
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E561 April 28, 2017 
That same year, their twin sons Stephen and 
Jesse were born. When choosing a syna-
gogue, Donna gave Abe no choices. They 
would join a Conservative shul, and since they 
lived in New Rochelle, they were zoned to at-
tend a New Rochelle synagogue. The obvious 
and only choice was Beth EI Synagogue Cen-
ter. Beth EI quickly became the family’s sec-
ond home, a home which shared and cele-
brated Jesse’s and Stephen’s bris and the 
children’s bnei mitzvahs. Hannah, Stephen, 
and Jesse all attended the Beth EI Nursery 
School, the amazing Day Camp, and, after 
spending Kindergarten through fifth grade at 
Schechter Westchester, they moved on to the 
Beth EI Religious School and became active 
in Beth El’s USY chapter. 

Donna has served on numerous committees 
at Beth EI. She has enjoyed working on youth 
activities and organizing meals when Beth EI 
hosts the USY Kinnus. Donna has served as 
co-chair of the Membership Committee and 
Couples Club. She has also been on the 
Nursery School Board. 

Abe has served as a member of the Nurs-
ery School Board, Day Camp Board, Religious 
School Board, and Board of Trustees. He has 
been a member of numerous committees and 
chaired several, including the Nominating 
Committee, Catering and Kiddush Committee, 
and the Youth Services Committee. He has 
co-led many High Holiday Junior Congregation 
Services and Havurah Services as half of the 
now famous Dan & Abe Show. 

This year, Beth EI is honoring Donna and 
Abe at their 63rd Annual Gala for all of their 
contributions to the Synagogue. They are 
most deserving of the recognition. Congratula-
tions to Donna and Abe on receiving this won-
derful honor. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF GARFIELD 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of the great town of Garfield as they 
celebrate their 100th Anniversary this Sunday, 
April 30, 2017. 

March 15, 1898 was the day that Garfield 
broke away from the Township of Saddle 
River and first became a borough. The State 
Legislature set Garfield’s boundaries which 
still exist today. Finally the big day on April 19, 
1917, the borough became the City of Garfield 
which we have all come to know. 

Today we like to thank Gilbert D. Bogart, 
the man who is credited as the founder of 
modern day Garfield. Since 1972, Garfield has 
been governed by a City Manager and five 
council members, one of who is selected by 
their Council colleagues to be Mayor. The 
residents of Garfield are some of the most in-
volved citizens, and elect all members of the 
City Council. 

The 1,333 acres of land that make up Gar-
field are arguably the most diverse acres in 
the 9th congressional district. With over 20 
places of worship, a YMCA, Boys and Girls 
club, Senior Citizen centers, and a public li-
brary the City of Garfield is a place for anyone 
to feel accepted and welcomed. 

The City of Garfield has been essential to 
the growth and development of Bergen County 

and the State of New Jersey overall. In fact, 
Garfield has experienced many of the major 
milestones in our nation’s history: including the 
Revolutionary War and the Civil War. Today, 
the City of Garfield is led by City Manager 
Thomas J. Duch, and Mayor Richard 
Rigoglioso, both lifelong residents, who have 
spent most of their lives dedicated to Garfield. 

I have the great honor of representing the 
residents of Garfield in Congress. This is a 
city where people work hard to support their 
family and their community, a town where the 
history is long and storied. 

Since 2012 when I started representing Gar-
field in my congressional district I have 
learned so much about the City. When I visit 
Garfield I see some of the most hardworking, 
caring, and welcoming people that I have ever 
met. I know I can always count on the City of 
Garfield to be one of the friendliest commu-
nities in the 9th district. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing and commemorating 
100 years of history in Garfield, NJ. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues to celebrate 100 years of service, 
dedication, and excellence from the residents 
of Garfield. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF DR. JOSEPH A. 
OVICK, ED.D 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life and service of Dr. Joseph 
A. Ovick, former Superintendent of Schools for 
Contra Costa County. 

Dr. Ovick was an educator for 45 years. He 
began his career as a special education 
teacher in Santa Clara County which was fol-
lowed by serving in the county as a public 
school assistant principal, principal, and direc-
tor of special education. He later joined the 
Contra Costa County Office of Education 
(CCCOE), where he worked as director of 
special education, assistant superintendent for 
student services, and associate super-
intendent for business. 

In 1996, he was elected county super-
intendent of schools. He was well-known for 
developing strong coalitions of educators, 
community members, and legislators in sup-
port of public schools, while always making it 
a point to visit countless classrooms through-
out the county. 

Dr. Ovick’s achievements in and out of the 
classroom did not go unrecognized. In 2005, 
Dr. Ovick was awarded the President’s Circle 
Award for Outstanding Service to Education 
and the Community from the Diablo Valley 
College Foundation, as well as the Govern-
ment Service Award in Recognition of Out-
standing Community Service from Congress-
man George Miller. In 2008, the East Bay 
Leadership Foundation named Dr. Ovick Cit-
izen of the Year, East Bay Awards. In 2006, 
he won the Association of California School 
Administrators (ACSA), Region 6, Super-
intendent of the Year Award, and in 2010 he 
earned the ACSA, Region 6, Ferd Kiesel Me-
morial Distinguished Service Award. 

