time, six lots of land right next to the
building were gifted to the church by E.J.
Rosenquest. The building was renovated,
under then pastor J.R. Gibson, with additional
classrooms and the public restrooms as prom-
ised. The church wanted to build a parsonage
for their pastor, but had no money or re-
sources to do so. They prayed to God and
asked him to provide everything they needed
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in order to get the parsonage built. Hurricane
Carla occurred in 1961 literally raining wood
and debris on Smith Point. Those pieces of
wood from the hurricane were used to build
the same parsonage that is still used today.

In 2007, the church’s name was changed to
Smith Point Community Church and still
serves the residents of Chambers County with
guidance by Reverend Michael K. Graves.

There is an abundant amount of local his-
tory and perseverance behind this church. |
am proud to have such history in my District.
Once again, | congratulate Smith Point Com-
munity Church and its dedication as a new
Texas Historical Marker.

IN MEMORY OF NHON H.T.
NGUYEN

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, after a life
of service to both the Republic of Vietham and
to the Vietnamese American community in
Southern California, Nhon H.T. Nguyen
passed away April 18, 2017 at the age of 91.

Nhon was born in 1927 in Hue, Vietnam.
She joined the military finance administration
in 1950 and transferred to service at the
Nguyen Tri Phuong Military Hospital in Hue in
1957, where she was eventually promoted to
the rank of First Lieutenant.

It was during her service at the hospital that
she witnessed the sacrifices and loss of dis-
abled soldiers, which motivated her to dedi-
cate her life to serve disabled veterans, war
widows, and children of the Armed Forces of
the Republic of Vietnam.

In 1967, Nhon transferred to the Women
Military Institute and Training Center, where
she rose to the rank of Captain and was ap-
pointed to serving in the Women Military Bu-
reau at the Joint General Staff of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Vietham. Two years
later, she was promoted to the rank of Major
and named as the Head of the Research De-
partment. In 1972, she transferred to the Re-
public of Vietnam Air Force and was promoted
to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

In early 1975, she was honored by the Re-
public of Vietnam with the Knight Decoration
of the National Order of Vietham (De Ngu
Dang Bao Quoc Huan Chuong) for her twenty-
five years of service to the armed forces.

Following the Fall of Saigon on April 30,
1975, the Communist government imprisoned
her in numerous ‘“re-education camps” such
as Long Giao, Quang Trung, Hoc Mon, Z30D,
Ham Tan, and Long Thanh, where she was
forced to perform harsh labor for four years.

In 1990, Nhon and her family resettled in
the United States under the HO2 program
(Humanitarian Operation), and they have been
living in Orange County, California since.

Shortly after arriving in the United States,
she joined the Former Political Prisoners Mu-
tual Assistance Association, providing help to
resettle South Vietnam veterans to the U.S.

In 1996, she joined the Republic of Vietham
Disabled Veterans and Widows Relief Asso-
ciation as the Secretary General. After a dec-
ade of service, she was unanimously elected
President of the organization by all its mem-
bers in 2006.
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Under her leadership as President, the RVN
Disabled Veterans and Widows Relief Asso-
ciation, in partnership with SBTN and Asia En-
tertainment, organized a total of ten “Cam On
Anh” Benefit Concerts, with all of the pro-
ceeds going toward assisting disabled South
Vietnam veterans, widows and their children
who are still in Vietnam.

Along with her lifelong career of military and
charitable service, Nhon was an outstanding
Vietnamese Girl Scout and a Scout Leader,
joining Girl Scouting in 1941.

Despite the difficult circumstances during
the war and being in military service, she al-
ways lived her life embodying the Scouting
values and helping younger Scouts whenever
necessary.

She also became a founding member and
advisor in 2004 of the Lang Bach Hop Quang
Te Scouters Association of Southern Cali-
fornia.

For her merits and contributions to the Viet-
namese Scouting Movement, the International
Central Committee of Vietnamese Scouting
awarded Nhon the Bach Hop Medal in 2012
and the Bac Dau Medal in 2016—the two
highest awards given by the organization.

When asked in a 2011 interview what moti-
vated her to continue her volunteer work to
support disabled RVN veterans in Vietnam,
she said “I feel happy when | am able to join
the Vietnamese community and organizations
in organizing the Cam On Anh Benefit Concert
because of the fraternal love and brotherhood.
As soldiers, that sentiment is very strong. |
imagine the happy moment when they receive
our assistance, when their children have a lit-
tle bit more to eat, to wear, and their family
feels a little bit more warmhearted when they
see fellow compatriots overseas are still think-
ing of them and their sacrifices.”

Nhon is survived by her children, grand-
children, and great grandchildren.

——

CONGRATULATING RICHARD
“RICK” LEDGETT ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT AS THE DEPUTY DI-
RECTOR OF THE NATIONAL SE-
CURITY AGENCY

HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
Ranking Member ScHIFF and myself, | rise
today to congratulate Richard “Rick” Ledgett
on his retirement as the Deputy Director of the
National Security Agency (NSA). With 40
years of government service, Rick has
dedicatedly served his country, the NSA, and
the Intelligence Community. Before beginning
his tenure at the NSA, Rick spent 11 years in
the United States Army working as a
SIGINTer.

