April 28, 2017

HEALTH PLAN NEEDS TO COVER
PREEXISTING CONDITIONS

(Ms. ROSEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, the GOP is
trying to pull a fast one over working
families. This week, House Republicans
and President Trump gave into ex-
treme demands of the Freedom Caucus
by colluding on a dangerous amend-
ment that would gut protections for in-
dividuals with preexisting conditions,
allowing insurers to once again dis-
criminate against sick Americans.

We all know that the ACA isn’t per-
fect, but we cannot, in good conscience,
throw out essential health benefits
that have helped working families to
get the protections that they need.

The MacArthur amendment would
take us back to the days before these
key protections helped save lives.
Without protections for preexisting
conditions, my constituents with seri-
ous illnesses and health conditions
would face discrimination from insur-
ance companies solely based on their
illness.

How can Speaker RYAN seriously tell
Americans that this plan is somehow
better for people with preexisting con-
ditions? We need a health plan that
will help working families pay for their
health coverage, not one that puts
health insurance out of reach.
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PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST 100
DAYS

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow marks President
Donald Trump’s first 100 days in office.
While President Trump has claimed
that this is the most productive any
President has been, he has not met his
own deadlines that were set during his
campaign and subsequent victory.

Since day one, this administration
has pursued only works that represent
the detriment to this country and our
democracy. He has made outlandish,
hateful, and harmful healthcare pro-
posals. He has plans to gut the Federal
budget in exchange for tax cuts for his
wealthy friends. He has rolled back the
progress made by the Department of
Justice under the previous administra-
tion. He and his family continue to
make money off of his position, and he
has used the Congressional Review Act
to roll back protections for our envi-
ronment, public education, gun safety,
and women’s rights.

We are 100 days in, and we have over
4,000 more days to go. Mr. President,
Mr. Speaker, and the residents of New
Jersey’s 12th Congressional District,
we are counting down those days.
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FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
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call up House Resolution 289 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 289

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 99)
making further continuing appropriations
for fiscal year 2017, and for other purposes.
All points of order against consideration of
the joint resolution are waived. The joint
resolution shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the
joint resolution are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the joint resolution and on any amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The gentleman from Texas is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
my friend, the ranking member of the
committee, pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the rule. It is a fair
rule that enables this body to continue
working in a bipartisan fashion to get
our work done for the American people.
Essentially, it is to fund the govern-
ment for one more week as final prep-
arations are made and as the Appro-
priations Committee finalizes its work.
It enables us to continue to serve our
constituents. It enables the American
people to have confidence not only in
what we are doing, but to provide the
necessary resources so that this Nation
can continue to protect itself also.

I also rise in support of the under-
lying legislation that is in this rule.
This short-term CR, while being far
from ideal, is exactly what we need to
do so that we can allow our colleagues
in the House, as well as the Appropria-
tions Committee and this body, to
move forth a bill that will find its way
to the United States Senate and to the
President’s desk.

For months now, our colleagues on
the Appropriations Committee, under
the great work of our brand-new chair-
man, Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN from
New Jersey, have been working to-
wards funding a government agreement
while they are trying to reach a long-
term bridge.

Yesterday at the Rules Committee,
the young chairman, along with the
ranking member, Mrs. LOWEY from
New York, came and spoke to the
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Rules Committee not only with great
confidence about the work that they
are doing, but with great confidence
about how they worked well together.
It was once again another opportunity
for Members of Congress in the per-
formance of their duties to have con-
fidence not only in their working rela-
tionship, but in the product that they
would wish to move forward.

The Rules Committee was quite
blunt to them that, while we were
pleased to see them, we wanted to see
them get their work done a week from
now. I think the American people feel
the same way. I think they are willing
to take the time to do it right, but it
is now time to feel a little bit of pres-
sure towards completing the work that
needs to be done.

Mr. Speaker, today we are going to
have one of the most distinguished
members of the Rules Committee who
will speak with us. He shares a role not
only as vice chairman of our com-
mittee, but he also has an opportunity
to sit on the Appropriations Com-
mittee; a person responsible as a car-
dinal for a massive part of not only the
Federal Government spending, but the
authority and responsibility for the
Federal Government to deliver in so
many areas in support of the American
people.

I will be introducing the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) in just a
few minutes, who will also provide de-
tail and information not only in sup-
port of the great work that is being
done, but why we are doing that for the
American people.

Mr. Speaker, I am confident that my
colleagues on the Appropriations Com-
mittee are going to continue their
work. We are asking this body today to
consider this rule to move forth legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
SESSIONS), my good friend, the chair-
man of the Rules Committee for yield-
ing me the customary 30 minutes, and
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. McCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to begin with some good news for my
colleagues here in the House and for
the American people, and that is my
Republican colleagues have decided to
pull their abysmal repeal and replace
bill with regard to the Affordable Care
Act from consideration this week. We
can all breathe a sigh of relief. The
American people dodged another Re-
publican bullet here.

Their bill, as my colleagues all know,
would have caused 24 million Ameri-
cans to lose their health care. It would
have cut Medicaid by over $800 billion,
and then they would have given a tril-
lion-dollar tax break to the richest
people in the country. It would have
compromised Medicare. It would have
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