Additionally, in 2008, the Contra Costa 
County Board of Education unanimously voted 
to honor Dr. Ovick by dedicating CCCOE’s 
community school in Brentwood as the ‘‘Jo-
seph A. Ovick School’’ because of his long-
time advocacy for the needs of all students— 
especially those most at risk and with special 
needs. 

Community service was also an important 
part of Dr. Ovick’s life. He was an active mem-
ber of the Pleasant Hill Rotary Club, and 
served as a member on both the local Boys’ 
and Girls’ Clubs and Junior Achievement USA. 

Dr. Ovick was an inspiration and a friend. 
He passed away unexpectedly on March 30, 
2017. I and the community will miss him great-
ly. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JOHN BROWN 
FOR HIS RETIREMENT AND 
SERVICE TO ROCK ISLAND 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Brown, who is retiring as the 
Rock Island County Deputy Clerk. Mr. Brown 
has honorably served Rock Island County in 
various levels of government and public serv-
ice for the past 40 years and he will be greatly 
missed. 

Mr. Brown began his career in public serv-
ice as a Democratic Precinct Committeeman 
in 1978. Since then, he has served as the 
Deputy County Clerk under Karen Kinney, 
Dick Leibovitz and John Gianulis, in addition 
to serving as the Rock Island Township Su-
pervisor from 1997 to 2013. 

Mr. Brown has dedicated his career to en-
suring our local institutions are accessible, and 
striving to improve the lives of all individuals 
within our community. He has lead projects to 
improve early voting locations and accessi-
bility, same day voter registration, as well as 
created initiatives to hire bilingual individuals 
to ensure all of our constituents are able to be 
heard. All the work Mr. Brown has done to im-
prove our county and his passion for helping 
people will be not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Mr. 
Brown for his commitment to public service 
and for all of the work he has done to better 
our community. I congratulate him again on 
his well-earned retirement and wish him the 
best of luck in his future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE CORPS MASTER SERGEANT 
(MSGT) SCOTT EUGENE PRUITT 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Marine Corps Master 
Sergeant (MSgt) Scott Eugene Pruitt who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 28, 2012, during Operation En-
during Freedom. MSgt Pruitt was killed in ac-
tion by enemy fire when his vehicle was struck 
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by a roadside improvised explosive device 
while conducting combat operations in Nimroz 
Province, Afghanistan. This was his first de-
ployment. 

MSgt Pruitt, a Gautier native, was assigned 
to I Marine Expeditionary Force Headquarters 
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, California. MSgt Pruitt was a finan-
cial management Marine for 18 years and also 
an instructor with the Marine Corps Combat 
Service Support Schools. He volunteered to 
go on deployment with his junior Marines. 

MSgt Pruitt was honored for his sacrifice by 
family, friends, and fellow service members 
during a memorial service held at the base au-
ditorium at Camp Johnson, a satellite installa-
tion of Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune on 
May 31, 2012. 

‘‘He not only wanted to deploy as a Marine,’’ 
said Lydia Hobson, MSgt Pruitt’s mother, ‘‘but 
as a human being. He wanted to help the peo-
ple and children over there. When he got to 
Afghanistan, he asked me to send him cray-
ons and coloring books for the children in the 
hospital because they didn’t have the things 
American children had. He was a great man.’’ 

‘‘Pruitt never stopped surprising me,’’ retired 
Master Sergeant Ron Scott, one of Pruitt’s 
mentors said. ‘‘I had a special bond with him. 
He grew from this young, wide-eyed kid to 
someone I called a brother.’’ 

MSgt Pruitt was awarded the Bronze Star 
and Purple Heart for his service and sacrifice. 
He was also recognized by the Marine Corps 
Combat Service Support School ‘‘Wall of He-
roes’’ where his memorial frame was placed. 

The Mississippi Department of Transpor-
tation has designated a section of U.S. High-
way 90 in Gautier as the Scott E. Pruitt Me-
morial Highway. 

MSgt Pruitt is survived by his daughters 
Jennifer and Jordyn, and his fiancée, Trisha 
Lane. 

MSgt Pruitt’s dedication to protecting our 
nation will always be remembered. 

f 

HONORING BOWIE STATE UNIVER-
SITY PRESIDENT DR. MICKEY L. 
BURNIM 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on April 22, 
Bowie State University celebrated the leader-
ship and career of its ninth president, Dr. 
Mickey Burnim, at its annual Founders Gala. 
The annual Founders Gala marks the anniver-
sary of the founding of the school in 1865 that 
would later become Bowie State University. 
While I was, unfortunately, unable to join the 
celebration in person, I want to express my 
great thanks to Dr. Burnim for all he has 
achieved during his tenure and congratulate 
him on being honored at this year’s gala. I 
also join in wishing him well on his upcoming 
retirement. 