At the NSA for the past 29 years, Rick has
held a variety of operational, management,
and technical leadership positions, including
director of the agency’s Threat Operations
Center (NTOC) from 2012-2013 and most re-
cently, serving as the agency’s Deputy Direc-
tor.

Prior to his appointment at NTOC, Rick
served in both the collection and cyber mis-
sion areas of the Office of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence and was appointed as the
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DNI’s first National Intelligence Manager for
cyber.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence, we
would like to wish Rick Ledgett happiness,
success, and good health as he begins retire-
ment and to thank him for his service to his
country, the NSA, and the U.S. Intelligence
Community. Rick, best wishes on your retire-
ment.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DILLARD
HOUSE 100TH ANNIVERSARY IN
DILLARD, GEORGIA

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 100th Anniversary
of the Dillard House Restaurant and Inn. This
milestone is a testament to the hard work and
dedication of the Dillard family, who have
owned and operated the charming mountain
escape since the early nineteenth century.
The Dillard House has served travelers and
locals alike by providing a dynamic getaway
experience, with farm-to-table dining, outdoor
family recreation, beautiful vineyards, and
breathtaking views.

The Dillard family first came to Georgia in
1794 and played an integral role in the early
development and success of Dillard, Georgia.
By contributing to an array of businesses and
even lending its name to the Town, the Dillard
family has stood as a pillar of the community
generation after generation.

The Dillard House is a unique piece of his-
tory that continues to expand, accommodating
larger groups and providing more activities,
while remaining loyal to its northeast Georgia
roots. The Dillard family embodies the true
meaning of southern hospitality and has
served hundreds of thousands of patrons
throughout the last century. Over the years,
the Dillard House has become a landmark es-
tablishment in the Ninth District and the pre-
miere northeast Georgia dining experience.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to celebrate with
the Dillard family and to recognize their suc-
cess before you today.

IN RECOGNITION OF VICTOR
SAROKI FOR BEING NAMED THE
CHALDEAN AMERICAN BUSINESS
PERSON OF THE YEAR

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Victor Saroki for being named the
Chaldean American Business Person of the
Year by the Chaldean American Chamber of
Commerce. Mr. Saroki is a renowned architect
who has helped design and restore many of
the iconic buildings in southeast Michigan.

After graduating from Lawrence Techno-
logical University, Mr. Saroki founded Saroki
Architecture with his wife Michelle in 1983.
The firm, based out of Birmingham, Michigan,
has established a reputation as an exceptional

April 28, 2017

architecture and interiors firm as a result of its
successful work on high-profile projects in
southeast Michigan. Under Mr. Saroki’'s lead-
ership, the firm has designed the expansion of
the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham, ABC Har-
ley-Davidson and St. Thomas Chaldean
Catholic Church. These projects have been
met with widespread acclaim and have helped
earn the firm more than 60 design awards.
Additionally, Mr. Saroki is active in the com-
munity, having served on numerous nonprofits
and community associations.

Mr. Saroki’'s entrepreneurship and leader-
ship has been instrumental in helping
strengthen the southeast Michigan community.
His firm has received numerous plaudits for its
work, having been named the 2007 Firm of
the Year Award by the American Institute of
Architects’ Michigan chapter, as well as re-
ceiving recognition from the Construction Insti-
tute of Michigan and numerous Birmingham
Historic Preservation Awards. Additionally, Mr.
Saroki has also been named to the American
Institute of Architects’ College of Fellows. This
widespread recognition is a testament to the
high quality of Mr. Saroki’s architecture and
designs. Mr. Saroki’'s work with the community
at large has also been impactful. As a board
member of the Chaldean Community Cultural
Center and other civic groups, his work has
played an important role in improving the qual-
ity of life for the Chaldean community. These
accomplishments are worthy of recognition,
and it is my hope that Mr. Saroki and his firm
continue their excellent work in the coming
years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Victor Saroki for receiving the
Chaldean American Business Person of the
Year. His distinguished career and community
activism have served southeast Michigan well.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 28, 2017

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote
numbers 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234. Had |
been present, | would have voted “aye” on
vote 231, 232 and 233. | would have voted
“nay” on votes 229, 230 and 234.

HONORING SUSAN LURIE
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a member of the community who has
been instrumental in the success of the West-
chester Jewish Center for many years, Susan
Lurie. The WJC is honoring Susan at their
66th Annual Spring Gala this year, and | can-
not think of a more deserving honoree.

Susan has been part of the Larchmont/Ma-
maroneck community for over 30 years. She
became Executive Director of the Westchester
Jewish Center 16 years ago after receiving a
call from a congregant at WJC who was on
the search committee for a new director there.




April 28, 2017

What has kept Susan at WJC for all this time
has been the interesting and diverse work; but
even more than that has been the relation-
ships and the feeling of home and family for
SO many congregants.

Susan has been involved in every facet of
WJC life. Over the years, Susan and the WJC
leaders have worked together implementing
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innovative methods and programs such as a
major building campaign and construction and
the development of a strategic plan to make
the many segments of synagogue life more
engaging and responsive to the needs of its
congregants.

As a face of WJC, Susan is always warm
and welcoming. After 16 years Susan has de-
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cided to retire and she reports with great
pleasure about all the congregants that have
come by to see her since the announcement
was made.

On this special occasion, | want to take a
moment to thank Susan for all of her amazing
work and congratulate her on this wonderful
honor. It's much deserved.
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