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That same year, their twin sons Stephen and 
Jesse were born. When choosing a syna-
gogue, Donna gave Abe no choices. They 
would join a Conservative shul, and since they 
lived in New Rochelle, they were zoned to at-
tend a New Rochelle synagogue. The obvious 
and only choice was Beth EI Synagogue Cen-
ter. Beth EI quickly became the family’s sec-
ond home, a home which shared and cele-
brated Jesse’s and Stephen’s bris and the 
children’s bnei mitzvahs. Hannah, Stephen, 
and Jesse all attended the Beth EI Nursery 
School, the amazing Day Camp, and, after 
spending Kindergarten through fifth grade at 
Schechter Westchester, they moved on to the 
Beth EI Religious School and became active 
in Beth El’s USY chapter. 

Donna has served on numerous committees 
at Beth EI. She has enjoyed working on youth 
activities and organizing meals when Beth EI 
hosts the USY Kinnus. Donna has served as 
co-chair of the Membership Committee and 
Couples Club. She has also been on the 
Nursery School Board. 

Abe has served as a member of the Nurs-
ery School Board, Day Camp Board, Religious 
School Board, and Board of Trustees. He has 
been a member of numerous committees and 
chaired several, including the Nominating 
Committee, Catering and Kiddush Committee, 
and the Youth Services Committee. He has 
co-led many High Holiday Junior Congregation 
Services and Havurah Services as half of the 
now famous Dan & Abe Show. 

This year, Beth EI is honoring Donna and 
Abe at their 63rd Annual Gala for all of their 
contributions to the Synagogue. They are 
most deserving of the recognition. Congratula-
tions to Donna and Abe on receiving this won-
derful honor. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF GARFIELD 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of the great town of Garfield as they 
celebrate their 100th Anniversary this Sunday, 
April 30, 2017. 

March 15, 1898 was the day that Garfield 
broke away from the Township of Saddle 
River and first became a borough. The State 
Legislature set Garfield’s boundaries which 
still exist today. Finally the big day on April 19, 
1917, the borough became the City of Garfield 
which we have all come to know. 

Today we like to thank Gilbert D. Bogart, 
the man who is credited as the founder of 
modern day Garfield. Since 1972, Garfield has 
been governed by a City Manager and five 
council members, one of who is selected by 
their Council colleagues to be Mayor. The 
residents of Garfield are some of the most in-
volved citizens, and elect all members of the 
City Council. 

The 1,333 acres of land that make up Gar-
field are arguably the most diverse acres in 
the 9th congressional district. With over 20 
places of worship, a YMCA, Boys and Girls 
club, Senior Citizen centers, and a public li-
brary the City of Garfield is a place for anyone 
to feel accepted and welcomed. 

The City of Garfield has been essential to 
the growth and development of Bergen County 

and the State of New Jersey overall. In fact, 
Garfield has experienced many of the major 
milestones in our nation’s history: including the 
Revolutionary War and the Civil War. Today, 
the City of Garfield is led by City Manager 
Thomas J. Duch, and Mayor Richard 
Rigoglioso, both lifelong residents, who have 
spent most of their lives dedicated to Garfield. 

I have the great honor of representing the 
residents of Garfield in Congress. This is a 
city where people work hard to support their 
family and their community, a town where the 
history is long and storied. 

Since 2012 when I started representing Gar-
field in my congressional district I have 
learned so much about the City. When I visit 
Garfield I see some of the most hardworking, 
caring, and welcoming people that I have ever 
met. I know I can always count on the City of 
Garfield to be one of the friendliest commu-
nities in the 9th district. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing and commemorating 
100 years of history in Garfield, NJ. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues to celebrate 100 years of service, 
dedication, and excellence from the residents 
of Garfield. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF DR. JOSEPH A. 
OVICK, ED.D 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life and service of Dr. Joseph 
A. Ovick, former Superintendent of Schools for 
Contra Costa County. 

Dr. Ovick was an educator for 45 years. He 
began his career as a special education 
teacher in Santa Clara County which was fol-
lowed by serving in the county as a public 
school assistant principal, principal, and direc-
tor of special education. He later joined the 
Contra Costa County Office of Education 
(CCCOE), where he worked as director of 
special education, assistant superintendent for 
student services, and associate super-
intendent for business. 

In 1996, he was elected county super-
intendent of schools. He was well-known for 
developing strong coalitions of educators, 
community members, and legislators in sup-
port of public schools, while always making it 
a point to visit countless classrooms through-
out the county. 

Dr. Ovick’s achievements in and out of the 
classroom did not go unrecognized. In 2005, 
Dr. Ovick was awarded the President’s Circle 
Award for Outstanding Service to Education 
and the Community from the Diablo Valley 
College Foundation, as well as the Govern-
ment Service Award in Recognition of Out-
standing Community Service from Congress-
man George Miller. In 2008, the East Bay 
Leadership Foundation named Dr. Ovick Cit-
izen of the Year, East Bay Awards. In 2006, 
he won the Association of California School 
Administrators (ACSA), Region 6, Super-
intendent of the Year Award, and in 2010 he 
earned the ACSA, Region 6, Ferd Kiesel Me-
morial Distinguished Service Award. 

Additionally, in 2008, the Contra Costa 
County Board of Education unanimously voted 
to honor Dr. Ovick by dedicating CCCOE’s 
community school in Brentwood as the ‘‘Jo-
seph A. Ovick School’’ because of his long-
time advocacy for the needs of all students— 
especially those most at risk and with special 
needs. 

Community service was also an important 
part of Dr. Ovick’s life. He was an active mem-
ber of the Pleasant Hill Rotary Club, and 
served as a member on both the local Boys’ 
and Girls’ Clubs and Junior Achievement USA. 

Dr. Ovick was an inspiration and a friend. 
He passed away unexpectedly on March 30, 
2017. I and the community will miss him great-
ly. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JOHN BROWN 
FOR HIS RETIREMENT AND 
SERVICE TO ROCK ISLAND 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Brown, who is retiring as the 
Rock Island County Deputy Clerk. Mr. Brown 
has honorably served Rock Island County in 
various levels of government and public serv-
ice for the past 40 years and he will be greatly 
missed. 

Mr. Brown began his career in public serv-
ice as a Democratic Precinct Committeeman 
in 1978. Since then, he has served as the 
Deputy County Clerk under Karen Kinney, 
Dick Leibovitz and John Gianulis, in addition 
to serving as the Rock Island Township Su-
pervisor from 1997 to 2013. 

Mr. Brown has dedicated his career to en-
suring our local institutions are accessible, and 
striving to improve the lives of all individuals 
within our community. He has lead projects to 
improve early voting locations and accessi-
bility, same day voter registration, as well as 
created initiatives to hire bilingual individuals 
to ensure all of our constituents are able to be 
heard. All the work Mr. Brown has done to im-
prove our county and his passion for helping 
people will be not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Mr. 
Brown for his commitment to public service 
and for all of the work he has done to better 
our community. I congratulate him again on 
his well-earned retirement and wish him the 
best of luck in his future endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE CORPS MASTER SERGEANT 
(MSGT) SCOTT EUGENE PRUITT 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Marine Corps Master 
Sergeant (MSgt) Scott Eugene Pruitt who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 28, 2012, during Operation En-
during Freedom. MSgt Pruitt was killed in ac-
tion by enemy fire when his vehicle was struck 
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