When Dr. Burnim steps down as President 
of Bowie State University, he will complete 
eleven very successful years leading one of 
Maryland’s great institutions of higher edu-
cation and one of our nation’s oldest and most 
illustrious historically black universities. Having 
come to Bowie State after serving as Chan-
cellor of Elizabeth City State University in 

North Carolina and as Provost and Vice Chan-
cellor of North Carolina Central University, Dr. 
Burnim brought to his presidency an already 
long and distinguished career in university ad-
ministration. At a time when higher education 
costs are rising, Bowie State has been recog-
nized for its outstanding value, including being 
ranked by The Economist for having the best 
higher education value in Maryland. An econo-
mist by training, Dr. Burnim has recognized 
the criticality of securing a sound fiscal future 
for the University, and during his time in office 
he took steps to put Bowie State on a solid 
footing for long-term expansion. With new re-
sources secured, one of the focuses of his 
tenure has been the construction of new cam-
pus buildings, including a new student center, 
a performing arts center, and a new $107 mil-
lion facility for the study and practice of 
Science, Mathematics, and Nursing. Recog-
nizing how important it is to connect graduates 
with career opportunities and to foster young 
entrepreneurs, Dr. Burnim worked with the 
City of Bowie to launch the Bowie Business 
Innovation Center on campus. Under his lead-
ership, Bowie State has continued to expand 
the programs it offers and to conduct 
groundbreaking research across a number of 
disciplines. I am very proud to represent 
Bowie State University in Congress. 

Since its founding as the Baltimore Normal 
School after the Civil War, Bowie State Uni-
versity has served as an important nexus of 
education and opportunity for African Ameri-
cans, and after 152 years it has grown to be-
come one of our country’s great universities 
and educates students from all backgrounds. 
Bowie State joined the University System of 
Maryland in 1988 and, along with the other in-
stitutions of higher education across our state, 
helps make Maryland one of the best places 
to pursue study in the country and, indeed, the 
world. Within the University System of Mary-
land, Bowie State has earned a reputation for 
leading in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, the arts, and mathematics—or 
‘STEAM’—and creating innovative interdiscipli-
nary programs that bring them all together to 
prepare students for success in emerging in-
dustries of the twenty-first century economy. It 
was Dr. Burnim who led Bowie State’s effort to 
adopt the Education Innovation Initiative (EI2), 
a STEAM-enrichment program that makes 
early career pathway exposure accessible to 
under-represented students throughout Prince 
George’s County. 

Dr. Mickey Burnim has been instrumental to 
the University’s achievements and its strong 
trajectory for growth in the years ahead. I 
have been honored to work with him to ensure 
that Bowie State has had a partner in the fed-
eral government, and I thank him for all his 
hard work over the past eleven years as 
President and throughout his four decades in 
higher education. I wish him all the best, and 
I join in celebrating his very successful tenure 
that has made a real difference in the lives of 
tens of thousands of students across Maryland 
and the United States. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and missed the vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 232. 

f 

HONORING JENNIFER ‘‘JENNY’’ 
ALPERS 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Jennifer ‘‘Jenny’’ Alpers, a dedi-
cated public servant to the citizens of Mis-
souri. Jenny tirelessly worked alongside me as 
a legislative aide during my time as a Missouri 
State Representative to serve the good people 
of the 124th District. My appreciation to her 
cannot be understated. She helped constitu-
ents navigate the state bureaucracy, greeted 
visitors who came into my office, and advised 
me on important legislation facing Missouri at 
that time. Her service as a one-woman office 
staff was no easy task, but she worked with 
poise and efficiency. 

Like many hardworking Missourians, Jenny 
and her late husband, Gary, worked on their 
family farm and raised two wonderful daugh-
ters, Jennifer and Ashley. Both daughters mar-
ried great guys, Scott and Billy, and she has 
been blessed with three incredible grand-
children: Jordyn, Brady, and Wil. Continuing 
her love of serving others, she is active in her 
local church and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot think of an individual 
more deserving of this special recognition than 
Jenny herself. She never sought the limelight 
but instead did what all good Missourians do 
by pulling up her sleeves and working to help 
her family, her friends, and even complete 
strangers. A retirement celebration for Jenny 
will be held on May 8, 2017 in the Missouri 
State Capitol, where many of her current and 
former colleagues and friends will be present 
to thank her for all she has done to better our 
great state. I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in applauding the years of service and com-
mitment of Jenny. We are blessed to have 
such dedicated citizens like her serving us, 
and I wish her the best in the years to come. 
I thank Jenny, and God’s blessings to her. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN SOLDIER ARMY CAPTAIN 
(CPT) STEPHEN W. FRANK 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen soldier Army 
Captain (CPT) Stephen W. Frank who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 29, 2005, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom III. CPT Frank was killed when a ve-
hicle-borne improvised explosive device deto-
nated as he was conducting a traffic-control- 
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