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point inspection in Diyarah, Iraq. Also killed
was Captain Ralph J. Harting, lll. They were
among an estimated 50 people to die that day
in bombings carried out by insurgents trying to
disrupt Irag’s newly formed government.

CPT Frank was assigned to the 2nd Squad-
ron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Irwin, California, which was attached to the
155th Brigade Combat Team (BCT) from Mis-
sissippi. CPT Frank was born in Lyndhurst,
Ohio and then raised in Lansing, Michigan. He
graduated from Haslett High School. CPT
Frank earned a geography degree from the
U.S. Military Academy in West Point, NY. CPT
Frank and CPT Harting, a Michigan native,
were college classmates.

Shortly after learning of their son’s death,
CPT Frank’s parents, Bill and Sue Frank, in-
vited the Hartings to their home to trade sto-
ries and photos of their sons.

“We talked about how we wished it was us
to go first,” Sue Frank told the Detroit Free
Press. “We were glad that the boys were not
alone when they died. It was a comforting
conversation, and we had an immediate bond-
ing over the most tragic thing that could hap-
pen in your life. It's good to know that the
Hartings are only two miles away.”

A memorial service was held at Fort Irwin,
California, where both men were based. CPT
Frank and CPT Harting were buried in a May
14 ceremony at West Point.

CPT Frank’s survivors included his wife,
Laurel, a 2-year-old son, and his parents, Bill
and Sue Frank.

The sacrifice of these brave soldiers will al-
ways be remembered.

——

RECOGNIZING DR. MARK J.
CRAWFORD ON THE OCCASION
OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor Dr. Mark J. Crawford for
his service to Western New York as an educa-
tor and public servant. He will be retiring from
his position as Superintendent of the West
Seneca Central School District, and | want to
commemorate his hard work, dedication, and
impact on our community.

Dr. Crawford began his educational career
in Western New York, earning a bachelors
and a master’s degree from Canisius College,
and a doctorate from the University of Buffalo.
In 1974, he began his career teaching at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help School. Throughout
his 43-year career in education, Dr. Crawford
took on many different roles. He taught Re-
gents Social Studies, served as the Dean of
Discipline, Headmaster, and Principal at a
number of our local schools including, Nardin
Academy, Casey Middle School, and North-
wood Elementary. In addition, Dr. Crawford
served as an adjunct professor of graduate
education at D’Youville College, helping to
educate the future teachers of Western New
York. For the past 13 years, he was Super-
intendent at Dryden Central School District,
Hamburg Central Schools, and most recently,
West Seneca Central School District.

In addition to his dedication to education,
Mark is actively involved in the local commu-
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nity and serves as a member of the West
Seneca Chamber of Commerce, member
emeritus of the West Seneca Rotary Club, and
Trustee Emeritus of the Theodore Roosevelt
Inaugural Site Foundation Board of Trustees.

Furthermore, Dr. Crawford has expanded
his community involvement beyond Western
New York to Rwanda. Eight years ago, he
traveled with the directors of the Summer In-
stitute for Human Rights and Genocide Stud-
ies, and ever since has actively supported the
organization.

Dr. Crawford has been serving the youth of
Western New York for over four decades, and
his commitment and dedication as an educator
and public servant has had an immeasurable
impact on our community.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Dr. Mark J. Crawford
and recognize all that he has done for the City
of West Seneca and the entire Western New
York community. | know that you'll join me,
and all of our colleagues, in wishing Mark, his
wife, and their entire family the very best of
good health and happiness in the months and
years to come.

————————

APPOINTMENT OF MS. JEANETTE
S. JAMES TO THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON MILITARY, NA-
TIONAL, AND PUBLIC SERVICE
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Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to section 553(b) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub. L.
114-328), on March 31, 2017, | appointed Ms.
Jeanette S. James to serve as a member of
the National Commission on Military, National,
and Public Service. Ms. James served 12
years as part of the staff of the House Armed
Services Committee, leading the Sub-
committee on Military Personnel for three
years until her retirement in 2017. Prior to join-
ing the committee staff, James served in the
Army Nurses Corps for 31 years, rising to the
rank of Colonel and commanding the medical
department activity at Fort Drum. Ms. James
was recently awarded the Army Distinguished
Civilian Service Award, which is the highest
honorary award that the Secretary of the Army
may grant to a private citizen.

As the Chairman of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, | have come to trust
Jeanette’s advice on matters that affect our
troops and their families. For nearly a decade
and a half, Jeanette has approached some of
the Department of Defense’s most difficult and
controversial issues with the same precision,
compassion, and dedication she showed to
her patients during her 31 years as an Army
nurse.

Jeanette has spent 43 years in public serv-
ice, in which time she has made a real dif-
ference for our country and our military. Our
troops are healthier and better cared for, their
families are more secure, and our policies are
better informed because of her service. | can
think of few people more qualified to serve on
this National Commission to review and reform
the Selective Service process than someone
who has dedicated her life to serving her na-
tion with the utmost dedication and distinction
for more than four decades.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
honor two individuals who through their dedi-
cation and commitment have become synony-
mous with the Beth El Synagogue Center in
Scarsdale, Tris and Sam Berger.

