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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. Lead us this day 
in Your ways, that our Nation might be 
guided along the roads of peace, jus-
tice, and goodwill. 

Grant strength and wisdom to our 
Speaker, leaders, and Members of both 
the people’s House and the Senate, to 
our President, his Cabinet, and to our 
Supreme Court. 

Bless as well the moral and military 
leaders of our country, and may those 
who are the captains of business, indus-
try, and unions learn to work together 
toward the mutual benefit of all, walk-
ing in the ways of righteousness and 
working for the highest good of our be-
loved land. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 

and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. BONAMICI led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOE 
MURRAY RIVERS 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the life of 
one of Savannah, Georgia’s finest, Mr. 
Joe Murray Rivers, who passed away 
on April 5, 2017, at the age of 78. Born 
February 3, 1939, in Savannah, Georgia, 
Mr. Rivers became a proud public serv-
ant in the area he was born and raised. 

Mr. Rivers graduated from Beach 
High School before attending the U.S. 
Air Force Institute and the University 
of Maryland, The City College of New 
York, and Savannah State University. 

Mr. Rivers later opened the Olympic 
Sport Shop in downtown Savannah, 
and it was during this time that he re-
alized the drastic need for improved 

public transportation. Inspired to solve 
this issue, Mr. Rivers was elected to 
the Chatham County board of directors 
in 1985. Throughout his 20-year tenure, 
he became a warrior of public transport 
and cosponsored legislation to solve 
the transportation problem in the 
county. In appreciation for the work 
Mr. Rivers has done, Savannah’s Inter-
modal Transit Center now bears his 
name. 

Mr. Rivers’ public service extended 
far beyond elected office and transpor-
tation reform. His leadership and com-
passion towards every member of the 
community will be sorely missed. 

f 

HONORING CLAIRE LOVELL 
(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Claire Lovell, 
an accomplished columnist and de-
voted resident of Seaside, Oregon. 

North coast residents are richer for 
Claire’s presence, and I join them in 
celebrating her life and her legacy. For 
27 years, Claire’s column chronicled 
the happenings of Seaside with cogent 
prose and an observant eye. 

First known as ‘‘Overheard: Notes 
from Seaside,’’ and later ‘‘Scene and 
Heard,’’ her column was the first thing 
readers went to when they eagerly 
opened their newspapers. Indeed, some 
readers bought the newspaper just for 
her column. 

Claire was a Seaside resident for al-
most all of her 96 years, and no one was 
better qualified to document the city’s 
life. Whether she was sharing her ob-
servations on politics, popular culture, 
growing older, or the birth of her first 
great-grandchild, Claire enriched each 
topic with her signature verve and 
keen love of the written word. 

In a recent column, Claire wrote: 
Whether one is 5-years old or 95, as the 
case may be, life’s small pleasures are 
very important. 
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