In 1994, Tris and Sam Berger moved to
Scarsdale from New York City and imme-
diately joined Beth EI Synagogue Center.
Their daughter Yael (Yali) was born in 1996
and their son Kenny arrived in 2000.

Tris, a San Diego native, became a bat
mitzvah and was confirmed at Temple Beth
Israel, the largest and oldest Reform Temple
in San Diego. Sam was raised outside Phila-
delphia, where his parents were founding
members of Temple Israel of Upper Darby and
subsequently members of Temple Beth Sho-
lom, in Elkins Park, PA. Both have had ex-
tremely  successful careers at Price
Waterhouse, among other institutions, and
both have maintained an active community fo-
cused schedule outside of work. Tris has been
involved in Beth EI's Centennial Celebration
Committees and co-chaired the Intergenera-
tional Kallah. She was an area chair and divi-
sional chair for UJA Scarsdale Woman’s Phi-
lanthropy and currently chairs the Employment
and Self Sufficiency Task Committee as part
of the Caring Commission at UJA. She is also
a member of the UJA Board of Directors. Sam
has remained actively involved with the HR
Committee, various search committees and on
the Board of Trustees. He eventually became
a Vice President and then Executive Vice
President of Beth El. He assumed the position
of President of 2014 and hasn’t look back
since. As President, Sam and his officers and
other volunteers led the shul through the emo-
tional retirement of our beloved rabbi of 43
years, Rabbi Melvin Sirner, to the exciting hir-
ing of new senior rabbi, Rabbi David Schuck.

Tris and Sam have become part of the very
fabric of Beth El and their contributions have
been many. This year, Beth El is honoring Tris
and Sam at their 63rd Annual Gala on March
19th. They could not have honored two more
deserving individuals. Congratulations to Tris
and Sam on this wonderful occasion.

——————

HONORING DR. MARY PAPAZIAN
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OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, |, along with
my colleagues, Representative ANNA ESHOO
and Representative RO KHANNA, rise today to
recognize Dr. Mary Papazian on her inaugura-
tion as the 30th President of San Jose State
University (SJSU). Dr. Papazian is the first
person of Armenian-American descent and the
third female to serve as SJSU’s president in
its 160-year history.

Dr. Papazian was born, raised and attended
schools in Southern California. She eventually
followed in her parent’s footsteps by matricu-
lating at the University of California, Los Ange-
les (UCLA), where she earned a Bachelor’s,
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Master's and doctoral degrees in English lit-
erature.

Dr. Papazian has gone on to enjoy a distin-
guished academic career spanning nearly
three decades; She began her academic ca-
reer at Oakland University in Rochester, Michi-
gan, where she served as an assistant, asso-
ciate and tenured professor of English and
subsequently as Associate Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Science.

Dr. Papazian subsequently moved to
Montclair State University in New Jersey,
where she served as Dean of the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences before
transitioning to the position of Provost and
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs at
Lehman College of The City University of New
York (CUNY).

In 2012, Dr. Papazian was appointed Presi-
dent of Southern Connecticut State University
(SCSU) in New Haven, Connecticut, where
she served with distinction for four and a half
years before departing to assume the SJSU
presidency in July 2016.

Dr. Papazian’s accomplishments at SCSU
included strengthening programs supporting
the successful transition of first-year and
transfer students, engaging SCSU actively in
its community, completing a comprehensive
master facilities plan, and establishing a stra-
tegic vision for what will be SCSU’s next dec-
ade, and for its first-ever comprehensive phil-
anthropic campaign.

Dr. Papazian and her husband, Dr. Dennis
R. Papazian, professor emeritus of history and
the founding director of the Armenian Re-
search Center at the University of Michigan,
Dearborn, have two adult daughters; Dr.
Papazian has been and remains active in local
and global Armenian affairs.

In word and deed, Dr. Papazian dem-
onstrates an abiding commitment to student
success, the professional development of fac-
ulty and staff members, the intrinsic value of
education, and the interests of the broader
community.

On behalf of the people of the 17th, 18th
and 19th Congressional Districts of California,
we extend our sincere congratulations to Dr.
Mary Papazian of San Jose State University
for this outstanding achievement.

———

JIM NATHAN OF LEE HEALTH

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in honor of Jim Nathan,
a leader in Southwest Florida who has helped
define our community-centered health system.

Forty-two years ago Jim Nathan interviewed
at Lee Memorial Hospital. He expected to
complete a one-year administrative residency
and then return back to Cincinnati. However,
after more than four decades later, he is still
in Fort Myers serving the healthcare needs of
our community.

| thank Jim Nathan for his decades of serv-
ice and success to Southwest Florida, and |
wish him well in his endeavors. | know Lee
Health will continue to be caring people, in-
spiring health.
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REFLECTING ON PRESIDENT
TRUMP’S FIRST 100 DAYS

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, as
you may know, this week marks the end of the
first 100 days of the Trump Administration. It's
an important time to reflect on the legislative
progress of a new President and the path for-
ward for our country. Today, I'm disappointed
to report that this President has broken every
important promise that Candidate Trump made
to the American people.

As a Member of Congress, my top priority is
to represent the best interests of my constitu-
ents. When leaders from either party, Repub-
lican or Democrat, propose REAL solutions to
the challenges my constituents face, | want to
work with them. So when President Trump
said he had a plan to improve our healthcare
system with more affordable “insurance for ev-
erybody,” | was ready to see what he had to
offer. When President Trump promised to cre-
ate 25 million jobs across the country, | want-
ed to see his plans on day one. When the
President said he would restore a government
by the people, | wanted to believe him.

| am truly disappointed to report today that
President Trump not only failed to follow
through on any of his biggest promises, but he
has failed to make any real effort to even ad-
dress the big issues he promised to tackle.

After 100 days in the White House, Presi-
dent Trump has not put forth a single job-cre-
ation bill. Instead of draining the swamp,
President Trump has filled his cabinet with
lobbyists and insiders. Instead of offering a
healthcare plan to insure everybody, President
Trump has proposed a plan that would elimi-
nate insurance coverage for 24 million Ameri-
cans.

For Americans struggling to pay their bills or
afford their health premiums, empty rhetoric is
not going to cut it. Not when my constituents’
health, their jobs, and their futures are on the
line.

In the state of Alabama, ten hospitals have
closed in the past six years as residents strug-
gle to afford care for themselves and their
families. When it comes to healthcare reform,
the stakes for my constituents could not be
higher.

But instead of following through on his
promise of healthcare for everybody, President
Trump has pushed a plan in Congress that
asks my constituents to pay more for less.
The Congressional Budget Office estimates
that TrumpCare would increase premium costs
in some of the counties in my district by thou-
sands of dollars. That's not healthcare for ev-
erybody—that’'s healthcare for the privileged
few.

My district has a 10 percent unemployment
rate. So when the President said he had a
plan to create 25 million jobs over the next
decade, the stakes, again, could not be high-
er.

But rather than helping to find employment
for those Americans who want to rejoin our
workforce, President Trump’s proposed budget
slashes jobs training and guts funding for in-
frastructure programs.

| come from a district where most constitu-
ents have never been to Washington, D.C. So
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when a candidate promises to bring their voice
to our nation’s capital, it means something.

But instead of working to drain the swamp,
President Trump is leading the least trans-
parent administration since the days of Rich-
ard Nixon. Rather than opening up our democ-
racy, President Trump has become the first
President in decades to keep his tax returns
hidden, leaving the public in the dark when it
comes to any potential conflicts of interest.

So what has President Trump’s administra-
tion accomplished in its first 100 days in of-
fice? In his budget, President Trump has pro-
posed cutting programs that seniors rely on
like Meals on Wheels, and he has eliminated
programs our rural areas depend on for infra-
structure investment like the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission.

In his first 100 days, President Trump has
put the programs and policies most important
to working families on the chopping block. |
want the President to deliver on his promises
to increase employment and reduce the cost
of healthcare for everyone. But what our na-
tion has witnessed so far is an assault on
working families and policies that undermine
our core democratic values.

Mr. Speaker, as we mark the President’s
first 100 days in office, | implore my col-
leagues to put aside the empty promises and
actually work with Democrats to put forth
smart and sensible legislation that moves our
country forward and benefits all Americans. |
truly hope that after 100 days of broken prom-
ises, this Administration will refocus its agenda
on helping America’s families rather than
Washington’s special interests. My constitu-
ents can't afford another three years of big
talk and no action.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY
SERGEANT (SGT) ANTHONY
O’'NEAL MAGEE

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 28, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Mississippi
soldier Army Sergeant (SGT) Anthony O’Neal
Magee who paid the ultimate sacrifice while
defending our nation on April 27, 2010, during
Operation Iragi Freedom. SGT Magee died at
Landstul Regional Medical Center, Germany
of wounds sustained at Forward Operating
Base Kalsu, Iskandariyah. SGT Magee was
wounded when enemy forces attacked his unit
with indirect fire.

SGT Magee, a Hattiesburg native, was as-
signed to the Company A, 2nd Battalion, 69th
Armor Regiment, 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Benning,
Georgia.

SGT Magee graduated from Hattiesburg
High School in 2000. His ninth grade algebra
teacher, Leisha Weathersby, shared with the
Associated Press that he was a sincere, hard-
working young man. “It was an honor to teach
him, and | wish | had 101 students like him.”

SGT Magee was married to Courtney
Magee for two months prior to his death. “He
was a great man with a big heart,” Courtney
said to the Associated Press. “Whoever need-
ed help, he was there to help them. He
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